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We pray every
week for a topic
related to the
Jewish people.
Because of
Sukkoth, I suggest our partners to pray
from October
30 through
November
5 for Pastor
Bruno Santeli
(Curitiba) and
Paulo Cardoso
(Florianopolis),

Leaders of
the Jewish
Adventist ministry In Brazil.
Let’s pray for
these two leaders who are in
charge of this
ministry in the
South of Brazil.

NEWS

Jewish Ministries in
South Pacific

Richard Elofer, Director of the World Jewish
Adventist Friendship Center had the privilege
to travel during the two last weeks. In French
Polynesia and in New Caledonia, two clusters
of islands located in the South Pacific Division.
These two territories are French territories.
France is the third Jewish country in the world,
that is why a great number of Jews who were
living in France, but also in the former French
colonies of North Africa and Caribbean immigrated to Tahiti and New Caledonia in order to
be safe from the Nazi and other persecutions.
That is why Tahiti as well Noumea have their
own synagogue and their own Rabbis.
During these visits of these two islands,
Richard Elofer had the privilege to meet the
presidents of these communities with their
Rabbis. The Seventh-day Adventist President
of Tahiti and New Caledonia were present at
these meetings. The aim of these meetings was
to put in contact the leaders of the Seventhday Adventist communities over there with
the Jewish leaders. Hoping that this encounter
will be transformed in Friendship and maybe
through the influence of the Holy Spirit more
than friendship.
The first week was dedicated to French Polynesia and the Island of Tahiti, in addition of
visiting the Jewish community, meetings with
the pastors and members of various churches
were organized. Jewish Adventist Friendship

was explained in order to help the Adventist
pastors and members to build good opportunity for witnessing.
The second week was dedicated to New
Caledonia, were meetings were organized with
the pastors and the members.
We visited the Rabbi in his synagogue on
Friday 21st of October. It was 3:00 PM, and the
preparation of the Shabbat was well on his way.
The meeting was short, however, on Sunday
23rd, the Rabbi called the Mission’s President
and said to him that he wanted to meet us again
in order to take some pictures. I was picked up
from my hotel, and we went back to see the
Rabbi and we had a better discussion together.
After taking the pictures, and knowing that I
was Jew, he asked me if I prayed that week in
the Sukkah with the Lulav, I said no, then he
asked: do you want? I said Yes, why not, and we
went together to the Sukkah to pray with the
Lulav, to eat under the Sukkah and to recite the
Shema Israel. The pastor, was very impressed by
this experience, and promised to the Rabbi to
come back. Let’s pray for the Jewish and Adventist communities of these territories.

Parasha Overview

Beresheet

Beresheet

I

n the beginning,
G-d creates the
entire universe,
including time itself,
out of nothingness. This
process of creation continues for six days.
On the seventh day,
G-d rests, bringing into
existence the spiritual
universe of Shabbat,
which returns to us
every seven days.
Adam and Chava—
the Human pair— are
placed in the Garden of
Eden.
Chava is enticed by
the serpent to eat from
the forbidden fruit of
the “Tree of Knowledge
of Good and Evil,” and
in turn gives the fruit to
Adam.
By absorbing “sin,”
Adam and Chava render
themselves incapable of
remaining in the spiritual paradise of Eden
and are banished.
Death and hard work
(both physical and
spiritual) now enter the
world, together with
pain in childbirth.
Now begins the plan
of salvation G-d estab-

“Now out of the ground the Lord God
had formed every beast of the field and
every bird of the heavens and brought
them to the man to see what he would
call them. And whatever the man called
every living creature, that was its name.
The man gave names to all livestock and
to the birds of the heavens and to every
beast of the field.” (Genesis 2:19–20)

Parasha for
this Week
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Genesis 1:1-6:8

Jewish Bible and
Torah Readings

S

ince we are starting
a new reading of the
Torah from the first
page, here are some generalities about the Hebrew
Bible.
The Massoretes, or traditional rabbis and researchers of centuries ago, who
attentively examined and
structured the Torah text,
tell us that there are 5,845
verses in the Pentateuch.
The Hebrew Bible (Jewish Bible) is divided into
three sections: Torah or Five
Books of Moses  תורהNevi-im or Prophets נביאים
and Ketuvim or Writings

כתובים

The three first letters of
Torah, Nevihim and Ketuvim give a new word: TaNa-Kh  תנךthe Hebrew
name for the Bible. As the
TaNaKh would indicate, the
Bible is the Book of Books,
the book par excellence. This
collection of every sort and
description of writings and
laws, created over at least
fourteen centuries.
Torah, means “law” or
“instructions” consists of
the Five Books of Moses:
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Genesis (Beresheet), Exodus
(Shemot), Leviticus (Vayikra),
Numbers (bemidbar), and
Deuteronomy
(Devarim).
Their names in Hebrew are
derived from the first important word in each book.

Prophets Readings

B

eside reading the Torah, the Jews read every week a portion of
the Nevihim (prophets). This
second part of the Bible is divided into two sections: Early
Prophets (Nevihim Rishonim)
and Later Prophets (Nevihim
Acharonim). The Early Prophets consists of: Joshua, Judges,
First Samuel, Second Samuel, First Kings and Second
Kings. These books tell the
history of the Jewish people,
stories of personalities and
events in Israel’s experience
in the promise land until the
destruction of the first Temple
of Jerusalem. It seems that
the most important point of
these books is that they want
to show God’s role in human
history.
The Later Prophets includes:
the three largest books of
prophets: Isaiah, Jeremiah, and
Ezekiel, and also the prophets
referred to as the Twelve or

the Minor Prophets: Hosea,
Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah,
Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk,
Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi. These prophets were speaking on behalf of
God, they were inspired men
from among the Hebrews who
dared to speak the absolute
truth in the face of oppression,
and who dared to demand of
their people complete loyalty
to Torah’s teachings and G-d.
Speaking about the Tanakh,
rabbi Shaul says: “All Scripture is breathed out by God
and profitable for teaching, for
reproof, for correction, and for
training in righteousness,that
the man of God may be complete, equipped for every good
work.” (2 Timothy 3:16–17)
and Shim’on says: “no prophecy of Scripture comes from
someone’s own interpretation.
For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but
men spoke from God as they
were carried along by the Holy
Spirit.” (2 Peter 1:20–21).

In The Beginning

T

he Hebrew name for
Genesis is Beresheet;
it comes from the first
word of the book, and means,
“in the beginning.” The Book

of Genesis consists of fifty
chapters and is divided into
twelve weekly Parashot.
The first parasha begins
with three very important
Hebrew words: Beresheet
barah Elohim… “In the beginning God created…”
(Genesis 1:1). Here is the
first and most important
teaching of this first verse of
the Bible: 1. There is a G-d
and 2. He is the Creator of
all life. Then the text presents the process of creation:
in seven progressive steps:
1. Creation of the Light, 2.
Creation of our Sky, 3. Creation of Land on earth, 4.
Creation of the moon, sun,
and stars, 5. Creation of
fishes and birds, 6. Creation
of animals and man and 7.
The institution of the Shabbat. All of this work took
place on seven successive
“days,” six days of work for
all creation and the seventh
day for the establishment of
Shabbat. Some people could
be tempted to parallel these
7 steps with 7 geological periods in order to harmonize
this creation with the theory
of evolution, but the fact that
the Bible describes each day
in a sequence of morning and
evening as it is written “And

there was evening and there
was morning, the first day.”
(Genesis 1:5) teaches us that
these 6 days are 6 literal days
of 24 hours. The fact that
G-d created the Shabbat on
the seventh day and gave it
to humanity as a memorial
of the Creation is a demonstration of G-d’s will to tell
us that these seven days are
inscribed in our time.

Messiah At
the Creation

The Jewish sages asked the
question of the purpose of the
creation: Why God created
the world? Many answers
were given to this question,
however, in the Jewish tradition, the Talmud, it is written “Rab said: The world
was created only on David’s
account. Rabbi Samuel said:
On Moses account. And
Rabbi Johanan said: For the
sake of the Messiah. (Sanhedrin 98b). Thus for the Jewish people one reason of the
purpose of this creation is the
coming of the Messiah. Jewish commentators say that
this purpose was expressed
at the beginning of creation:
“And the spirit of G-d hovered over the waters,” (Gen-

esis 1:2). The Sages of Israel
comment: “This refers to the
spirit of Mashiach.” (Midrash Rabbah 2:4, quoted by
Rashi). One of the talmidim
of Yeshua who wrote the Besorah lefi Yochanan has seen
the presence of Mashiach
at the creation: “In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. He
was in the beginning with
God. All things were made
through him, and without him was not any thing
made that was made.” (John
1:1–3), this “Word” is Yeshua haMashiach who came
in this world in flesh “And
the Word became flesh and
dwelt among us, and we have
seen his glory, glory as of the
only Son from the Father,
full of grace and truth.” (14).

Creation of Man

I

n the Jewish tradition,
man who was created
at the image of G-d has
a very high position in the
creation.
Man begins his existence
as the last creature. It has
been demonstrated that the
narration of the Creation is
a genealogy, and in geneal-
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lished to save humanity
from sins, salvation will
come from an offspring of
the women, known later
as the Mashiach. This
salvation will be the main
subject of world history.
Cain and Hevel, the
first two children of
Adam and Chava, bring
offerings to G-d. Hevel
gives the finest of his
flock, and his offering is
accepted, but Cain gives
inferior produce and his
offering is rejected. In
the ensuing quarrel, Cain
kills Hevel and is condemned to wander the
earth.
The Torah traces the
genealogy of the other
children of Adam and
Chava, and the descendants of Cain until the
birth of Noach.
After the death of Seth,
Mankind descends into
evil, and G-d decides that
He will blot out Man in
a flood which will deluge
the world. However, one
man, Noach, finds favor
with G-d.

“Then the man said, ‘This at last is
bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh;
she shall be called Woman, because
she was taken out of Man.’
Therefore a man shall leave his father
and his mother and hold fast to his wife,
and they shall become one flesh.”
(Genesis 2:23–24)

Haftara Overview

Isaiah
42:5-43:10

T

his text of Isaiah
is read in parallel
with the Text of
Bereshit to remind G-d’s
people why the earth
and heavens have been
created and why G-d has
also created his people.
Everybody on the earth
is part of the creation of
G-d, everyone receive
the breath of G-d and
his spirit. “Thus says
G-d, the LORD, who
created the heavens and
stretched them out, who
spread out the earth and
what comes from it,
who gives breath to the
people on it and spirit to
those who walk in it:”
(Isaiah 42:5)
His people has been
given a special covenant,
a great privilege, but
also a commission to
be a LIGHT TO THE
NATION, “I am the
LORD; I have called
you in righteousness; I
will take you by the hand
and keep you; I will give
you as a covenant for
the people, a light for the
nations,” (Isaiah 42:6)
All the nations are going
to sing to the Lord and to
praise him for his goodness. “Sing to the LORD
a new song, his praise
from the end of the earth,
you who go down to the
sea, and all that fills it,
the coastlands and their
inhabitants.” (Isaiah

ogy the most important element is the end of the Genealogy, thus the fact that
Adam was created the last
is the sign that man is the
crown of the creation. G-d
announces man’s creation in
this way: “Let us make man”
(1, 26). A lot of things have
been said about the “We” of
the creation of man. Rabbi
Hirsch says on behalf of the
Jewish tradition that this
“we” is the language of the
ruler who speaks for the
interests of his people; as
if G-d spoke in the name
of the rest of the creation
which is to receive its Adam
in this “man.”
It is interesting to notice
that Rabbi Hirsch also does
not derive the Hebrew word
Adam from Adamah (earth,
ground), He said that this
name ennobles man and
expresses his task and aim.
For Hirsch Adam is related
to Hadom “footstool”: Man
is the “footstool of Divine
Shechina,” or footstool of
the presence of G-d on
earth. He is G-d’s “substitute.” Man is the representative of G-d on earth,
G-d’s appointed ruler, who
is destined to govern this
world according to G-d’s
will. Thus as long as man
takes this G-d given task
to heart, he will be the ruler, the noblest creature in
G-d’s creation.
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Creation and
Commandments

T

he Jewish tradition has
seen a connection between the 6th day of the
creation, when man and woman
have been created and the 6th of
Sivan, the day chosen by God to
give the Torah and specifically
the 10 Commandments to Israel. It is, according to the Jews,
as if G-d made the existence of
his creation dependent on Israel’s
acceptance of G-d’s Torah. Israel
has been chosen to keep alive the
original, G-d-willed conception
of man’s task which mankind either misunderstands or denies. In
this sense we understand that the
existence of the creation which
counts on man of the 6th day, is
closely connected with the day of
Sinai. It is certainly also the reason why the Jewish people have
made a parallel between the 10
Words of Creation (The creation
has been made by the Word of
God) and the 10 commandments
of God. Humanity can exist only
through its faithfulness to the
will of God.”

Purpose of Creation

T

he first narrative of the
creation ends in this way:
“Thus the heavens and
the earth were finished, and all
the host of them.” (Genesis 2:1).
It is clear through this text that
G-d as Boré (Creator) reached and
achieved His goal. All humanity is
coming from our first parents, the

first man and first woman created
on the 6th day, this makes all of
us children of G-d, part of G-d’s
creation and G-d’s “host.” Thus if
G-d is creator, and everything has
its purpose, this should entitle also
men (women) to speak of the aim
and purpose of their lives.
The word “host” used in this
text of Genesis 2 is the translation of Tsevaham, (Tseva + ham)
is a Hebrew word for “Army +
His,” we are all “His host” or “ His
army” and according to Hirsch
( צבאarmy) is related with צוה
(command), which has given the
word Mitsva (commandment).
The “hosts” of this text of Genesis
are those who accept to be “commanded” by the Creator. If man
is part of these great “hosts,” then
he must receive the law of his life
from G-d Who puts him on this
position “And God said to them,
‘Be fruitful and multiply and fill
the earth and subdue it, and have
dominion over the fish of the sea
and over the birds of the heavens
and over every living thing that
moves on the earth.’” (Genesis
1:28). He gave to man and woman
a chance to make life meaningful,
serving his will faithfully.
Serving G-d is to worship on
that special day, end of the creation: “And on the seventh day
God finished his work that he
had done, and he rested on the
seventh day from all his work
that he had done. So God blessed
the seventh day and made it holy,
because on it God rested from all
his work that he had done in creation.” (Genesis 2:2–3).

T

Apostolic Writings — John 1:1-14

here is a strong parallel between the
Beresheet of Genesis
and the Beresheet of the Besorat Yochanan (Gospel of
John) both of them give us
the story of the Creation
which starts with the Hebrew word Beresheet (in the
beginning).
Genesis 1 starts saying:
“In the beginning, God
created the heavens and
the earth.” (Genesis 1:1).
Yochanan 1 starts saying:
“In the beginning was the
Word, and the Word was
with God, and the Word
was God.” (John 1:1). Yochanan wrote an inspired
interpretation of the parasha Beresheet.
Genesis 1 affirms that the
universe was created by the
Word of G-d: “And G-d
said…” Analyzing the text
of Genesis, The Rabbis have
noticed that the universe
was created by 10 sayings
(Word) of G-d. (Gen. 1:3;
Gen. 1:6; Gen. 1:9; Gen.
1:11; Gen. 1:14; Gen. 1:20;
Gen. 1:24; Gen. 1:26; Gen.
1:28; Gen. 1:29). They have
noticed too this same pattern that when G-d spoke
to the entire nation of Israel,
giving the 10 Commandments, that’s why the Jewish
tradition has made a strong
connection between the 10
sayings of the creation and
the 10 sayings of the Commandments. In fact, the
creation can exist and subsist only if men and women
accept to submit themselves
to the 10 commandments.
These commandments are
the basic laws to live in harmony with G-d (first four
commandments) and with

our neighbors (next sixth
commandments). Yochanan
completed his inspired interpretation saying that the
Word, which was with God,
was the Messiah, thus since
the rabbis affirm that the
creation was made by the
Word of God, the Messiah
participated to the creation:
“Through him all things
were made; without him
nothing was made that has
been made. In him was life,
and that life was the light
of men.” (John 1:3-4). This
idea of the presence of the
Messiah at the creation is
also a Jewish idea, The text
of Genesis says that “The
earth was without form and
void, and darkness was over
the face of the deep. And the
Spirit of God was hovering
over the face of the waters.”
(Genesis 1:2), The Midrash
Rabbah (2:4) says: “And the
spirit of God hovered: this alludes to the spirit of Messiah,
as you read, and the spirit of
the Lord shall rest upon him”
(Isaiah 11: 2).
The first creation was the
light: “And G-d said, “Let
there be light,” and there
was light.” (Genesis 1:3).
Yochanan explains “In him
(the Word) was life, and that
life was the light of men. The
light shines in the darkness,
but the darkness has not understood it.” (John 1:4–5).
If there was no light before
the verse 3 of Genesis 1, that
means there was darkness.
The primitive darkness became the type or symbol of
the darkness that was on the
earth when the Mashiach
revealed himself to this
world. The Mashiach was
not recognized, the darkness

was so deep, that the people
of G-d did not recognized
him. Not only his people but
the whole world: “The true
light, which gives light to
everyone, was coming into
the world. He was in the
world, and the world was
made through him, yet the
world did not know him.”
(John 1:9–10). The Word or
Light came into the world in
the flesh: “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among
us.” (John 1:14), the world
has not recognized him But
Yeshua the Mashiach promised that he would come
back: “I will come back and
take you to be with me that
you also may be where I
am.” (John 14:3). The question we could ask and meditate on is: How deep will be
the darkness on earth when He
will come back? This world is
dark, only violence, spiritism, false religions and crises
are dominating and lead the
world. Yeshua said: “See that
no one leads you astray. For
many will come in my name,
saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and
they will lead many astray.
And you will hear of wars
and rumors of wars. See that
you are not alarmed, for this
must take place, but the end
is not yet. For nation will rise
against nation, and kingdom
against kingdom, and there
will be famines and earthquakes in various places.”
(Matthew 24:4–7)
Are we ready to receive
him, to recognize in him
the glory of God as it is
said: “…and we have seen
his glory, glory as of the
only Son from the Father,
full of grace and truth.”
(John 1:14).
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42:10). But G-d’s people
is deaf and blind. He is
not ready to deliver the
message of the almighty.
“Listen, you that are deaf;
and you that are blind,
look up and see! Who is
blind but my servant, or
deaf like my messenger
whom I send? Who is
blind like my dedicated
one, or blind like the
servant of the LORD?”
(Isaiah 42:18-19)
The Lord will forgive
his people and will call
them again his witnesses,
“Bring forth the people
who are blind, yet have
eyes, who are deaf, yet
have ears! Let all the nations gather together, and
let the peoples assemble.
You are my witnesses,
says the LORD, and my
servant whom I have chosen, .” (Isaiah 43:8-10).
Because he redeemed
them and loved them, But
now thus says the LORD,
he who created you, O Jacob, he who formed you,
O Israel: Do not fear, for
I have redeemed you; …
For I am the LORD your
G-d, the Holy One of
Israel, your Savior… you
are precious in my sight,
and honored, and I love
you, … Do not fear, for
I am with you; … everyone who is called by my
name, whom I created for
my glory, whom I formed
and made.” (Isaiah 43:17).

Stories and Traditions
Inspirational
Corner
v Plain and specific prophecies
had been given
regarding the appearance of the
Promised One. To
Adam was given
an assurance of the
coming of the Redeemer. The sentence pronounced
on Satan, “I will
put enmity between thee and the
woman, and between thy seed and
her seed; it shall
bruise thy head,
and thou shalt
bruise his heel”
( Genesis 3:15),
was to our first
parents a promise
of the redemption
to be wrought out
through Messiah.
(AA 222)

How G-d Created?

T

he Midrash tells that
a Roman noblewoman asked Rabbi Yossi
ben Chalafta this question,
“In how many days did G-d
create the world?” Rabbi Yossi
replied, “He created everything on the first day.”
“How is this possible, when
the Torah tells us that creation
was spread over six days?” she
asked. Rabbi Yossi asked her
if she ever prepared a meal
for a guest? “Of course,” she
replied.
“Did you serve it all at once?”
he questioned.
“No, I cooked everything in
the kitchen at the same time,
but then I brought out each
course in its proper time.”
“This is exactly how G-d
created the world,” Rabbi
Yossi replied. “He created
everything on the first day,
but placed everything in its
place on its proper day of the
six days of creation.”

When will you Die?

T

here was a certain
land that was divided into provinces,
and the provincial governors
would gather annually to conduct their affairs. At one of
these gatherings, the governor of one of the small provinces told the others about a
“holy Jew” who lived in his
region. He claimed that this
righteous Jew was able to reveal the future, and that his
prophecies had already been
fulfilled many times.
The governor of the largest
province could not tolerate
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the idea that one of his juniors
should have something to
brag about that he did not,
and he insisted that next time
the other governor should
bring the Jew along with him.
The Jew was immediately very
frightened to be ordered to
come along, but he had no
choice but to obey, praying
constantly as he went.
When they arrived, a
podium had been set up, and
the governor of the largest
province called the Jew to
join him upon it. And then he
asked, to the laughter of the
assembled, “tell me now, Jew,
on what day will you die?”
The governor had planned
this question carefully with a
group of coconspirators— and
had a dagger in his cloak. If
the Jew would say he would
die on any other day, the
governor planned to kill him
immediately—and
should
the Jew say he would die that
same day, then the governor
would hold him until evening.
The Jew paused a moment
from his prayers, and said, “I
will die on the same day that
you do.” The governor froze.
Despite the urgent whispers
of his advisors, he simply
could not move. And when
they asked him afterwards
why he didn’t go through
with his murderous plan, he
said, “you fools! Didn’t you
hear him predict that on the
same day that he will die, I
am going to die as well? So
how could I be so insane as
to kill him? I would have died
the same day!” and the Rebbe
of Nadvorna enjoyed “his
Succah in peace.

Creation of Woman

By the time the Almighty
made mothers, he was into His
sixth day and working overtime.
An Angel appeared and said
“Why are You spending so
much time on this one?”
The Angel tried to stop the
Almighty. “This is too much
work for one day. Wait until
tomorrow to finish.”
“But I can’t!” the Almighty
protested, “I am so close to
finishing this creation; it’s so
close to my own heart.
The Angel moved closer and
touched the woman. “But you
have made her so soft, Almighty.”
“She is soft,” the Almighty
agreed, “but I have also made
her tough. You have no idea what
she can endure or accomplish.”
“Will she be able to think?”
asked the Angel.
The Almighty replied, “Not
only will she be able to think,
she will be able to reason, and
negotiate.”
The Angel then noticed
something and reached out
and touched the woman’s
cheek. “Oops, it looks like you
have a leak with this model. I
told you that you were trying
to put too much into this one.”
“That’s not a leak”, the
Almighty objected, “That’s a
tear!”
“What’s the tear for?” the
Angel asked.
The Almighty said, “The tear
is her way of expressing her joy,
her sorrow, her disappointment,
her pain, her loneliness, her
grief, and her pride.”
The Angel was impressed.
“You are a genius, Almighty.
You thought of everything.
women are truly amazing!”
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v Of each succes-

Genesis 1 1- 6:8
“And G-d said, ‘Let there be light,’ and there was light. And G-d saw that the light was good.
And G-d separated the light from the darkness. G-d called the light Day, and the darkness he
called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day.
And G-d said, ‘Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the waters from the waters.’ And G-d made the expanse and separated the waters that were under
the expanse from the waters that were above the expanse. And it was so. And G-d called the
expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day.” (Genesis
1:3-8)
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sive day of creation,
the sacred record
declares that it consisted of the evening
and the morning, like
all other days that
have followed. At the
close of each day is
given the result of the
Creator’s work. The
statement is made at
the close of the first
week’s record, “These
are the generations
of the heavens and of
the earth when they
were created.” [Genesis 2:4.] But this
does not convey the
idea that the days of
creation were other
than literal days.
Each day was called
a generation, because
that in it God generated, or produced,
some new portion of
his work. (CE 191)

