
Worship in Vancouver, WA
(  On the last two Sabbath I was blessed 
to participate to the worship of the Jewish 
Adventist congregation in Vancouver, WA. 
Th ey have in this congregation a Kabbalat 
Shabbat on Friday evening and a Torah ser-
vice on Shabbat at 4:00 PM.

It was a privilege to meet the members of 
this congregation, they were between 25 to 
30 people Jews, Adventists and Messianics 
meeting together to worship the Lord in a 
Jewish Adventist style. I say a Jewish Ad-
ventist style, because in my opinion we are 
building a unique worship style, which is not 
regular Adventist, not regular Jewish, not 
regular Messianic, but  between all of them.
On the fi rst Shabbat Richard Elofer was 
asked to present the world Jewish Adventist 
ministry, and on the second Shabbat he was 
ask to share the message on the text of the 
Parasha BO. 

We pray every week for 
the leaders of the Jewish 
Ministry, Shabbat - Beshallach
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Tu Bishvat
( Th e month of January has a special cel-
ebration that most of the people ignore, 
this celebration is the New Year of the 
Trees, that is surprising, but the Jewish 
people not only have one new year day 
(Rosh Hashana) but they celebrate in fact 
four New year. According to the Mishnah 
Rosh Hashana 1:1 the four Jewish new-
year are 1) Nissan 1 (March/April), it is 
the religious new year or new year for the 
festivals (all the feasts are fi xed according 
to this date), It is a date which is also called 
the “new year for the king” because the 
date of the kings of Israel were counted 
from Nissan to Nissan. 2) Elul 1 (August/
September) it is the new year for tithe. It 
was specially the day for tithing the cat-
tle. Th e Jewish people counted all the new 
cattle born on that fi scal year (Ellul to 
Ellul). 3) Tishrei 1, (September), it is the 
civil new year, it is from this date that the 
Sabbatical years and the Jubilee start. It 
is the period of the Autumn Feasts: Rosh 
Hashana (Feast of the Trumpets) Yom 
Kippur and Sukkoth. 4) Shevat 15 (Janu-
ary), called TU BiShvat, Tu is a Hebrew 
word composed of the letter Tet 9 + Vav 6 
= 15. It is the new year of the trees,  it is a 
special time when the Almond trees blos-
som in Israel and announces, the Spring 
season.
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Resources:
• Website: https://jewishadventist-org.gcnetadventist.org
A must website. To subscribe to our newsletter. To download some resources (Hebrew Sabbath School, 
and other documents). To order the book “Comfort, Comfort my people…” and many other things.
• Shalom Adventure Magazine online: www.ShalomAdventure.com
If you would like to read articles, watch videos, learn things about Judaism and Israel, this website is just 
for you.
• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WJAFC: If you would like to share with people, this 
forum on facebook is a good place for that.
• Photos on Google+: http://picasaweb.google.com/jewishadventist: We have posted a lot 
of pictures on Internet during the last years. Don’t hesitate to look at them.
• WebRadio: www.shema-israel-radio.com
If you would like to listen Jewish or Messianic songs. If you want to be used to ear modern Hebrew of the 
Apostolic Writings, it is the right radio to listen on the web. 
• Adventist Mission Website: http://wjafc.adventistmission.org/ Th is website is the new 
resource provided by the Offi  ce of Adventist Mission of the General Conference of the Seventh-day 
Adventists.
• Russian Website: http://www.boruh.info/ Th is website is in Russian, many articles and the 
parasha are posted on it every week.

Professional Urban 
Development:
The WJAFC provides:

- Professional Urban 
training for Jewish 
Ministry

- Teaching for 
theological students

- Help to plant new 
congregations.

- Support for Adventist-
Jewish dialogue with 
scholars and rabbis
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We pray every 
week for lead-
ers of the 
Jewish Ministry, 
According to our 
list of prayer for 
2016, I suggest 
that our partners 
pray from January 
24 to 30, 2016, 
for Jeff & Barbara 
Zeremski who are 
the leders of two 
Jewish Adventist 
Congregations 
in Florida,  St 
Petersburg and 
New Port Rickey, 
they also lead 
the work of the 
website Shalom 
Adventure. Let’s 
pray for their min-
istries.
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On Friday a double por-
tion descends to supply the 
Shabbat needs. 

No one is able to obtain 
more than his daily portion, 
but manna collected on Fri-
day suffices for two days so 
the Jews can rest on Shab-
bat. 

Some manna is set aside 
as a memorial for future 
generations. 

When the Jews again 
complain about a lack of 
water, Moshe miraculously 
produces water from a rock. 

Then Amalek attacks. 
Joshua leads the Jews in 
battle while Moshe prays 
for their welfare.

Independence 
& Freedom  

The Torah states: “When 
Pharaoh let the people 
go, G-d did not lead 

them on the road through the 
Philistine country, though 
that was shorter. For G-d said, 
‘If they face war, they might 
change their minds and return 
to Egypt.’” (Ex 13:17).  The 
people of Israel had a long way 
to go before being ready for 
their mission. That is why even 
though the road through the 
Philistine country was shorter 
G-d led them through the long 
way of the Sinai. The main les-
son they had to learn was the 
meaning of the words:  “in-
dependence” and  “Freedom”, 
but Scripture say, then, upon 
seeing war on the road to in-
dependence and freedom, they 
would have returned to the 
slavery of Egypt — this despite 
the fact that they went out of 
Egypt “fully armed” “The Is-
raelites went up out of Egypt 
armed for battle” (Ex 13:18). 
The sword was not lacking at 
their sides, but courage and the 
fighting spirit were lacking in 
their hearts. Most importantly, 
they still lacked trust in G-d, 
the quality that gives a person 
determination and courage, 

of the reverse. Thus Pharaoh 
changed his mind.

It was reported to Pharaoh 
that the people had fled from 
the power of Ba’al Tzafon (god 
of the North), whose terrors had 
prevented the people’s entry into 
the desert and sent them flee-
ing back to the land in a panic. 
In this, Pharaoh saw the defeat 
of the Deity who until then had 
been leading Israel. Pharaoh 
now regretted his decision to 
release the people entirely from 
his service, a decision he now 
regarded as hastily made, into 
which he had been forced by his 
belief in the omnipotence of this 
Deity.

As king of Egypt, he should 
have shown respect for the prin-
ciples of accepted international 
law. Israel was no longer the 
slave people he had inherited 
from his forefathers. They had 
gone out “with an high hand” 
(Ex 14:8 KJV) as free and inde-
pendent people he himself had 
emancipated. He no longer had 
any right over them, and the at-
tempt to force upon them again 
the yoke of slavery was a violent 
act of abduction, which is uni-
versally condemned. 

 
Doubts 

concerning Moshe

The Torah says: “They 
said to Moses, ‘Was 
it because there were 

no graves in Egypt that you 
brought us to the desert to die? 
What have you done to us by 
bringing us out of Egypt?’” 
(Ex 14:11).  The people of Israel 
had doubts concerning Moshe’s 
mission. In view of their situa-
tion, seen from their perspec-
tive, it is easy to account for 
their misgivings. How could 
they assume and what entitled 
them to assume that  G-d 
would lead them to their goal 
in such an extraordinary man-
ner, unprecedented in history, 
a manner running counter to 
all natural assumption? Rabbi 
Yehudah Ha-Levy points out 
that these doubts, which persis-
tently reemerge in the people’s 
minds, constitute an important 
testimonial to the authenticity 
of Moshe’s mission. 

Wait and See

Moses said to the 
people, “Do not 
be afraid. Stand 

firm and you will see the 
deliverance the L-RD will 
bring you today. The Egyp-
tians you see today you will 
never see again.” (Ex 14:13). 
When Moshe says to Israel 
“Stand firm” he wants to 
show them that they can-
not do anything for their 
salvation, “station yourself 
expectantly.” They have to 
trust in G-d’ salvation, to 

wait and see how and with 
what He will accomplish it. 
The only activity required 
of a person at such a criti-
cal moment is להתיצב (to 
stand) an inwardly directed 
activity that brings the per-
son into a state of calm and 
into a stance of quiet antici-
pation.

This salvation is expressed 
in the text as Ur’u et yeshuat 
hashem את־יׁשועת  וראו 
 Rabbi Hirsch says .יהוה
that “Yeshua denotes salva-
tion in regard to the being 
of man who is in danger.” 
The people of Israel were in 
danger of death, that is why 
G-d said to them stand and 
see how I will deliver you. 
It is great that our Messiah 
is called Yeshua, human be-
ings are in danger of death, 
not the common death but 
eternal death, that is why 
G-d sent the Messiah, but 
this Messiah had a special 
name, Yeshua, which meant  
a lot for the people who un-
derstood  Hebrew.

A Pillar of fire 
and Cloud

It is believed that salva-
tion is only the work of 
God and man has noth-

ing to do to get this salva-
tion, but that is a misun-
derstanding, men have their 

Parasha for  
this Week

Beshallach

 jA;lAvV;b 
Exodus 13:17 - 17:16

“But the Israelites walked on dry 
ground through the sea, the waters 

forming a wall for them on their right 
and on their left.” (Exodus 14:29)
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Parasha Overview:
Beshallach

Pharaoh finally 
sends B’nei Yis-
rael out of Egypt. 

With pillars of cloud and 
fire, G-d leads them to-
ward Eretz Yisrael on a 
long route, avoiding the 
Philistines (the shortest 
would have been through 
Gaza). 

Pharaoh regrets the loss 
of so many slaves and 
chases Israel with his army. 
The Israelites are very 
afraid as the Egyptians 
draw close, but G-d pro-
tects them. Moshe raises 
his staff and G-d splits the 
sea, enabling the people of 
Israel to cross safely. 

Pharaoh, his heart hard-
ened by G-d, commands 
his army to pursue, where-
upon the waters crash 
down upon the Egyptian 
army. 

Moshe and Miriam 
lead the men and women, 
respectively, in a song of 
thanks. 

After three days of travel 
only to find bitter waters 
at Marah, the people com-
plain. Moshe miraculously 
produces potable water. 

In Marah they receive 
certain mitzvot. 

The people complain 
that they ate better food in 
Egypt. G-d sends quails 
for meat and provides 
manna, a miraculous bread 
that falls from the sky ev-
ery day except Shabbat. 

power and enthusiasm, no matter 
what the task and under any cir-
cumstances, since he knows that 
all is in His hands.

An Extraordinary 
G-d 

In this narrative of Exodus 
13:17-22 the ordinary name 
of G-d, Elohim, is used. 

“When Pharaoh let the people 
go, G-d [El-him] did not lead 
them by way of the land of 
the Philistines, although that 
was near. For G-d [El-him] 
said, “Lest the people change 
their minds when they see 
war and return to Egypt.” But 
G-d [El-him] led the people 
around by the way of the wil-
derness toward the Red Sea. 
And the people of Israel went 
up out of the land of Egypt 
equipped for battle. Moses 
took the bones of Joseph with 
him, for Joseph had made the 
sons of Israel solemnly swear, 
saying, “G-d [El-him] will 
surely visit you, and you shall 
carry up my bones with you 
from here.” Only in the verse 
21, “And the L-rd [YHWH] 
went before them by day in 
a pillar of cloud to lead them 
along the way, and by night 
in a pillar of fire to give them 
light, that they might travel by 
day and by night. The pillar 

of cloud by day and the pillar 
of fire by night did not depart 
from before the people.” (Exo-
dus 13:21–22), which speaks of 
G-d’s extraordinary, revealed 
guidance, where he goes before 
them in a pillar of cloud and in 
a pillar of fire, does the Name 
YHWH (Hashem) — denot-
ing the extraordinary ways of 
G-ds providence — recur, as 
in the account of the extraor-
dinary wonders He performed 
in Egypt.  The name YHWH 
is always denoting a very close 
G-d to human beings, the G-d 
who wants to guide us, who 
wants to save us, who wants to 
be our friend.

Israel is no longer 
in Slavery 

The Torah affirms, “Pha-
raoh will think, ‘The Is-
raelites are wandering 

around the land in confusion” (Ex 
14:3). It seems that Pharaoh has 
not yet accepted the supremacy of 
the G-d of Israel. At first he drove 
them out with the full intention 
that they should not return, and 
here, too he reproaches himself  
“What have we done? We have let 
the Israelites go and have lost their 
services!” (Ex 14:5). Furthermore 
their turning back mentioned in 
the verse 2 is not evidence of their 
flight from Egypt, but rather, 



Haftara Overview 
Judges 4:4 - 5:31

The text of the 
Haftara is about 
Deborah one of 

the rare prophetess of the 
Bible: “At that time Deb-
orah, a prophetess, wife of 
Lappidoth, was judging 
Israel..” (Judges. 4:4).

In the parasha we have 
the description of another 
prophetess, Miriam. It is 
said:  And Miriam sang 
to them:  “Sing to the 
LORD, for he has tri-
umphed gloriously; horse 
and rider he has thrown 
into the sea.” (Exodus 
15:21).  Miriam was the 
first prophetess in Israel. 
G-d uses men and women 
to reveal his will to the 
humanity.

Exactly as Miriam was 
a great support for Mo-
ses, Deborah supported 
Barak, the chef of the  
army of Israel: “Then 
Deborah said to Barak, 
“Up! For this is the day on 
which the LORD has giv-
en Sisera into your hand. 
The LORD is indeed go-
ing out before you.” So 
Barak went down from 
Mount Tabor with ten 
thousand warriors follow-
ing him. And the LORD 
threw Sisera and all his 
chariots and all his army 
into a panic before Barak; 
Sisera got down from his 
chariot and fled away on 
foot, ..” (Judges. 4:14-15).

When Moses got his 
victory over the Egyp-
tian army he sang a song 
with Myriam:  Then Mo-

ses and the Israelites sang 
this song to the L-rd:  “I 
will sing to the L-rd, for 
he has triumphed glori-
ously; horse and rider he 
has thrown into the sea 
(Exodus 15:1).

When Barak got his 
victory over the army of 
Sisera, he sang a song 
with Deborah: Then 
Deborah and Barak son 
of Abinoam sang on that 
day, saying: “When locks 
are long in Israel, when 
the people offer them-
selves willingly— bless 
the Lord! (Judges 5:1-2)

“Awake, awake, 
Deborah! 
Awake, awake, 
utter a song! 
Arise, Barak, 
lead away your captives, 
O son of Abinoam. 

(Judges. 5:12)

part in salvation, through 
courage accompanied by 
trust in G-d. That is why 
G-d asked Moshe to do 
something “Raise your staff 
and stretch out your hand 
over the sea to divide the 
water so that the Israelites 
can go through the sea on 
dry ground.” (Ex 14:16). 
G-d will act but He needs 
our part, He needs our 
trust, He needs our faith, 
He needs that we believe 
that He is able to save us 
from where we are.

To comfort Israel G-d sent 
a “pillar of fire and cloud.” 
“During the last watch of 
the night the L-RD looked 
down from the pillar of fire 
and cloud at the Egyptian 
army and threw it into con-
fusion.” (Ex 14:24). Such 
a pillar was the messenger 
and servant of G-d’s glance, 
it accomplished His will. In 
Psalm 77 the opening of the 
sea is described with thunder 
and lightning “Your thunder 
was heard in the whirlwind, 
your lightning lit up the 
world; the earth trembled 
and quaked. Your path led 
through the sea, your way 
through the mighty waters, 
though your footprints were 
not seen.” (Psa 77:18–19). 
Perhaps this description is 
an expression of the bewil-
dering and destructive effect 
of the pillar of fire and cloud, 
and effect that can be seen in 
this verse and the next. “And 

We are at the spe-
cial time of Tu-
Beshvat, the new 

year of the trees (see news), 
a few weeks before Passover. 
The last chapters of the Be-
sorah of Mark is about the 
sacrifice of yeshua who is the 
true lamb of God, and the 
one who brings hope to this 
world through his resurrec-
tion. 

In the parasha we are still 
in a situation of conflict, 
the people of Israel will be 
completely delivered from 
Pharaoh and his armies only 
when they will cross the Red 
Sea. As long as they are on 
the Egyptian side of the sea 
they are in danger. In the 
same way the Besorah of 
Mark  describes the conflict 
situation of Yeshua with the 
Scribes and the Temple’s 
leaders. It is the last night 
before the crucifixion, Ye-
shua is arrested: “Then they 
laid hands on him and ar-
rested him..” (Mark 14:46). 
The disciples want to defend 
him:  “But one of those who 
stood near drew his sword 
and struck the slave of the 
high priest, cutting off his 
ear” (Mark 14:47). But Ye-
shua knows that he has to 
accept his destiny and stops  
the disciples:  “Have you 
come out with swords and 
clubs to arrest me as though 
I were a bandit? Day after 
day I was with you in the 

temple teaching, and you 
did not arrest me. But let 
the scriptures be fulfilled.” 
(Mark 14:48-49). It is not 
time to fight for.  He did not 
come to take the sword and 
to fight the Roman armies 
to deliver Jerusalem from 
the occupation. In the para-
sha also it was not time to 
fight the army of Pharaoh, 
Even though Pharaoh re-
gretted to let go the people 
of Israel, and gathered his 
army to stop God’s people, 
God did not want Israel to 
fight against Pharaoh. God 
wanted to demonstrate to Is-
rael, that victory over human 
armies can come through 
miracles. Thus the Red Sea 
opened miraculously to let 
the Israelites cross through 
it on a dry ground, and 
when the army of Pharaoh 
came forward to cross the 
sea, the water came back to 
its regular level and they all 
were drowned. The Israelites 
would never see again Pha-
raoh and his army. 

In the Besorah of Mark, 
the disciples were really 
disappointed, they were 
sure that Yeshua was the 
Mashiach, the one who 
would deliver Jerusalem 
from the Roman armies. 
They did not understand 
what was happening and 
all of them left him:  “All of 
them deserted him and fled.” 
(Mark 14:50). 

It is very strange to see 
how the Temple leaders were 
against Yeshua. Of course in 
one way they were afraid of 
what he could do to the tem-
ple and their own business. 
Some witnesses said: “We 
heard him say, ‘I will destroy 
this temple that is made with 
hands, and in three days I will 
build another, not made with 
hands.’” (Mark 14:58). If the 
Temple would be destroyed, 
these people who were the 
Sadducees, and who were 
legitimate only through the 
temple would disappear. And 
it is what happened, forty 
years later, when the temple 
was destroyed by the Roman 
Empire, the Sadducees dis-
appeared and the Pharisees 
became the leaders of Israel. 
Their fears became a reality 
four decades after taking re-
sponsibility on releasing yesh-
ua to the Romans authorities.

But the innocence of yeshua 
is a fact, the high priest could 
not prove that he was guilty, 
they looked for witnesses, 
they did not find any, and 
then they provided false wit-
nesses: “Now the chief priests 
and the whole council were 
looking for testimony against 
Jesus to put him to death; but 
they found none. For many 
gave false testimony against 
him, and their testimony did 
not agree. … But even on this 
point their testimony did not 
agree”. (Mark 14:55-59).

“This is what the LORD has commanded: 
‘Gather as much of it as each of you needs, an 
omer to a person according to the number of 
persons, all providing for those in their own 

tents.’” (Exodus 16:16)
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the Egyptians said, “Let’s get 
away from the Israelites! The 
L-RD is fighting for them 
against Egypt.”” (Ex 14:25).

Miracles

The Torah states: “...
and G-d moved the 
sea with a strong east 

wind…” (Exodus 14:21) As 
long as anyone can remember, 
the sun has risen in the east 
and set in the west. Gravity 
tirelessly stops us from flying 
off the face of the globe, and 
waterfalls, with singular de-
termination, flow only down-
ward. Water wets. Fire burns.

The list of faithfully un-
changing phenomena in this 
world is nearly endless. But it 
was not always so. In the six 
days of primordial creation, 
nothing was fixed. Every 
day brought a revelation and 
a revolution to the previous 
day’s existence. Another day, 
another miracle. On the first 
day, there was no Heaven 
— the whole of creation was 
changed when Heaven was 
miraculously created on the 
second day; on the second 
day there was no earth, no 
vegetation; on the third day 
there was no sun, no stars; 
on the fourth, there were no 
living creatures; on the fifth, 
no man, and on the sixth, no 
Shabbat.

The same G-d who was in-
volved in the creation of the 
world was involved in the 
miracles of spliting the sea 

in front of God’s people. The 
torah said that a “East wind” 
can also be translated accord-
ing to Rambam as a spirit 
from ancient days. When the 
sea split in front of Go’d Peo-
ple, they were witnessing a 
miracle which referred to the 
creation. (Sources: Kedushat 
Levi, The Ramban & www.
orh.edu)

The Manna

In the Parasha, the Torah 
relates how G-d provid-
ed Israel with ‘manna’ - 

‘bread from heaven.’ G-d told 
Moshe, “Then the Lord said 
to Moses, “Behold, I am about 
to rain bread from heaven for 
you, and the people shall go 
out and gather a day’s por-
tion every day, that I may test 
them, whether they will walk 
in my law or not.” (Exodus 
16:4). The manna came down 
each morning covered with a 
layer of dew. No matter how 
much manna a person col-
lected, when they brought it 
home it amounted to exactly 
“one Omer” per person. Each 
day, they went out and gath-
ered their daily portion of 
manna. Any manna left over 
to the next day spoiled.

The manna did not come on 
Shabbat. Each Friday, they 
received a double portion of 
manna. The two Challot we 
place on the Shabbat table 
commemorates the double 
portion of manna which came 
in honor of Shabbat.

Apostolic Writings — Mark 14:45-59



STORIES AND TRADITIONS

Inspirational 
Corner

v  �e monarch hard-
ened his heart, and 
went on from one step 
to another of unbelief, 
until throughout the 
vast realm of Egypt the 
�rstborn, the pride of 
every household, had 
been laid low. A�er 
this he hurried with his 
army a�er Israel. He 
sought to bring back a 
people delivered by the 
arm of Omnipotence. 
But he was �ghting 
against a Power greater 
than any human 
power, and with his 
host he perished in the 
waters of the Red Sea. 
(CTr 103)   

Inspirational 
Corner

v   These words [the 
song of Moses] were 
repeated unto all Is-
rael, and formed a song 
which was often sung, 
poured forth in exalted 
strains of melody. This 
was the wisdom of Mo-
ses to present the truth 
to them in song, that 
in strains of melody 
they should become 
familiar with them, 
and be impressed upon 
the minds of the whole 
nation, young and old. 
It was important for 
the children to learn 
the song; for this would 
speak to them, to warn, 
to restrain, to reprove, 
and encourage. It was a 
continual sermon. (Ev 
496, 497)

The Leper Messiah

Rabbi Yehoshua ben 
Levi met Elijah while 
the prophet was stand-

ing at the entrance to the cave 
of Rabbi Shimon bar Yohai. 
Rabbi Yehoshua asked him, 

“Do I have a place in the 
world to come?” Elijah replied, 
“If the master desires it.”

As Elijah spoke, Rabbi 
Yehoshua looked about in 
wonderment. Perhaps it was 
only the echo from the cave 
before which he stood, but 
later on when he would speak 
of this meeting with Elijah, he 
would say, “I saw two of us but 
I heard the voice of a third.”

Rabbi Yehoshua asked 
Elijah another question about 
the future time: 

“When will the Messiah 
come? Elijah answered, “Go 
and ask him, himself.” 

Rabbi Yehoshua was 
amazed: “You mean I could 
find him, talk to him—now? 
Where is he?” 

Elijah said, “You can find 
him at the gates of Rome.” 
“How will I recognize him 
at the gates of Rome?” asked 
Rabbi Yehoshua. 

Elijah told him, “There he 
sits among the lepers whom 
you will find unwinding all 
of their bandages at the same 
time and then covering their 
sores with clean bandages. 
The Messiah is the only one 
who unwinds and rewinds 
his bandages one at a time, 
thinking, ‘I want to be ready 
at a moment’s notice if I am 
called’.”

Rabbi Yehoshua traveled 
from the cave of Rabbi Shimon 
bar Yohai all the way to Rome 
— a journey that seemed to 

take him only a few steps. 
He was not frightened by the 
strong gates of the enemy 
nor the pitiful condition 
of the lepers. Keeping in 
mind Elijah’s advice of how 
to identify the Messiah in 
the most unlikely of places 
among the most wretched of 
people, he quickly spotted 
the one poor sufferer who was 
unwrapping and rewrapping 
only one sore at a time. 

Rabbi Yehoshua approached 
him and said, “Peace be upon 
you, my master and teacher.” 
The leper looked knowingly 
at him and replied, “Peace be 
upon you, son of Levi.” 

Rabbi Yehoshua asked him, 
“When will the master come?” 
“Today,” said the leper.

Rabbi Yehoshua returned to 
Elijah in the blink of an eye. 
Elijah said to him, “What did 
the Messiah say to you?” 

Rabbi Yehoshua replied, 
“He said, ‘Peace be upon you, 
son of Levi’.” Elijah said, “Ah! 
As to your first question of me, 
he assured you that both you 
and your father have a place in 
the world to come.” 

Rabbi Yehoshua said, “But 
he lied to me, saying, ‘Today 
I will come.’ But he has not 
come.” Elijah said, “No, he 
did not say that he would 
come ‘today’. Rather, he was 
quoting a Psalm verse to you: 
Today—if only you will listen 
to His voice (Psalm 95:7). 
(from Sanhedrin 98a)

Great are the 
Deeds of 

the righteous

The torah says “Plant 
them on your holy 
mountain, in the Sanc-

tuary of G-d which your hands 
have founded” (Exodus 15:17)
and the Talmud states: “Said 
the son of Kapara: greater are 
the deeds of the righteous than 
the work of heaven and earth.” 
(Ketuvot 5a).

The Talmud (Taanis 25a)
relates the following story:

So poor was Rabbi Chanina, 
that he would live on a kav of 
carobs from Friday to Friday. 
One day, his wife said to him:  
“How long must we suffer such 
poverty? Pray that we should be 
provided with sustenance.” 

Rabbi Chanina prayed and 
the form of a hand extended 
itself from heaven and gave 
them a table-leg of gold.

That night, his wife saw the 
righteous in the world to come 
in a dream. Everyone was 
sitting at three-legged tables of 
gold, while she and her husband 
sat at a table with two legs. So 
again Rabbi Chanina prayed, 
and the golden leg was retrieved 
from them.

The second miracle, concludes 
the Talmud, was greater than 
the first. For while things may 
be given from heaven, they are 
not taken back.

The Lubavitcher Rebbe 
explains “It is far easier for 
a spiritual reality to find 
expression in a physical form 
than for something to be 
divested of its physicality and 
revert to a purer and more 
elevated state. Hence the 
talmudic axiom: things are far 
more readily given from heaven 
than they are taken back. 
Or, in the words of the son of 
Kapara, “greater are the deeds 
of the righteous than the work 
of heaven and earth.” (Chabad.
org).

“Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the LORD drove the sea back 
by a strong east wind all night and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. 
And the people of Israel went into the midst of the sea on dry ground, the waters being 
a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. The Egyptians pursued and went 
in after them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and his horse-
men. And in the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fi re and of cloud looked 
down on the Egyptian forces and threw the Egyptian forces into a panic, clogging 
their chariot wheels so that they drove heavily. And the Egyptians said, “Let us fl ee 
from before Israel, for the LORD fi ghts for them against the Egyptians.”” (Exodus 
14:21–25 ESV)
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