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Resources:
• Website: www.jewishadventist.org 
A must website. To subscribe to our newsletter. To download some resources (Hebrew Sabbath School, 
and other documents). To order the book “Comfort, Comfort my people…” and many other things.
• Shalom Adventure Magazine online: www.ShalomAdventure.com 
If you would like to read articles, watch videos, learn things about Judaism and Israel, this website is just 
for you.
• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WJAFC: If you would like to share with people, this 
forum on facebook is a good place for that.
• Photos on Google+: https://get.google.com/albumarchive/1131446298409925652
91?source=pwa We have posted a lot of pictures on Internet during the last years. Don’t hesitate to 
look at them.
• Adventist Mission Website: http://wjafc.globalmissioncenters.org/ This website is the 
new resource provided by the Office of Adventist Mission of the General Conference of the Seventh-day 
Adventists.
• Russian Website: http://www.boruh.info/ This website is in Russian, many articles and the 
parasha are posted on it every week.

Professional Urban 
Development:
The WJAFC provides:

- Professional Urban 
training for Jewish 
Ministry

- Teaching for 
theological students

- Help to plant new 
congregations.

- Support for Adventist-
Jewish dialogue with 
scholars and rabbis

Journal of Information and Training — Issue 718 — 11 February 2017 / 15 Shvat 5777

We pray every 
week for the 
Jewish Ministry. 
I suggest our 
partners to pray 
from February 
12-17 for Alan 
Reinach &              
Anatoly 
Gurguiala, 
Alan is lead-
ing the work 
in California, 
and Anatoly is 
the pastor of 
the Glendale, 
Jewish Russian 
Adventist con-
gregation in 
California. 
The work in 
California is 
difficult that is 
why we request 
your prayers 
for the work in 
California.
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Carlos Muniz

NEWS
Holocaust Day in Kiev
v The Jewish Adventist congregation in Kiev 
has celebrated the Holocaust Day on January 28. 
Indeed ,Alexandra Obrevko posted this news: 
On January 28, “our congregation had a special 
day. First, we joined to the world action ‘We 
remember’ (for more information: http://
www.haaretz.com/jewish/news/1.767917). 
After worshipping we took a photo of all the 
members and guests with the slogans of this 
gathering in Ukrainian, English, and Hebrew, 
It is posted on our Facebook page (https://
www.facebook.com/Beit.Shalom.SDA.Kyiv/
photos/a.825203340841328.1073741828.82
4513560910306/1588554851172836/?type=
3&theater)

sung the Kaddish prayer, which is a prayer of 
sanctification of the name of G-d. 

Movie/Interview in Israel
v BibleStream, a German organization is do-
ing a very good work to translate our articles and 
to promote the work among Adventists. They 
have just released a very interesting movie/inter-
view “In the Footsteps of the Fathers” made in Israel.

Here is Kai Mester’s message from his last emails. 
“I am forwarding to you a nice movie/interview 
made in Israel by my fellow-workers Waldemar 
Laufersweiler and Henry Stober.” this movie has 
been posted on three different places on Internet: 
bibelstream: http://www.bibelstream.org/EN/
in-the-footsteps-of-fathers---waldemar-laufers-
weiler.html
YouTube : h t t p s : / /www.you tube . com/
watch?v=JHvdBmIlQF8
Vimeo: https://vimeo.com/200632958

After the worship we had a special program 
dedicated to the memory of Holocaust’s vic-
tims. We invited, Victor Dotsenko PhD, and 
professor of History, to present a lecture: “The 
Existential, Political, Religious, Ideological, 
and Social Roots of the Holocaust.” The at-
tendance to this lecture was about 40 people. 
We also have kept a minute of silence and 



tion descends to supply the 
Shabbat needs. 

No one is able to obtain 
more than his daily portion, 
but manna collected on Fri-
day suffices for two days so 
the Jews can rest on Shab-
bat. 

Some manna is set aside 
as a memorial for future 
generations. 

When the Jews again 
complain about a lack of 
water, Moshe miraculously 
produces water from a rock. 

Then Amalek attacks. 
Joshua leads the Jews in 
battle while Moshe prays 
for their welfare.

Who Sent Israel?

The parasha starts 
stating: “And it 
came to pass when 

Pharaoh sent out the peo-
ple…” (Exodus 13:17). 
Moshe fought with Pharaoh 
to get the people of Israel 
to be released from Egyp-
tian bondage. But Pharaoh 
stubbornly refused till G-d 
performed many miracles 
and disasters in Egypt. As 
strange as it may seem, there 
were still some Jews who 
thanked pharaoh for “send-
ing” (Beshallach) them as if it 
was by his will that Pharaoh 
sent (shallach) the people of 
Israel out of Egypt. That 
is why the Jewish scholars 
asked the question: Why 
the Torah used the word 
Vayehi in the first verse of 
this parasha, when the Ge-
mara (Megillah 10b) states 
that the word Vayehi trans-
lated “and it came” often 
denotes a time of distress. 
Even though the leaving of 
Israel from Egypt is a good 
news this verse portrays a 
sad situation, after all the 
suffering of Israel under the 
rule of Pharaoh some gave 
credit to pharaoh for send-
ing them Vayehi Beshallach 
Pharaoh Ha’am “It came to 

Parasha for  
this Week

Beshallach
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Exodus 13:17 - 17:16
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Parasha Overview:
Beshallach

Pharaoh finally 
sends B’nei Yis-
rael out of Egypt. 

With pillars of cloud and 
fire, G-d leads them to-
ward Eretz Yisrael on a 
long route, avoiding the 
Philistines (the shortest 
would have been through 
Gaza). 

Pharaoh regrets the loss 
of so many slaves and 
chases Israel with his army. 
The Israelites are very 
afraid as the Egyptians 
draw close, but G-d pro-
tects them. Moshe raises 
his staff and G-d splits the 
sea, enabling the people of 
Israel to cross safely. 

Pharaoh, his heart hard-
ened by G-d, commands 
his army to pursue, where-
upon the waters crash 
down upon the Egyptian 
army. 

Moshe and Miriam 
lead the men and women, 
respectively, in a song of 
thanks. 

After three days of travel 
only to find bitter waters 
at Marah, the people com-
plain. Moshe miraculously 
produces potable water. 

In Marah they receive 
certain mitzvot. 

The people complain 
that they ate better food in 
Egypt. G-d sends quails 
for meat and provides 
manna, a miraculous bread 
that falls from the sky ev-
ery day except Shabbat. 

On Friday a double por-

pass that Pharaoh sent out the 
people…” instead of praising 
and thanking G-d. 

The Bones of Yosef

Moses wanted to 
keep the promise 
Israel made to Jo-

seph, that is why it is writ-
ten: “Moses took the bones 
of Joseph with him, for Jo-
seph had made the sons of 
Israel solemnly swear, saying, 
‘God will surely visit you, and 
you shall carry up my bones 
with you from here.’” (Exo-
dus 13:19). According to the 
tradition of Israel (Sotah 13a) 
while the people of Israel 
were busy to go to the house 
of the Egyptians asking for 
gold and silver, Moses was 
occupied to fulfill the prom-
ise of Israel to Joseph. And he 
gathered the bones of Joseph 
in a box we would call today 
ossuary. However the Jewish 
tradition asks a question here, 
because Moses was a Lev-
ite, and since the laws were 
given orally since the time of 
Abraham, it is stated that the 
members of the tribe of Levy 
cannot defile themselves with 
a dead corpse. But the Jewish 
people specify that when no-
body is taking care of a dead 
corps, it is mitzvah even for 

a Kohen to defile himself in 
order to take care of it. Then, 
Since all the people of Israel 
were busy to gather the gold 
and silver of the Egyptians, 
no one took care of the bones 
of Yosef. Moshe, in his wis-
dom, occupied himself with 
the mitzvah of caring for the 
bones of Yosef because it was 
a case of meit mitzvah, for 
which even a Kohen may de-
file himself.
Another question was to re-
member where were the bones 
of Joseph, some thought that 
since Joseph was a sort of 
Prime minister in Egypt, his 
bones were buried in one of 
the great sepulcher of Egypt, 
and some other believed that 
its bones were in the middle 
of the Nile, but it was by rev-
elation that Moses knew the 
exact location of the bones of 
Yosef and took them for the 
promise land where he was 
properly buried, by his de-
scendants.

True Freedom

The Torah states, 
“And on that day 
the Almighty saved 

the Israelites from the hand 
of Egypt” (Exodus 14:30). 
Which day does the Torah re-
fer to when it writes “on that 

day” and what lesson can we 
learn from the reference to 
that day?

The Ohr Hachayim com-
ments that the Torah states 
that “on that day” the Isra-
elites were saved, it was the 
very same day that the Egyp-
tians who pursued them per-
ished in the sea. However, 
the Israelites were liberated 
from Egypt and left Egypt 
before this. Why only now 
that the Egyptians drowned 
in the sea did they feel saved?

The Israelites only felt 
saved once they felt secure 
that the Egyptians would no 
longer pursue them. We see 
from this that even though 
in actuality a person is free, 
he is not really considered 
free unless he personally 
feels free. A person who 
worries and feels insecure 
is a person who is impris-
oned even though he is not 
behind bars and no one will 
harm him.

Rabbi Packouz affirms 
that to be truly free you must 
feel free and this is up to you. 
You have a great deal of con-
trol over your thoughts if you 
work on it. The greater your 
mastery over your thoughts, 
the greater freedom you will 
experience in life!

Character  
Development

When the Chil-
dren of Israel 
were saved from 

the attacking Egyptians by 
the Sea of Reeds, the Torah 
records their song of thanks 
to the Almighty. The Sages 
in the Talmud say that even 
the maidservants witnessed 
at the crossing of the sea a 
mystical vision greater than 
that witnessed by the proph-
et Yechezkel (Ezekiel).

Rabbi Chaim Shmuelev-
itz commented on this that 
the maidservants remained 
maidservants and did not 
reach the level reached by 
Yechezkel. A person can ex-
perience the greatest experi-
ence, but if it does not lead 
him to elevating his behav-
ior, it is nothing.

Similarly, Rav Chaim said, 
we read how nations trembled 
when they heard about the 
splitting of the sea and the 
drowning of the Egyptians. 
(“Nations heard and they 
trembled” - Exodus 15:14.) 
What happened with the na-
tions? They had a special feel-
ing for a few moments, but it 
did not lead them to any ma-
jor changes in their lives.

“And the L-RD went before 
them by day in a pillar of cloud 

to lead them along the way, 
and by night in a pillar of fire 
to give them light, that they 
might travel by day and by 

night.” (Exodus 13:21)

Moses’ Prophecy

Moshe sang: “You 
will bring them 
in and plant them 

on your own mountain, the 
place, O LORD, which you 
have made for your abode, 
the sanctuary, O Lord, which 
your hands have established.” 
(Exodus 15:17). Rashi says 
that by saying, “You will 
bring them,” instead of “You 
will bring us,” Moshe was 
prophesying that he would 
not enter the promise land. 
Let’s remember that Only 
those people who were be-
tween the ages of 20 and 60 
when Israel left Egypt died 
in the wilderness, anyone 
younger or older survived 
(Bava Batra 121b). Thus, the 
people who sang the shirah 
(song of Exodus 15) were 80 
years old at that time, and 
they all deserved to come to 
the Promise Land.

The only exception was 
Moshe. He too, was now 80 
years old, but he did not en-
ter the Land. Consequently, 
Rashi correctly says that 
Moshe unknowingly proph-
esied that he would not come 
into Canaan, but all the oth-
ers his age, who had sung the 
shirah, did indeed come to 
Israel.



Haftarah Overview:
Judges 4:4 - 5:31

The text of the 
Haftara is about 
Deborah one of 

the rare prophetess of 
the Bible: “At that time 
Deborah, a prophetess, 
wife of Lappidoth, was 
judging Israel..” (Judges. 
4:4).

In the parasha we have 
the description of anoth-
er prophetess, Miriam. 
It is said:  And Miriam 
sang to them:  “Sing to 
the LORD, for he has 
triumphed gloriously; 
horse and rider he has 
thrown into the sea.” 
(Exodus 15:21).  Miriam 
was the first prophetess 
in Israel. G-d uses men 
and women to reveal his 
will to the humanity.

Exactly as Miriam was 
a great support for Mo-
ses, Deborah supported 
Barak, the chef of the  
army of Israel: “Then 
Deborah said to Barak, 
“Up! For this is the day 
on which the LORD 
has given Sisera into 
your hand. The LORD 
is indeed going out be-
fore you.” So Barak went 
down from Mount Tabor 
with ten thousand war-
riors following him. And 
the LORD threw Sisera 
and all his chariots and 
all his army into a panic 
before Barak; Sisera got 
down from his chariot 
and fled away on foot, ..” 
(Judges. 4:14-15).

When Moses got his 
victory over the Egyp-

tian army he sang a song 
with Myriam:  Then Mo-
ses and the Israelites sang 
this song to the L-rd:  “I 
will sing to the L-rd, for 
he has triumphed glori-
ously; horse and rider he 
has thrown into the sea 
(Exodus 15:1).

When Barak got his 
victory over the army of 
Sisera, he sang a song 
with Deborah: Then 
Deborah and Barak son 
of Abinoam sang on that 
day, saying: “When locks 
are long in Israel, when 
the people offer them-
selves willingly— bless 
the Lord! (Judges 5:1-2)

“Awake, awake, 
Deborah! 
Awake, awake, 
utter a song! 
Arise, Barak, 
lead away your captives, 
O son of Abinoam. 

(Judges. 5:12)

Playing and 
Dancing

The Torah states: 
“Then Miriam the 
prophetess, the sis-

ter of Aaron, took the tam-
bourine in her hand, and 
all the women went out 
after her with tambourines 
and dancing. And Miriam 
sang [Vata’an] to them [La-
hem]: “Sing to the LORD, 
for he has triumphed glo-
riously; the horse and his 
rider he has thrown into the 
sea.” (Exodus 15:20–21). In 
the verse 21, the Hebrew 
word Vata’an means liter-
ally “answered” not “sang,” 
the question is to whom 
Miriam answered? Upon 
witnessing the great mir-
acles at the Red Sea, Mo-
ses and the people of Israel 
sang praise to G-d. When 
Miriam heard, the men 
singing, she led a group of 
women with tambourines. 
However, men were sur-
prised that women took 
their instruments, played 
music and danced, thus 
Miriam Vata’an “answered” 
lahem “to them” to sing as 
they were playing the in-
struments, and then the 
men sung, and the women 
played music. 

If at it is often suggested 
Miriam would have asked 
the women to sing, the 
Torah would have stated 
Vata’an Lahen (final “hen” 
feminine), but it is written 

In Exodus 15 we have 
“the song of Moses” 
The people of Israel led 

by Miriam are celebrating 
freedom, the liberation of 
the people of Israel. It is first 
a celebration of the Lord. 
“The Lord is my strength 
and my defense, He has be-
come my salvation” (Exodus 
15:2). 

The Apostolic Writings 
make a good reminder of 
this song of Moses in the 
book of Revelation. In that 
book we see the final vic-
tory of God’s people. Yo-
chanan saw seven angels 
with the last seven plagues 
(a reminder of the plagues 
of Egypt), but in his vision 
he also saw a “sea of glass 
glowing with fire” (Rev-
elation 15:2) on this sea of 
glass were “those who had 
been victorious over the 
beast and its image and over 
the number of its name. 
They held harps given them 
by God and sang the song 
of God’s servant Moses and 
of the Lamb.” (Rev 15:2-3). 
The two songs, the song of 
Moses and a new song called 
“the song of the lamb”, both 
of them are praising the 
Lord for his deeds.

Moses says “the greatness 
of your majesty you threw 
down those who opposed 
you.” (Ex 15:7) Yochanan 
says “Great and marvelous 
are your deeds, Lord God 
Almighty.” (Rev 15:3). 

Moses says: “The L-rd is 
a warrior; the L-rd is his 
name.” (Ex 15:3) Yochanan 
says: “Who will not fear 
you, O Lord, and bring 
glory to your name?” (Rev 
15:4).

The result of the deeds of 
the Lord is that “All nations 
will come and worship be-
fore you, for your righteous 
acts have been revealed.” 
(Rev 15:4).

The Exodus was a won-
derful experience for the 
people of Israel. The last 
events, when the plagues 
will be poured on the earth 
but not on G-d’s people will 
announce the soon coming 
of the Messiah, the last de-
liverance. Then the people 
of G-d will experience this 
wonderful experience— 
seeing the Messiah coming 
from heaven with the army 
of angels. Thus the great 
gathering of G-d with his 
people will happen as Rabbi 
shaul described it: “For the 
Lord himself will descend 
from heaven … Then we 
who are alive, who are left, 
will be caught up together 
with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air, 
and so we will always be 
with the Lord.” (1 Thessalo-
nians 4:16–17).

Right after witnessing 
G-d’s people singing the 
beautiful song of Moses, 
Yochanan had the privilege 
to see the Malchut Elohim 
“the kingdom of G-d” and 
its Beth Hamikdash (temple). 

Jews know very well that 
our world is a copy of the 
original world in heaven. 
If the Temple of Jerusalem 
was destroyed, the Temple 
in heaven is still open and 
working. Yochanan said 
that: “After this I looked 
and in heaven the temple, 
that is, the tabernacle of the 
Testimony, was opened.” 
(Rev 15:5). Not only the 

Beth Hamikdash was opened 
but also the Aron Habrith 
“Ark of the Covenant.”

There is only one time 
when the Kodesh Hak-
doshim “holy of holies” or 
“most holy place” is open, 
it is on Yom Kippur “day of 
atonement.” Yom Kippur 
is the day of Judgment par 
excellence. Those who are 
assigned to apply the judg-
ment are angels. These an-
gels are dressed in white, 
as the Cohen Hagadol “high 
Priest” on Yom Kippur 
“They were dressed in clean, 
shining linen and wore 
golden sashes around their 
chests” (Revelation 15:6).

The Judgment of the 
world is done; the result of 
this judgment is the send-
ing of the plagues. We re-
ally are in the context of the 
Yom Kippur because the text 
say at the end of the chapter 
“the temple was filled with 
smoke from the glory of God 
and from his power, and no 
one could enter the temple 
until the seven plagues of 
the seven angels were com-
pleted.” (Revelation 15:8). 
Let’s remember that Cohen 
Hagadol is on  Yom Kippur in 
the Kodesh Hakdoshim with a 
bowl of incense in his hand 
to fill the place with smoke.

Revelation 15 is just fol-
lowing Revelation 14, which 
describes the last “three an-
gels’ message” to the world. 
The message given is that we 
are at the end of time and it 
is time to accept G-d’s mes-
sage and to be part of this 
wonderful people who will 
be on the sea of glass sing-
ing the song of Moses.

Apostolic Writings — Revelation 15
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Vata’an lahem to them (final 
“hem” masculine).

Be Grateful

The Torah states: “And 
the Children of Israel 
came to Marah. And 

they were not able to drink 
the water at Marah for they 
were bitter.” (Exodus 15:23).

Why does the Torah use the 
word “they” were bitter rather 
than specifying “the waters 
were bitter”?

The Kotzker Rebbe explains 
that “they were bitter” refers 
to the people themselves. 
When someone is bitter, then 
everything tastes bitter. To a 
bitter person nothing in life 
is positive. He makes himself 
miserable and those around 
him suffer. He thinks that 
he has valid reasons for his 
bitterness, but the source is 
within himself.

Rabbi Packouz’ says: “Take 
responsibility for your own 
life! Work on seeing the posi-
tive - keep a running list of 
positive things you have to 
be grateful for from large 
to small and then prioritize 
them. This will focus you on 
the positive. Sweeten your 
outlook and you’ll live in a 
much sweeter world!”

What is this?

The people of Israel 
praise the L-rd for 
their food, but don’t 

bless food, because food are 

coming from the creation 
of G-d and they are already 
blessed. It was a pagan tradi-
tion to bless food for fear of 
poison. They praise the L-rd 
who gives food. One of the 
main blessing Jews pronounce 
at the beginning of a meal is 
Baruch atah Adonai, Elohenu 
melech ha’olam hamotsi lechem 
min haaretz which means 
“Blessed are you L-rd, our 
G-d, king of the universe who 
draw bread from the earth.” 
However when they saw the 
white substance on the floor, 
on the day G-d has given the 
Manna, they asked them-
selves Man Hu what is this, 
“When the people of Israel 
saw it, they said to one an-
other, “What is it?” For they 
did not know what it was.” 
Exodus 16:15a, and from that 
time they called it “Manna.” 
But when they wanted to taste 
or to eat it, their question was 
“since we don’t know what is 
that, which blessing are we 
going to pronounce?” They 
asked this question to Moses 
who answered “It is the bread 
that the LORD has given you 
to eat.” (Exodus 16:15b) since, 
they were instructed that for 
the 40 years of their eating 
of the manna, the blessing 
would be Baruch atah Adonai, 
Elohenu melech ha’olam Ham-
otsi lechem min hashamayim 
“Blessed are you L-rd, our 
G-d, king of the universe 
who draw bread from heav-
en.” Amen

“The people of Israel ate the 
manna forty years, till they came 
to a habitable land. They ate the 

manna till they came to the border 
of the land of Canaan.”  

(Exodus 16:35)



Inspirational 
Corner

v When Moses 
led the Israelites to 
the waters of the Red 
Sea, the command of 
God was, “Go for-
ward.” As the people 
moved forward in the 
path that Providence 
indicated, as they did 
that which was com-
manded, the waters 
of the sea rolled back. 
They did not see a 
broad path open-
ing for them by the 
power of God.  (ST 
January 24, 1895)

Inspirational 
Corner

v They were 
not lifted up and 
borne to the other 
side in the arms of 
the angels; but as 
they moved for-
ward, the power of 
God was revealed, 
and on one side 
the sea was piled 
up like a wall of 
congealed water, 
leaving a path 
for their feet to 
walk upon in the 
hitherto buried 
sands of the Red 
Sea. What lesson 
should we learn 
from this?—To go 
forward, walking 
in the light that 
God permits to 
shine upon our 
pathway, and not 
stopping to ques-
tion and doubt. 
(ST January 24, 
1895) 

Beautiful… or 
Too Bad?

A city council hired an 
artist to make a statue 
for the central park. 

The artist was offered a hand-
some sum of money for his 
work. He labored to create a 
marvelously lifelike image of 
a horse. It was such a perfect 
replica that passersby would 
hardly notice that it was statue. 
This became a point of conten-
tion for the city council that had 
commissioned the artist and 
promised him generous recom-
pense for his craft. After all, as 
politicians, they wanted to gain 
some reflected glory for their ef-
forts to beautify the park and 
all was going completely un-
noticed. The artist, they com-
plained, had done too good of 
a job. The horse was too real in 
appearance and casual observ-
ers were incapable telling the 
difference between it and the 
real thing. They complained to 
the artist threatening to halt his 
payment unless he made some 
correction. What was he to do? 
His statue was perfect. What 
improvement could he possibly 
make? After a short period of 
time he arrived at a solution. He 
! went to the park with a ham-
mer and chisel in hand and sur-
gically he stuck at and knocked 
off the nose of his beautiful 
statue rendering it seriously and 
obviously flawed. 
Soon small crowds gathered in 

the park and were seen taking 
serious notice of the statue. One 
was heard saying to another, 
“What a beautiful statue of a 
horse!” The other one answered, 
“Too bad the nose is broken!” 

Blasphemy

There is a fascinating dis-
cussion in the Talmud 
which perfectly illus-

trates the Jewish attitude to life. 
The sages engaged in a debate 
about whether the creation of 
man is worthwhile when evalu-
ated from a human perspective 
or not. Beit Shammai and Beit 
Hillel debated the issue for two 
and a half years; the former 
maintained that it would have 
been better for man not to have 
been created than to be created, 
while the latter maintained that 
on balance it was worthwhile 
for man to have been created. A 
decision was eventually reached 
– it would have been better for 
man not to have been created, 
but now that he was created, he 
should search his deeds. Some 
say now that he was created he 
should develop sensitivity to-
wards his actions. (Eruvin 13b) 
Thus after considerable debate 
our sages concluded that life it-
self was not worthwhile. What 
does this mean? What are the 
factors that allow one to weigh 
such a question intelligently? To 
provide ourselves with perspec-
tive, first let us appreciate the 
full ramifications of the issue. 
Judaism teaches that the only 
creation G-d was interested in 
was man. Man was created for 
his own sake, whereas every-
thing else that was created was 
only to allow man to succeed 
and flourish. If we conclude 
that the creation of man is not 
worthwhile, we are really saying 
that G-d was wasting His time 
in everything that He created. 
Isn’t that blasphemy? Doesn’t 
it contradict G-d’s own judg-

ment: And G-d saw all that 
He had made and behold it was 
very good.

G-d Cares

A poor man was walk-
ing alongside the 
road carrying a heavy 

bundle. The town was far and 
the bundle was heavy, yet the 
poor man couldn’t pay trans-
portation and thus had no 
choice but to walk to his des-
tination.
As he was walking, a rich 

man drove by in his carriage. 
He had pity on the poor 
man and offered him a lift, 
which the poor man happily 
accepted.
After a while, the rich man 

noticed that the poor man was 
still carrying his heavy bundle 
on his shoulder. “Why don’t 
you put the bundle down?” he 
asked.
The poor man politely 

answered, “You kindly offered 
me a ride in your carriage, how 
can I also burden you with 
my bundle? This would be too 
much chutzpah on my part!”  
The rich man laughed and said, 
“It’s all the same to me whether 
you put your bundle down or 
not. My carriage is carrying you 
and your bundle anyway. So 
you might as well take the load 
of your back and enjoy the ride!”
“The same,” explained the 

Magid, “is with Shabbat. 
During the six days of the 
week, G-d carries us and 
supplies our needs. If He takes 
care of us all week, he certainly 
can supply our needs if we 
listen to His commandment 
and rest on Shabbat.
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“Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and the LORD drove the sea back 
by a strong east wind all night and made the sea dry land, and the waters were divided. 
And the people of Israel went into the midst of the sea on dry ground, the waters being 
a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. The Egyptians pursued and went 
in after them into the midst of the sea, all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and his horse-
men. And in the morning watch the LORD in the pillar of fire and of cloud looked 
down on the Egyptian forces and threw the Egyptian forces into a panic, clogging 
their chariot wheels so that they drove heavily. And the Egyptians said, “Let us flee 
from before Israel, for the LORD fights for them against the Egyptians.”” (Exodus 
14:21–25 ESV)

Exodus 13:17 - 17:16


