
New Master Program
(  Our ministry is increasing every year and 
try to off er the best training possible. After 
some talk of Dr. Alexander Bolotnikov with 
some Adventist Universities, a new academic 
program starts this year in the USA. It is a 
M.A. in Missiology with emphasis in Jewish 
ministry in 4 years. Intensive courses on site 
(Shalom Learning Center) and online. We 
are just starting this academic training this 
month the fi rst courses are given in Portland, 
OR. Th e courses the students are following 
right now are Hermeneutic, Biblical & Ex-
egetical Studies: Th e Book of Deuteronomy, 
both taught by Dr. A. Bolotnikov and Bibli-
cal Foundations of Missiology taught by Dr. 
R. Elofer. 

If anyone would like to incorporate this stud-
ies for now or for the future, please contact Dr 
Bolotnikov at alexander_bolotnikov@me.com

Lifestyle Center 
in Israel

( Many among you remember that when 
Richard Elofer was in Israel he had the 
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project to open a lifestyle center for health 
ministry in Israel, a property was visited 
but was too expensive for the Israel fi eld. 
And he understood that this project should 
be under the umbrella of an Adventist non 
profi t organization, not directly under the 
responsibility of the Israel Field.

Th at is why a few years ago, being at the 
ASI convention he spoke to some of these 
organizations and specially to Steven Gra-
biner the president of OCI. Even though 
Richard Elofer left Israel for the General 
Conference, OCI continues to investigate 
the feasability of this project, raised mon-
ey for it, and now are ready to go ahead. 
Th e last time I spoke with Steven (Jully 
2014), he was very positive on the project, 
and now they received an agreement from 
the owner to pay a fi rst deposit now and 
the balance next year. 

In his last e-mail, Steven said about this 
property: “It has fi ve guest rooms, that 
have already been in operation. Th e prop-
erty sits in the middle of a small mango 
orchard.” It is very close to the site of 
Madgala on the shore of the Sea of Gali-
lee, the very city of Mary of Magdalena, 
and a site which was very well known by 
Yeshua, we wish great success to this proj-
ect. Of course every one who would like 
to contribute fi nancially to this project is 
welcomed, please contact Steven at ste-
ven@outpostcenters.org
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Resources:
• Website: https://jewishadventist-org.gcnetadventist.org
A must website. To subscribe to our newsletter. To download some resources (Hebrew Sabbath School, 
and other documents). To order the book “Comfort, Comfort my people…” and many other things.
• Shalom Adventure Magazine online: www.ShalomAdventure.com
If you would like to read articles, watch videos, learn things about Judaism and Israel, this website is just 
for you.
• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WJAFC: If you would like to share with people, this 
forum on facebook is a good place for that.
• Photos on Google+: http://picasaweb.google.com/jewishadventist: We have posted a lot 
of pictures on Internet during the last years. Don’t hesitate to look at them.
• WebRadio: www.shema-israel-radio.com
If you would like to listen Jewish or Messianic songs. If you want to be used to ear modern Hebrew of the 
Apostolic Writings, it is the right radio to listen on the web. 
• Adventist Mission Website: http://wjafc.adventistmission.org/ Th is website is the new 
resource provided by the Offi  ce of Adventist Mission of the General Conference of the Seventh-day 
Adventists.
• Russian Website: http://www.boruh.info/ Th is website is in Russian, many articles and the 
parasha are posted on it every week.

Professional Urban 
Development:
The WJAFC provides:

- Professional Urban 
training for Jewish 
Ministry

- Teaching for 
theological students

- Help to plant new 
congregations.

- Support for Adventist-
Jewish dialogue with 
scholars and rabbis
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We pray every 
week for lead-
ers of the 
Jewish Ministry, 
According to 
our list of prayer 
for 2016, I sug-
gest that our 
partners pray 
from January 
17 to 23, 2016, 
for Ralph 
Ringer who is 
working for the 
North American 
Divisoin as the 
leader of the 
Jewish Ministry 
for the United 
States and 
Canada. Let’s 
pray for his min-
istries.
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will be put to death. G-d 
tells Moshe that the month 
of Nissan will be the first 
month of the year. 

Israel are commanded to 
take a sheep on the 10th of 
the month and guard it un-
til the 14th. The sheep is 
then to be slaughtered as a 
Pesach offering, its blood 
put on their door-posts, and 
its roasted meat eaten. 

The blood on the door-
post will be a sign that their 
homes will be passed-over 
when G-d strikes the first-
born of Egypt. G-d’s people 
are told to memorialize this 
day as the Exodus from 
Egypt by never eating cha-
metz on Pesach. 

Moshe relays G-d’s com-
mands, and Israel fulfill 
them flawlessly. G-d sends 
the final plague, killing the 
first-born, and Pharaoh 
sends the Israelites out of 
Egypt. G-d tells Moshe and 
Aharon the laws concerning 
the Pesach sacrifice, pidyon 
haben (redemption of the 
first-born son) and tefillin.

.

Come To… (Bo)

The parasha start with 
a continuing revela-
tion from G-d: “Then 

the L-rd said to Moses, “Go 
to Pharaoh,” (Ex 10:1). The 
name of this parasha bo come 
the verb root lavo which is “to 
come”. “Come to Pharaoh” 
which was translated by “G-d 
to Pharaoh.” This can be un-
derstood “seek out Pharaoh 
in his palace, in the midst of 
his royal splendor.” “for I have 
hardened his heart and the 
hearts of his officials so that I 
may perform these miraculous 
signs of mine among them” 
(Ex 10:1). in other words: Let 
these plagues demonstrate to 
Pharaoh that even if the river 
and the soil, the land and all 
its lush natural wealth, remain 
unchanged, no one can pos-
sess and enjoy this abundance 
unless that is G-d’s will.

Human Eye  

About the plague of the 
locusts the Torah states, 
“They will cover the face 

of the ground so that it cannot be 
seen.” (Ex 10:5a). The Hebrew 
expression for “the face of the 
ground” is עין הארץ “’Ein Aaretz”, 
the exact same word of עין which 
means “Eye” and also “spring” as 
Ein Gedi close to the Dead Sea.

“They reel to and fro, and stag-
ger like a drunken man, And 
are at their wits’ end.” (Psalms 
107:27). The word “reel” is the 
translation of YaCHoGu which 
is the verb of CHaG.

This meaning of Chag “To 
turn around” is certainly the 
same origin of the Arabic 
Chaj, which is to turn around 
the Ka’aba in Mecca. A festi-
val is to gather around G-d 
and to celebrate him for what 
he has done for his people.

Israel’s Moral Values 

The Torah states: “Tell 
the people that men 
and women alike are to 

ask their neighbors for articles 
of silver and gold.” The L-RD 
made the Egyptians favorably 
disposed toward the people, 
and Moses himself was highly 
regarded in Egypt by Pharaoh’s 
officials and by the people.” (Ex 
11:2–3). The statement made in 
this verse tells us that the people 
of Israel requested the Egyptian 
men and women something as a 
gift and not as a loan. The first 
word דבר־נא is the verb to speak 
as an imperative, in the piel form 
(intensive) and the second word 
“please”. “Please speak”, this 
expression always implies reluc-
tance on the part of the person 
addressed. Why this reluctance? 
Because of their ethics. Moshe 
and the people were reluctant 

to compromise this moral vic-
tory by making such requests of 
the Egyptians as G-d now com-
manded them to make.

The people had just proven 
their moral worth in the most 
brilliant manner. For three days 
their oppressors, blinded and 
rooted to the spot by darkness, 
had been completely at their 
mercy. For three days all the 
possessions of the Egyptians had 
lain unprotected in their homes. 
But no Jew took advantage of this 
opportunity for revenge; no Jew 
touched an Egyptian or even the 
least of his possessions. It was at 
this moment, when sight was re-
stored to the Egyptians and they 
found all their possessions intact 
where they had left them, that 
G-d caused the Egyptians to 
comprehend the moral greatness 
of this people. This realization at 
last overcame the antipathy the 
Egyptians had felt for the He-
brews. And more than all the 
miracles he had performed, the 
moral greatness of His people 
made the man Moshe much es-
teemed in the eyes of the Egyp-
tians.

It was G-d’s will that His 
people should not leave empty-
handed. The previous genera-
tions, having spent their lives 
in slavery, had not been able to 
acquire even the most modest 
possessions. It was G-d’s will 
that the first foundation stone of 
His people’s prosperity should 

be acquired and consecrated 
through the recognition of their 
moral greatness by those who 
hitherto had despised them.

 
Around Midnight

The Torah states: “Around 
midnight I will go out in 
the midst of Egypt and 

all the firstborn in the land of 
Egypt will die” (Exodus 11:4). 
Why did Moshe then change G-
d’s words to “around midnight” 
when he repeated the Almighty’s 
words to the Egyptians? Amaz-
ing! Nine plagues have already 
hit the Egyptians. Moshe has 
warned them and been correct 
each time. Now the firstborn of 
each family throughout Egypt 
dies. What difference does it 
make whether it is a few minutes 
before or after midnight?

Rabbi Packouz affirms “This 
illustrates the power of a person 
to find fault. From what might 
have been a minor discrepancy 
— and perhaps a discrepancy 
due to their own calculations — 
they would seek to call Moshe 
a liar and discredit him totally. 
When a person wants to find 
fault, he will find something.

Our lesson: 1) Be aware of 
when we fall into the trap of 
finding fault when we should be 
focusing on the positive in others 
and on the bigger picture 2) Be 
aware when others are fault-find-
ers . . . and tread gently because 

Parasha for  
this Week

Bo - aø;b 
Exodus 10:1 - 13:16

“Our livestock also must go with 
us; not a hoof shall be left behind, 
for we must take of them to serve 

the LORD our God, and we do not 
know with what we must serve the 

LORD until we arrive there.””
(Exodus 10:26)
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Parasha Overview:
Bo

G-d tells Moshe that 
He is hardening 
Pharaoh’s heart 

so that through miraculous 
plagues the world will 
know for all time that He 
is the one true G-d. 

Pharaoh is warned about 
the plague of locusts and is 
told how severe it will be. 
Pharaoh agrees to release 
only the men, but Moshe 
insists that everyone must 
go. 

During the plague, Pha-
raoh calls for Moshe and 
Aharon to remove the lo-
custs, and he admits he has 
sinned.

G-d ends the plague but 
hardens Pharaoh’s heart, 
and again Pharaoh fails to 
free the people of Israel. 

The country, except for 
Israelites, is then engulfed 
in a palpable darkness. 

Pharaoh calls for Moshe 
and tells him to take all 
the people of Israel out of 
Egypt, but to leave their 
flocks behind. Moshe tells 
him that not only will they 
take their own flocks, but 
Pharaoh must add his own 
too. 

Moshe tells Pharaoh that 
G-d is going to bring one 
more plague, the death of 
the first-born, and then the 
Jews will leave Egypt. 

G-d again hardens Pha-
raoh’s heart, and Pharaoh 
warns Moshe that if he 
sees him again, Moshe 

The human eye is called עין a 
spring or source, not because man’ 
spirit flows out of it, but because it 
is through the eye that the world 
flows into man. The human eye 
is therefore literally עין הארץ, the 
source of the world. The mind 
does not reveal itself through the 
eye, but, on the contrary, the ex-
ternal world is revealed through 
the eye. The eye is a source 
through which the external world 
flows into the human mind. It is 
as though the universe flows into 
and gathers in the eye, through 
which it penetrates to the mind. 
Thus Exodus 10:5 could be trans-
lated this way “They will cover 
the earth, obstructing it from its 
source; the earth will not find its 
way to its source, and from there 
to man’s sight.” The locusts will 
obstruct the earth so that none of 
it will penetrate the human eye. 
The human eye will not be able to 
see the earth.

The same verse continues 
saying, “They will devour what 
little you have left after the 
hail, including every tree that 
is growing in your fields.” (Ex 
10:5b) The emphasis on posses-
sion accords with the character 
of an plague. Their wealth was 
their pride, was that filled them 
with hope that they could flout 
the “G-d of Moshe” since they 
still retained their most valu-
able asset.

To Celebrate a 
Festival 

Moses said to Pharaoh, 
“We will go with our 
young and old, with our 

sons and daughters, and with our 
flocks and herds, because we are 
to celebrate a festival to the L-rd” 
(Ex 10:9). This words of Moshe 
answered the question of Pharaoh 
“‘Go, worship the L-RD your 
G-d,’ he said. ‘But just who will be 
going?’” (Ex 10:8). Everyone will 
go, young, adult and old, which 
means: we have no intermediaries, 
no priests, no representatives be-
fore G-d. If we are to go, we must 
all go. The community is found 
within each one of us. No one and 
nothing may remind, for we have 
a חג־יהוה  a festival to Hashem. 
Rabbi Hirsch translate this as “We 
must form ‘a circle around G-d.’ 

G-d is calling us to gather 
around Him” and this call is 
the expression of his will, to see 
us with every member of our 
family and with all our posses-
sion around Him.

It is interesting to consider the 
Hebrew word חג Chag which is 
somewhere related to the Arab 
word Chaj for their festival or pil-
grimage to Mecca. Rabbi Hirsch 
reminds us that the word come 
from a root (CHGG) which means 
to form a circle or to move around 
in a circle as in Ps 107:27 יחוגו וינועו. 



Haftara Overview 
Jeremiah 46:13 -28
In our Parasha Pharaoh 

does not want to repent 
and let G-d’s people go…  
Then Pharaoh said to 
Moshe, “Get away from 
me!” (Exodus 10:28).  

In the Haftarah Jeremi-
ah announces the coming 
of Nebuchadnezzar, king 
of Babylon upon Egypt: 
“This is the message the 
L-rd spoke to Jeremiah 
the prophet about the 
coming of Nebuchadne-
zzar king of Babylon to 
attack Egypt.” (Jeremiah 
46:13). The punishment 
for what Egypt has done 
to Israel is that they will 
be exiled and will never 
come back (19). It is ex-
actly what happened in 
the history, the Egyptians 
of today are Arabs who 
came from Saudi Arabia 
in the 7th Century.

Even though Egypt has 
been a great nation, with 
a great army, they will 
not resist the Babylonian 
invasion, the L-rd has de-
cided to give Egypt to the 
Babylonian: “Why will 
your warriors be laid low? 
They cannot stand, for 
the L-RD will push them 
down. They will stumble 
repeatedly; they will fall 
over each other.”  (Jeremi-
ah 46:15-16).

Egypt will go to Exile, 
they will not live anymore 
in their country, even 
great cities like Memphis 
will be without its origi-
nal inhabitant.  “Pack 
your belongings for exile, 

you who live in Egypt, 
for Memphis will be 
laid waste and lie in ru-
ins without inhabitant. 
Egypt is a beautiful heif-
er, but a gadfly is com-
ing against her from the 
north.” (Jeremiah 46:19-
20). Today the people liv-
ing in Egypt are not de-
scendents of the ancient 
Egyptians.

What happened to 
Egypt is presented by the 
prophet as a punishment 
from G-d: The L-RD 
Almighty, the G-d of 
Israel, says: “I am about 
to bring punishment on 
Amon G-d of Thebes, on 
Pharaoh, on Egypt and 
her G-ds and her kings, 
and on those who rely 
on Pharaoh.” (Jeremiah 
46:25)

Even though G-d will 
punish also Israel for her 
sin He will not destroy 
her completely: “Do not 
fear, O Jacob my servant; 
do not be dismayed, O 
Israel. I will surely save 
you out of a distant place, 
your descendants from 
the land of their exile. Ja-
cob will again have peace 
and security, and no one 
will make him afraid… 
“Though I completely 
destroy all the nations 
among which I scatter 
you, I will not completely 
destroy you. I will disci-
pline you but only with 
justice; I will not let you 
go entirely unpunished.” 
(Jeremiah 46:27-28).

these personalities are easily ir-
ritated and difficult to deal with.”

The Death of 
the Firstborn

The children of Israel were 
commanded to apply the 
blood of the Pascal lamb 

to their door posts and lintels. 
The merits of the blood and the 
fulfillment  of this command-
ment would protect them from 
harm during the death of the 
firstborn. Furthermore, at the 
time of the plague the verse states 
that G-d  pasach — “passed 
over” the Jewish-owned houses. 
Rashi comments that pasach 
also translates as “had mercy”. 
All of the previous plagues 
struck only the Egyptians and 
no special protection was neces-
sary. Why did the death of the 
firstborn requires new merit and 
an extra measure of mercy? 

While the plagues were to 
bring Pharaoh to submission to 
G-d, the Children of Israel were 
under G-d’s protection. But 
when the plagues became purely 
punitive in nature and the At-
tribute of Justice was unleashed, 
they became subject to scrutiny 
and required more protection to 
ward off retribution. The Torah 
states, “On that same night I 
will pass through Egypt and 
strike down every firstborn — 
both men and animals — and 
I will bring judgment on all the 
G-ds of Egypt. I am the L-rd. 

In the Parasha Bo Moses 
announces the last plague, 
the death of the firstborn 

of Egypt. “Moses said, “Thus 
says the L-RD: About mid-
night I will go out through 
Egypt.  Every firstborn in the 
land of Egypt shall die, from 
the firstborn of Pharaoh who 
sits on his throne to the first-
born of the female slave who is 
behind the handmill, and all 
the firstborn of the livestock.  
Then there will be a loud cry 
throughout the whole land of 
Egypt, such as has never been 
or will ever be again. But not 
a dog shall growl at any of the 
Israelites—not at people, not 
at animals—so that you may 
know that the L-rd makes a 
distinction between Egypt and 
Israel. .” (Exodus 11:4-7). Even 
though Moses had said that no 
one from the Israelites will die, 
there was a great anguish dur-
ing that special night.

In parallel of this parasha 
Yeshua is presented in the 
Bible as a firstborn. The Be-
sorah of Luke affirms “And 
she [Myriam] gave birth to 
her firstborn son and wrapped 
him in swaddling cloths and 
laid him in a manger, be-
cause there was no place for 
them in the inn.” (Luke 2:7). 
In the same way, the book 
of revelation presents Yeshua 
also as the firstborn of the 
dead saying: “from Yeshua 
HaMashiach the faithful wit-
ness, the firstborn of the dead, 
and the ruler of kings on 
earth. (Revelation 1:5), saying 
by these words that Yeshua 
rose from the dead. We know 
that Yeshua was not the first 
to resurrect, in the Besorah of 
John we learn that Yeshua res-
urrected Lazarus, but Yeshua 
as the Mashiach had to be the 
first or prominent in every-

thing that is why Rabbi Shaul 
said also “And he is the head 
of the body, the Kehilah. He 
is the beginning, the firstborn 
from the dead, that in every-
thing he might be preemi-
nent.” (Colossians 1:18). 

Coming back to the paral-
lel of the Besorah of Mark 
with the parasha Bo, Yeshua 
knew that this night of Pesach 
the firstborns of Israel were 
afraid that the judgment of 
G-d would fall on them, on 
that night they did not sleep, 
waiting for the angel of death 
to pass and for the signal of 
the Exodus. Yeshua too was 
in anguish, just after celebrat-
ing the seder with his disciples 
he went with them to Geth-
semane, a garden located at 
the feet of the mount of Olive, 
for a special night of prayer 
and anguish:  They went to 
a place called Gethsemane; 
and he said to his disciples, 
“Sit here while I pray.” (Mark 
14:32). Not all the disciples 
were close to Yeshua in this 
garden when he prayed, only 
three of them: Sim’on (Peter) 
Yaakov (James) and Yochanan 
(John) (Mark 14:33). In the 
parasha Moses took with him 
his closest disciples, Aaron 
and Joshua, to perform his 
ministry and miracles before 
Pharaoh. The last night of the 
Israelites’s presence in Egypt 
was a night of prayer, and the 
night of the sacrifice of the 
Passover lamb, Yeshua knew 
that he was, himself, the sacri-
fice. And during the Seder of 
Passover was a fifth cup serve 
but not drunk, a cup called 
the cup of the anger of G-d. 
Yeshua knew too that only the 
mashiach can drink it: “And 
[Yeshua] said to them, “I am 
deeply grieved, even to death; 
remain here, and keep awake.”  

And going a little farther, he 
threw himself on the ground 
and prayed that, if it were pos-
sible, the hour might pass from 
him.  He said, “Abba, Father, 
for you all things are possible; 
remove this cup from me; yet, 
not what I want, but what you 
want.” (Mark 14:34-36). But 
finally Yeshua accepted to 
drink this cup of suffering and 
sacrifice even though the dis-
ciples did not understand what 
was special on that night. 

This last night was to be also 
difficult for Yeshua because he 
was to suffer from one of his 
disciples and he knew it, he 
said to his disciples: “The Son 
of Man is betrayed into the 
hands of sinners. Rise, let us 
be going; see, my betrayer is at 
hand.” (Mark 14:41–42) and it 
is exactly what happened “And 
immediately, while he was still 
speaking, Judas came, one of 
the twelve, and with him a 
crowd with swords and clubs, 
from the chief priests and the 
scribes and the elders. Now 
the betrayer had given them 
a sign, saying, “The one I will 
kiss is the man. Seize him and 
lead him away under guard.” 
(Mark 14:43–44). I personally 
have accepted yeshua as my 
savior 40 years ago, and dur-
ing all these years I have met 
many believers in Yeshua who 
betrayed him and went back to 
their ancient life. Just recently 
at the end of the year 2015 I 
was in contact with a believer 
in Yeshua who made Alyah 
to Israel, and there instead of 
being a witness to Yeshua be-
trayed him and went back to 
his ancient lifestyle. Each one 
of us one day will be put to the 
test, are we ready to stand firm 
for Yeshua or will we betray 
him? That is the question for 
us today.

“Then they shall take some of the blood and 
put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of 

the houses in which they eat it.”
(Exodus 12:7)

Apostolic Writings — Mark 14:32-44
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The blood will be a sign 
for you on the houses 
where you are; and 

when I see the blood, I will pass 
over you. No destructive plague 
will touch you when I strike 
Egypt.” (Ex 12:12-13.) The Blood 
was the sign of faith of Israel; The 
message which we relate to our 
children is that aside from sending 
forth miracles against the Egyp-
tian who resisted G-d’s. Hashem 
is waiting for us to be faithful to 
his commands, to his Word and to 
relay on the blood of the sacrifices 
for our salvation (see comment in 
the Brith Hachadasha section).

A Great Mixed 
Multitude

The Torah states, “The Is-
raelites journeyed from 
Rameses to Succoth. 

There were about six hundred 
thousand men on foot, besides 
women and children. Many oth-
er people went up with them, as 
well as large droves of livestock, 
both flocks and herds” (Ex. 
12:38). 

The Hebrew text says about the 
Egyptians who left Egypt eirev rav, 
‘alah itam “a great mixed multitude 
went up along with them”. Since 
G-d was with them, and G-d had 
protected them from the plagues, 
the people of Israel had become 
very popular in Egypt. Everyone 
was sure that their enterprise would 
be successful; that is why “a great 
mixed multitude” joined them.

That experience reminds us 
of what happened in 1947-1948 

when the UN voted for the cre-
ation of the State of Israel. A lot 
of people, “a great mixed multi-
tude” rejoiced together with Isra-
el, voted for and supported Israel.

The Egyptians realized how 
much the Jews suffered from 
slavery,; the world discovered 
how much the Jews suffered from 
the Shoah. However, less than a 
generation later, the “great mixed 
multitude” regretted being with 
Israel. They started to convince 
Israel that slavery and Egyptian 
food were not so bad. They tried 
to convince Israel that Moses had 
died on Sinai, and that it would 
be better to make an idol (golden 
calf) that would lead Israel back 
to Egypt.

Today it seems that it is not so 
nice to “go up” with Israel. Ter-
rorists are everywhere to deal 
with those who “go up” with Is-
rael.

When everything is OK for Is-
rael, when Israel  is successful, “a 
great multitude” supports them, 
but as soon as difficulties, and 
danger appear, this great multi-
tude is not ready to support any-
more. Throughout history, and 
most recently with the world’s 
relations with the State of Israel, 
when the Jews are on the way up, 
everybody is in the fan section. 
However, as soon as the tide of 
public opinion turns, they run. 
They boycott. They condemn. 
It seems that those who attach 
themselves in the manner of the 
“great multitude” will only join 
with Israel peripherally and only 
when they are on the way up.



STORIES AND TRADITIONS

Inspirational 
Corner

v  �e L-rd dem-
onstrated to the 
Egyptians that the 
whole earth was 
under the com-
mand of the G-d 
of the Hebrews-
-that thunder, 
hail, and storm 
obey His voice. 
Pharaoh, the 
proud king who 
once inquired, 
“Who is the L-rd, 
that I should 
obey His voice?” 
humbled himself 
and said, “I have 
sinned . . .: the 
L-rd is righteous, 
and I and my 
people are wick-
ed.” He begged of 
Moses to be his 
intercessor with 
G-d, that the ter-
ri�c thunder and 
lightning might 
cease. (SR 117)   

Inspirational 
Corner

v   One more 
dreadful plague 
G-d brought 
upon Egypt, more 
severe than any 
before it. It was 
the king and the 
idolatrous priests 
who opposed to 
the last the request 
of Moses. The 
people desired 
that the Hebrews 
should be permit-
ted to leave Egypt. 
(SR 118)

Our Brother

A man emigrated to the 
U.S. from a small town in 
Poland and became very 

wealthy.  In the beginning he would 
still send some money to his family 
back home in Poland, but in time he 
became so involved in his business 
dealings that he completely forgot 
about his poor family in Poland.

Years later his brother also 
immigrated to the U.S.  He went 
to see his brother to ask for his 
help, but the rich man denied 
that he had a brother. “You must 
be making a mistake... I have no 
brothers.”  But the newcomer 
was sure it was his brother.  Yet, 
no matter how much he tried, 
the rich man refused, saying that 
he had no brother.  Finally, he 
decided to try one more time.  

When the rich man opened 
the door his brother said to him, 
“I came to inform you that you 
better write a will as soon as 
possible, for you will soon die!”

“How dare you say this... I 
just had my yearly check up and 
the doctor proclaimed me to be 
in good health!”

“Let me tell you how I know 
this.  You see, I may not be a 
doctor, but back home in our 
little village when one couldn’t 
recognize his own brother, we 
knew that he was extremely sick 
and his days were numbered...”

The Torah says, “To all 
children of Israel there was light 
in their dwelling places.”  Indeed, 
we have to make sure that there 
is light amongst us.  That we see 
and feel the needs of others and 
do our utmost to help.

Rabbi Zusia

Rabbi Zusia was a dis-
ciple of Rabbi Dov Ber 
of Mezritch who led the 

Chassidic movement after the 
passing of Rabbi Israel — Baal 
Shem Tov. Rabbi Zusia, who 
passed away in the year 5561 
(1800) was a very humble person.  
His love for a fellow Jew knew no 
bounds. Rabbi Zusia was a ex-
tremely poor.  Yet, not only did 
he accept his lot with happiness, 
he didn’t even view his situation 
as negative. The following story 
illustrates this.

Once a person came to Rabbi 
Dov Ber of Mezritch and asked 
him, “The Talmud teaches us that 
one should praise and bless G-d 
for the bad just the same as for the 
good.  How is this possible?”  Rabbi 
Dov Ber told him to address the 
question to Rabbi Zusia who was in 
the study hall at the time.  The man 
went to the study hall where he met 
Rabbi Zusia dressed in patched and 
worn clothes which told the story 
of his poverty and hardship.  He 
approached Rabbi Zusia and told 
him that Rabbi Dov Ber suggested 
that he ask Rabbi Zusia to explain 
the meaning of the Talmud that 
a person must bless G-d for the 
bad just as the good. Rabbi Zusia 
thought for a moment and said, “I 
don’t understand why my teacher 
sent you to me?  How would I know 
the answer when nothing bad ever 
happened to me?” Rabbi Zusia’s 
brother was Rabbi Elimelech.  To 
purify their souls,  they would at 
times wander from town to town 
helping other Jews.  Not revealing 
who they were, they were treated as 
simple people. One cold night, they 
stopped at an inn and rested near 
the fireplace. The same night, a 
party of local peasants took place at 
the inn. Every once in a while, the 
drunken peasants made a circle and 
danced. One of them kicked Rabbi 
Zusia every time he passed him.

After a while, Rabbi Elimelech 

couldn’t bear his brother’s pain.  
“Zusia, it is not fair that you 
should get all the beatings. Let’s 
change places,” he suggested.  They 
changed places.  However, the next 
time around, the drunken peasant 
said, “It’s not fair that I should 
continuously hit the same one.  I’ll 
kick the other one, too!”  Once 
again, Rabbi Zusia got the blows!

“You see,” Rabbi Zusia said to 
his brother, “One cannot outsmart 
G-d!  What is Bashert (destined) 
for Zusia will come to Zusia!”

True Freedom

Our sages say, “True free-
dom is achieved only 
through the study of To-

rah.”  Without knowing between 
right and wrong,  good and bad, 
one cannot be considered a free 
person, in the true sense of free-
dom.
An ancient story is told of a 
wealthy man who, in addition 
to many fields and orchards, had 
many servants and slaves. He was 
unkind, difficult and also had a 
violent temper.  If a slave didn’t 
fulfill his wishes to the fullest, he 
would be beaten mercilessly. 
Once when he was beating one of 
his slaves, a wise man happened to 
walk by.  He stopped and said, “It 
is neither proper nor ethical for one 
slave to be hitting another slave!”
“What do you mean one slave 
hitting another?” declared the 
rich man angrily.  “I am the 
owner and he is my slave!”
“You are mistaken!  In my opin-
ion, you are more slave than he is!  
He, unfortunately, has no choice 
that he is a slave, but you, who 
cannot control your anger, are in-
deed enslaved to your evil temper 
and temptations.  Your anger is 
your master and ruler and you are 
enslaved to it!”

“Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the land of 
Egypt for the locusts, so that they may come upon the land of Egypt and 
eat every plant in the land, all that the hail has left.” So Moses stretched 
out his staff over the land of Egypt, and the LORD brought an east wind 
upon the land all that day and all that night. When it was morning, the 
east wind had brought the locusts. The locusts came up over all the 
land of Egypt and settled on the whole country of Egypt, such a dense 
swarm of locusts as had never been before, nor ever will be again. They 
covered the face of the whole land, so that the land was darkened, and 
they ate all the plants in the land and all the fruit of the trees that the hail 
had left. Not a green thing remained, neither tree nor plant of the fi eld, 
through all the land of Egypt.” (Exodus 10:12–15)
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