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Resources:
• Website: www.jewishadventist.org 
A must website. To subscribe to our newsletter. To download some resources (Hebrew Sabbath School, 
and other documents). To order the book “Comfort, Comfort my people…” and many other things.
• Shalom Adventure Magazine online: www.ShalomAdventure.com 
If you would like to read articles, watch videos, learn things about Judaism and Israel, this website is just 
for you.
• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WJAFC: If you would like to share with people, this 
forum on facebook is a good place for that.
• Photos on Google+: https://get.google.com/albumarchive/1131446298409925652
91?source=pwa We have posted a lot of pictures on Internet during the last years. Don’t hesitate to 
look at them.
• Adventist Mission Website: http://wjafc.globalmissioncenters.org/ This website is the 
new resource provided by the Office of Adventist Mission of the General Conference of the Seventh-day 
Adventists.
• Russian Website: http://www.boruh.info/ This website is in Russian, many articles and the 
parasha are posted on it every week.

Professional Urban 
Development:
The WJAFC provides:

- Professional Urban 
training for Jewish 
Ministry

- Teaching for 
theological students

- Help to plant new 
congregations.

- Support for Adventist-
Jewish dialogue with 
scholars and rabbis
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We pray every 
week for the 
Jewish Ministry. 
I suggest our 
partners to pray 
from February 
4-10 for Wilson 
Chris (Malachi) 
Garrett, Malachi 
is new volun-
teer for the 
Jewish ministry 
in Albuquerque 
(New Mexico), 
He needs our 
prayers. He 
tried to start 
a Jewish out-
reach ministry 
in his area, but 
he encounters 
some obsta-
cles that is 
why his con-
gregation did 
not start yet.

WJAFC
Paris

A weekly Journal of information and training published by the 
World Jewish Adventist Friendship Center

Under the umbrella of the 
General Conference —Office of Adventist Mission

English Edition:
Richard-Amram Elofer

Russian Edition:
Alexandra Obrevko

French Edition:
Sabine Baris

Spanish Edition:
Jael Wells Cuellar

Portuguese Edition:
Carlos Muniz

Dutch Edition:
Hubert Paulleta

Emails: 
English: richard@elofer.com

Russian: sashok_l@mail.ru

French: sabinebaris@gmail.com

Spanish: jael_wells@hotmail.com

Portuguese: cdmuniz@gmail.com

Dutch: hpauletta@hotmail.com

Richard Amram Elofer

Hubert Paulleta Sabine Baris

Alexandra Obrevko

for more information: contact us at www.jewishadventist.org

Credit photos: 
Richard Elofer, Alexandra Obrevko, Jael Wells Cuellar

Hubert Paulleta, Laurent Baris and Advent Digital Media

8

S h a b b a t  S h a l o m  N e w s l e t t e r

Carlos Muniz

NEWS
Next Jewish Celebrations
v We are in the middle of Winter (in the 
North Hemisphere), and some people think 
that there will be no celebrations until April 
and Passover. But in fact a careful look at the 
Jewish calendar shows us that the next Jewish 
celebration will be on Sabbath 11th of Febru-
ary. This celebration is called “Tu Bishvat” or 
15th of the month Shevat. This is a special 
celebration called in English the “New Year 
of the tree.” The Jewish people celebrate four 
new-year every year. They have discover that 
Spring time starts in Israel on Tu-Bishvat, it 
is the best day for planting new trees, that is 
why even though this day would be on an or-
dinary day of the week, the children don’t go 
to school but go to the forest and any other 
outdoor environment to plant new trees. Up 
to today the Jewish people have planted about 
500 millions of trees since the day of inde-
pendence in 1948.
 

A Time in New York
v Richard Elofer has been in New York 
on January 26-29 to support Jewish min-
istry in that great city of the United States 
of America. Let’s remember that New York 
is the largest Jewish city in the world with 
about 2 millions of Jews. The work there is 
going slowly, but still going with Pastor Gu-
tierez and his wife Rachel. Dr. Elofer met 
with the administration of the Greater New 

York Conference (GNYC) to speak about the 
future of this work in New York, and one of 
the great news is that the GNYC is ready to 
invest more on this work and especially to 
call a second couple of pastors to work with 
Jews in this great city. As soon as this couple 
would be chosen and voted we will publish 
their name in our News.
It was also a privilege for Dr Elofer to meet 
again Gabriel Gutierez in his home and of-
fice to speak about the work done and plans 
scheduled in order to reach out this great 
population.
Then on Sabbath January 28, Richard Elofer 
preached at the Old Westbury SDA church, 
in New York. It was the first time that he 
presented the Jewish ministry in this church, 
many members came to him or to pastor Ble-
dy Leno, to say that this sermon was a open-
ing eyes on this ministry as a Jewish Adven-
tist Friendship ministry.



tells Moshe that the month 
of Nissan will be the first 
month of the year. 

Israel are commanded to 
take a sheep on the 10th of 
the month and guard it un-
til the 14th. The sheep is 
then to be slaughtered as a 
Pesach offering, its blood 
put on their door-posts, and 
its roasted meat eaten. 

The blood on the door-
post will be a sign that their 
homes will be passed-over 
when G-d strikes the first-
born of Egypt. G-d’s people 
are told to memorialize this 
day as the Exodus from 
Egypt by never eating cha-
metz on Pesach. 

Moshe relays G-d’s com-
mands, and Israel fulfill 
them flawlessly. G-d sends 
the final plague, killing the 
first-born, and Pharaoh 
sends the Israelites out of 
Egypt. G-d tells Moshe and 
Aharon the laws concerning 
the Pesach sacrifice, pidyon 
haben (redemption of the 
first-born son) and tefillin.

Teaching the 
Children

The Torah states: “You 
will then be able to 
tell your children 

and grandchildren My mi-
raculous signs that I have 
performed among them, 
and you will know that I 
am G-d. (Exodus 10:2). 
The Torah order the people 
of G-d to relate to their 
children and grandchildren 
what happened in Egypt, 
that is why in the people of 
G-d, parents have to teach 
their children about G-d, 
the stories of the miracles he 
performed for them in order 
to strengthen their faith in 
Him. The first reward for 
teaching their children, par-
ents will have the happiness 
to see and to live with them 
in a happy house, the parents 
and the children will both 
of them strengthen their 
faith in God, and secondly 
they will be together happy 
in the world-to-come, when 
Mashiach will come.

G-d’s Community 

The Torah affirms: 
“So Moses and Aar-
on went in to Pha-

Parasha for  
this Week
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G-d tells Moshe that 
He is hardening 
Pharaoh’s heart 

so that through miraculous 
plagues the world will 
know for all time that He 
is the one true G-d. 

Pharaoh is warned about 
the plague of locusts and is 
told how severe it will be. 
Pharaoh agrees to release 
only the men, but Moshe 
insists that everyone must 
go. 

During the plague, Pha-
raoh calls for Moshe and 
Aharon to remove the lo-
custs, and he admits he has 
sinned.

G-d ends the plague but 
hardens Pharaoh’s heart, 
and again Pharaoh fails to 
free the people of Israel. 

The country, except for 
Israelites, is then engulfed 
in a palpable darkness. 

Pharaoh calls for Moshe 
and tells him to take all 
the people of Israel out of 
Egypt, but to leave their 
flocks behind. Moshe tells 
him that not only will they 
take their own flocks, but 
Pharaoh must add his own 
too. 

Moshe tells Pharaoh that 
G-d is going to bring one 
more plague, the death of 
the first-born, and then the 
Jews will leave Egypt. 

G-d again hardens Pha-
raoh’s heart, and Pharaoh 
warns Moshe that if he 
sees him again, Moshe 
will be put to death. G-d 

raoh and said to him, ‘Thus 
says the LORD, the God of 
the Hebrews, ‘How long will 
you refuse to humble your-
self before me? Let my people 
go, that they may serve me.’” 
(Exodus 10:3), This text, from 
verse 3 to 10, uses three differ-
ent expressions to describe the 
people of Israel. First Moshe 
reports the words of G-d say-
ing “my people” ‘ami (3) in 
Hebrew, which is a personal 
and affective way of speak-
ing about the people of G-d. 
Pharaoh then uses the word 
anashim (7), plural of enosh for 
man.  Even though Pharaoh 
received clear instructions, 
did not agree with Moses and 
asked “who” “which ones are 
to go?” (8).  He is still in the 
religion of Egypt and their 
concepts. For Pharaoh, the 
gods are not listening to the 
children and women. Egyp-
tian religion used interme-
diaries, that is why Moshe 
refuse to compromise with 
G-d religion and said “We 
will go with our young (Na’ar) 
and our old (Zakenim). We 
will go with our sons (Banim) 
and daughters (Banoth) and 
with our flocks and herds, for 
we must hold a feast to the 
LORD.” (Exodus 10:9). The 
God of heavens and earth is 

listening to everyone, there is 
no intermediaries, no priests, 
no representatives before God 
If we are to go we must all go, 
from the youngest infant to 
the last sheep in our posses-
sion. The community of God 
is found in each one of us.
 
A Month of Miracles

The Torah states: “This 
month (Nissan) shall 
be for you the head of 

the months.” (Exodus 12:2). 
Nissan is the month of the 
Exodus and the feast Pass-
over that is why in the Bibli-
cal and Jewish traditions this 
month  was and always will 
be the month of miracles and 
redemption (Talmud Rosh 
Hashanah 11b). Some Jew-
ish commentators have said 
that in this verse, the word 
Lachem, “for you” is not 
necessary, however, with the 
word “lachem” the Torah is 
emphasizing that the com-
ing of Mashiach and the ul-
timate redemption depends 
on “you” the people of G-d. 
It is possible for you to has-
ten or slow down the com-
ing of the Mashiach, and it 
depends on you to recognize 
the Mashiach on the Month 
of Nissan or not.

Sacrifices

The Torah says: “Do not 
eat of it partially raw, 
or cooked in water, 

only roasted over fire.” (Exo-
dus 12:9) According to Ram-
bam, the meat of the sacrifices 
may be eaten by the Kohanim 
(priests) in whatever man-
ner suits their palates. They 
may eat it cooked, broiled or 
roasted, etc. (Ma’aseh haKar-
banot 10:10). Thus we ask the 
question: Why did G-d want 
Israel to eat the Passover lamb 
offering only roasted with 
fire? One of the answers given 
by the tradition is that a lamb 
partially raw and fully cooked 
meat hardly have an aroma. 
But if it is roasted, however, it 
can be smelled at a distance. 
The people of Israel were 
slaves in Egypt for many years 
and were afraid of their Egyp-
tian masters. Thus G-d com-
manded to offer sheep and 
lamb, animals worshipped by 
the Egyptians, as a Passover 
offering in order to frighten 
them. If the lamb would have 
been partially raw or fully 
cooked the Egyptians would 
not have noticed it. Conse-
quently, G-d told Moshe to 
tell the people, “Enough is 
enough! Stop walking with 
your heads bowed down. Lift 

them up and be proud of the 
fact that you are the people of 
Israel and a free people. Roast 
the sacrifice on fire, let the 
aroma be smelled from one 
end of Egypt to the other (let’s 
remember that the people of 
God was numbered between 
2 to 3 millions people, they 
needed hundreds of thou-
sands of sheep and lambs for 
this great number), and let 
the entire country know that 
you are proudly worshipping 
your G-d, and not the gods of 
Egypt.”

Sign On The 
Doorpost

The people of Israel 
were invited to put a 
sign (blood) on the 

doorpost of their house, in 
order to be saved from the 
last plague, the death of the 
firstborn. And even though 
the text of the Bible says that 
G-d himself will come, it is 
also speaking about “the de-
stroyer” (Hamashchit) who 
will pass on that night. “For 
the LORD will pass through 
to strike the Egyptians, and 
when he sees the blood on the 
lintel and on the two door-
posts, the LORD will pass 
over the door and will not al-

“Moses raised his hand over 
Egypt, and all that day and 

night, God made an east wind 
blow over the land. When 

morning came, the east wind 
was carrying the locusts.” 

(Exodus 10:13)

low the destroyer to enter your 
houses to strike you.” (Exodus 
12:23). The Haggadah shel 
Pesach (traditional Jewish nar-
ration of the Exodus) explains 
the passage, “and I will strike 
all the firstborn in the land 
of Egypt,” (Exodus 12:12) to 
mean “this will not be done by 
an angel.” Thus one of the ques-
tions is why was it necessary to 
make a sign for “the destroyer,” 
since the plague of the firstborn 
was inflicted by G-d Himself? 
Let’s remember that in Egypt 
lived millions of Israelites and 
millions of Egyptians. In such 
a big population, it was normal 
that some people die each day. 
If an Israelite would have died 
during the night of the plague 
of the firstborn, Pharaoh would 
not have agreed that a miracle 
had taken place. He would 
have claimed that there was an 
epidemic which claimed Egyp-
tians and Israelites alike. There-
fore, it was the will of G-d that 
through the sign, which was 
an act of faith in Israel, no one 
among G-d’s people would die.

The Wicked Son 
Can Repent

Everyone who par-
ticipated to a Seder of 
Pesach remember that 



Haftarah Overview:
Jeremiah 46:13 -28
In our Parasha Pha-

raoh does not want to 
repent and let G-d’s 
people go…  Then Pha-
raoh said to Moshe, “Get 
away from me!” (Exodus 
10:28).  

In the Haftarah Jer-
emiah announces the 
coming of Nebuchad-
nezzar, king of Baby-
lon upon Egypt: “This 
is the message the L-rd 
spoke to Jeremiah the 
prophet about the com-
ing of Nebuchadnezzar 
king of Babylon to at-
tack Egypt.” (Jeremiah 
46:13). The punishment 
for what Egypt has done 
to Israel is that they will 
be exiled and will never 
come back (19). It is ex-
actly what happened in 
the history, the Egyp-
tians of today are Arabs 
who came from Saudi 
Arabia in the 7th Cen-
tury.

Even though Egypt 
has been a great na-
tion, with a great army, 
they will not resist the 
Babylonian invasion, the 
L-rd has decided to give 
Egypt to the Babylonian: 
“Why will your warriors 
be laid low? They cannot 
stand, for the L-RD will 
push them down. They 
will stumble repeatedly; 
they will fall over each 
other.”  (Jeremiah 46:15-
16).

Egypt will go to Ex-
ile, they will not live 
anymore in their coun-

try, even great cities like 
Memphis will be without 
its original inhabitant.  
“Pack your belongings 
for exile, you who live in 
Egypt, for Memphis will 
be laid waste and lie in 
ruins without inhabitant. 
Egypt is a beautiful heif-
er, but a gadfly is com-
ing against her from the 
north.” (Jeremiah 46:19-
20). Today the people liv-
ing in Egypt are not de-
scendents of the ancient 
Egyptians.

What happened to 
Egypt is presented by the 
prophet as a punishment 
from G-d: The L-RD 
Almighty, the G-d of 
Israel, says: “I am about 
to bring punishment on 
Amon G-d of Thebes, on 
Pharaoh, on Egypt and 
her G-ds and her kings, 
and on those who rely 
on Pharaoh.” (Jeremiah 
46:25)

Even though G-d will 
punish also Israel for her 
sin He will not destroy 
her completely: “Do not 
fear, O Jacob my servant; 
do not be dismayed, O 
Israel. I will surely save 
you out of a distant place, 
your descendants from 
the land of their exile. Ja-
cob will again have peace 
and security, and no one 
will make him afraid… 
“Though I completely 
destroy all the nations 
among which I scatter 
you, I will not completely 
destroy you. I will disci-
pline you but only with 
justice; I will not let you 
go entirely unpunished.” 
(Jeremiah 46:27-28).

on the liturgy of the Seder, 
there are questions asked by 
four children, which repre-
sent four kind of people, the 
wise, the wicked, the inno-
cent, and the one who does 
not know how to speak. In 
this parasha we have a verse, 
with a question, which is the 
one associated in the Hag-
gadah shel Pesach with the 
wicked son. “And when your 
children ask you, ‘What does 
this ceremony mean to you?’” 
(Exodus 12:26), this question 
is associated to the wicked be-
cause at the end of the ques-
tion he adds “to you” if he said 
“to you”, and not “to us” it is 
because he dissociates himself 
from this service, he seems not 
to be involved and interested 
by what happen on that night. 
According to the Bible, chil-
dren must respect and honor 
their parents. They should 
seek their guidance and fol-
low their instruction. A good 
child does not share with his 
parents his decision until he 
has heard their decision, they 
are expected to listen to them 
and not the opposite. But 
since this child is telling to his 
parents his opinion, and does 
not associate himself with the 
service of the Passover, he is 
considered as a wicked one. 
But he is still around the table, 
he is still participating to the 
Seder, because he is still loved 
by the other family members 
and listening the narration of 
Pesach, the Exodus and the 

The text of the parasha 
presents the regula-
tions and laws for the 

festival of Pesach (Passover). 
One of the most important 
laws is about the Passover lamb. 
This lamb had to be chosen on 
Nissan 10, it should be kept at 
home till the 14th of the month 
and then be sacrificed and eaten 
on the night of the 14th during 
the Seder (meal) of Pesach.

The Torah states “It must be 
eaten inside one house; take 
none of the meat outside the 
house. Do not break any of the 
bones” (Ex 12:46). Jewish fami-
lies had to gather together in or-
der to eat all the lamb, nothing 
had to be left for the morning. 
Among the specific laws about 
the Passover lamb, one of them 
is saying: “Do not break any of 
the bones”, This law is so im-
portant that the Torah and the 
Tanach (Hebrew Bible) repeat 
it three times in Exodus 12:46 
as we have already read it, but 
also in the book of Numbers 
“They must not leave any of it 
till morning or break any of its 
bones. When they celebrate the 
Passover, they must follow all 
the regulations.” (9:12) And in 
the poetic book of Psalms “he 
protects all his bones, not one 
of them will be broken” (34:20).

In the book of Numbers the 
festival of Pesach is given to the 
people who would not be able to 
celebrate the feast on the month 
of Nissan. This impeachment 
could be for various reasons, 
they could be sick, or on busi-
ness trip, and so on. Anyone 
who had no opportunity to cel-
ebrate Pesach should be able to 
celebrate it on the second month 
of the year, that means on the 
month of Iyar in the modern 
Hebrew calendar. It is written 
that they should celebrate the 

feast on the 14th of the sec-
ond month instead of the 14th 
of Nissan. “Then the L-rd said 
to Moses, ‘Tell the Israelites: 
‘When any of you or your de-
scendants are unclean because 
of a dead body or are away on a 
journey, they may still celebrate 
the L-rd’s Passover. They are to 
celebrate it on the fourteenth 
day of the second month at twi-
light. They are to eat the lamb, 
together with unleavened bread 
and bitter herbs. They must not 
leave any of it till morning or 
break any of its bones. When 
they celebrate the Passover, 
they must follow all the regula-
tions”.” (Numbers 9:9–12).

Psalm 34 is a Messianic text, a 
text which describes the Messiah 
as a righteous “A righteous man 
may have many troubles, but the 
L-rd delivers him from them 
all; he protects all his bones, not 
one of them will be broken.” 
(34:19–20). We already have de-
veloped the idea of the suffering 
Mashiach, which is in harmony 
with the Bible and the Jewish 
tradition, that is why we have to 
keep in our mind that one of the 
specificities of the Messiah is that 
he will suffer. These sufferings 
of the Mashiach are described, 
among many other texts in Isa-
iah 53 and through the concept 
of the Passover lamb being sac-
rificed. That is why Moshe and 
the Psalmist agree together that 
“not one of them [bones] will 
be broken.” It is exactly what it 
is said in the Besorah of Yochanan 
(gospel of John), chapter 19. Ye-
shua is the Mashiach, and part 
of his sufferings was to die for 
his people, Yeshua was arrested 
and condemned by the Romans, 
who were the governing power 
of that time, that is why he was 
crucified—A roman way to put 
to death. However, the death 

on this case has to be speed up, 
it was Friday, the Shabbat and 
Passover were coming and it was 
impossible to let bodies on the 
cross for 24 hours. In addition, 
the priests had to follow the hal-
acha (practical application of the 
laws), which specify that a dead 
corps has to be buried as soon as 
possible after death. Thus, on the 
request of the Jewish priests, the 
Romans decided to get down the 
three men who were crucified, 
they went to the Golgotha and 
they broke their legs to speed up 
their death, but when they came 
to Yeshua they discovered that 
he had already died. “But when 
they came to Jesus and found 
that he was already dead, they 
did not break his legs. …” (John 
19:33, 36). The specification of 
the Passover lamb was fulfilled, 
he died on the evening of Nissan 
14, just before the Seder of Pass-
over and  even this small detail of 
the prophecy and the Torah, was 
fulfilled. Yeshua our Passover 
lamb died for us but no one of 
his bones were broken. Passover 
is coming very soon, Nissan 14 
this year will be on April 10, let’s 
rejoice that we got forgiveness of 
our sin, through the death and 
the sufferings of Mashiach and 
as Rabbi Shaul put it “For while 
we were still weak, at the right 
time Mashiach died for the un-
godly. For one will scarcely die 
for a righteous person—though 
perhaps for a good person one 
would dare even to die— but 
G-d shows his love for us in 
that while we were still sinners, 
Mashiach died for us. Since, 
therefore, we have now been jus-
tified by his blood, much more 
shall we be saved by him from 
the wrath of G-d.” (Romans 
5:6–9), “wrath of G-d” which 
was symbolized by the 5th cup 
we have explained last week.

Apostolic Writings — John 19:33-36
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miracles G-d has done for his 
people, with the wonderful song 
“Dayenu” he can repent, and 
would change his question say-
ing ‘What does this ceremony 
mean to us?’

Blood on the 
Doorposts and 
on the Lintel

God told Moshe and 
Aaron to instruct the 
people of Israel that 

“Then they shall take some of 
the blood and put it on the two 
doorposts and the lintel of the 
houses in which they eat it.” 
(Exodus 12:7).  Moshe, how-
ever, called the elders of Israel 
and told them, “Take a bunch 
of hyssop and dip it in the blood 
that is in the basin, and touch 
the lintel and the two doorposts 
with the blood that is in the ba-
sin. None of you shall go out of 
the door of his house until the 
morning.” (Exodus 12:22). It is 
surprising that Moshe changed 
the order of God, indeed His 
command was first the “two 
doorposts” and then the “lintel” 
but when Moses reported the 
order, he said first the “lintel” 
and then the “two doorposts” 
the lintel and the two doorposts 
are three elements on which to 
put the blood. The sages of Isra-
el have made analogy between 
these three and G-d, Moshe 
and Aaron. God is above all, he 
is in heaven and supervise ev-
erything on the earth, he is rep-
resented by the “lintel” which is 

above the two doorposts. And 
the two doorposts represent 
Moshe and Aaron, who were 
two pillars of faith during the 
time of the Exodus.
The first concern of G-d during 
the Exodus was that the people 
of Israel recognize Moshe and 
Aaron as the leaders of Israel, 
Moshe as the prophet and 
Aaron as the High Priest. He 
instructed that the priority was 
to be given to the two doorposts 
who represented Moshe and 
Aaron. But let’s remember that 
the Torah affirms that Moshe 
was very humble “Now Moses 
was a very humble man, more 
humble than anyone else on the 
face of the earth.” (Numbers 
12:3), that is why he changed 
the order in order to give all 
credit first to God, he instruct-
ed thus, the people of Israel to 
first put blood on the “lintel” 
which represent God, in order 
to show to him all gratitude, 
and only after to put blood on 
the two doorposts. But towards 
the end of the chapter we have 
an interesting verse: “Then the 
people of Israel went and did so; 
as the LORD had commanded 
Moses and Aaron, so they did.” 
(Exodus 12:28), the people of 
Israel “did so” what they did, 
“as the Lord had commanded” 
thus in spite of what Moshe and 
Aaron said, the people of Israel 
did as the Lord commanded 
that means they first put blood 
on the two doorposts and then 
on the lintel as it was written in 
the verse 7.

“The blood will be a sign for you 
on the houses where you are 

staying. I will see the blood and 
pass you by. There will not be any 
deadly plague among you when I 

strike Egypt.” (Exodus 12:13)



Inspirational 
Corner

v It had been very 
hard for the Egyp-
tian monarch and a 
proud and idolatrous 
people to bow to 
the requirements of 
the G-d of Heaven. 
While under the 
most grievous afflic-
tion the haughty 
king would yield a 
little, but when the 
scourge was removed 
he would take back 
all he had granted. 
Thus, plague after 
plague was brought 
upon Egypt, and he 
yielded only while he 
was compelled by the 
dreadful visitations 
of G-d’s wrath. (ST 
April 1, 1880) 

Inspirational 
Corner

v The king even 
persisted in his rebel-
lion after Egypt had 
been ruined. Moses 
and Aaron related to 
him the nature and 
effect of each plague, 
before it came, that 
it might not be said 
to have happened by 
chance. He saw these 
plagues come, exactly 
as he was told they 
would come; yet he 
would not yield. At 
first he would only 
grant the Israelites 
permission to sacrifice 
to G-d in the land of 
Egypt. After Egypt 
had suffered by G-d’s 
wrath, he consented 
that the men alone 
should go; and when 
the land had been 
nearly destroyed by 
the plague of locusts, 
he granted that the 
women and children 
might go also, but still 
refused to allow them 
to take their cattle. It 
was then that Moses 
warned the king that 
the L-rd would slay 
the first-born. (ST 
April 1, 1880) 

A Fine Redemption

Rabbi Packouz gives 
this story: There was 
once a Jewish girl who 

stopped in Israel on her way 
to India to seek spirituality. 
Friends suggested that she go 
to Neve Yerushalayim to take a 
class and give Judaism one last 
shot before seeking other path-
ways to spirituality. The one 
class happened to be studying 
the laws regarding returning a 
lost item: 
- When is an item considered 

lost? 
- What if the person gave up 

hope of its return? 
- What constitutes a legitimate 

identifying mark to claim the 
item? 
- To what extent and cost 

of time and money are you 
obligated for returning the 
item? 
The girl was furious! This is 

NOT spirituality. She left in a 
huff and headed off to India.
Six months later she and 

her guru were discussing a 
philosophical matter while 
walking through the village. 
They came upon a wallet filled 
with rupees. The guru picked 
it up, put it in his pocket and 
continued with his point. The 
girl interrupted him and asked, 
“Aren’t you going to see if there 
is identification in the wallet 
to return it?” The guru replied, 
“No. It was his karma that 
he lost it; it’s my karma that I 
found it. It’s mine.” The girl 
implored, “But, he might have 

a large family and that might 
be his monthly earnings, they 
could starve if you don’t return 
it!” The guru responded, “That 
is their karma.”
The young lady then 

remembered the class she took 
in Jerusalem—and realized 
that spirituality without justice, 
kindness and concern for others 
is just a false spiritual high, 
corrupt emotion. She returned 
to Jerusalem and ultimately 
returned to her Torah heritage. 
The Torah gives us great insight 
on spirituality.

Kosher Food

After a presentation on 
Jewish outreach, a 
member of the audience 

approached the rabbi, Rabbi, do 
you know I was able to bring a 92 
year old lady back to Torah and 
mitzvot.”

Wow! How did you do that? 
Asked the rabbi. I own a nursing 
home, and this lady, Mrs. 
Greenberg, came to live there. 
Of course we ordered her kosher 
food.

A couple of weeks later, the 
state inspector for nursing 
homes came to check, and she 
complained to him:

“They don’t give me normal 
food, here! They give me weird 
food. I want normal food 
like everyone else here.” The 
inspector called me in on the 
spot and said, “This lady says you 
don’t give her normal food.” So I 
replied, “We’re giving her better 
than normal food, we’re giving 
her kosher food.”

“I don’t want kosher, I want 
normal!” She said. “But, Mrs. 

Greenberg, kosher food is better 
for your health.” 

“You think, at ninety-two, I’m 
worried about cholesterol? Just 
give me normal food! 

“But, Mrs. Greenberg, kosher 
food tastes better.”

“At my age, you think I can 
taste anything? I just want 
normal food like everyone else.’

“But, Mrs. Greenberg, kosher 
food is more expensive than 
regular food.”

“Keep the extra and just give 
me normal food!”

The inspector said to me, 
“Listen, I am coming back here 
in three months, and if you’re 
not giving her the same food as 
everyone else, I am going to close 
you down.”

So that’s what happened, 
Rabbi, I persuaded her to eat 
kosher. Now she lights Shabbat 
candles and everything.”

“Yes,” said the rabbi, “but what 
did you say to her to convince her 
to change?

“I have no idea. But Rabbi, 
you’re missing the point he 
was going to close me down! 
The secret of persuasion is 
commitment. and so that you 
may relate in the ears of your son 
and your son’s son  that you may 
know I am Hashem.”

When you want someone else 
to accept what you tell him or her, 
you first have to be completely 
convinced it’s true yourself. Only 
then will your words be accepted.

In order for our children, or 
elderly ladies for that matter, 
to be convinced of what we are 
saying that you may relate in 
the ears of your son and your 
son’s son we first have to know 
I am Hashem. (story heard from 
Mordechai Weissman.)
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“Then the L-rd said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the land of 
Egypt for the locusts, so that they may come upon the land of Egypt and 
eat every plant in the land, all that the hail has left.” So Moses stretched 
out his staff over the land of Egypt, and the L-rd brought an east wind 
upon the land all that day and all that night. When it was morning, the 
east wind had brought the locusts. The locusts came up over all the 
land of Egypt and settled on the whole country of Egypt, such a dense 
swarm of locusts as had never been before, nor ever will be again. They 
covered the face of the whole land, so that the land was darkened, and 
they ate all the plants in the land and all the fruit of the trees that the hail 
had left. Not a green thing remained, neither tree nor plant of the field, 
through all the land of Egypt.” (Exodus 10:12–15)

Exodus 10:1 - 13:16


