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Resources:
• Adventist Mission Website: http://wjafc.globalmissioncenters.org/ 
This website is the new resource provided by the Office of Adventist Mission of the General Conference 
of the Seventh-day
• Website: www.jewishadventist.org 
A must website. To subscribe to our newsletter. To download some resources (Hebrew Sabbath School, 
and other documents). To order the book “Comfort, Comfort my people…” and many other things.
• Shalom Adventure Magazine online: www.ShalomAdventure.com 
If you would like to read articles, watch videos, learn things about Judaism and Israel, this website is just 
for you.
• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WJAFC: If you would like to share with 
people, this forum on facebook is a good place for that.
• Photos: https://get.google.com/albumarchive/1131446298409925652
91?source=pwa We have posted a lot of pictures on Internet during the last years. Don’t hesitate 
to look at them.
• Russian Website: http://www.boruh.info/ This website is in Russian, many articles 
and the parasha are posted on it every week.

Professional Urban 
Development:
The WJAFC provides:

- Professional Urban 
training for Jewish 
Ministry

- Teaching for 
theological students

- Help to plant new 
congregations.

- Support for Adventist-
Jewish dialogue with 
scholars and rabbis
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We pray 
every week 
for the Jewish 
Friendship 
Ministry. I 
suggest our 
partners to 
pray from May 
13 through 
20 for Vitaly 
Olinik who 
is the pastor 
the Jewish 
Adventist 
Friendship 
Community in 
Seattle (WA, 
USA). He is 
doing a very 
good work. 
Let’s pray for 
him and his 
family.
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Shabbat Shalom Newsletter

Carlos Muniz

v I would like to share here some news 
about our ministry in Venezuela. Even though 
this country goes through a very serious 
political crises our ministry is going well. I 
received this news from Jorge Perez, the leader 
of the Jewish Adventist Friendship ministry 
in Caracas, saying: 

January 18, 2017: “Margarita Island, belongs 
to Venezuela, and has an important Jewish 
community. The West Venezuela Conference’s 
president sent me an invitation to run a cycle 
of 15 days lectures to explain our Jewish Ad-
ventist Friendship ministry and to lead some 
evangelistic meetings. These lectures would be 
on February 10 through 25. The current Ad-
ventist congregation which support our minis-
try is composed of 22 members, and about 10 
Orthodox Jews are in good relations with this 
congregation.

Then I received recently a new update from 
Jorge Perez and its work in Margarita Island:

May 1, 2017: “during the last work in this 

Margarita Island 20 people have been immersed 
in the mikveh, and we also did a new work in 
Ciudad Bolivar where 35 people were immersed 
recently in a mikveh. Tulio Reyes sent us an e-
mail on May 4 to inform us about the opening 
of a new Jewish Adventist congregation in that 
territory of Venezuela. 

We are still praying for a new building in Ca-
racas where a much more decided work will be 
done and we thank you for your prayer for our 
ministry in Venezuela.” 



any physical defects. 
The nation is com-
manded to sanctify 
the Name of G-d by 
insuring that their 
behavior is always ex-
emplary, and by being 
prepared to surrender 
their lives rather than 
murder, engage in 
licentious relations or 
worship idols. 
The special character-
istics of the Shabbat 
and other holidays 
are described, and the 
nation is reminded not 
to do certain types of 
creative work during 
these holidays. 
New grain may not be 
eaten until the omer of 
barley is offered in the 
Temple. 
The Torah explains 
the laws of prepar-
ing the oil for the 
menorah and baking 
the lechem hapanim 
(Bread of his face) in 
the Temple. 
A man blasphemes 
G-d and is executed 
as prescribed in the 
Torah.

Teaching the 
Youngest

The Parasha starts say-
ing: “And the LORD 
said to Moses, ‘Speak 

to the priests, the sons of 
Aaron, and say to them…’” 
(Leviticus 21:1a). This verse in-
cludes three times a synonym 
verb for “saying:” The first one 
is about Hashem who speaks 
to Moses, “LORD said to Mo-
ses,” and the following two are 
about teaching of the Kohanim 
to the children of the Kohanim.  
“Speak to” and then “tell them.” 
The Jewish tradition has seen 
in this redundancy of verbs “to 
say”, “to speak”, “to tell” as an 
invitation to the elders to teach 
the young generation. The 
message given to the children 
of Aharon is: “always remem-
ber that you are the children of 
Aharon. As children of such 
a prominent father, you must 
conduct yourselves in a way 
befitting your genealogy.” Sec-
ondly, ve’amarta aleihem— “tell 
them the laws of defilement 
that apply to them.”

No Contact with Death

The Torah states: “No 
one shall make himself 
unclean for the dead 

among his people,” (Leviticus 

Parasha for  
this Week

Emor

rOmTa
Leviticus  21: 1 - 24:22

2 3

Parasha Overview:
Emor

The Kohanim 
are com-
manded to 

avoid contact with 
corpses in order to 
maintain a high stan-
dard of ritual purity. 
They may attend the 
funeral of only their 
seven closest rela-
tives: father, mother, 
wife, son, daughter, 
brother, and un-
married sister. The 
Kohen gadol (High 
Priest) may not at-
tend the funeral of 
even his closest rela-
tives. 
Certain marital re-
strictions are placed 
on the kohanim. 
The nation is re-
quired to honor the 
kohanim. 
The physical irregu-
larities that invalidate 
a Kohen from serv-
ing in the Temple are 
listed. 
Terumah, a produce 
tithe given to the ko-
hanim, may be eaten 
only by kohanim and 
their household.
An animal may be 
sacrificed in the 
Temple after it is 
eight days old and 
must be free from 

21:1b). It was forbidden to the 
Kohanim to make themselves 
unclean by approaching a dead 
corpse, this law is very much fol-
lowed until today, any modern 
Jew who is a Kohen (I am not 
speaking about a Rabbi, but a 
Kohen “priest”), will avoid to be 
in the presence of a dead or to be 
in contact of a corpse or even to 
walk close to the cemetery. I re-
member when I was living in Je-
rusalem, from time to time some 
archeological excavations, exca-
vated a cemetery, immediately, 
the Ministry of the Antiquities, 
put a sign with this warming 
written on it: “this street or this 
place is an old cemetery, accord-
ing to the Jewish law, it is forbid-
den to Kohanim to walk here.” 
Today Priests and Pastors have 
no problem to be in contact with 
dead corpse, even worst, when 
someone dies, and a religious 
service is held in memory of the 
dead, the corpse is introduced in 
the church, which should not be 
done, because according to the 
Bible there is nothing more un-
clean than a dead corpse.

  
Relatives, Wife, & 

Remnant

The Torah continues: 
“except for his closest 
relatives (she’iro), his 

mother, his father, his son, his 
daughter, his brother,” (Leviti-
cus 21:2). There are some excep-
tions, G-d understands that los-
ing a close relative could be very 
painful, he recognizes the pain, 
and accepts that in his case, a 
Kohen can approach his relatives 
and mourn for them. But what 
is strange, is that apparently, 
it seems that the “wife” of the 
priest is not included in the list 
of the relatives. However, any-
one who is married knows that 
his wife is part of himself, his 
wife become even closer to him 
than his parents or his brothers 
or sisters, as the Bible says: “and 
they shall become one flesh.” 
(Genesis 2:24) How does the 
Bible not mention the priest’s 
wife? The Hebrew word for rela-
tives is she’eiro, and Rashi, one of 
the greatest Jewish Bible com-
mentators interprets this word 
as saying Ishto, which means 
“his wife.” In fact the root of the 
word she’ir is used in Genesis 
45:7 where it means “remnant,” 
the “remnant on earth” or the 
“remnant in the land” it de-
pends  on how we translate the 
Hebrew expression ba’aretz. The 
Jewish people prefer “remnant 
in the land” which is related to 
the descendance. Jewish com-
mentators then affirm that his 
wife is included in this expres-

sion because “It is through the 
children a wife bears that the 
continuity of a man’s memory 
is assured.” The relatives or his 
wife and children are called 
“remnant” because through his 
family he continues to survive, 
even when he is physically no 
longer present. 

Another question about this 
verse, is that usually the de-
scription of a family starts with 
the father, continues with the 
mother and then the children, 
but here, in this text, when it 
is about the regular Kohen (or-
dinary priest) the “mother” is 
mentioned first, why? The To-
rah expresses two laws about 
the priests with the variation 
in sequence. In the case of the 
Kohen Gadol (high priest) the 
prohibition to defile himself 
for his father is mentioned first 
to emphasize that even to his 
father, from whom he inher-
ited the Kehunah Gedolah (high 
priesthood), he is forbidden to 
defile himself: “The priest who 
is chief among his brothers, on 
whose head the anointing oil 
is poured and who has been 
consecrated to wear the gar-
ments, shall not let the hair of 
his head hang loose nor tear his 
clothes. He shall not go in to 
any dead bodies nor make him-
self unclean, even for his father 
or for his mother.” (Leviticus 
21:10–11). But in the case of an 

ordinary Kohen, his permission 
to defile himself for his mother 
is mentioned first, to tell us that 
he may defile himself to her, 
even if she was not of Kohenite 
ascendancy (not from the tribe 
of Levi). 

Eighth Day

The Torah affirms: “And 
the LORD spoke to 
Moses, saying, “When 

an ox or sheep or goat is born, 
it shall remain seven days with 
its mother, and from the eighth 
day on it shall be acceptable as 
a food offering to the LORD.” 
(Leviticus 22:26–27). One may 
think that since animals are not 
human beings, time is irrel-
evant about them, and therefore 
they are suitable for a sacrifice 
to Hashem as soon as they are 
born. The Torah says no. It re-
quires waiting until the eighth 
day before it may be offered. It 
is interesting to notice the sig-
nificance of the number eight 
in the Bible. It transcends the 
realm of our ordinary and phys-
ical world, and refers to the holy, 
to the spiritual world. Even 
though the seven-day week 
comes from G-d and draws its 
origin from the creation of the 
world (Genesis 2:1), our time 
is based on a seven-day week. 
Only the seventh-day (Shab-
bat of Saturday) is dedicated to 
G-d and worship. G-d tran-

“You shall sanctify him, for he 
offers the bread of your God. He 

shall be holy to you, for I, the 
LORD, who sanctify you, am holy.”

(Leviticus 21:8)

scends the ordinary week and 
gave a special significance to the 
eighth day. It represents the day 
after: the day after the holiness 
of Shabbat. It represents the ad-
ditional day after the seven days 
of Sukkoth Shemini Atzeret. It is 
the day chosen by G-d for the 
circumcision of a new born boy.  
That is why we can agree with 
the Jewish tradition which says 
that the number eight represents 
“His lofty Holiness.” Before this 
number eight, the eighth day, an 
animal is not suitable to be dedi-
cated and sacrificed for G-d.  

In this same context, it is in-
teresting to notice that Yeshua 
Hamashiach was waiting for the 
eighth day, the day after the Sev-
enth-day Shabbat before being 
resurrected. And there is a Jew-
ish anecdote saying that in the 
Era of Mashiach, we will merit 
a higher revelation of Godliness 
and therefore Mashiach’s harp 
will consist of eight strings, one 
more than the seven-stringed 
harp of the Beit Hamikdash (tem-
ple) (Arachin 13b).

Date of Shavuot

Shavuot is celebrated 50 
days after Pesach, the To-
rah says: “You shall count 

fifty days to the day after the 
seventh Sabbath … And you 
shall make a proclamation on 
the same day. You shall hold a 
holy convocation.” (Leviticus 



Haftarah Overview
Ezekiel 44:15-31

Although G-d 
has said often 
enough that 

Israel is not faithful, in 
this hafttara we learn 
that G-d still has some 
among his people who 
remain faithful to him. 
Among them is the 
family of the high priest. 
“But the priests, who 
are Levites and descen-
dants of Zadok and who 
faithfully carried out the 
duties of my sanctuary 
when the Israelites went 
astray from me…” (Ez. 
44:15).

It was a great privilege 
for this family to receive 
such great approval 
from G-d, “They alone 
are to enter my sanctu-
ary; they alone are to 
come near my table to 
minister before me and 
perform my service” 
(Ez. 44:16). 

Then the text reminds 
of the Priesthood rules:

- No priest shall drink 
wine when he enters the 
inner court.

- They shall not marry 
a widow, or a divorced 
woman, but only a 
virgin.

- They shall teach my 
people the difference 
between the holy and 
the common.

- They shall show 
them how to distinguish 
between the unclean 

and the clean.
- In a controversy 

they shall act as judges, 
and they shall decide it 
according to my judg-
ments.

- This shall be their 
inheritance: I am their 
inheritance; and you 
shall give them no hold-
ing in Israel; I am their 
holding.

In the text of the 
parasha we have chapter 
23 of Leviticus which 
presents the Sabbath 
and holy days of Israel, 
among them Yom Kip-
pur, “The L-rd spoke 
to Moses, saying: Now, 
the tenth day of this 
seventh month is the day 
of atonement; it shall be 
a holy convocation for 
you… (Lev. 23:27).

The haftara speaks 
that way about the priest 
family because it is a 
reminder of the various 
rules and laws given to 
the priests and of course 
the rules about Yom 
Kippur. “On the day 
he goes into the inner 
court of the sanctuary to 
minister in the sanctuary, 
he is to offer a sin offer-
ing for himself…” (Ez. 
44:27).

23:16, 21) On the festival of 
Shavuot (Pentecost) the Jew-
ish people celebrate the giving 
of the Torah. However, read-
ing the Torah, we don’t see 
any mention of the exact date 
of this gift from G-d. The 
Jewish tradition says that G-d 
did this intentionally so that 
one should not limit his study 
of Torah to a specific time or 
date. Each believer should 
view himself as having re-
ceived the Torah on that day, 
and therefore study the Torah 
with more intensity and devo-
tion every day.

Teshuvah and 
forgiveness

About Yom Kippur, 
the Torah says: “on 
the tenth day of this 

seventh month is the Day of 
Atonement. It shall be for 
you a time of holy convoca-
tion, and you shall afflict 
yourselves” (Leviticus 23:27). 
The purpose of affliction is to 
inspire man to do teshuvah (to 
repent). The Gemara (Yoma 
86a) states “Teshuvah is great, 
for it reaches as high as the 
Kisei Hakavod (G-d’s throne 
of Glory).” Repentance is 
crucial for forgiveness, G-d 
can only forgive us when we 
are aware of our sins, confess 
them and ask forgiveness for 
them. “If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just to for-
give us our sins and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness.” 
(1 John 1:9).

In parasha Emor we learn 
that a special law is giv-
en onto the Cohanim 

(Priests) they are command-
ed to avoid contact with 
corpses to maintain a high 
standard of ritual purity. 
They may attend the funeral 
of only their seven clos-
est relatives: father, mother, 
wife, son, daughter, brother, 
and unmarried sister. The 
Kohen gadol (High Priest) 
may not attend the funeral 
of even his closest relatives.

This law gives a special 
light on a parable given by 
Yeshua, it is the parable called 
the “Good Samaritan”. In 
this parable, there is a man 
who is beaten by thieves and 
is left on the ground “leaving 
him half dead” (Luke 10:30) 
half dead, that means he was 
unconscious, like dead. Then 
pass a Kohen came on the 
road, the text says “when he 
saw him he passed by on the 
other side”  and then a Levite, 
the text continues: “when he 
came to the place and saw 
him, passed by on the other 
side.” They are devout people 
and are servants of G-d, they 
want to serve G-d and to be 
close to him, nobody can say 
that this is not good. Each 
one of us wants to be faithful 
to G-d, we want to keep his 

commandments. However, 
when they passed by this man 
who was on the ground, they 
wanted to help him. They 
had a heart for that, but they 
remembered the command-
ments of G-d and specially 
this command given to the 
Cohanim and Levites. “‘A 
priest must not make himself 
ceremonially unclean for any 
of his people who die, except 
for a close relative, such as 
his mother or father, his son 
or daughter, his brother” 
(Lev 21:1-2). Dead corpses 
were unclean, and the Kohen 
should be clean all the time to 
officiate in the Temple or in 
the synagogues. Thus, when 
the Kohen and the Levite 
passed by, they did not know 
if the man on the ground was 
already dead or not, the text 
says “half dead”, the only way 
to know if he was dead or not 
was to touch him in order to 
know if he was breathing and 
if his heart was still beating.

They did not know what 
to do, they could not touch 
him, then I can imagine 
that they prayed the L-rd to 
send someone else to take 
care of him.

But Yeshua is saying in 
this parable, that one could 
have the desire of being 
faithful to the law, one could 

in fact, break the spirit of 
the law. The Kohen and the 
Levite were at the service of 
G-d and man, in a situation 
like this they should over-
come their desire to follow 
the “letter” of the law of G-d 
in order to save this man and 
thus to follow the “spirit” of 
the law which says: “love 
your neighbor as yourselves”. 
That is the context of this 
parable, Yeshua was teach-
ing a lawyer, however this 
lawyer was overwhelmed by 
his love for every man, Jew 
and non-Jew. This lawyer, 
asked the question: “who is 
my neighbor?” (Luke 10:29). 
Have you ever asked this 
question: “who is my neigh-
bor?” From time to time 
we could be confronted to 
some wrong interpretation 
of the law of God, thinking, 
that being a good believ-
er we should not be friend 
with this person or that one, 
maybe because he/she seems 
not to be faithful to G-d. 
In this parable Yeshua says 
to us that Love and only 
love should motivate us in 
our relationship with others. 
That is why Yeshua said “By 
this all people will know 
that you are my disciples, if 
you have love for one anoth-
er.” (John 13:35).

Apostolic Writings — Luke 10:29-37
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Yom Kippur

Another indication about 
Yom Kippur: “And you 
shall not do any work 

on that very day, for it is a Day 
of Atonement, to make atone-
ment for you before the L-RD 
your G-d. For whoever is not 
afflicted on that very day shall 
be cut off from his people. And 
whoever does any work on that 
very day, that person I will de-
stroy from among his people. 
You shall not do any work. It is 
a statute forever throughout your 
generations in all your dwelling 
places. It shall be to you a Sabbath 
of solemn rest, and you shall afflict 
yourselves. On the ninth day of 
the month beginning at evening, 
from evening to evening shall you 
keep your Sabbath.” (Leviticus 
23:28–32). Before saying that 
this day of Yom Kippur has to be 
considered as a day of Shabbat, 
the text speaks specifically about 
this day, as a special day, using 
three times the expression “on 
that very day” (Be’etsem hayom), 
why speaking about that day as 
“that very day.” In fact that very 
day, was referring to the first day 
that the people of Israel kept 
Yom Kippur, in the wilderness. 
Indeed, Moshe was on the Sinaï 
for 40 days, from Rosh Chodesh 
Av (1st of the sixth month) re-
ceiving the second set of tablets 
(10 commandments) and taught 
about the Torah, and returned 
on Yom Kippur day (10th of 
the seventh month). Upon his 
return, he taught the Jewish 
people the laws of Yom Kippur. 

Immediately, on that very day, 
they began to fast and refrained 
from doing work. Consequently, 
the first Yom Kippur the people 
of Israel observed began in the 
middle of the day and lasted un-
til evening. However it should 
be clear that from the following 
year and the following Genera-
tion, Yom Kippur should not be 
observed only for half a day, but 
for a full day, that is why at the 
end of the instructions Moshe 
added  from evening to evening.

Shabbat

This text about Yom Kip-
pur gives us a great in-
dication on how to keep 

the Shabbat today, Moshe says 
to Israel:  from evening to eve-
ning shall you keep your Sab-
bath.” (Leviticus 23:32). It was a 
custom for the Jewish people to 
start their day on the evening or 
sunset, this, in connection with 
the days of the creation. On the 
first chapter of Genesis we read: 
“And there was evening and 
there was morning, the first day.” 
(Genesis 1:5). G-d instituted the 
first week, it was G-d who indi-
cated us how to account the days 
and the time. Each day of the 
creation started with the evening 
and finished with the next eve-
ning, thus a biblical day does not 
start at midnight, but on Sunset. 
Willing to respect G-d’s timing, 
Moshe said to Israel:  “from eve-
ning to evening shall you keep 
your Shabbath.” This is true for 
the weekly Shabbat, and for the 
Shabbat of the feasts.

“Six days shall work be done, but 
on the seventh day is a Sabbath of 

solemn rest, a holy convocation. You 
shall do no work. It is a Sabbath 

to the LORD in all your dwelling 
places.” (Leviticus 23:3)



Inspirational Corner
v Like the Pass-
over, the Feast of 
Tabernacles was 
commemorative. 
In memory of their 
pilgrim life in the 
wilderness the 
people were now to 
leave their houses 
and dwell in booths, 
or arbors, formed 
from the green 
branches “of goodly 
trees, branches of 
palm trees, and the 
boughs of thick 
trees, and willows of 
the brook.” Leviticus 
23:40, 42, 43.  (PP 
540)

Inspirational 
Corner

v  [Leviticus 
24:15, 16.] There are 
those who will ques-
tion God’s love and 
His justice in visiting 
so severe punishment 
for words spoken in 
the heat of passion. 
But both love and 
justice require it to be 
shown that utteranc-
es prompted by mal-
ice against God are 
a great sin. The retri-
bution visited upon 
the first offender 
would be a warning 
to others, that God’s 
name is to be held in 
reverence. But had 
this man’s sin been 
permitted to pass 
unpunished, oth-
ers would have been 
demoralized; and as 
the result many lives 
must eventually have 
been sacrificed.  (PP 
408)

Answer to 
Temptation 

A chassid of Rabbi Shneur 
Zalman of Liadi, found-
er of Chabad chassidut, 

once said that through conceit 
he overcame the urge to trans-
gress. Whenever his yeitzer hara 
would tempt h im he would 
scream, “do you know who I 
am? I am a prominent person, a 
chassid of a great Rebbe. How 
can you expect me to sin?”

Torah is Timeless

A wagon driver was once 
hired to deliver pack-
ages from one city to 

another. The day he was sup-
posed to start his trip, there was 
a heavy snowfall, making it im-
possible to travel on the roads. 
He came to the man who hired 
him demanding his pay, and 
argued, “I was ready to make 
the trip; it was not my fault 
that I could not travel.” The 
man who hired him responded, 
“Whether i fit is your fault or 
not, I do not have to pay you 
if you did not actually perform 
the work.” Unable to settle 
their argument, they submitted 
their case to the local Rabbi, 
who eventually ruled against 
the coachman. In anger, the 
coachman asked, “What is the 
basis for this opinion?”

The Rabbi replied, “ I take it 
from the Torah.”

The illiterate coachman 
asked, “What is Torah?”

“It is a book of conduct and 
teaching which G-d gave to 
the Jewish people.”

“I know nothing about this! 
When did He give it?”

“On Shavuot” the Rabbi re-
plied.

“When is Shavuot?”
The Rabbi told him that it is 

right before summer.
“If this is the case, now I un-

derstand. When the Torah was 
given, it was not during the 
snowy season. If it had been 
given in the winter, the ruling 
might have been in my favor.”

The illiterate coachman as-
signed Torah to a certain time, 
lacking the awareness and in-
sight that Torah is timeless.

Let’s Begin the 
Service

Rabbi Chaim of Tzanz 
(1793-1876) one of the 
Torah giants of his 

time, had a child who passed 
away at the young age of sev-
en.  The funeral took place in 
the morning. Afterwards, ev-
eryone went to the synagogue 
for the morning prayers. Rab-
bi Chaim sat in synagogue 
very distressed and pained.  
He was immersed in thought 
and was having difficulty pre-
paring for the service.

After a while he turned to 
the congregation and said, 
“Imagine a person is walking 
in the street and suddenly 
someone slaps him on his 
back.  He quickly spins 
around in anger ready to strike 
back.  But when he sees that it 
is his best friend, he is no 
longer angry for he realizes 
that this was not an act of hate 
but a friendly gesture.”

“I too,” concluded Rabbi 
Chaim, “have gotten today a 
painful blow.  But after giving 
this matter some thought I 
realized that it was our loving 
G-d Who did this to me.  
How can I be angry at Him?  
I accept His judgment with 

love and I’m ready to serve 
Him with all my heart and 
soul.  Now let us begin the 
service!”

Destined for 
Eternal Life

The Talmud tells a story 
about Eleazar ben Durda-
ya, who committed many 

sins in his life.  One day someone 
told him, that even if he repented, 
G-d will not accept it.  He went 
and sat between two hills and 
exclaimed: “Hills and moun-
tains, plead for mercy for me!” 
They replied: “How can we pray 
for you, when we have to pray for 
ourselves?”  He then exclaimed: 
“Heaven and earth, plead for mer-
cy for me!” They replied: “How 
shall we pray for you, when we 
stand in need of prayer ourselves!”  
He then exclaimed: “Sun and 
moon, plead for mercy for me!” 
But they also replied: “How shall 
we pray for thee, when we stand 
in need of it ourselves!”  He then 
exclaimed: “Stars and constella-
tions plead for mercy for me!”  But 
they too said, “How can we pray 
for you, we stand in need of it our-
selves!”   R. Eleazar ben Durdaya 
said: “The matter then depends 
upon me alone!”

He placed his head between 
his knees and wept aloud so much 
until he heard a voice from heaven 
proclaiming: “Rabbi Eleazar ben 
Durdaya is destined for the life of 
the World-to-Come!”

The Talmud continues that 
Rabbi Yehuda Hanasi, upon 
hearing this, wept and said: 
“One can acquire Eternal Life 
after many years; while another 
in one hour!  Rabbi Yehuda also 
said: “Not only are the people 
who repent accepted, they are 
even called Rabbi!

StorieS and traditionS
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KidS ParaSha emor 
rOmTa

“Speak to Aaron and his sons and all the people of Israel and say to them, When 
any one of the house of Israel or of the sojourners in Israel presents a burnt offer-
ing as his offering, for any of their vows or freewill offerings that they offer to the 
L-rd, if it is to be accepted for you it shall be a male without blemish, of the bulls 
or the sheep or the goats. You shall not offer anything that has a blemish, for it 
will not be acceptable for you. And when anyone offers a sacrifice of peace offer-
ings to the L-rd to fulfill a vow or as a freewill offering from the herd or from the 
flock, to be accepted it must be perfect; there shall be no blemish in it. Animals 
blind or disabled or mutilated or having a discharge or an itch or scabs you shall 
not offer to the L-rd or give them to the L-rd as a food offering on the altar. You 
may present a bull or a lamb that has a part too long or too short for a freewill 
offering, but for a vow offering it cannot be accepted.” (Leviticus 22:18–23)

Leviticus  21: 1 - 24:22


