We pray every week for
the leaders of the Jewish
Ministry,

Shabbat Shalom Newsletter

Resources:

• Website: www.jewishadventist.org

A must website. To subscribe to our newsletter. To download some resources (Hebrew Sabbath School,
and other documents). To order the book “Comfort, Comfort my people…” and many other things.
•

Professional Urban
Development:
The WJAFC provides:
- Professional Urban
training for Jewish
Ministry
- Teaching for
theological students

Shalom Adventure Magazine online: www.ShalomAdventure.com

If you would like to read articles, watch videos, learn things about Judaism and Israel, this website is just
for you.
• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WJAFC: If you would like to share with people, this
forum on facebook is a good place for that.

• Photos on Google+: https://get.google.com/albumarchive/1131446298409925652
91?source=pwa We have posted a lot of pictures on Internet during the last years. Don’t hesitate to
look at them.

• Adventist Mission Website: http://wjafc.globalmissioncenters.org/ This website is the

new resource provided by the Office of Adventist Mission of the General Conference of the Seventh-day
Adventists.
• Russian Website: http://www.boruh.info/ This website is in Russian, many articles and the
parasha are posted on it every week.

- Help to plant new
congregations.
- Support for AdventistJewish dialogue with
scholars and rabbis

WJAFC
Paris

A weekly Journal of information and training published by the
World Jewish Adventist Friendship Center
Under the umbrella of the
General Conference —Office of Adventist Mission

Journal of Information and Training — Issue 723 — 18 March 2017 / 20 Adar 5777

Carlos Muniz
English Edition:
Richard-Amram Elofer

Richard Amram Elofer

Russian Edition:
Alexandra Obrevko
French Edition:
Sabine Baris
Spanish Edition:
Jael Wells Cuellar
Portuguese Edition:
Carlos Muniz
Dutch Edition:
Hubert Paulleta

Hubert Paulleta
8

Emails:
English: richard@elofer.com
Russian: sashok_l@mail.ru
French: sabinebaris@gmail.com
Spanish: jael_wells@hotmail.com
Portuguese: cdmuniz@gmail.com
Dutch: hpauletta@hotmail.com

Credit photos:
Richard Elofer, Alexandra Obrevko, Jael Wells Cuellar
Hubert Paulleta, Laurent Baris and Advent Digital Media

for more information: contact us at www.jewishadventist.org

Alexandra Obrevko

Sabine Baris

723

18 March 2017
20 Adar 5777

Shabbat Parah — Ki-Tissah

aDÚcIt yI;k

This issue

News
P.1
Parasha’s comments P.2-4
Haftara P.4-5
Apostolic Writings
P.5
Stories & Traditions
P.6
Inspirational Corner P.6,7
Color Sheet for Kids
P.7

Weekly
Jewish-Adventist
Journal
of Information

We pray
every week
for the Jewish
Friendship
Ministry. I suggest our partners to pray
from March
19 to 25 for
the Newsletter
translators
Alexandra
Obrevko
(Russian),
Sabine Roy
(Fench),
Carlos Muniz
(Portuguese).
More than 1500
people receive
this newsletter,
that is why it
is important to
pray for them.

News
Kiev Jewish Adventist
Congregation
v Sabbath 4th of March was a blessed Sab-

bath for Richard Elofer and the Jewish Adventist congregation in Kiev, Ukraine. The worship
was conducted by Pastor Victor and Vitali Obrevko, this congregation has been working for
the last 15 years and it is a mature congregation
with 70 members who would like to witness
their faith among the Jews of that city.

Ukraine has always been a great country for
the Jewish people, it is in Ukraine that Chassidism was born in the 18th century through
the initiative of Rabbi Israël ben Eliezer, better
known as the Baal Shem Tov, since thousands of
Jews from all over the world visit places where
the Baal Shem Tov was living and also the places
of other great Rabbis such as Rabbi Nahman
MiBraslev. This just to say that Ukraine will be
always a great country for our ministry and service to the Jewish people.

On Shabbat morning Richard Elofer presented the drasha on the parasha, a great time
to remind to the congregation the importance of
the sanctuary as G-d’s illustration of the plan of
salvation, and an illustration of the life of every
believer, the courtyard speaking about forgiveness, the Holy place presenting the progression of a believer life called sanctification, and
the most Holy place which speaks about perfect
communion with G-d or “glorification.”

After a time of Shabbat School perfectly led
by Vitali Obrevko for a youth class, a meal was
served, and a break gave time to social gathering
and free talk to one another.
After a few consultations on the afternoon, a
very rich meeting was led from 5 to 7 pm. The
hall was full of people interested to talk about
an appropriate contextualization in our Jewish
ministry.

Parasha Overview:

Ki-Tissah

Parasha for
this Week

M

oshe conducts a
census by
counting each silver
half-shekel donated by
all men age twenty and
over.
Moshe is commanded
to make a copper laver
for the Mishkan. The
women donate the necessary metal.
The formula of the
anointing oil is specified, and G-d instructs
Moshe to use this oil
only for dedicating the
Mishkan, its vessels,
Aharon and his sons.
G-d selects Bezalel
and Oholiav as master
craftsmen for the Mishkan and its vessels.
The Jewish People are
commanded to keep the
Sabbath as an eternal
sign that G-d made the
world.
Moshe receives the
two Tablets of Testimony on which are written
the Ten Commandments.
The mixed multitude
who left Egypt with
the Jewish People panic
when Moshe’s descent
seems delayed, and
force Aharon to make a
golden calf for them to
worship. Aharon stalls,
trying to delay them.
G-d tells Moshe to
return to the people

“They have turned aside quickly
out of the way that I commanded
them. They have made for
themselves a golden calf and have
worshiped it and sacrificed to it and
said, ‘These are your gods, O Israel,
who brought you up out of the land
of Egypt!’” (Exodus 32:8)

Ki-Tissah

aDÚcIt yI;k
Exodus 30:11 - 34:35
Unity Among Them

T

he Torah says:
“This shall they
give — everyone
who passes through the
census — a half-shekel....” (Exodus 30:13).
Moshe came back from
the Mountain while they
were worshipping the
Golden Calf, and Moses
went back to the Sinai
to get the second set of
the 10 commandments,
the Jewish tradition says
that Moshe came back
on Yom Kippur and announced to his people
that God forgave them
their sin of the Golden
Calf, that is why the
building of the Mishkan
is understood to teach Israel about the forgiveness
of the worshipping of the
golden calf.
The requested half-shekel
donation teaches that no
believer should not consider himself complete
(half shekel) alone. He
must know that he needs
to be united with the collective people of G-d. Because when there is peace
and unity among G-d’s
people, their light is shining among the nations.

2

Donations for
the Sanctuary

R

eading Exodus 30:13 to
30:16 we discover that
we have different offering, not only one. “Each one
who is numbered in the census
shall give this: half a shekel”
(Exodus 30:13) and “You shall
take the atonement money from
the people of Israel and shall
give it for the service of the tent
of meeting…” (Exodus 30:16).
First we have the half shekel
which was a temporary offering
to make the census of Israel. The
revenue was used for making the
sockets of the beams and pillars
of the Sanctuary. The second,
was a fixed donation mentioned
in the verse 15 was a commandment for all time, and the revenue was used to provide the
communal offerings, in which
rich and poor have an equal
share. The Korban Tsavor (the
offering offered for the community) must always be paid for out
of the current year’s donations.
This “half-shekel” donation that
was donated annually in Adar
— month just before the month
of Nissan, the month of Passover. Thus, each year, on Nissan
1, the renewal of the nation’s offering would commemorate the
building of the Sanctuary which
began on Nissan 1.

Thus, according to the Jewish
tradition, there were two separate
funds in the Sanctuary. The first
fund was from the “half shekel”
this revenue was spent entirely
each year; it was not allowed to
accumulate, but was replenished
each year. The second fund, however, a Temple treasury could accumulate. These two funds were
replenished by donations and not
by the tithes, which served only
for the needs of the priests (Kohen and Levites). This confirms
the practice of the Seventh-day
Adventists, not using the tithes
to buy buildings.

Leaders’
Responsibilities

T

his week’s Torah portion describes the infamous experience of
the construction of the eigel
hazahav (golden calf). Perhaps
the most famous episode of the
post-Exodus story. When Moses prays to God to forgive the
Jewish people for this incident,
he pleads, “Blot me out of Your
Book” (Exodus 32:32). According to the Baal Shem Tov,
whenever Moses saw the Jewish people behaving inappropriately, he blamed himself. He
assumed that his own failings
were the most probable cause
of the people’s misbehavior.

The Mekor Mayim Chaim
writes that this effect can be
compared to a person holding a long piece of string,
with the top end between his
fingers and the bottom lying
on the ground. If the person
moves the top of the string
even slightly, the bottom will
move as well. The top of the
string — the “head” — symbolizes the “leader”. Just as
the head of the string causes
the bottom to move, so too
does the leader impact those
who are at the lower level.
On a practical level, we can
understand Moses’s behavior
as covering for the Jewish
people. He took responsibility for their mistake because
of his intense commitment
to leading them. It is as if
Moses said, “Had I been a
better leader, they would
have been better people.” He
saw their mistake as a reflection on his failure to guide
them properly.
In fact, this was not the
case, as we see in God’s subsequent statement, “The one
who really sinned to me I
will blot out of My Book”
(Exodus 32:33). Moses was
completely guiltless in this
situation. Yet we see that
Moses was nevertheless pre-

pared to cover for the people
by taking the blame himself.
May we learn to love each
other to the degree where we
can point the accusatory finger at ourselves instead of at
others.

Aharon Was Rewarded

A

ccording to the Jewish interpretation
of the eigel hazahav (golden calf), not only
was Aharon not criticized
for his role, but he was rewarded, for he only got involved to delay them until
Moshe came back. According to the Sages, God said to
him, “Aharon, I know your
true intention. By your life,
I shall set none other than
you over the offerings of My
children...” (Shemos Rabbah 37:2.) The great Hillel
said, “Be one of the pupils of
Aharon HaKohen — loving
peace and pursuing peace,
loving people and drawing
them near to Torah.” (Avos
1:12) Aharon’s role in the
golden-calf episode was
rather like that of an expert
doctor, who, when attempting to heal a patient, looks at
the cause of the illness and
cures that. The symptoms
will automatically disappear

once the treatment has been
successful. So we see that as
a reward for his good intent
Aharon was given the service
in the Mishkan (sanctuary)
and, eventually, his descendants in the Beit-HaMikdash
(temple). The task of the kohen gadol (high priest), Aharon’s eventual role, is to unify
the hearts and minds of klal
Yisrael (assembly of Israel)
in their worship of God. Of
course, this is just what he
intended to achieve through
his involvement in the eigel
(calf), for which God justly
rewarded him for eternity.
(Shem MiShmuel by the Sochatchover Rebbe, published
by Targum Press)

Two Stones With the
Ten Commandments

T

he Torah gives us the
reaction of Moses at the
Golden Calf: “And as
soon as he came near the camp
and saw the calf and the dancing, Moses’ anger burned hot,
and he threw the tablets out of
his hands and broke them at the
foot of the mountain.” (Exodus 32:19). When Moshe saw
the golden calf, he immediately
wanted to break the Tablets.
According to the Jewish tradition, when Moses saw the golden
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immediately, threatening
to destroy everyone and
build a new nation from
Moshe.
When Moshe sees the
camp of idol-worship he
smashes the tablets and
destroys the golden calf.
The sons of Levi volunteer to punish the transgressors, executing 3,000
men.
Moshe ascends the
mountain to pray for forgiveness for the people,
and G-d accepts his
prayer.
Moshe sets up the
Mishkan and G-d’s cloud
of glory returns. Moshe
asks G-d to show him
the rules by which he
conducts the world, but is
granted only a small portion of this request.
G-d tells Moshe to
make new tablets and
reveals to him the text
of the prayer that will
invoke Divine mercy.
Idol worship, intermarriage and the combination of milk and meat are
prohibited.
The laws of Pesach, the
first-born, the first-fruits,
Shabbat, Shavuot and
Succot are taught.
When Moshe descends
with the second set of
tablets, his face is luminous as a result of contact
with the Divine.

“When Joshua heard the noise of
the people as they shouted, he said
to Moses, ‘There is a noise of war in
the camp.’ But he said, ‘It is not the
sound of shouting for victory, or the
sound of the cry of defeat, but the
sound of singing that I hear’.” (Exodus
32:17–18)

Haftarah Overview
1 Kings 18:1-18:39

I

srael experienced a
great apostasy in the
time of Moses. “He
took what they handed
him and made it into an
idol cast in the shape of
a calf, fashioning it with
a tool. Then they said,
“These are your gods, O
Israel, who brought you
up out of Egypt.” (Exodus
32:4).
In the Haftara too Israel Experienced a great
apostasy In the time of the
prophet Elijah: ‘So they
took the bull given them
and prepared it. Then they
called on the name of Baal
from morning till noon.
“O Baal, answer us!” they
shouted. But there was
no response; no one answered. And they danced
around the altar they had
made. ” (1Kings 18:26)
The people of Israel is
under the domination of
Jezebel, an evil queen and
Ahab, a weak king. Jezebel kills many prophets of
God while some of them
are protected by Obadiah
the governor.
Elijah decides to challenge the king Ahab: Elijah said, “As the LORD
Almighty lives, whom I
serve, I will surely present myself to Ahab today.”
(1Kings 18:15).
What is strange in this
story is that the one who is
faithful, Elijah, is accused
by the king to make trouble in Israel: “When he
saw Elijah, he said to him,

calf, he wanted to break the
Tablets of the Ten Commandments, but the elders grabbed
onto them and did not let him
throw them down, until he finally overpowered them and
shattered the Tablets. (Avot
DeRabbi Natan 2). Thus they
asked: what was the basis of
the discussion between Moshe
and the elders? Here is Rabbi
Moshe Bogomilsky’s suggestion: There are people who
excel in inter-human relationships, but lack in their relationship with Hashem. They generously help a person in need
but are lax in the performance
of purely spiritual mitsvot. On
the other hand, there are people who are meticulous in their
relationship with Hashem, but
much is to be desired in their
dealings between man and
man. The Tablets consisted of
the Ten Commandments, four
on the first stone, and six on
the second stone.
The first four belong to the
category of mitzvot between
man and G-d, while the other
six are mitzvot between man
and man. The elders argued, “ It
is true that the people of Israel
violated what is written in the
first group of Commandments,
but they are all from the category of mitzvot between man and
G-d. Let them at least remain
with the second group of Commandments, which belong to
the category of mitzvot between
man and man.” Moshe insisted,
“Although they were written

4

on separate stones, the two stones
were united, in order to accentuate
their inseparability. The rationale
for obeying the ethical principles
of the Torah in dealing with fellow human beings is not because
they are self-evident and logical,
but because these principles were
given at Sinai and are the word of
Hashem.”

Unchangeable Torah

T

he Torah states: “the
people gathered themselves together to Aaron
and said to him, ‘Up, make us
gods who shall go before us.”
(Exodus 32:1), This is a strange
verse and unbelievable behavior of the people of Israel. Even
though they still have in their
mind, the great theophany of
G-d, with smoke, fire, sound of
the trumpet, thunder… (Exodus 19:18–19) and the voice
of G-d saying: “You shall not
make for yourself a carved image,” (Exodus 20:4) the people
did not hesitate to ask Aharon,
tu make a god in gold. This story shows us the absolute divine
character of God’s law, as Rabbi
Hirsch put it: “At the very start
of the Torah’s entry into the
world, the unworthiness of the
nation that was meant to receive
it made it clear that one of the
two would have to go: either the
Torah, or the entire generation
of the nation to whom the Torah is given. The decision was
instantaneous: to give up that
the entire generation, create a
new generation capable of ac-

cepting this Torah —and wait!”
If the nation refuse to accept the
Torah, G-d is ready to destroy
this generation and to start a
new story with Moses. No one
should ever imagine that the Torah should be adapted to changing times; on the contrary, each
generation is entitled to a present and a future only inasmuch
as it accommodates itself to the
Torah. The Torah was given to
G-d’s people so that they should
shape and adapt themselves until they have elevated themselves
to the moral and ideal spiritual
heights of G-d.
That is why the Shaliachim
and disciples of Yeshua affirmed
“Do we then overthrow the Torah by this faith? By no means!
On the contrary, we uphold the
Torah.” (Romans 3:31), and also
“So the Torah is holy, and the
Mitzvah is holy and righteous
and good.” (Romans 7:12). By
sending the Messiah to die for
us, is another way for G-d to
say that the Torah cannot be
changed and adapted to the
times, if so, G-d would have
changed the requirements of
the Torah and would have not
asked Messiah to die for us.
Just changing the law would
made everyone not guilty, but
that was impossible. The Torah
is the manifestation of G-d’s
love and every one who accepts
the Torah practice in his life
love, “Love does no wrong to a
neighbor; therefore love is the
fulfilling of the law.”(Romans
13:10)

Apostolic Writings — 1 Corinthians 12:1–11

T

he parasha continues
G-d’s instructions for
the construction of
the Sanctuary and the Tabernacle. It was certainly not
easy to build such a building in the desert after more
than two centuries of slavery.
Of course Israel as a people
of slaves in Egypt helped to
build the pyramids and some
other great building of the
Egyptian civilization; but to
build the sanctuary in the
desert was not the same. That
is why in addition to G-d’s
instructions they needed special wisdom and gifts from
the Ruach Hakodesh (Holy
Spirit). Since these gifts came
from the spirit, we call them
“Spiritual Gifts”.
In the Tanach not all the
members of G-d’s people received this manifestation of
the Ruach Hakodesh, only a
few people. And in our parasha we have the example of
Bezalel and Oholiab, who
were gratified by G-d of some
special spiritual gifts. (Exodus 31:3–5).
With the coming of the
Mashiach, the Ruach Hakodesh
is given to everyone, every believer receives spiritual gifts, it
is a revelation of Acts 2. Rabbi
Shaul gives an explanation of
the necessity of these spiritual
gifts. In his letter to the Romans, he compares G-d’s people to a human body, and said:
“For as in one body we have
many members, and the members do not all have the same
function, so we, though many,
are one body in Mashiach, and
individually members one of
another.” (Rom 12:3-5). And
then he explains the function
of the spiritual gifts in G-d’s
people “Having gifts … let

us use them: if prophecy, in
proportion to our faith; if service, in our serving; the one
who teaches, in his teaching; the one who exhorts, in
his exhortation; the one who
contributes, in generosity; the
one who leads, with zeal; the
one who does acts of mercy,
with cheerfulness” (Romans
12:6-8), these gifts are much
more for the proclamation of
the presence of Mashiach (gift
of prophecy, gift of teaching,
gift of exhortation…) and the
building of G-d’s people (gift
of service, gift of generosity,
gift of leadership, gift of mercy…).
In the Apostolic Writings,
we have several texts that
speak about spiritual gifts,
they are all from Rabbi Shaul,
the most known among them
is certainly the letter written
to the Corinthians. However,
we must give a first warning
about this topic of the spiritual gifts, That is why Shaul
starts saying: “Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers, I
do not want you to be uninformed. You know that when
you were pagans you were led
astray to mute idols, however
you were led.” (1 Corinthians
12:1–2). Trance, hypnoses,
and ecstasy are very common
in the pagan world, when it
happens minds are very vulnerable, it is very easy to be
exalted, and to be manipulated by Satan, thinking that
is the work of the Ruach Hakodesh, and being a puppet in
the hands of Satan.
The work of the Ruach Hakodesh is a clear work, which
is not making us to loose our
mind, the best example of a
person fully empowered by
the Holy Spirit is Yeshua, one

of the messianic text put this
words in the mouth of the
Messiah: “And the Spirit of
the LORD shall rest upon
him, the Spirit of wisdom and
understanding, the Spirit of
counsel and might, the Spirit
of knowledge and the fear of
the LORD.” (Isaiah 11:2). He
received the fullness of the
Ruach Hakodesh, and he never
was in trance, in ecstasy or
hypnotic condition, he never
lost his mind, and never spoke
or prayed with strange words
which were not understood by
his contemporaries. He always
was clear in his expression of
the will of G-d. Saying this
Shaul continues “Now there
are varieties of gifts, but the
same Spirit; and there are varieties of service, but the same
Lord; and there are varieties
of activities, but it is the same
God who empowers them all
in everyone.” (1 Corinthians
12:4–6), The Ruach leads us
for the common good, that
means for the progress of the
community and fulfillment
of its mission. His gifts to
the Kehilah could have various functions, spiritual gifts,
spiritual services, spiritual activities, ministries, all coming
from the same Spirit of G-d.
That is why Shaul describes
many more gifts: knowledge,
faith, healing, miracles, distinguishing between spirits,
tongues, (1 Corinthians 12:8–
11). As believers and members
of G-d’s people it is our privilege to pray G-d to bless us
through his Spirit and to help
us to discover the spiritual
gifts He imparted us. Yeshua
said “how much more will the
heavenly Father give the Holy
Spirit to those who ask him!
(Luke 11:13).
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“Is that you, you troubler of
Israel?” (1Kings 18:17)
Ahab is the one who
brought idolatry to Israel,
but he is so blind that
he does not see anymore
where is the problem.
Elijah does not hesitate to
say the truth to the king
“But you and your father’s
family have. You have
abandoned the LORD’s
commands and have followed the Baals.” (1Kings
18:17)
Elijah is a courageous
man, even though later he
will be afraid to be killed
by Jezabel, it is this sort
of man and woman the
world needs.
“Would that every minister (Pastor or Rabbi)
might realize the sacredness of his office and
the holiness of his work,
and show the courage
that Elijah showed! As
divinely appointed messengers, ministers are in a
position of awful responsibility.” (PK 149).

Inspirational
Corner
It was the privilege
of the Jewish nation to
represent the character
of God as it had been
revealed to Moses. In
answer to the prayer
of Moses, “Show me
Thy glory,” the Lord
promised, “I will make
all My goodness pass
before thee.” (Exodus
33:18, 19). “And the
Lord passed by before
him, and proclaimed,
The Lord, the Lord
God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering,
and abundant in goodness and truth, keeping
mercy for thousands,
forgiving iniquity
and transgression and
sin.” (Exodus 34:6, 7).
This was the fruit that
God desired from His
people. In the purity
of their characters, in
the holiness of their
lives, in their mercy and
loving-kindness and
compassion, they were
to show that “the law
of the Lord is perfect,
converting the soul.”
(Psalm 19:7). (COL
285)
v

Stories and Traditions

A Tragic Decree

I

n 1910, the czarist government convened a “rabbinical conference.” The
aim: to force changes in Jewish religious life. Prior to the
meeting, the participants had
been privately shown a list
of 102 Jewish communities
where the government promised to “arrange” pogroms
should the conference fail to
endorse its position.
To Rabbi Sholom DovBer
of Lubavitch the issue was
a matter of spiritual life
and death. Throughout the
conference, he fought against
the
government’s
plans.
When he rose to speak, he
publicly exposed the ministers
who had threatened pogroms.
He then unequivocally stated:
“True, we live under the
dominion of the Russian
government.
But
their
jurisdiction over us extends
only to material matters. In
all that concerns our faith, no
sovereign or regime on earth
has the authority to dictate to
the us.”
So deeply did the Rebbe feel
for the matter that at the end
of his impassioned speech he
fainted.
He was immediately placed
under house arrest for his
words. Later one of the leading
rabbis of the time came to see
him. The visitor found the
Rebbe weeping. “Lubavitcher
Rebbe!,” exclaimed the rabbi,
“why are you so distressed?
You have done everything you
possibly can!”
The Rebbe utterly failed to
see his point. “So what?” he
said. “The tragic decree has
been enacted.”
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10 or 80 Tzadikim

M

oshe praying God
for Israel said to God
“Remember
Avraham, Yitzchak and Yisrael Your
servants.” (Exodus 32:13).Why
did Moshe mention our forefathers when he entreated Hashem
on behalf of the Jewish people? In
the year 1801 Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Liadi, known as the Alter
Rebbe, was imprisoned a second
time for his activities on behalf of
the Chassidic (orthodox) movement, and he was released on the
fifth day of Chanukah.
A prominent Jew, Reb Nota
Notkin, offered to use his
influence in the government
to gain the release of the Alter
Rebbe if he would agree to meet
with three very prominent Rabbis
of the non-Chassidic community.
The Alter Rebbe agreed, and
the first one he visited was the
venerable sage renowned for
his Torah knowledge, Hagaon,
Reb Moshe Chayfitz. Without
formally greeting the Alter Rebbe,
he immediately started asking
him questions, which the Alter
Rebbe answered successfully. The
Gaon then said, “I will now ask
you a question that I asked many
scholars and no one was able to
answer it. If you can answer it, I
will respect you greatly.”
The Midrash Rabbah (44:7)
says that when Moshe prayed
for the people of Israel, Hashem
said, “When Avraham prayed
for Sodom, I was ready to spare
them if he came up with ten
tzaddikim (righteous); I will do
the same now.” Moshe replied,
“You have me, Aharon, Elazar,
Itamar, Pinchas, Yehoshua, and
Kaleiv.” Hashem said, “I see only
seven.” Moshe said “Remember
Avraham, Yitzchak and Yisrael

Your servants, and together
with them there are ten.”
Another Midrash on this
subject (Devarim 3:15) says that
Moshe offered to come up with 80
tzaddikim. He mentioned the 70
elders and the seven tzaddikim,
as mentioned in the previous
Midrash. When Hashem said,
“That was only 77,” Moshe replied,
“Remember Avraham, Yitzchak,
and Yisrael, Your servants.” How
do we explain the contradiction
between the two Midrashim?
The Alter Rebbe explained:
There is discussion in the
Gemara (Horayot 5b) whether
each tribe is considered a “kahal”
(community) or if, when the
Torah uses the word “kahal,” it
refers to the entire community
of Israel. The Midrash in our
parasha follows the opinion that
the entire people are considered
one “kahal.” Thus, to gain
forgiveness for Klal Yisrael, it was
sufficient to have ten tzaddikim.
The other Midrash follows the
opinion that each tribe is called a
“kahal.” Since in the making of the
golden calf, the tribe of Levi did
not participate, only eleven tribes
needed forgiveness. Each tribe had
to find seven tzaddikim and could
use our forefathers, the fathers of
Klal Yisrael, as the other three.
Therefore, Moshe mentioned
77, which is seven for each tribe
and said, “Remember Avraham,
Yitzchak, and Yisrael, Your
servants. Add to each tribe our
three ancestors and now they each
have the merit of ten tzaddikim
and deserve to remain alive.”
The Gaon Reb Moshe Chayfitz
was greatly impressed with the
Alter Rebbe and showed him honor
and respect. He personally gave
him a chair to sit on and instructed
his wife to prepare a splendid repast
for their honored guest.

Kids Parasha Ki-Tissah

aDÚcIt yI;k

Exodus 30:11 - 34:35
“The LORD said to Moses, “You shall also make a basin of bronze, with its stand of bronze,
for washing. You shall put it between the tent of meeting and the altar, and you shall put water
in it, with which Aharon and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet. When they go into
the tent of meeting, or when they come near the altar to minister, to burn a food offering to the
LORD, they shall wash with water, so that they may not die. They shall wash their hands and
their feet, so that they may not die. It shall be a statute forever to them, even to him and to his
offspring throughout their generations.””
(Exodus 30:17–21)
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v It was Christ who
gave to the builders of
the tabernacle wisdom
to execute the most
skillful and beautiful
workmanship. (Exodus
31:2-6). God desires that
His workers in every line
shall look to Him as the
Giver of all they possess. All right inventions
and improvements have
their source in Him who
is wonderful in counsel
and excellent in working. The skillful touch of
the physician’s hand, his
power over nerve and
muscle, his knowledge
of the delicate organism of the body, is the
wisdom of divine power,
to be used in behalf of
the suffering. The skill
with which the carpenter uses the hammer, the
strength with which the
blacksmith makes the
anvil ring, comes from
God. He has entrusted
men with talents, and
He expects them to
look to Him for counsel. Whatever we do, in
whatever department of
the work we are placed,
He desires to control
our minds that we may
do perfect work. (COL
349)

