
New Video Programs
Jeff  Zeremski sent this news about the 
fi lming done last week: “Th e fi lming at 
Amazing Facts with Doug Bachelor, Steve 
Wohlberg, and Jeff  Zeremski went amaz-
ingly well.  We were all very happy with 
how well the conversations fl owed and 
what was covered.  Our goal was to present 
the Bible and Jesus in a light that would be 
appealing to secular Jewish people and to 
be a bridge of understanding between Jews 
and Christians.  We fi lmed for 3 programs 
for 2 hours, a 1 hour show and 2 half hour 
shows. Th e goal is to have the editing done 
by Feb.

News From Brazil
( It is a great privilege for Richard Elofer 
to be during this time in Brazil to visit, en-
courage and train two communities in Bra-
zil. He visited the Jewish Adventist com-
munity of Rio de Janeiro from December 
1 to 5, and then from 5 to 12 the Jewish 
Adventist community in Manaus, capital 
of the province of Amazon in Brazil.

We pray every week for 
the leaders of the Jewish 
Ministry, Chanukah - Miketz
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Chanukah in Florida
( Th is coming week is Chanukah and Th e 
Jewish Adventist congregations in Florida, 
the Beth-El Shalom in St. Petersburg and 
New Port Richey have big plans for the cel-
ebration at these two communities, for more 
information contact Jeff  Zeremski.  

Shalom Adventure Website
( Let’s remember that for Chanukah will 
be posted every day new articles, videos, & 
recipes on www.ShalomAdventure.com.
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Resources:
• Website: https://jewishadventist-org.gcnetadventist.org
A must website. To subscribe to our newsletter. To download some resources (Hebrew Sabbath School, 
and other documents). To order the book “Comfort, Comfort my people…” and many other things.
• Shalom Adventure Magazine online: www.ShalomAdventure.com
If you would like to read articles, watch videos, learn things about Judaism and Israel, this website is just 
for you.
• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WJAFC: If you would like to share with people, this 
forum on facebook is a good place for that.
• Photos on Google+: http://picasaweb.google.com/jewishadventist: We have posted a lot 
of pictures on Internet during the last years. Don’t hesitate to look at them.
• WebRadio: www.shema-israel-radio.com
If you would like to listen Jewish or Messianic songs. If you want to be used to ear modern Hebrew of the 
Apostolic Writings, it is the right radio to listen on the web. 
• Adventist Mission Website: http://wjafc.adventistmission.org/ Th is website is the new 
resource provided by the Offi  ce of Adventist Mission of the General Conference of the Seventh-day 
Adventists.
• Russian Website: http://www.boruh.info/ Th is website is in Russian, many articles and the 
parasha are posted on it every week.

Professional Urban 
Development:
The WJAFC provides:

- Professional Urban 
training for Jewish 
Ministry

- Teaching for 
theological students

- Help to plant new 
congregations.

- Support for Adventist-
Jewish dialogue with 
scholars and rabbis
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We pray every 
week for lead-
ers of the 
Jewish Ministry, 
According to 
our list of prayer 
for 2014, I sug-
gest that our 
partners pray 
from December 
13 to 19, for 
Vania Siqueira 
Krueger, 
and Eduardo 
Carambula who 
are the leaders 
of the Jewish 
Adventist 
ministry in 
Montevido, 
Uruguay Let’s 
pray for their 
ministry.
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sells them food, but keeps 
Shimon hostage until they 
bring their brother Bin-
yamin to him as proof of 
their honesty. 

Yosef commands his ser-
vants to put the purchase-
money back in their bags. 
On the return journey, 
they discover the money 
and their hearts sink. 

They return to Yaakov 
and retell everything. Yaa-
kov refuses to let Binya-
min go to Egypt, but when 
the famine grows unbear-
able, he accedes. Yehuda 
guarantees Binyamin’s 
safety, and the brothers go 
to Egypt. 

Yosef welcomes the 
brothers lavishly as hon-
ored guests. When he sees 
Binyamin he rushes from 
the room and weeps. 

Yosef instructs his ser-
vants to put the money 
back again in their bags, 
and his goblet inside Bin-
yamin’s sack. When the 
goblet is discovered, Yo-
sef demands Binyamin 
become his slave as pun-
ishment. Yehuda inter-
poses and offers himself 
instead, but Yosef refuses.

Miketz

The parasha starts 
saying: “After two 
whole years” (Gen 

41:1). The title of this para-
sha is the second Hebrew 
word of this text of Gene-
sis: MIKETZ, This word is 
from the word Kaitz, which 
means Summer time, but 
also the end. In fact in the 
Jewish calendar the Sum-
mer time is the end of the 
year since Rosh Hashana at 
the end of the Summer time 
starts a new year. The trans-
lation is  “At the end of two 
full year…” 

 
Pharaoh’s Dream

The Torah states: 
“Pharaoh dreamed 
that he was stand-

ing by the Nile, and behold, 
there came up out of the 
Nile seven cows attractive 
and plump, and they fed 
in the reed grass.” (Gen-
esis 41:1–2). Pharaoh did 
not report to Yosef what 
he saw, It is interesting to 
compare Pharaoh’s ver-
sion of his dream with the 
dream as it actually was. 
When Moses (author of 
this book) described the 
dream he told it objectively, 
but here we have Pharaoh’s 

cows are vegetarian). The 
impression made by the bad 
cow and bad ears of corn was 
much stronger than the im-
pression made by the good 
one. Pharaoh adds epithets 
to the bad one in order to 
sufficiently describe the im-
pression they made on him. 
Then Yosef suggests to Pha-
raoh to look for a man full 
of understanding (navon) 
and wisdom, khakham. Yo-
sef was this man, Pharaoh 
recognizes it.
Rashi comments that their 
looking good was a sign of 
the years of plenty, for then 
people look good to one an-
other and are not envious of 
each other.
The idea that Rashi express-
es is important for happi-
ness in life. When we allow 
what someone else has to 
rob us of our own happi-
ness, we will frequently suf-
fer. However, if we learn 
to appreciate what we have 
to its fullest, we will be so 
filled with good feelings 
ourself that we will not be 
disturbed by what anyone 
else has. The more we focus 
on the good in our life, the 
less it will make a difference 
to us if anyone has more 
than us. When we master 
this attribute of feeling joy 
for what we have, our whole 
life is a life of plenty!

How do you Speak  
about Others?

The butler suggest-
ed to Pharaoh to 
seek the advice of 

Yosef. Note how the but-
ler recommends Yosef ’s 
talents to Pharaoh: “And 
there was with us there (in 
jail) a Hebrew lad (na’ar), a 
slave to the Captain of the 
Guard and we told him (our 
dreams), and he interpreted 
to us our dreams; to each 
man according to his dream 
he interpreted” (Genesis 
41:12). Rabbi Packouz asks 
the question: What les-
son for life can we learn 
from analyzing the butler’s 
words?

Rashi comments on the 
butler’s statement to Pha-
raoh: “Cursed be the wick-
ed, for even their goodness 
is not complete. The butler 
praises Yosef ’s ability, but in 
contemptuous terms:

a) Na’ar (a lad) - a fool, 
and not fit for greatness,

b) Hebrew - he doesn’t 
even know this people and 
this language,

c) A slave - it is written 
in the rules of Egypt that 
a slave cannot rule nor don 
royal garments.

Rabbi Yeruchem Levo-
vitz comments that the but-
ler actually meant to speak 

well of Yosef, for Yosef had 
been kind to him. Never-
theless, a completely favor-
able statement will never 
emerge from the lips of a 
wicked person. Even when 
praising someone, he will 
off-handedly add a deroga-
tory comment.

Rabbi Zelig Pliskin says 
“Every person should check 
his own behavior with re-
gard to this pitfall. When 
you speak favorably of some-
one, do you habitually add 
something unfavorable? For 
example: ‘She is very chari-
table, and always makes 
sure that people know it,’ or 
‘He’s very kindhearted now, 
but you should have seen 
him five years ago.’”

Yosef’s Perspicacity

Pharaoh has no preju-
dice, he is ready to 
listen to a Hebrew 

man “Then Pharaoh sent 
and called Yosef, and they 
quickly brought him out of 
the pit” (Gen 41:14). Pha-
raoh wants to hear  an ex-
planation, quickly, in a run. 
But Yosef did not hurry. 
When he was out of the pit, 
he first shaved himself and 
changed his clothes, he did 
not rush to Pharaoh; rather 
he came Vayavo’ to Pha-
raoh. It seems that Yosef  
remained fully conscious 

Parasha for  
this Week

Miketz 

Xé;qIm
Genesis 41:1 - 44:17

“Joseph was thirty years old  
when he entered the service  
of Pharaoh king of Egypt.”

(Genesis 41:46 ESV)
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Parasha Overview:
Miketz

It is two years lat-
er. Pharaoh has a 
dream. He is unsat-

isfied with all attempts to 
interpret it. 

Pharaoh’s wine cham-
berlain remembers that 
Yosef accurately inter-
preted his dream while 
in prison. 

Yosef is released from 
prison and brought be-
fore Pharaoh. He inter-
prets that soon will begin 
seven years of abun-
dance followed by seven 
years of severe famine. 
He tells Pharaoh to ap-
point a wise person to 
store grain in preparation 
for the famine. 

Pharaoh appoints him 
as viceroy to oversee the 
project. Pharaoh gives 
Yosef an Egyptian name, 
Tsafnat Panayach, and 
selects Osnat, Yosef’s 
ex-master’s daughter, as 
Yosef’s wife. 

Egypt becomes the 
granary of the Middle 
East. Yosef has two sons: 
Menashe and Ephraim. 

Yaakov sends his sons 
to Egypt to buy food. 
The brothers come be-
fore Yosef and bow to 
him. Yosef recognizes 
them but they do not rec-
ognize him. Mindful of 
his dreams, Yosef plays 
the part of an Egyp-
tian overlord and acts 
harshly, accusing them 
of being spies. Yosef 

point of view as he recalls it. 
Every narrative has a subjec-
tive coloring, and reflects the 
impression made on the nar-
rator of the event. When G-d 
reveals something in a dream, 
he does not tease man or pro-
pound a riddle to him; His 
language—even when He 
speaks in metaphors—is al-
ways clear. Pharaoh, however 
blurred essential details.
In the dream itself Pharaoh 
was standing, absorbed in 
thought, he was standing by 
the Nile, which was on cru-
cial importance for the Egyp-
tians, that is why the key to 
the whole dream lies in a cor-
rect assessment of the Nile’s 
significance. However, in 
the verse 17 the Nile lost his 
importance, it is just on the 
background.
Let’s look at the descriptions 
of the cows. In the dream it 
is said “seven cattle, well-fa-
vored and fat-fleshed” (Gen 
41:2 WEB), The Hebrew 
words says Yefot mar’eh ubriot 
basar, it is a typical descrip-
tion made by a butcher who 
sees that the cattle are going 
to make good meat and good 
income. They were “beautiful 
to look” Yafot, and healthy, 
ubriot basar from the Hebrew 
word briyut  “health” related 

to the verb “to create” barah. 
The next Hebrew word ba-
sar means “meat”. All this 
description means that they 
were perfect not only for any-
one, but in the point of view 
of a butcher. It is sure, they 
will produce good food. Pha-
raoh describes them as yafot 
tohar “beautiful in form”, the 
beautiful formation of an ani-
mal’s limbs is of no interest to 
the butcher; it interests only 
artists and painters.
When we look at the second 
part of the dream: “And be-
hold, seven other cows, ugly 
and thin, came up out of the 
Nile after them, and stood by 
the other cows on the bank of 
the Nile.” (Genesis 41:3). The 
same applies to the thin cows. 
in the dream description they 
were not looking good ra’ot 
Mar’eh and thin meat dakot 
basar. However, Pharaoh de-
scribes them as miserable not 
anymore dakot “thin” but ra-
kot “empty” (Genesis 41:19). 
Also Pharaoh neglects to 
relate that the bad cows first 
stood beside the good one on 
the riverbank, a detail that 
would have indicated that the 
bad cows consumed the good 
one out of hunger alone, as no 
pasture remained (a strange 
behavior when we know that 



Haftara Overview
1Kings 3:15-4:1

Yosef is well known 
as the one who 
can solve enig-

mas, and explain dreams.  
“And Pharaoh said to 
Yosef, “I have had a 
dream, and there is no 
one who can interpret 
it. I have heard it said of 
you that when you hear a 
dream you can interpret 
it.” (Genesis 41:15-16). 

In the text of the Haf-
tarah it is about Solomon 
the wisest man on the 
earth. “G-d gave Solo-
mon very great wisdom” 
(1Kings 4:29). This text 
is the most famous story 
about Solomon’s wisdom: 
“Later, two women who 
were prostitutes came to 
the king and stood before 
him.  The one woman 
said, ‘Please, my L-rd, 
this woman and I live 
in the same house; and 
I gave birth while she 
was in the house. Then 
on the third day after I 
gave birth, this woman 
also gave birth. We were 
together; there was no 
one else with us in the 
house, only the two of us 
were in the house.  Then 
this woman’s son died in 
the night, because she lay 
on him. She got up in the 
middle of the night and 
took my son from beside 
me while your servant 
slept. She laid him at her 
breast, and laid her dead 
son at my breast.  When 
I rose in the morning to 
nurse my son, I saw that 
he was dead; but when I 
looked at him closely in 

the morning, clearly it was 
not the son I had borne.’ 
But the other woman 
said, ‘No, the living son is 
mine, and the dead son is 
yours.’ The first said, ‘No, 
the dead son is yours, and 
the living son is mine.’ 
So they argued before 
the king.  Then the king 
said, ‘the one says, ‘This is 
my son that is alive, and 
your son is dead’; while 
the other says, ‘Not so! 
Your son is dead, and my 
son is the living one.’ So 
the king said, ‘Bring me a 
sword,’ and they brought 
a sword before the king.  
The king said, ‘Divide the 
living boy in two; then 
give half to the one, and 
half to the other.’ But the 
woman whose son was 
alive said to the king—be-
cause compassion for her 
son burned within her—
‘Please, my L-rd, give her 
the living boy; certainly 
do not kill him!’ The other 
said, ‘It shall be neither 
mine nor yours; divide it.’  
Then the king responded: 
‘Give the first woman the 
living boy; do not kill 
him. She is his mother.’  
All Israel heard of the 
judgment that the king 
had rendered; and they 
stood in awe of the king, 
because they perceived 
that the wisdom of G-d 
was in him, to execute 
justice.” (1Kings 3:16-28). 
This Hafatarah is read in 
parallel with the story of 
Yosef because Yosef and 
King Solomon were two 
wise men.

of his own personality and 
mission. This was the qual-
ity that made him a wise 
man. With penetrating ob-
servation he grasped what 
was unique about every 
person, every relationship, 
every situation. 

Yosef, A Good 
listener

In the verse 15 Pharaoh 
explained the purpose 
of his calling: “I have 

had a dream, and there is 
no one who can interpret it. 
I have heard it said of you 
that when you hear a dream 
you can interpret it.” (Gen-
esis 41:15) Khalom Khalamti 
“I have dreamed a dream”, 
and I have heard that “you 
listen a dream” or “you hear 
a dream” to understand 
it from within. As Rabbi 
Hirsch says, “everything 
depends on proper listen-
ing. Of ten people who lis-
ten to the same speech or 
the same story, often each 
one hears it differently, and 
only one of them accurately. 
Yosef ’s listening was excep-
tional, that is why he got  
sympathy from everyone.

Yosef’s Humility

Even though Pharaoh 
had a dream that 
nobody can explain, 

Yosef kept his humility. He 
could use this opportunity 
to boast, to be proud of 
himself and to be definitely 

In the parasha Miketz, 
Yosef announces to Pha-
raoh what will be the 

future of the country. Ac-
cording to Pharaoh’s dream 
there will be years of abun-
dance and years of famine. 
“Then Joseph said to Pha-
raoh, ‘Pharaoh’s dreams are 
one and the same; God has 
revealed to Pharaoh what 
he is about to do. The seven 
good cows are seven years, 
and the seven good ears are 
seven years; the dreams are 
one. The seven lean and ugly 
cows that came up after them 
are seven years, as are the 
seven empty ears blighted by 
the east wind. They are seven 
years of famine.  It is as I told 
Pharaoh; God has shown to 
Pharaoh what he is about to 
do.’” (Genesis 41:25-28). 

In the Besorah of Mark, 
Yeshua is the one who is full 
of wisdom and who is able 
to reveal the future. He an-
nounces to his disciples what 
will be the signs of his second 
coming “Beware that no one 
leads you astray. Many will 
come in my name and say, 
‘I am he!’ and they will lead 
many astray.” (Mark 13:5) 
Speaking with the orthodox 
Jews, one hear that we are in 
the time of the coming of the 
Messiah, we agree on that, 
it is the time when Yeshua 
is coming back as the Mes-
siah, the Son of David. This is 
confirmed by the realization 
of Yeshua’s prophecy, “Many 
will come in my name,” (6) 
there are so many cults to-
day, so many people who are 
pretending that they are the 
messiah, and this not only 
in Christianity but in every 
religion. We have to be care-
ful not to be seduced by these 

false Messiahs. “When you 
hear of wars and rumors of 
wars, do not be alarmed; this 
must take place, but the end 
is still to come.  For nation 
will rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom.” 
(7, 8). These wars and rumors 
of wars are on the news every 
day. We can turn our eyes ev-
erywhere, we see wars and ru-
mors of wars. And not only in 
far countries in Middle East 
or in Asia, these wars have 
reached our Western coun-
tries. Just in this year 2015, 
there was 351 massacres in 
the United States of America, 
the last one on December 2, 
in San Bernardino (very close 
to Loma Linda) 14 deaths, 
not speaking about Paris in 
France which has seen the 
worst terrorist attack on No-
vember 13, which made 130 
victims. 

All countries are involved 
in this new world war against 
terrorism: Israel and all the 
Middle East countries, but 
also France, Russia, Ger-
many, England, Canada, 
USA, Australia etc… And 
Yeshua continues: “there will 
be earthquakes in various 
places; there will be famines. 
This is but the beginning of 
the birth pains.” (8) Human 
beings have been so selfish in 
their use of natural resources 
that they have discovered that 
if they continue in this way, 
there will be an extinction of 
the human race. An excessive 
production of hydrocarbon 
for instance, has made  an un-
usual warming of the planet 
resulting in more catastro-
phes such as: earthquakes, ty-
phoon, tornado, flood with a 
natural consequence: famines 
in many parts of the world. 

But the disciples of Yeshua 
will suffer: “As for yourselves, 
beware; for they will hand you 
over to councils; and you will 
be beaten in synagogues; and 
you will stand before gover-
nors and kings because of me, 
as a testimony to them.” (9). 
In different countries the be-
lievers in Yeshua are already 
persecuted.  

This prophetic speech of 
Yeshua continues: “And the 
good news must first be pro-
claimed to all nations.” (10) 
Yes this is what we see today, 
the good news of Yeshua is 
preached in almost all the 
countries of the world, and 
even in the countries where 
Yeshua’s believers are for-
bidden the Good news is 
preached on Radio or Tele-
vision by satellite.  We have 
to keep courage, not to be 
discouraged as Yeshua said: 
“When they bring you to 
trial and hand you over, do 
not worry beforehand about 
what you are to say; but say 
whatever is given you at that 
time, for it is not you who 
speak, but the Holy Spirit.  
Brother will betray brother to 
death, and a father his child, 
and children will rise against 
parents and have them put to 
death; and you will be hated 
by all because of my name. 
But the one who endures to 
the end will be saved.” (11-13) 

The next prophecy Yeshua 
gave in this text is about the 
city of Jerusalem warming 
people: “then let those who 
are in Judea flee to the moun-
tains” (14), He made this 
prediction 40 years before it 
happened. Yeshua was not 
only the Messiah, the savior 
of Israel but also a teacher and 
a prophet in Israel.

“Then the man, the lord of the land, ‘By this I shall know that 
you are honest men: leave one of your brothers with me, and 

take grain for the famine of your households, and go your 
way. Bring your youngest brother to me. Then I shall know 

that you are not spies but honest men, and I will deliver your 
brother to you, and you shall trade in the land.’”  

(Genesis 42:33–34)

Apostolic Writings — Mark 13:5-17

4 5

released from his prison, but 
in fact he was a humble man 
who wanted to give all glory 
to G-d “Yosef answered Pha-
raoh, ‘It is not in me; G-d will 
give Pharaoh a favorable an-
swer.’” (Gen 41:16). This be-
havior reminds us the attitude 
of prophet Daniel, when the 
king of Babylon called him 
and asked him to interpret his 
dream, Daniel answered “No 
wise man, enchanter, magi-
cian or diviner can explain 
to the king the mystery he 
has asked about, but there is 
a G-d in heaven who reveals 
mysteries.” (Dan 2:27–28). 
Yosef answered “that is not 
up to me” I am not worthy 
enough to be able to admit to 
such tribute.

Yosef’s Advice  
and Wisdom

The torah states: “Let 
Pharaoh proceed to 
appoint overseers over 

the land and take one-fifth 
of the produce of the land of 
Egypt during the seven plen-
tiful years.” (Gen 41:34). A 
tax of one-fifth means a tax of 
20%. Yosef has just invented 
what we call today VAT (taxes 
on sales). 20% of taxes is high, 
especially when we compare 
it with the USA practice, but 
it is normal when we com-
pare it with other European 
countries. 20% It is the exact 
amount of VAT in France, 
in Austria, Bulgaria, Czech 
Republic, Estonia, Slovekia, 

Slovenia and UK.  and there 
are even countries with more 
than that, Denmark, Norway 
and Sweden have a VAT of 
25% and Hungary 27%. A tax 
of 20% in Egypt is therefore 
not exceptional. 

Pharaoh recognize the wis-
dom of Yosef and appoints him 
has the vice-king, “Then Pha-
raoh said to Yosef, ‘Since G-d 
has shown you all this, there 
is none so discerning and wise 
as you are. You shall be over 
my house, and all my people 
shall order themselves as you 
command. Only as regards the 
throne will I be greater than 
you.’” (Gen 41:39–40). Pha-
raoh goes even further when 
he removed his ring (42) from 
his hand and put it on Yosef ’s 
hand. Pharaoh made Yosef his 
“double” his “alter ego.”  Then 
he had him ride in the chariot 
reserved for such a vice-regent, 
and they called out before him 
Avrekha which literally means 
“I command that everyone 
bend to knee.”  (43)

When Egypt’ sovereign ap-
peared in public, he was pre-
ceded by heralds proclaiming 
that everyone had to bend and 
to knee, the same honor is giv-
en to Yosef. However we don’t 
know if Yosef has appreciated 
this demonstration; first it 
was a command from a dicta-
tor, and in addition he knew 
that to a true leader, only a 
spontaneous demonstration 
of respect is an honor. When 
it is ordered, commanded, it 
has not the same value.



STORIES AND TRADITIONS
Inspirational 

Corner
v   At the time 
when he [Yo-
sef] was called 
to the court of 
Pharaoh, Egypt 
was the great-
est of nations. 
In civilization, 
art, learning, she 
was unequaled. 
�rough a period 
of utmost di�-
culty and danger, 
Yosef adminis-
tered the a�airs of 
the kingdom; and 
this he did in a 
manner that won 
the con�dence of 
the king and the 
people. Pharaoh 
“made him L-rd 
of his house, and 
ruler of all his 
substance: to bind 
his princes at his 
pleasure; and 
teach his senators 
wisdom.” Psalm 
105:21, 22.  (Ed 
53) 

Inspirational 
Corner

v     Yosef was 
satisfied. He had 
seen in his broth-
ers the fruits of 
true repentance. 
Upon hearing 
Judah’s noble 
offer he gave or-
ders that all but 
these men should 
withdraw; then, 
weeping aloud, he 
cried, “I am Yosef; 
doth my father yet 
live?”  (PP 230)

A Spiritual 
Message 

The following Chanu-
kah story took place 
in a small village in 

Europe many years ago.  One 
Chanukah morning, a Cha-
sid decided to visit his Rebbe. 
It was a cold winter day, but 
the thought of being with his 
Rebbe kept the Chasid warm 
on his way. The Chasid hoped 
to be at his Rebbe’s synagogue 
in time for the lighting of the 
second Chanukah lights. Sud-
denly, big huge flakes floated 
down.  Faster and faster the 
flakes came from the sky.  The 
wind began to blow, swirl-
ing the snow in all directions. 
The poor Chasid couldn’t 
see the path which led to his 
Rebbe.  He couldn’t see any 
landmarks either.  In fact, he 
couldn’t tell if he was heading 
in the right direction or not. 
Then night fell and the Cha-
sid felt totally lost. Meanwhile, 
at the Rebbe’s house, after the 
sun had set, the Rebbe took a 
burning stick out of the stove, 
said the blessings, and lit two 
candles. Usually, after light-
ing the Chanukah candles the 
Rebbe and Chasidim would 
sing the beautiful Chanukah 
melodies, but tonight, he just 
stared at the flames. Then sud-
denly, to everyone’s amazement, 
the two lights vanished! Back in 
the woods, the poor Chasid fell 
down in the snow.  He was so 
tired, he wished he could go to 
sleep.  But he knew that falling 
asleep meant freezing to death.  
So he forced himself to get up 
and move on. Suddenly, two 
lights appeared in the distance.  
Rescuers must be looking for 
him!  With a new surge of en-

ergy, the Chasid followed the 
lights as they moved through 
the woods and fields.  But he 
couldn’t see a soul, just the 
lights.  The Chasid struggled 
on and on.  Finally, he saw the 
synagogue of his Rebbe.  At 
that instant the two Chanukah 
lights reappeared in the Rebbe’s 
Menorah. The Chasid burst 
through the door, “Oh Rebbe!” 
he cried. “Thank you for send-
ing people out to find me!”  For 
the first time all evening, the 
Rebbe looked up.  “I didn’t 
send anyone. The light from the 
Chanukah candles must have 
helped you find your way!”  the 
Rebbe explained. And the fact 
is, that to this very day they still 
do!  For the Chanukah candles 
have an eternal enlightening 
spiritual message for each of us.

What is the 
answer?

In traditional Torah so-
cieties one looks for a 
son-in-law who excels 

in learning Torah. The story 
is told of well-to-do Jewish 
farmer in Poland who was 
looking for an appropriate 
match for his daughter. Being 
a Talmud scholar, he arranged 
to give a lecture at the local 
yeshiva with the proviso that 
whoever could solve the Tal-
mudic problem he presented 
would be considered for his 
son-in-law.

He presented a brilliant 
presentation which dazzled 
the students. However, since 
none of the young men could 
fi nd a solution, he got onto 
his car and started to head to 
the next yeshiva in a nearby 
town. Glancing back after 
he had driven for a few min-

utes, he saw one of the ye-
shiva lads running with all 
his might to catch the wagon. 
Stopping the car, he waited 
for the young man to catch 
up and to catch his breath.

“So,” says the farmer, “You 
have an answer to my question?”

“No,” replies the young 
man, “but I have to know. 
What is the answer?”

“Ah,” smiles the farm-
er, “a young man like you 
is someone I want to con-
sider for a son-in-law!”

Whatever You 
Want

Rabbi Packouz once 
went to a tailor in Sin-
gapore to make a suit.  

He asked him, “What would 
you like?”  The rabbi told him, 
“a double-breasted suit.”  He 
advised “you’d look better in 
a single-breasted suit.”  Rabbi 
Packouz instructed him that 
he didn’t need back pockets 
in the pants or a button hole 
in the lapel.  He responded, 
“You never know when you’ll 
need back pockets; you should 
have them anyway. The same 
for the button hole in the la-
pel; you never know when 
you’ll want to wear a flower 
or a pin.”  Then the rabbi told 
him that I didn’t want cuffs 
on the pants.  He said, “No, 
cuffs are more formal; it’ll 
look a lot better with cuffs!”  
At this point Rabbi Packouz 
was feeling a bit frustrated, so 
he asked him, “What do you 
think is the biggest advantage 
of getting a suit tailor-made in 
Singapore?  And he respond-
ed — without batting an eye-
lash — “You can get whatever 
you want!”

“After two whole years, Pharaoh dreamed that he was standing by the Nile, and 
behold, there came up out of the Nile seven cows attractive and plump, and they 
fed in the reed grass. And behold, seven other cows, ugly and thin, came up out of 
the Nile after them, and stood by the other cows on the bank of the Nile. And the 
ugly, thin cows ate up the seven attractive, plump cows. And Pharaoh awoke. And 
he fell asleep and dreamed a second time. And behold, seven ears of grain, plump 
and good, were growing on one stalk. And behold, after them sprouted seven ears, 
thin and blighted by the east wind. And the thin ears swallowed up the seven plump, 
full ears. And Pharaoh awoke, and behold, it was a dream.” (Genesis 41:1–7)
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