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Resources:
• Website: www.jewishadventist.org 
A must website. To subscribe to our newsletter. To download some resources (Hebrew Sabbath School, 
and other documents). To order the book “Comfort, Comfort my people…” and many other things.
• Shalom Adventure Magazine online: www.ShalomAdventure.com 
If you would like to read articles, watch videos, learn things about Judaism and Israel, this website is just 
for you.
• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WJAFC: If you would like to share with people, this 
forum on facebook is a good place for that.
• Photos on Google+: https://get.google.com/albumarchive/1131446298409925652
91?source=pwa We have posted a lot of pictures on Internet during the last years. Don’t hesitate to 
look at them.
• Adventist Mission Website: http://wjafc.globalmissioncenters.org/ This website is the 
new resource provided by the Office of Adventist Mission of the General Conference of the Seventh-day 
Adventists.
• Russian Website: http://www.boruh.info/ This website is in Russian, many articles and the 
parasha are posted on it every week.

Professional Urban 
Development:
The WJAFC provides:

- Professional Urban 
training for Jewish 
Ministry

- Teaching for 
theological students

- Help to plant new 
congregations.

- Support for Adventist-
Jewish dialogue with 
scholars and rabbis

Journal of Information and Training — Issue 712 — 31 December 2016 / 2 Tevet 5777

We pray every 
week for a 
topic related 
to the Jewish 
people. I 
suggest our 
partners to 
pray from 
January 1 to 
6 for Richard 
Elofer and the 
World Jewish 
Adventist 
Friendship 
Center at 
the General 
Conference. 
Let’s pray for 
his ministry.
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Carlos Muniz

NEWS
Chag Chanukah SameaCh

happy  Chanukah
happy  new year 2017

Chanukah’s Lessons
v  What lessons can we learn from the Chanu-
kah candles? 
1) Candles represent Torah and mitzvot, “A mitz-
vah is a candle and Torah is light (proverbs 6:23).  
“Your word is a lamp to my feet, a light for my 
path.” (Psalms 119:105)

 The additions of a candle to the Chanukah me-
norah each day teaches that in Torah and mitzvot, 
one should never be content with what was done 
yesterday. Each day one must strive to do more 
and improve in the observance of mitzvot and the 
study of Torah.
2) The Chanukah lights commemorate the Meno-
rah (candelabra) of the Beit Hamikdash (Temple). 
Yet there are major differences between them. In 
the Beit Hamikdash the Menorah was lit in the af-
ternoon and on the inside, whereas the Chanukah 
candles are lit by the entrance facing the street and 
after dark. This teaches that a Jew must not only 
light up his house, as with the Shabbat candles, but 
he has the additional responsibility to illuminate 
the “outside” — his social and business environ-
ment. When times are “hard” spiritually, when it 
is “dark” outside and the Jews are in exile, it is not 
sufficient to light a candle alone and maintain it. 
It is necessary to increase the lights steadily. Con-

stant growing efforts to spread the light of Torah 
and mitzvot will dispel the darkness of exile and 
illuminate the world. (Likutei Sichot 8:1).

Portuguese Contextualized 
Shabbat School

v We have received the notice that the new 
booklet of Shabbat School contextualized in 
Portuguese for the Jewish population for the 1st 
quarter of the year 2017. Here is the URL to 
download it. http://adv7.in/Di



keeps Shimon hostage un-
til they bring their brother 
Benyamin to him as proof 
of their honesty. 

Yosef commands his ser-
vants to put the purchase-
money back in their bags. 
On the return journey, 
they discover the money 
and their hearts sink. 

They return to Yaakov 
and retell everything. Yaa-
kov refuses to let Benya-
min go to Egypt, but when 
the famine grows unbear-
able, he accedes. Yehuda 
guarantees Benyamin’s 
safety, and the brothers go 
to Egypt. 

Yosef welcomes the 
brothers lavishly as hon-
ored guests. When he sees 
Benyamin he rushes from 
the room and weeps. 

Yosef instructs his ser-
vants to put the money 
back again in their bags, 
and his goblet inside Be-
nyamin’s sack. When the 
goblet is discovered, Yo-
sef demands Benyamin 
become his slave as pun-
ishment. Yehuda inter-
poses and offers himself 
instead, but Yosef refuses.

Yosef, Interpreter 
of Dreams

The chapter 41 is about 
the meeting of Yosef 
with Pharaoh. The 

king of Egypt was looking for 
a wise man who could inter-
pret his dreams, Yosef was in-
troduced to him, and Pharaoh 
asked him if he had this gift, 
the Torah states: “Yosef an-
swered Pharaoh, saying, “Not 
I! G-d will see to Pharaoh’s 
welfare.” (Genesis 41:16) Yosef 
was a wise man, and as other 
greats men of the Bible (Moses, 
Jeremiah, Daniel…), he dem-
onstrated his faith and strong 
trust in G-d. He was also full 
of modesty he denied that he 
could interpret dreams and said 
that only G-d can interpret 
dreams, we have here the same 
reaction as Daniel with Nebu-
chadnezzar “Daniel spoke up 
and said: ‘Let the name of G-d 
be blessed forever and ever, for 
wisdom and power are His. He 
changes times and seasons, re-
moves kings and installs kings; 
He gives the wise their wisdom 
and knowledge to those who 
know. He reveals deep and 
hidden things, knows what 
is in the darkness, And light 
dwells with Him’ …” (Daniel 
2:20–22). The Jewish tradi-
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Parasha Overview:
Miketz

It is two years later. 
Pharaoh has a dream. 
He is unsatisfied with 

all attempts to interpret it. 
Pharaoh’s wine cham-

berlain remembers that 
Yosef accurately inter-
preted his dream while 
in prison. 

Yosef is released from 
prison and brought be-
fore Pharaoh. He inter-
prets that soon will begin 
seven years of abun-
dance followed by seven 
years of severe famine. 
He tells Pharaoh to ap-
point a wise person to 
store grain in preparation 
for the famine. 

Pharaoh appoints him 
as viceroy to oversee the 
project. Pharaoh gives 
Yosef an Egyptian name, 
Tsafnat Panayach, and 
selects Osnat, Yosef’s 
ex-master’s daughter, as 
Yosef’s wife. 

Egypt becomes the 
granary of the Middle 
East. Yosef has two sons: 
Menashe and Ephraim. 

Yaakov sends his sons 
to Egypt to buy food. 
The brothers come be-
fore Yosef and bow to 
him. Yosef recognizes 
them but they do not 
recognize him. Mind-
ful of his dreams, Yo-
sef plays the part of an 
Egyptian overL-rd and 
acts harshly, accusing 
them of being spies. Yo-
sef sells them food, but 

tion affirms that it was because 
of his modesty he was rewarded 
by sovereignty over Egypt, for 
the L-rd does honor those who 
honor Him, thus was also Daniel 
rewarded for his speech to Ne-
buchadnezzar, he was appointed 
one of the top in his government. 
Pharaoh was not ready to trust 
an alien slave coming from his 
jail, that is why Pharaoh began 
to tell his dream, only he omitted 
some points in order to test the 
capacity to interpret dreams. But 
Yosef corrected him, and pieced 
the dreams together exactly as 
they had visited Pharaoh in the 
night, and the king was greatly 
amazed. The interpretation was 
so reasonable and consistent, 
and the policy which it recom-
mended was so sound and astute, 
that its correctness could not be 
doubted. It was evident that a 
divine power was with him, and 
that there were none among the 
king’s officers of state so well 
qualified to conduct the affairs of 
the nation at this crisis.

 A Sever Famine

The Torah states: “So 
when the famine had 
spread over all the land, 

Yosef opened all the storehouses 
and sold to the Egyptians, for the 
famine was severe in the land of 

Egypt. Moreover, all the earth 
came to Egypt to Yosef to buy 
grain, because the famine was 
severe over all the earth.” (Gen-
esis 41:56–57). Yosef opened the 
reserve of grains for the distri-
bution, but this distribution was 
not free, Yosef organized the 
buying and selling of foods and 
according to Bereshit Rabbah he 
would sell only to freemen, not 
to slaves (otherwise one freeman 
could send fifty slaves), and each 
person was allowed to buy only 
as much as could be carried by 
one beast of burden.

Yosef did not try to manage 
the distribution of the food from 
above, as the governor or prime 
minister, everyone had to come 
to him, he did not rely on offi-
cials, but did everything himself. 

The repeated mention of how 
dire the famine had become 
“the famine had spread over 
all the land… the famine was 
severe in the land of Egypt … 
the famine was severe over all 
the earth” gives the  motive of 
Yosef strong policy.

Children of Israel

The chapter 42 starts 
with Yaakov suffer-
ing from the famine: 

“Yaakov learned that there was 
grain for sale in Egypt,” (Gen-

esis 42:1a) It seems, according 
to this verse, that Yaakov un-
derstood the situation better 
than his sons. He heard that in 
Egypt was food, and this food 
was for sale, but in small quan-
tity in order to have enough 
food for everyone who needed 
it. The sons were puzzled, they 
did not believed their father, 
that is why the Torah affirms 
that Yaakov saw their perplex-
ity “he said to his sons, ‘Why 
do you look at one another?’” 
(Genesis 42:1b). And Yaakov 
sent 10 of them to buy food in 
Egypt, keeping with him the 
younger and brother of Yosef, 
Benyamin. “And he said, “Be-
hold, I have heard that there 
is grain for sale in Egypt. Go 
down and buy grain for us 
there, that we may live and not 
die.’”(Genesis 42:2). However, 
this chapter has a particular-
ity: all together the 10 brothers 
were called for the first time 
Bnei Yisrael, “the children of 
Israel.” “Thus the sons of Israel 
were among those who came 
to procure rations, for the 
famine extended to the land 
of Canaan.” (Genesis 42:5). 
It was an important moment 
for G-d’s people. Their future 
rested upon them.

When Yosef saw them, he 
recognized them. “When Yo-

sef saw his brothers, he rec-
ognized them; but he acted 
like a stranger toward them” 
(Genesis 42:7), it is interesting 
that the root of the word “rec-
ognize” וַיַּכִּרֵ֑ם Vayakirem and 
stranger (foreigner or alien) 
  Vayitnaker is the same וַיִּתְנַכֵּ֨ר
-this root could means ac נכר
cording to Rabbi Hirsch “to 
be strange to” or “to make 
strange.” Treating someone or 
something as singular, strange, 
out of everything else. The 
verse 5 says: “Thus the sons of 
Israel came to buy among the 
others who came, for the fam-
ine was in the land of Canaan.” 
Since all the land of Canaan 
was suffering the famine, the 
Bnei Yisrael, came with other 
Canaanites, they were among 
them. But even though they 
came from the same land, they 
were singular, with their pecu-
liar distinctive characteristics, 
as G-d’s people they were dif-
ferent of other Canaanites. in 
the Torah we read “a people 
dwelling alone,” (Numbers 
23:9). and “For you are a people 
holy to the L-rd your G-d.” 
(Deuteronomy 7:6), “people 
holy” means “set apart” a dif-
ferent people of other people. 
Yosef has seen the specificity 
of his brothers, clothed with 
different clothes, speaking dif-

“Joseph was thirty years old when 
he entered the service of Pharaoh 
king of Egypt. And Joseph went 
out from the presence of Pharaoh 
and went through all the land of 

Egypt.” (Genesis 41:46)

ferently than other people, they 
were different than 22 years ago 
when they sold their brother to 
the Ishmaelites and the Medi-
anites.

Brothers Are Put in Test

The Parasha continues 
saying: “And Yosef rec-
ognized his brothers, 

but they did not recognize him. 
And Yosef remembered the 
dreams that he had dreamed 
of them. And he said to them, 
‘You are spies; you have come 
to see the nakedness of the 
land’.” (Genesis 42:8–9) We are 
surprised to see that Yosef did 
not want to reveal himself to 
this brothers at once. Remem-
bering his dreams means that 
he recognized that what had 
happened to him was led by 
G-d. His brothers were divine 
instruments for shaping his ul-
timate destiny and happiness 
with his family.

However, it was necessary for 
Yosef to test his brothers, to see 
whether they would again be 
able of depraving their father of 
a son (Benyamin).

Shim’on and Benyamin

The Torah states: “He 
turned away from them 
and wept. But he came 



Haftarah Overview:
1Kings 3:15-4:1

Yosef is well known 
as the one who 
can solve enig-

mas, and explain dreams.  
“And Pharaoh said to 
Yosef, “I have had a 
dream, and there is no 
one who can interpret 
it. I have heard it said of 
you that when you hear a 
dream you can interpret 
it.” (Genesis 41:15-16). 

In the text of the Haf-
tarah it is about Solomon 
the wisest man on the 
earth. “G-d gave Solo-
mon very great wisdom” 
(1Kings 4:29). This text 
is the most famous story 
about Solomon’s wisdom: 
“Later, two women who 
were prostitutes came to 
the king and stood before 
him.  The one woman 
said, ‘Please, my L-rd, 
this woman and I live 
in the same house; and 
I gave birth while she 
was in the house. Then 
on the third day after I 
gave birth, this woman 
also gave birth. We were 
together; there was no 
one else with us in the 
house, only the two of us 
were in the house.  Then 
this woman’s son died in 
the night, because she lay 
on him. She got up in the 
middle of the night and 
took my son from beside 
me while your servant 
slept. She laid him at her 
breast, and laid her dead 
son at my breast.  When 
I rose in the morning to 

nurse my son, I saw that 
he was dead; but when I 
looked at him closely in 
the morning, clearly it was 
not the son I had borne.’ 
But the other woman 
said, ‘No, the living son is 
mine, and the dead son is 
yours.’ The first said, ‘No, 
the dead son is yours, and 
the living son is mine.’ 
So they argued before 
the king.  Then the king 
said, ‘the one says, ‘This is 
my son that is alive, and 
your son is dead’; while 
the other says, ‘Not so! 
Your son is dead, and my 
son is the living one.’ So 
the king said, ‘Bring me a 
sword,’ and they brought 
a sword before the king.  
The king said, ‘Divide the 
living boy in two; then 
give half to the one, and 
half to the other.’ But the 
woman whose son was 
alive said to the king—be-
cause compassion for her 
son burned within her—
‘Please, my L-rd, give her 
the living boy; certainly 
do not kill him!’ The other 
said, ‘It shall be neither 
mine nor yours; divide it.’  
Then the king responded: 
‘Give the first woman the 
living boy; do not kill 
him. She is his mother.’  
All Israel heard of the 
judgment that the king 
had rendered; and they 
stood in awe of the king, 
because they perceived 
that the wisdom of G-d 
was in him, to execute 
justice.” (1Kings 3:16-28). 
This Hafatarah is read in 
parallel with the story of 
Yosef because Yosef and 
King Solomon were two 
wise men.

back to them and spoke to 
them; and he took Simeon 
from among them and had 
him bound before their eyes.” 
(Genesis 42:24) Simeon was 
arrested only “before their 
eyes” Rashi affirms that as 
soon as his brothers left, Yo-
sef took him out of prison 
and gave him food and drink. 
Shimon did not do anything 
wrong, there was no reason 
to keep him under arrest. 
Consequently, as soon as the 
brothers left, Yosef took him 
out of prison and treated him 
royally.

Yosef, with all his responsi-
bilities, could not go to Canaan 
to meet Yaakov his father and 
Benyamin his brother, that 
is why he asked his brothers 
to bring Benyamin to Egypt. 
Since, Yosef left his home 
while young and Benyamin 
was much younger than him, 
he was afraid that he would 
not recognize him. In addition 
of that, it would be easy for the 
brothers of Yosef to ask anyone 
in a village to play the role of 
Benyamin. That is why he in-
sisted that the brothers would 
come back with Benyamin to 
prove that they did not lie. The 
only way to be sure that the 
young man they would bring 
would be Benyamin, was to 
ask Simeon to recognize him. 
Since Simeon was separated 
from them, he did not know of 
their plan. Thus, if the person 
was not Benyamin, he would 

We have spoken 
several times 
about the paral-

lel between Yosef and Ye-
shua, that is why we can 
agree with the Jewish tradi-
tion and say that Yeshua was 
typified by Yosef. Yeshua was 
the Mashiach-ben-Yosef in-
troduced by the sages of Is-
rael. However, since the Bible 
prophecies the Mashiach-
ben-David, let’s be sure that 
Yeshua is also the Mashiach-
ben-David, the hope of Israel 
and of all  humanity. 

Even though the Bible de-
scribes the Messiah in his two 
functions—dying for his peo-
ple (Isaiah 53, Daniel 9:26) 
and receiving all glory and 
dominion from G-d (Dan-
iel 7:14-15),  the Bible calls 
these two manifestations of 
the Messiah, ben-David and 
never  ben-Yosef. It is only the 
Jewish tradition who called 
the Messiah, the Son-of-Yo-
sef (Sukkah 52a, b).

Yeshua was recognized as 
the Son-of-David, but simi-
larly to Yosef, who was not 
recognized as the natural 
leader by the Children of Is-
rael, when he explains to his 
brothers his dreams, Yeshua 
too was not recognized as the 
natural leader of Israel, but re-
jected and sold to foreign peo-
ple. However, shortly before 
being arrested, judged, and 
killed by the Romans, Yeshua 
was recognized by the Yerush-
almites as the king of Israel 
and the son of David. In Luke 
19 it is said “As he was draw-
ing near—already on the way 
down the Mount of Olives—
the whole multitude of his 
disciples began to rejoice and 
praise G-d with a loud voice 
for all the mighty works that 

they had seen, saying, ‘Blessed 
is the King who comes in the 
name of the L-rd! Peace in 
heaven and glory in the high-
est!’” (Luke 19:37–38). The 
Mount of Olives is linked to 
the Mashiach in the Bible. In 
the book of Zechariah, where 
we see that Mashiach, is called 
the L-rd who comes with  his 
kingdom, the heavenly Jeru-
salem will come down from 
heaven and will be installed on 
the Mount of Olives.  “Then 
the L-rd will go out and fight 
against those nations as when 
he fights on a day of battle. On 
that day, his feet shall stand on 
the Mount of Olives that lies 
before Jerusalem on the east, 
and the Mount of Olives shall 
be split in two” (Zechariah 
14:3–4) and the complete text 
about this Jerusalem that came 
from above: “On that day liv-
ing waters shall flow out from 
Jerusalem, half of them to the 
eastern sea and half of them to 
the western sea. It shall con-
tinue in summer as in winter. 
And the L-rd will be king over 
all the earth. On that day the 
L-rd will be one and his name 
one.” (Zechariah 14:8–9).

However, on the first com-
ing of Yeshua, the multitude 
of his disciples, not only the 
12 apostles, not only the 70 
or 72 disciples, but the mul-
titude, that means most of 
the inhabitant of Jerusalem 
rejoiced and praised G-d for 
his blessings, and for send-
ing the Messiah-ben-David. 
That is why when they saw 
Yeshua they cried “Hosanna 
to the Son of David! Blessed 
is he who comes in the name 
of the L-rd! Hosanna in the 
highest!” (Matt 21:9). Ho-
sanna is a prayer and a cry to 
G-d “hoshia-na” in Hebrew, 

“Please Save Us.” They un-
derstood that the Son-of-Yo-
seph and the Son-of-David 
are together in the person of 
Yeshua, the one who has been 
sent by G-d and the one who 
will save Israel from their 
sins. And one day, at the end 
of time just before his second 
coming they will recognize 
him and will accept him, like 
Yosef who was accepted by 
his brethren after he revealed 
his true identity, “So Yosef 
said to his brothers, “Come 
near to me, please.” And they 
came near. And he said, “I am 
your brother, Yosef, whom 
you sold into Egypt.” (Gen-
esis 45:4), it was difficult for 
them to believe him, but they 
finally accepted him, and all 
together wept, “Then he fell 
upon his brother Benyamin’s 
neck and wept, and Benya-
min wept upon his neck. 
And he kissed all his brothers 
and wept upon them. After 
that his brothers talked with 
him.” (Genesis 45:14–15). I 
know these verses of Genesis 
are from the parasha of next 
week but it is difficult to re-
sist to this good news that 
the Jewish people who are 
represented by Yosef ’s broth-
ers will accept Yeshua at the 
end of time, this is confirmed 
by the prophet who says “And 
I will pour out on the house 
of David and the inhabitants 
of Jerusalem a spirit of grace 
and pleas for mercy, so that, 
when they look on me, on 
him whom they have pierced, 
they shall mourn for him, 
as one mourns for an only 
child,” (Zechariah 12:10)….”, 
text interpreted by the Sages 
of Israel as referring to the 
Mashiach ben-Yosef (Succah 
52b).   

Apostolic Writings — Luke 19:35-44
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tell Yosef that he didnn’t know 
him. Hence, Yosef would know 
that the brothers deceived him.

Love in Heart

When the brothers re-
turned home, Yaakov 
rebuked them for 

revealing that the only surviving 
child of Rachel was at home. He 
was reluctant to allow them to 
bring Benyamin to Egypt citing 
his fears for his son’s safety. But 
the brothers convinced Yaakov 
that there was no other option and 
finally he sent them off with this 
blessings: “May G-d Almighty 
grant you mercy before the man, 
and may he send back your other 
brother and Benyamin. And as 
for me, if I am bereaved of my 
children, I am bereaved.” (Gen-
esis 43:14). Rabbi Mordechai 
Kamenetzky says that the ex-
pression, “may Almighty G-d 
give to you mercy in front of the 
man” seems strange.  Why did 
Yaakov pray the Almighty give 
the brother’s mercy? Shouldn’t 
Yaakov have prayed that Hashem 
give Yosef the attribute of mercy, 
saying, “may G-d let the man 
have mercy upon you.”?  
Rabbi Avraham Chaim of Zla-
tchov explains: Yaakov explained 
to his children that for the Viceroy 
to have mercy upon them, they 
must approach him with mercy 
as well.  Thus, he says, “may Al-
mighty G-d give to you mercy in 
front of the man.”  Sometimes 
it is we who must fill our hearts 

with love to get that same love 
and mercy back in return.

Victory over Jealousy

The Torah affirms: “And 
portions were taken 
from before him to 

them; but Benyamin’s portion 
was greater than the portions of 
all of them, five times as much. 
And they drank and were mer-
ry with him.” (Genesis 43:34). 
Yosef recognized his brothers, 
therefore, he had good reason 
to drink and be happy. How-
ever, since the brothers did not 
know who he was, why did they 
indulge in drinking? The major 
problem between the brothers 
and Yosef stemmed from their 
jealousy. Due to their jealousy 
of his aspirations to rise above 
them, they went as far as sell-
ing him as a slave. When the 
brothers were invited to a meal 
in Yosef ’s house, Yosef put 
them to a test to see if they had 
overcome their negative trait. 
He gave Benyamin five times 
as many presents as he gave 
them, and waited to see how 
they would react. The brothers 
had already learned their lesson 
and showed no signs of jeal-
ousy whatsoever. When a per-
son tries to improve his ways, 
and overcomes his failings, he 
is very happy. Proud of their 
victory over jealousy, they per-
mitted themselves to indulge 
in drinking and eating to cele-
brate their improved character.

“And he lifted up his eyes and 
saw his brother Benyamin, 

his mother’s son, and said, ‘Is 
this your youngest brother, of 
whom you spoke to me? G-d 
be gracious to you, my son!’” 

(Genesis 43:29)



Inspirational 
Corner

v Yosef selected 
Simeon to be bound, 
because he was the 
instigator and prin-
cipal actor in the 
cruelty of his breth-
ren toward him. He 
then directed that 
his brethren should 
be liberally supplied 
with provision, and 
that every man’s 
money should be 
placed in his sack. 
They pursued their 
homeward journey in 
sadness.  (PP 143)

Inspirational 
Corner

v As his sons 
were about to 
leave him to go 
on their doubt-
ful journey, 
their aged fa-
ther arose, and, 
while stand-
ing in their 
midst, raised 
his hands to 
heaven, and 
entreated the 
L-rd to go with 
them, and pro-
nounced upon 
them a gracious 
benediction. 
(PP 145)  

Candles of 
Chanukah

In the Gemara (Shabbat 
21b), Beit Hillel is of the 
opinion that on the first 

night of Chanukah one can-
dle is lit, and each following 
night an additional candle. 
Beit Shammai is of the opin-
ion that on the first night eight 
candles are lit, decreasing by 
one each succeeding night. 
The tradition has accepted the 
opinion of Beth Hillel.

Yehudit and 
Chanukah 

A woman named Yehu-
dit played an impor-
tant part in the story 

of Chanukah.
Yehudit was an exceptionally 

beautiful woman.  She asked 
to be introduced to the 
Syrian General Helifornos, 
who was impressed with her 
beauty and wisdom.  At their 
meeting, she offered him salty 
aged cheese and strong wine 
which she brought with her. 
The cheese made him thirsty 
so he drank much wine which 
put him into a deep sleep.

With a silent prayer on her 
lips asking G-d for strength, 
she beheaded him with his 
own sword, placed his head in 
a basket, and returned with it 
to Jerusalem. The Macabees 
placed Helifornos’ head high 
up on a pole for everyone to 
see. 

When his soldiers saw 
that their general was dead, 
they became frightened and 
ran away.  Thus, Yehudit 

contributed greatly to the 
victories of the Macabees. To 
commemorate the heroism 
of Yehudit, many women 
refrain from working while 
the Chanukah candles remain 
lit.  Some have a custom to 
eat cheese on Chanukah in 
remembrance of Yehudit’s 
brave act which came about 
as a result of serving cheese to 
Helifornos.

Dietary Laws in 
Restaurants

A visitor once entered 
a presumably kosher 
restaurant. Unim-

pressed with the religiosity 
of the personnel, he began 
to inquire about the kashrut 
standards. The proprietor 
confidently pointed to a pic-
ture on the wall of a Jew with 
a long beard and peiyot. He 
said to the visitor: “You see 
that man up there? He was 
my father!” The visitor replied: 
“If you were hanging on the 
wall, and your father was be-
hind the counter, I would not 
ask any questions. But since 
your father is hanging on the 
wall, and you are behind the 
counter, I have good reason to 
question the kashrut.”

There are many whose only 
attachment to the faith of 
their parents is through nos-
talgia. They remember their 
mother’s lighting candles, 
they recall the parents’ Shab-
bat table. They proudly tell 
their children about it, but 
unfortunately, they do not 
emulate or practice this way 
of life themselves.

Living among the Egyp-

tians, Yosef was in danger of 
becoming totally assimilated 
in the society of the upper 
class. Fortunately, he re-
mained tenacious in his Torah 
observance. Thus, it was un-
necessary for him to tell his 
children about his parents’ 
observance. He conducted his 
home life in exactly the same 
way as his father had done 
and was able to “forget” his 
father’s house and show his 
family his own home as a liv-
ing example.

Another Rea-
son for Chanu-

kah

In Shemoneh Esreih (Ami-
dah or 18 blessings) and 
Birkat Hamazon (prayer 

for the meal) we recite, dur-
ing Chanukah, the prayer of 
Al Hanissim. In it, there are 
a total of eight things men-
tioned which Hashem did in 
our behalf to make Chanu-
kah a reality. “You... 1) waged 
their battles, 2) defended their 
rights, 3) avenged the wrong 
done to them, 4) delivered the 
mighty into the hand of the 
weak, 5) the many into the 
hand of the few, 6) the impure 
into the hand of the pure, 7) 
the wicked into the hand of 
the righteous, 8) and wanton 
sinners into the hand of those 
who occupy themselves with 
Your Torah.” Therefore, Cha-
nukah is celebrated eight days, 
though the miracle of the oil 
was only for seven days.

 (ספר נר למאה בשם זכר אברהם)
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“After two whole years, Pharaoh dreamed that he was standing by the Nile, and 
behold, there came up out of the Nile seven cows attractive and plump, and they 
fed in the reed grass. And behold, seven other cows, ugly and thin, came up out of 
the Nile after them, and stood by the other cows on the bank of the Nile. And the 
ugly, thin cows ate up the seven attractive, plump cows. And Pharaoh awoke. And 
he fell asleep and dreamed a second time. And behold, seven ears of grain, plump 
and good, were growing on one stalk. And behold, after them sprouted seven ears, 
thin and blighted by the east wind. And the thin ears swallowed up the seven plump, 
full ears. And Pharaoh awoke, and behold, it was a dream.” (Genesis 41:1–7)

Genesis 41:1 - 44:17


