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End of Sukkot in Tauranga
( Th is last weeks were rich in events for the 
Jewish ministry, specially because it was a time 
of Jewish feasts and this time is always good 
to make connection with Jews and others who 
celebrate the feasts.

Richard Elofer was invited to celebrate the 
end of Sukkoth with a group of Messianic peo-
ple (Jews and not Jews) in Turanga, New Zea-
land. it was a wonderful time to study with this 
people the meaning of the feasts, what Yeshua 
is doing for us today in the heavenly sanctuary 
and of course the fulfi llment of Daniel 8 and 9 
by Yeshua our Messiah who died for our sins.

Simhat Torah in Wellilngton
( After Tauranga, Richard Elofer travelled to 
Wellington, New Zealand to attend a meet-
ing with the Jewish Adventist congregation of 
Wellington where many non Adventist attend 
in order to learn more about the will of God 
for his people. the day after Sukkot is a time of 
rejoicing about the Torah, it is a celebration the 
Jewish people have to mark their joy of achiev-
ing the cycle of reading the Torah. Th ey call 
this celebration Simhat Torah. Richard Elofer 
preached on this celebration reminding to the 
attendance that Yeshua is the living Word of 
God, to rejoice in the Word is to rejoice in Ye-
shua the Messiah.

Sukkot in Kiev
( Alexandra Obrevko is always faithful 
to give us news about the celebrations and 

meetings in Kiev, Ukraine. Th is year they 
had meeting for Rosh Hashana, Yom Kip-
pur and recently for Sukkot. About Sukkot 
she said that they had an attendance of about 
50 people and among them where guest or 
visitors, let’s pray the Lord for these people.

Sukkot in University de la 
Plata, in Argentina

( Mariel Rabinovitch sent us some email re-
lated to the celebration of Sukkot in the Jew-
ish Adventist congregation  of libertador Saint 
Martin with the participation of many student 
from the Adventist university of Argentina.
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Resources:
• Website: https://jewishadventist-org.gcnetadventist.org
A must website. To subscribe to our newsletter. To download some resources (Hebrew Sabbath School, 
and other documents). To order the book “Comfort, Comfort my people…” and many other things.
• Shalom Adventure Magazine online: www.ShalomAdventure.com
If you would like to read articles, watch videos, learn things about Judaism and Israel, this website is just 
for you.
• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WJAFC: If you would like to share with people, this 
forum on facebook is a good place for that.
• Photos on Google+: http://picasaweb.google.com/jewishadventist: We have posted a lot 
of pictures on Internet during the last years. Don’t hesitate to look at them.
• WebRadio: www.shema-israel-radio.com
If you would like to listen Jewish or Messianic songs. If you want to be used to ear modern Hebrew of the 
Apostolic Writings, it is the right radio to listen on the web. 
• Adventist Mission Website: https://jewish-adventistmission-org.lifehopecenters.org/ 
Th is website is the new resource provided by the Offi  ce of Adventist Mission of the General Conference 
of the Seventh-day Adventists.
• Russian Website: http://www.boruh.info/ Th is website is in Russian, many articles and the 
parasha are posted on it every week.

Professional Urban 
Development:
The WJAFC provides:

- Professional Urban 
training for Jewish 
Ministry

- Teaching for 
theological students

- Help to plant new 
congregations.

- Support for Adventist-
Jewish dialogue with 
scholars and rabbis
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We pray every 
week for the 
leaders of the 
Jewish Ministry 
or Jews 
somewhere in 
the world.
I suggest that 
our partners 
pray from 
October 18 
to 24 for 
pastor Lucas 
Iglesias & 
Breno Minzon, 
Leaders of 
the Jewish 
Adventist 
ministry In 
Campinas, 
Brazil. Brazil 
is one of the 
largest Jewish 
Adventist 
ministry in the 
world, just after 
the USA, let’s 
pray for the 
success of their 
ministries there.
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Noach and his descen-
dants are now permitted 
to slaughter and eat meat, 
unlike Adam. 

According to the Jewish 
tradition, G-d commands 
to Noach and his sons the 
Seven Universal Laws: 
The prohibition against 
Idolatry, Adultery,  Theft, 
Blasphemy,  Murder, Eat-
ing meat torn from a live 
animal, 

The obligation to set up a 
legal system. 

The world’s climate is 
established as we know 
it today. Noach plants a 
vineyard and becomes in-
toxicated from its produce. 
Ham, one of Noach’s sons, 
delights in seeing his father 
drunk and uncovered.

Shem and Yafet, how-
ever, manage to cover their 
father without looking at 
his nakedness, by walking 
backwards. 

For this incident, Canaan 
is cursed to be a slave. 

The Torah lists the 
offspring of Noach’s three 
sons from whom the sev-
enty nations of the world 
are descended. 

The Torah records the 
incident of the Tower of 
Bavel, which results in G-d 
fragmenting communica-
tion into many languages 
and the dispersal of the na-
tions throughout the world. 

The Parasha concludes 
with the genealogy of No-
ach to Avram.

First Words

The first words of our 
parasha are “Eleh 
toldot Noach…” 

which is translated as “These 
are the generations of No-
ach” (Gen.6:9). We start in 
this text a new development 
in the story of creation. It 
is about a “second Adam” a 
second man who will start a 
new humanity, that is why 
it starts in the same man-
ner of the story of the first 
Adam starting saying “Eleh 
toldot…” (These are the 
generations… (Gen 2:4).

However the text here 
saying “These are the gen-
erations of Noach” was 
supposed to give us the 
children or descendents of 
Noach, but in fact the does 
text does not.

It is said: “These are the 
generations of Noach: No-
ach was a just man and 
perfect in his generations, 
and Noach walked with 
G-d.” (Gen 6:9). What are 
the toldot or generations 
of Noach? He was a righ-
teous man and perfect in 
his generations, and Noach 
walked with G-d. That is 
why Rabbi Hirsch trans-
lates this verse as “These 
are the products of Noach, 

you and your sons and your 
wife and your sons’ wives 
with you.” (Gen 6:18). The 
Hebrew word for the “Cov-
enant” is Brith which ac-
cording to Rabbi Hirsch is 
from the root Barat, which 
denotes the idea of separa-
tion. That is why he affirms 
that a brith is an uncondi-
tional promise; it is to be 
kept, regardless of — even 
in opposition to — external 
circumstances. A promise 
make in a brith is an ab-
solute promise: it is cut off 
from, free of, any cause-
and-effect connection; it is 
unconditional. Hence, the 
establishment of a brith is 
expressing the idea of sepa-
rating, cutting off, and set-
ting apart.

Rabbi Hirsch adds that 
“Covenant” is not an ad-
equate term for brith be-
cause a covenant implies a 
mutual agreement, whereas 
a brith can be unilateral. 
Thus G-d’s brith with No-
ach, and thus beriti shalom 
with Pinchas (Num 25:12) 
are created unilaterally by 
G-d.

It is the same word brith, 
which describes the cov-
enant between Israel and 
G-d. G-d make an uncon-
ditional covenant with his 

people. 

Embarrassing others

The Torah states: 
“One who spills the 
blood of a person 

shall have his own blood 
spilled by man, for in the 
image of the Almighty He 
has made man.” (Genesis 
9:6). This verse is also cited 
as a source that we must not 
embarrass another human 
being. What is the con-
nection between murder 
and embarrassment? Rabbi 
Moshe Alshich explains 
that when a person is em-
barrassed his blood flow 
changes — his face reddens. 
The Torah tells us in this 
verse that every person is 
created in the image of the 
Almighty. Therefore, every 
person must be shown great 
respect. An attack upon a 
human being - whether it 
be upon a person’s body or 
upon his sense of self - con-
tains an aspect of an attack 
on the Almighty.

When one is embar-
rassed he is in great pain. 
The suffering can be even 
greater than from a physi-
cal wound. The harm, how-
ever, is much more than the 
present pain - the person 

suffers a loss of self-esteem. 
Humiliating someone can 
cause a person to fail to re-
alize his true greatness. The 
ramifications of this are 
awesome. Make every effort  
possible to avoid embarrass-
ing someone! 

The Rainbow                         

The Torah affirms: 
“And G-d said, 
“This is the sign of 

the covenant that I make 
between me and you and 
every living creature that is 
with you, for all future gen-
erations: I have set my bow 
in the cloud, and it shall be 
a sign of the covenant be-
tween me and the earth. 
(Genesis 9:12–13). Do you 
know that there is nothing 
miraculous about a rain-
bow? Its colorful beauty de-
rives from a simple natural 
phenomenon called refrac-
tion. Little droplets of water 
suspended in the air near a 
waterfall or after a rainfall 
capture and bend rays of 
sunlight in varying degrees. 
The result is a colorful prism 
effect. That means that G-d 
uses also natural phenome-
non to teach his people. It is 
also important for us today 
to discover what G-d wants 

Parasha for  
this Week

Noach 
AjOn

Genesis  6:9 - 11:32

“Make yourself  
an ark of gopher wood.  
Make rooms in the ark,  

and cover it inside  
and out with pitch.”  

(Genesis 6:14)
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Parasha Overview:
Noach

It is ten generations 
since the creation of 
the first human. 

Adam’s descendants 
have corrupted the world 
with immorality, idolatry 
and robbery, and G-d 
resolves to bring a flood 
which will destroy all the 
earth’s inhabitants except 
for the righteous Noach, 
his family and sufficient 
animals to re-populate 
the earth. 

G-d instructs Noach to 
build an ark. After forty 
days and nights, the flood 
covers even the tops of the 
highest mountains. 

After 150 days the 
water starts to recede. On 
the 17th day of the 7th 
month, the ark comes to 
rest on Mount Ararat. 

Noach sends out a raven 
and then a dove to as-
certain if the waters have 
abated. The dove returns. 
A week later Noach again 
sends the dove, which 
returns the same evening 
with an olive leaf in its 
beak.

After another seven 
days Noach sends the 
dove once more; the dove 
does not return. 

G-d tells Noach and his 
family to leave the ark. 

Noach brings offerings 
to G-d from the animals 
which were carried in the 
ark for this purpose. 

G-d vows never again 
to flood the entire world 
and designates the 
rainbow as a sign of this 
covenant. 

Noach, a righteous man, was 
morally pure in his times: 
Noach walked with G-d.” 
Rabbi Hirsch translates the 
word Toldot as the “products.” 
What are these products “a 
righteous man, was morally 
pure in his times.” The Jewish 
tradition affirms “the primary 
‘product’ of a person, the first 
yield of his labors, is his own 
character”. This applies espe-
cially to Noach and to his era; 
for in his generation, supreme 
courage was required to save 
oneself from the general de-
generacy and to preserve the 
purity of one’s heart. In such 
a generation surely “the first 
and foremost products of a 
righteous is his purity and 
deeds.”

Importance of 
Family 

Rabbi Nachum of 
Horodna explains 
that Noach was born 

into a pious family. His 
grandfather was the righ-
teous Methushelach, who 
lived to the age of 969 and 
for whom the flood was de-
layed until the end of the 
week of mourning after his 
death (Midrash Rabba 32:7). 
As such, Noach was happy to 
follow in the righteous ways 

of his family.
The Torah states, “Noach 

had three sons: Shem, Ham 
and Japheth.” (Gen 6:10), 
and in the previous chapter 
we learn “After Noach was 
500 years old, he became the 
father of Shem, Ham and 
Japheth.” (Gen 5:32). All an-
cestors and contemporaries 
had started their families at a 
much earlier age, that is why 
Rabbi Hirsch says that “It 
seems highly probable that 
Noach had formerly been 
afraid to marry and to start a 
family; he did not believe that 
he would be able to establish 
a pure home and raise chil-
dren who were tsadikim (righ-
teous) and tamimim (pure) in 
an age of  Hamas (corrup-
tion and violence). Only after 
twenty years had passed since 
the end of all things had been 
decreed; after he had trained 
himself, over a period of 500 
years, to walk with G-d, 
without a wife and family of 
his own—only then did he 
dare to become the father of 
children. 

Noach’s Covenant

The Torah states: “But 
I will establish my 
covenant with you, 

and you will enter the ark — 



Haftara Overview
Isaiah 54:1-55:5

This text of Isaiah 
is a beautiful text 
full of promises 

for Israel. G-d starts to 
describe the situation of 
Israel which is “a barren 
woman” a woman deso-
lated, divorced but with 
a future.  She will have 
many children.

“‘Sing, O barren 
woman, you who never 
bore a child; burst into 
song, shout for joy, you 
who were never in labor; 
because more are the 
children of the desolate 
woman than of her who 
has a husband,’ says the 
L-rd” (Isaiah 54:1). 

Israel must, as a 
spiritual nation extend 
her tents, she has to be a 
light for the nations and 
dispossessed the G-ds 
of the nations in order 
to help all the nations 
to worship the G-d of 
Israel “Enlarge the place 
of your tent, stretch your 
tent curtains wide, do 
not hold back; lengthen 
your cords, strengthen 
your stakes. For you will 
spread out to the right 
and to the left; your de-
scendants will dispossess 
nations and settle in their 
desolate cities.”  (Isaiah 
54:2-3)

Even though G-d was 
angry, upset against Is-
rael, he will get her back 
and will be her husband 
and her G-d for ever, 
“Do not be afraid; you 
will not suffer shame … 

For your Maker is your 
husband — the L-rd Al-
mighty is his name — the 
Holy One of Israel is your 
Redeemer; … The L-rd 
will call you back as if 
you were a wife deserted 
and distressed in spirit…
For a brief moment I 
abandoned you, but with 
deep compassion I will 
bring you back.” (Isaiah 
54:4-7)

To be sure that G-d will 
not revoke his covenant 
with Israel, he is remind-
ing to Israel the covenant 
with Noach. “To me 
this is like the days of 
Noach, when I swore 
that the waters of Noach 
would never again cover 
the earth. So now I have 
sworn not to be angry 
with you, never to rebuke 
you again.” (Isaiah 54:9).

As the covenant with 
Noach is still valid, the 
covenant with Israel is 
still valid and be until 
the end. “‘Though the 
mountains be shaken and 
the hills be removed, yet 
my unfailing love for you 
will not be shaken nor 
my covenant of peace be 
removed,’ says the L-rd, 
who has compassion on 
you.” (Isaiah 54:10).

to teach us through appar-
ent phenomenon.

Do you know that accord-
ing to the Jewish tradition, 
specifically the Shulchan 
Aruch rules (Orach Chaim 
229:1) that one who sees a 
rainbow recites a blessing 
praising G-d for remem-
bering His covenant (Gen-
esis 9:12-13) to never again 
destroy the earth.

Peace & Love

The Torah states, 
“The whole earth 
was of one language 

and of one speech. They 
said to each other... Let us 
build a city, and a tower 
(The Tower of Babel), with 
its top in heaven...”  (Gen. 
11:1).  In this story and ac-
cording to the Jewish tra-
dition the people wanted 
to wage war against G-d, 
yet their punishment was 
only that G-d “confound-
ed their language” so that 
they didn’t understand each 
other, then “G-d scattered 
them all over the face of the 
earth...”

Why was the punishment 
in the time of Noach so se-
vere while the punishment 
for the sin of the Tower of 
Babel, which was against 
G-d, not so severe?

Continuing reading our 
Besorath of Mark in 
parallel with the para-

sha for the week we discover 
that the portion for this week 
in Mark 10 is about a man who 
would like to have eternal life. It 
was the concern of Noach and 
his family, they were alone fol-
lowing the will of G-d in order 
to get eternal life, and it was also 
the concerned of the generation 
of Babel Tower at the end of our 
parasha. In fact if the people 
who built the tower did it, it 
was because they wanted to go 
to heaven, they wanted to join 
G-d, they wanted to see G-d, 
and in their simple understand-
ing if G-d is in heaven, then we 
just have a build a tower which 
will reach the sky or heaven and 
then we will be equal to G-d 
and we will have eternal life.

In the Besorat a man came to 
Yeshua and ask him this ques-
tion everyone would like to have 
the answer: “Good Teacher, 
what must I do to inherit eter-
nal life?” (Mark 10:17). in the 
parallel text of Luke, it is writ-
ten that this man was “a ruler” 
(Luke 18:18), a ruler is someone 
who knows the “rules” thus he 
knows the laws, he is a doctor 
of the law, today we would say 
“a lawyer” but a lawyer of that 
time, was not graduated from a 
profane university, a “ruler” or 
“Lawyer” was graduated from a 
Yeshiva, where he learned about 
the Torah, the rules of the L-rd, 
the commandments of G-d. 
Thus if there was someone in 
the world who would know the 
“rules” and how to get eternal 
life, it should be this man. In 
fact I am sure that many people 
of his time came to him asking 
him advice about a good appli-
cation of the rules and laws in 
their life. However, this man 

was not satisfied, the teaching 
of his “Masters/Rabbis” were 
not enough for him, he felt that 
there was something else that he 
did not know, or did not under-
stand. Looking at the behavior 
and teaching of Yeshua he un-
derstood that this man would 
have the answer to his existen-
tial question. But he had from 
the very beginning a wrong 
understand of human beings, 
and Yeshua understood that, he 
called him “Good master” we 
know that Yeshua was “good” I 
would say “The Good” but Ye-
shua wanted to correct his un-
derstanding of human nature: 
“Why do you call me good? No 
one is good except G-d alone.” 
(Mark 10:18), some would say 
that is very pessimist view of 
humanity, but let’s remember 
that this text was read in paral-
lel with the story of Noach, and 
the text of Genesis says: “The 
L-rd saw that the wickedness 
of man was great in the earth, 
and that every intention of the 
thoughts of his heart was only 
evil continually.” (Genesis 6:5), 
no one was good, everyone was 
a wicked, every intention, every 
thought of every heart were only 
oriented towards evil and bad 
things. The story of the flood 
and Noach is a demonstration 
of the evil heart of human be-
ings, thus Yeshua corrected this 
man, nobody is “good.”

Then Yeshua answer this man 
with his own references, this 
man was a “ruler” a “lawyer”, 
that means he knows enough, 
Yeshua said: “You know the 
commandments: ‘Do not mur-
der, Do not commit adultery, 
Do not steal, Do not bear false 
witness, Do not defraud, Honor 
your father and mother.’” (Mark 
10:19), it is interesting that Ye-
shua answered with general 

commandments not too spe-
cific, commandments that ev-
eryone could accept as univer-
sal, the Jewish people would say 
that Yeshua answered with No-
achic Commandments, Univer-
sal commandments which are 
valid for all humanity and all 
the descendants of Noach, not 
only Jews. 

Of course this man knew 
these basic laws “Teacher, all 
these I have kept from my 
youth.” (Mark 10:20), Ye-
shua is now just a teacher, not 
a “good” teacher anymore, he 
understand the lesson, then 
Yeshua loved him “Jesus, look-
ing at him, loved him,” (Mark 
10:21).  It is interesting to check 
in the 4 Besorah (gospel) who 
was loved by Yeshua. We have 
the word “love” about 66 times 
in the text, but the people Ye-
shua loved particularly were: 
This ruler (Mark 10:21), Mar-
tha, Marie and Lazarus (John 
11:5), his disciples (John 13:1; 
34; 15:9; 12), the disciple John 
(John 13:23; 19:26; 20:2; 21:7; 
21:20), those who believe in 
him (John 14:21). We are part 
of those who are loved by Yesh-
ua, because we are among those 
who have accepted Yeshua and 
believed that he is the Messiah. 
Then the last advice of Yeshua 
was to follow the example of 
Noach: “sell all that you have 
and give to the poor, and you 
will have treasure in heaven; 
and come, follow me.” (Mark 
10:21). Noach was certainly rich 
in his time, if not he could not 
pay the expenses of this big ark 
or boat. However he was ready 
to give up everything and follow 
the order of G-d in order to get 
eternal life with his family. Are 
we ready to do so?

“And of every living thing of all flesh, you 
shall bring two of every sort into the ark to 

keep them alive with you. They shall be male 
and female. Of the birds according to their 
kinds, and of the animals according to their 
kinds, of every creeping thing of the ground, 
according to its kind, two of every sort shall 
come in to you to keep them alive. Also take 
with you every sort of food that is eaten, and 
store it up. It shall serve as food for you and 

for them.” (Genesis 6:19–22)

Apostolic Writings — Mark 10:17-27

4 5

Our sages explain the dif-
ference as follows: The gener-
ation of the Great Flood were 
robbers and there was strife 
among them, therefore they 
were completely destroyed.  
During the time of the Tow-
er of Babel the people were 
united.  Even though they re-
belled against G-d, they were 
saved because of their love for 
each other.   

“From this we learn,” say our 
sages, “how hated is strife and 
how great is peace and love.”

War & Confusion

Even though there was 
peace on earth, the 
Babel tower was the 

result of a war against heaven. 
Rashi tells us that the people 
of the earth had united around 
the following idea: “G-d has 
no right to take the heavens for 
Himself; let us go up to heav-
en and wage war with Him.” 
(Breishis raba, 38,6.)

This very strange idea is 
presented as the underlying 
theme of the Generation of 
the Dispersal. The conse-
quence of this war with G-d 
was the splitting of mankind 
into seventy different lan-
guages and cultures: “And 
G-d dispersed them from 
there over the face of the 
whole earth; and they stopped 

building the city. That is why 
it was called Babel, because it 
was there that G-d confused 
the language of the whole 
earth, and from there G-d 
scattered them over the face 
of the whole earth. (Genesis 
11:8-9).

Evil Empires

The great deluge that 
destroyed all of civi-
lization except for the 

survivors in Noach’s ark was 
intended to serve as a lesson 
for all time that evil empires 
will inevitably perish.

“Never give up hope that 
evil will be punished,” advised 
the Sage Netai the Arbal-
ite (Pirkei Avot 11:7). His 
counsel is reinforced by the 
observation made elsewhere 
(Avot 5:2) that there were ten 
generations of sinners from 
Adam to Noach but the long 
suffering attribute of G-d 
postponed the great deluge to 
wipe out a corrupt world for 
15 or 16 centuries.

Throughout history evil 
empires have risen and fallen, 
there are evil empires today 
that threaten not only Israel 
but also the entire world. This 
week’s Torah portion reminds 
us that they too will disap-
pear.



STORIES AND TRADITIONS

Inspirational 
Corner

v      �e o�ering 
of Noah came 
up before God 
like a sweet sa-
vor. He accepted 
the o�ering, and 
blessed Noah and 
his family. Here 
a lesson is taught 
all who should 
live upon the 
earth, that for ev-
ery manifestation 
of God’s mercy 
and love toward 
them, the �rst 
act of all others 
should be to ren-
der to him grate-
ful thanks and 
humble worship.  
(3SG 73)

Inspirational 
Corner

v  Noah did 
not hesitate to 
obey God. He 
urged no excuse, 
that the labor of 
building that ark 
was great and 
expensive. He 
believed God, 
and invested in 
the ark all that 
he possessed, 
while the wicked 
world scoffed and 
made themselves 
merry at the de-
luded old man.  
{ST, February 27, 
1879 par. 15}       

Instincts

Maimonides had a 
dispute with a phi-
losopher whether 

instinct or training is the 
decisive factor in animal be-
havior. To prove the efficacy 
of training, the philosopher 
taught cats to stand erect, bal-
ance trays and serve as wait-
ers. He dressed them for the 
part and conducted a banquet 
with the cats as the waiters. 
Maimonides countered his 
proof by releasing some mice 
at the banquet. The cats, for-
getting all their training, let 
the trays and dishes crash to 
the ground as they rushed 
about on all fours in pursuit of 
the mice.

Human beings also have 
their basic instincts and de-
sires that, without training, 
drag them onto all fours. A 
human being is distinct from 
the animals, however, by vir-
tue of his ability to perfect 
his middot (traits of charac-
ter) so that they control his 
baser instincts. One who has 
not worked on perfecting his 
middot will, like the trained 
cat, be able to put on a show 
of Torah discipline for a time, 
but only so long as no “mice” 
are released in his path.

Do you Love 
Studying the 

Torah?

A Rabbi was seeking 
someone to instruct 
his young son in the 

wisdom of Torah. He finally 
found a young man who had 
a good reputation as a teacher. 

After interviewing him, the 
Rabbi was satisfied with his 
abilities. “But before I hire 
you,” the Rabbi said, “I have 
to ask you one final question: 
Do you yourself enjoy study-
ing Torah?”

“What diff erence does it 
make?” asked the young man. 
“As long as I sincerely want your 
son to study and will make ev-
ery eff ort to teach him, I should 
be qualifi ed for the job!”

“You are mistaken!” the Rab-
bi replied.   “A teacher transmits 
whatever he enjoys. If you enjoy 
studying Torah, then you will 
transmit this feeling and my 
son, too, will enjoy studying.  
However, if your goal is only 
that my son should learn and 
grow up to be a scholar, then all 
he will learn from you is that he, 
too, will enjoy when someone 
else studies!”

Can you change 
the World?

The story is told about 
a great Jewish holy 
man who once stated: 

“When I was young and fresh 
out of my yeshiva training and 
undertaking my first rabbinic 
post I was convinced that I 
could influence all of human-
kind for the good. However, 
as I grew older I realized that 
this was beyond my abilities, 
so I concentrated my efforts 
on changing my community 
for the better. 

As I grew still older, I real-
ized that this was also beyond 
my capabilities so I decided 
to concentrate my eff orts on 
my synagogue members solely 
and elevate them spiritually 

to proper heights. Th is I also 
discovered was not within my 
capabilities so I now concen-
trated on changing my family 
members for the better. 

When it became appar-
ent to me that this was also 
a somewhat futile eff ort, I fi -
nally realized that my eff orts 
should be directed solely to-
wards my own personal self-
improvement.” Th ough this 
is obviously an overly pessi-
mistic view of Jewish spiritual 
leadership and its ability to 
change and infl uence people, 
it certainly gives us an insight 
into Noach, his greatness and 
eventual tragedy.

A Complete 
Prayer

The Kotzker Rebbe’s 
sister was once sick 
and nothing helped 

her. She went to her brother, 
the Rebbe, and asked that he 
recites a prayer for her. He 
looked at her and said, “There 
is nothing I can do for you” 
and then slammed the door 
in her face. His sister then 
started crying, “Master of 
the Universe, my own broth-
er won’t help me. You must 
help me!” The Kotzker Rebbe 
then opened the door and 
said, “This is what I wanted 
to hear. It is not the Kotzker 
Rebbe who can help you or 
the doctors who can help you, 
it is only the Almighty that 
can help you. I just wanted to 
bring you to that realization. 
Once you have come to that 
realization, then you will be 
fine.” This is the definition of 
a “complete prayer”.

“Then the L-rd said to Noach, “Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I have seen 
that you are righteous before me in this generation. Take with you seven pairs of all clean 
animals, the male and his mate, and a pair of the animals that are not clean, the male and his 
mate, and seven pairs of the birds of the heavens also, male and female, to keep their off-
spring alive on the face of all the earth. For in seven days I will send rain on the earth forty 
days and forty nights, and every living thing that I have made I will blot out from the face of 
the ground.” And Noach did all that the L-rd had commanded him.” (Genesis 7:1–5)
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