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Resources:
• Website: www.jewishadventist.org 
A must website. To subscribe to our newsletter. To download some resources (Hebrew Sabbath School, 
and other documents). To order the book “Comfort, Comfort my people…” and many other things.
• Shalom Adventure Magazine online: www.ShalomAdventure.com 
If you would like to read articles, watch videos, learn things about Judaism and Israel, this website is just 
for you.
• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WJAFC: If you would like to share with people, this 
forum on facebook is a good place for that.
• Photos on Google+: https://get.google.com/albumarchive/1131446298409925652
91?source=pwa We have posted a lot of pictures on Internet during the last years. Don’t hesitate to 
look at them.
• Adventist Mission Website: http://wjafc.globalmissioncenters.org/ This website is the 
new resource provided by the Office of Adventist Mission of the General Conference of the Seventh-day 
Adventists.
• Russian Website: http://www.boruh.info/ This website is in Russian, many articles and the 
parasha are posted on it every week.

Professional Urban 
Development:
The WJAFC provides:

- Professional Urban 
training for Jewish 
Ministry

- Teaching for 
theological students

- Help to plant new 
congregations.

- Support for Adventist-
Jewish dialogue with 
scholars and rabbis
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We pray every 
week for a topic 
related to the 
Jewish people. 
Because of 
Sukkoth, I sug-
gest our part-
ners to pray 
from October 
30 through 
November 5 for 
Pastor Thiago 
Fiúza, and 
Carlos Muniz 
(elder), Leaders 
of the Jewish 
Adventist min-
istry In Rio de 
Janeiro, Brazil. 
Let’s pray for 
these two lead-
ers who are 
in charge of 
this ministry in 
Brazil.
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Jael Wells Cuellar Carlos Muniz

NEWS
15th Anniversary in Kiev

Alexandra Obrevko sent us this wonderful 
news that the Jewish Adventist congregation 
in Kiev celebrated their 15th anniversary on 
October 16. Alexandra wrote: On October, 
16, our congregation celebrated its 15th an-
niversary. 

We had the joy to have Alexander Bolot-
nikov with us, remembering that this con-
gregation was created in 2001, after a series 
of meetings held by Alexander. For the first 
time, more than 200 people attended our 
meetings and especially this celebration. We 
were happy also for the attendance of  the 
Seventh-day Adventist Ukrainian Union 
Conference president and the Kiev Confer-
ence secretary. We had two celebrations on 
October 16, Our anniversary and the cel-
ebration of the first day of Sukkoth (feast 
of the Tabernacles). Our congregation has 
prepared contextualized gifts for all visi-

tors (kippot with our logo, Jewish calendars, 
booklets and business cards of Beit Shalom. 
Women were offered a set for Shabbath 
(candles and matches). All the people were 
so much happy for this very special meeting, 
full of joy, happiness, interesting memories, 
beautiful singing and praise to the Lord for 
his blessings.



to flood the entire world 
and designates the rainbow 
as a sign of this covenant. 

Noach and his descen-
dants are now permitted 
to slaughter and eat meat, 
unlike Adam. 

According to the Jewish 
tradition, G-d commands 
to Noach and his sons the 
Seven Universal Laws: 
The prohibition against 
Idolatry, Adultery,  Theft, 
Blasphemy,  Murder, Eat-
ing meat torn from a live 
animal, 

The obligation to set up a 
legal system. 

The world’s climate is 
established as we know 
it today. Noach plants a 
vineyard and becomes in-
toxicated from its produce. 
Ham, one of Noach’s sons, 
delights in seeing his father 
drunk and uncovered.

Shem and Yafet, how-
ever, manage to cover their 
father without looking at 
his nakedness, by walking 
backwards. 

For this incident, Canaan 
is cursed to be a slave. 

The Torah lists the 
offspring of Noach’s three 
sons from whom the sev-
enty nations of the world 
are descended. 

The Torah records the 
incident of the Tower of 
Bavel, which results in G-d 
fragmenting communica-
tion into many languages 
and the dispersal of the na-
tions throughout the world. 

The Parasha concludes 
with the genealogy of No-
ach to Avram.

Noach a Man   
of Comfort 

The parasha for this 
week states: “These 
are the generations of 

Noah. Noah was a righteous 
man, blameless in his genera-
tion. Noah walked with God.
And Noah had three sons, 
Shem, Ham, and Japheth.” 
(Genesis 6:9–10). The Charac-
ter of Noach is central in this 
parasha, his name means “rest.” 
However, it is also connected 
to Nachem which means “to 
comfort.” The Jewish tradition 
teaches that he was a comfort 
to himself and a comfort to the 
world, a comfort to his fathers 
and a comfort to his children, a 
comfort to celestial beings and 
to mortals. (Midrash Rabbah 
Genesis 30:5). Even though 
after 120 years of preaching 
nobody followed him saving 
only his own family, he was a 
comfort for everyone on earth.

Righteous in His Time

The Torah affirms: 
“Noah was a righteous 
man, blameless in his 

generation.” (Genesis 6:9). 
Noach was a righteous man 
who had preserved his moral 
integrity because he let him-
self be guided by G-d. How-

Parasha for  
this Week

Noach
AjOn

Genesis 6:9-11:32
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Parasha Overview
Noach

It is ten generations 
since the creation of 
the first human. 

Adam’s descendants 
have corrupted the world 
with immorality, idolatry 
and robbery, and G-d 
resolves to bring a flood 
which will destroy all the 
earth’s inhabitants except 
for the righteous Noach, 
his family and sufficient 
animals to re-populate 
the earth. 

G-d instructs Noach to 
build an ark. After forty 
days and nights, the flood 
covers even the tops of the 
highest mountains. 

After 150 days the 
water starts to recede. On 
the 17th day of the 7th 
month, the ark comes to 
rest on Mount Ararat. 

Noach sends out a raven 
and then a dove to as-
certain if the waters have 
abated. The dove returns. 
A week later Noach again 
sends the dove, which 
returns the same evening 
with an olive leaf in its 
beak.

After another seven 
days Noach sends the 
dove once more; the dove 
does not return. 

G-d tells Noach and his 
family to leave the ark. 

Noach brings offerings 
to G-d from the animals 
which were carried in the 
ark for this purpose. 

G-d vows never again 

ever, Rabbi Judah commenting 
the sentence, “In his generation” 
said: He was a righteous man 
Only in his generations, this by 
comparison to the people of his 
time. Had he lived in Moses or 
Samuel’s time, he would not 
have been called righteous. Here 
is an illustration: in the street of 
the totally blind, the one-eyed 
man is called clear-sighted, and 
the infant is called a scholar. 
Similarly, in his generations he 
was a righteous man.” 

Noach in Proverbs

According to the Jewish 
tradition since No-
ach was a righteous 

and the “earth,” was morally 
corrupted and social life was 
poisoned and full of injustice, 
several maxims of the proverbs 
describe the situation of Noach 
and the pre-diluvian society: 

“When the tempest passes, 
the wicked is no more, but the 
righteous is established forever.” 
(Proverbs 10:25), “the wicked” 
refers to the generation of the 
Flood; but the righteous refers 
to Noach.

“The wicked are overthrown 
and are no more, but the house 
of the righteous will stand.” 
(Proverbs 12:7), “The wicked” 
refers to the generation of the 

Flood; but “the house of the 
righteous” refers to Noach.

“The house of the wicked 
will be destroyed,  but the tent 
of the upright will flourish.” 
(Proverbs 14:11), “the house of 
the wicked” refers to the gener-
ation of the Flood, but “the tent 
of the upright” refers to Noach.

The people who were living 
in the antediluvian period and 
called “the wicked” had drifted 
towards its inevitable doom and 
endangered the entire creation 
of G-d thus its destruction was 
the sole hope for Gd’s creation.

The G-d of the Flood

In this parasha Noach, which 
describe the terrible flood 
(Mabul) and the destruction 

of the antediluvian generation, 
we find alternately the main two 
names of G-d: Elohim, trans-
lated by “God” and the holy 
tetragrammaton (Greek word 
meaning “four letters”) YHWH, 
which is translated in English as 
“LORD.” While Elohim is used 
in the Bible to describe the great 
G-d of the universe, the great 
Creator (Genesis 1:1-2:3), the 
judge G-d who does not hesi-
tate to achieve His judgement 
upon a wicked generation, the 
tetragrammaton YHWH is much 
more referring to the God who 

love humanity and make cove-
nant with her (Genesis 2:4-24). 
It is the closest G-d, the one 
who want to remember that 
human beings are precious to 
Him. 

The word Elohim is used 18 
times in this parasha as the G-d 
who judges, who describes the 
situation of the antediluvian so-
ciety and decides to finish with 
it because it reaches a point of 
no return. The description of 
the situation and the judgement 
are on  “Now the earth was cor-
rupt in God’s sight (Elohim), 
and the earth was filled with 
violence. And God (Elohim) 
saw the earth, and behold, it 
was corrupt, for all flesh had 
corrupted their way on the 
earth. And God (Elohim) said 
to Noah, “I have determined 
to make an end of all flesh, for 
the earth is filled with violence 
through them. Behold, I will 
destroy them with the earth.” 
(Genesis 6:11–13).

The word YHWH is used 
14 times in this parasha but 
not in the chapter 6 where is 
the description of G-d judge-
ment. And this word is used 
in the parasha to make cov-
enant with humanity, to bless 
human beings or animals, the 
most significate verses are cer-
tainly: “Then Noah built an al-

tar to the Lord (YHWH) and 
took some of every clean ani-
mal and some of every clean 
bird and offered burnt offer-
ings on the altar. And when 
the Lord (YHWH) smelled 
the pleasing aroma, the Lord 
(YHWH) said in his heart, 
“I will never again curse the 
ground because of man, for 
the intention of man’s heart 
is evil from his youth. Neither 
will I ever again strike down 
every living creature as I have 
done.” (Genesis 8:20–21).

 
Noach’s Commitment

When Noach left the 
ark and stepped 
on the regenerat-

ed ground, his first action was 
to build an altar for G-d and 
to bring sacrifices of the clean 
animals. “Then Noah built 
an altar to the Lord and took 
some of every clean animal 
and some of every clean bird 
and offered burnt offerings on 
the altar.” (Genesis 8:20)

To build an altar for G-d 
means to raise earthly mat-
ter towards G-d. Noach vows 
that this earth shall be G-d’s 
earth to him and to his de-
scendants who will join stone 
to stone until this earth rises 
as G-d’s mountain.

“And God said, “This is the sign of the 
covenant that I make between me and 

you and every living creature that is with 
you, for all future generations: I have set 
my bow in the cloud, and it shall be a 

sign of the covenant between me and the 
earth.” (Genesis 9:12–13)

Meaning of Sacrifices

The Torah states: “Then 
Noah built an altar to 
the Lord and … of-

fered burnt offerings on the 
altar.” (Genesis 8:20) Sacrifices 
in the Bible, express our faith in 
G-d’s plan of salvation, which 
will be fulfiled by the ultimate 
sacrifice of the Messiah. But 
also full obedience—Noach 
received instructions about sac-
rifices and even though he did 
not understand all their impli-
cations, obeyed. They also ex-
press our devotion to the divine 
will. It is not sure that Noach 
and the people of his time un-
derstood the deep meaning of 
the sacrifices they performed 
and its link to the Messiah. As 
sign of obedience they are the 
very beginning, the first step to 
obedience — they symbolize 
obedience which is to find ful-
fillment in the human action. 
Thus G-d perceived positively 
this expression of obedience. 
Then  these words follow “And 
when the Lord smelled the 
pleasing aroma, the Lord said 
in his heart, “I will never again 
curse the ground because of 
man, for the intention of man’s 
heart is evil from his youth. 
Neither will I ever again strike 
down every living creature as I 
have done. While the earth re-



Haftara Overview
Isaiah 54:1-55:5

This text of Isaiah 
is a beautiful text 
full of promises 

for Israel. G-d starts to 
describe the situation of 
Israel which is “a barren 
woman” a woman deso-
lated, divorced but with 
a future.  She will have 
many children.

“‘Sing, O barren 
woman, you who never 
bore a child; burst into 
song, shout for joy, you 
who were never in labor; 
because more are the 
children of the desolate 
woman than of her who 
has a husband,’ says the 
L-rd” (Isaiah 54:1). 

Israel must, as a 
spiritual nation extend 
her tents, she has to be a 
light for the nations and 
dispossessed the G-ds 
of the nations in order 
to help all the nations 
to worship the G-d of 
Israel “Enlarge the place 
of your tent, stretch your 
tent curtains wide, do 
not hold back; lengthen 
your cords, strengthen 
your stakes. For you will 
spread out to the right 
and to the left; your de-
scendants will dispossess 
nations and settle in their 
desolate cities.”  (Isaiah 
54:2-3)

Even though G-d was 
angry, upset against Is-
rael, he will get her back 
and will be her husband 
and her G-d for ever, 
“Do not be afraid; you 
will not suffer shame … 

For your Maker is your 
husband — the L-rd Al-
mighty is his name — the 
Holy One of Israel is your 
Redeemer; … The L-rd 
will call you back as if 
you were a wife deserted 
and distressed in spirit…
For a brief moment I 
abandoned you, but with 
deep compassion I will 
bring you back.” (Isaiah 
54:4-7)

To be sure that G-d will 
not revoke his covenant 
with Israel, he is remind-
ing to Israel the covenant 
with Noach. “To me 
this is like the days of 
Noach, when I swore 
that the waters of Noach 
would never again cover 
the earth. So now I have 
sworn not to be angry 
with you, never to rebuke 
you again.” (Isaiah 54:9).

As the covenant with 
Noach is still valid, the 
covenant with Israel is 
still valid and be until 
the end. “‘Though the 
mountains be shaken and 
the hills be removed, yet 
my unfailing love for you 
will not be shaken nor 
my covenant of peace be 
removed,’ says the L-rd, 
who has compassion on 
you.” (Isaiah 54:10).

mains, seedtime and harvest, 
cold and heat, summer and 
winter, day and night, shall 
not cease.” (Genesis 8:21–22). 
G’d is not going to “curse” 
the earth again and will not 
attempt to stop its further 
development. No future gen-
eration will be destroyed even 
if the “structure of thought 
of man’s heart” should strive 
after the evil “from earliest 
youth.” That means that even 
if the corruption should be 
so great that even the youth, 
whose hearts could be ex-
pected to be susceptible to 
the good, perceive the aim of 
their lives in the evil alone-
even then G-d does not have 
to bring total destruction over 
mankind.

A Unique Climate  

The Jewish Tradi-
tion should help us 
to clarify: “While 

the earth remains, seedtime 
and harvest, cold and heat, 
summer and winter, day and 
night, shall not cease.” (Gen-
esis 8:22).  According to this 
tradition the same climate 
existed on the whole earth 
before the Flood which was 
the cause for prolonged peri-
ods of life.

This means that the posi-
tion of the earth in relation 
to the sun, which makes days 
and seasons, temperatures 
and climates never-ending 
is different today than be-

As we are reading 
parashat Noach, we 
have to remem-

ber that even though many 
people don’t believe any-
more that the story of the 
flood and Noach are true, 
the Brit Hachadasha (Ap-
ostolic Writing) mentioned 
Noach eight times (Mat-
thew 24:37–38; Luke 3:36; 
17:26–27; Hebrew 11:7; 1 
Peter 3:20; 2 Peter 2:5). 

This means that the be-
lievers of the first century 
believed that Noach was 
an historical character of 
God’s story. Indeed, when 
we read the book of Genesis 
we discover how much all 
the stories are the story of 
G-d’s mission who wants to 
save humanity from eternal 
death. For some people the 
flood seems to be very cruel, 
but we don’t know anything 
about the eternal destiny of 
each person who lived on 
the earth during the flood 
and perished. Even though 
the majority of the people 
were so wicked that G-d 
had to start a new humanity 
with Noach and his descen-
dants, I am sure that not 
only Noach and his family 
would be saved. If I am so 
sure it is because I know 
that G-d is a G-d of love, 
He is a G-d of compassion, 
and a righteous G-d. 

Looking at the les-
son given in the Apostolic 
Writings, we read that the 
main lesson of Noach’ story 
was his patience. “because 
they formerly did not obey, 
when God’s patience waited 
in the days of Noah, while 
the ark was being prepared, 
in which a few, that is, 
eight persons, were brought 

safely through water.” (1 Pe-
ter 3:20). Even though the 
people who lived in the time 
of the flood were disobedi-
ent, and they did not listen 
to Noach, he was patient, he 
continued to preach to the 
people around him trying 
to save them. He faithfully 
obeyed G-d building the 
ark, he patiently preached 
the message of G-d for 120 
years even though he did 
not see any sign to prove 
that what G-d said was 
true. Yes it is an example of 
patience and righteousness 
for each one of us.

It is interesting to read in 
the text of 1 Peter 3, that 
the flood was symbolically 
a mikve (baptistry). They 
all have been immersed in 
the water of the flood and 
received a symbolic tevilah 
(baptism). Peter, talmid of 
Yeshua said “eight persons, 
were brought safely through 
the water. And correspond-
ing to that, Tevilah (bap-
tism) now saves you — not 
the removal of dirt from the 
flesh, but an appeal to God 
for a good conscience — 
through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ,” (1 Peter 3:20–
21 NASB) When we accept 
the tevilah or the immersion 
in the mikve, we take “the 
pledge of a good conscience 
toward G-d”, this pledge is 
to follow conscientiously the 
will of G-d, it is a commit-
ment to follow the example 
of Noach and to have this 
faith he had “By faith Noah, 
when warned about things 
not yet seen, in holy fear 
built an ark to save his fam-
ily.” (Heb 11:7) and to accept 
unpopularity patiently be-
cause of what we preach.

There is another lesson 
given by the Apostolic writ-
ings about the story of No-
ach, Yeshua used this story 
of the flood to prepare his 
disciples for the very near 
catastrophe, which was the 
destruction of Jerusalem, 
but also his second com-
ing. Most of the people who 
heard the warning of Noach 
did not believe his words, 
mocked him and continued 
their normal activities until 
it was too late to be saved 
from the flood. Today we 
are in the time of the Second 
Coming, Yeshua is com-
ing back soon, the world is 
warned by hundred of thou-
sand of preachers who could 
be compared to Noach, but 
the world does not care of 
this warning. Yeshua an-
nounced this condition of 
the world: “For as were the 
days of Noah, so will be the 
coming of the Son of Man. 
For as in those days before 
the flood they were eating 
and drinking, marrying and 
giving in marriage, until the 
day when Noah entered the 
ark,and they were unaware 
until the flood came and 
swept them all away, so will 
be the coming of the Son of 
Man. Then two men will be 
in the field; one will be tak-
en and one left. Two women 
will be grinding at the mill; 
one will be taken and one 
left. Therefore, stay awake, 
for you do not know on what 
day your Lord is coming. … 
Therefore you also must be 
ready, for the Son of Man 
is coming at an hour you 
do not expect.” (Matthew 
24:36–44). Let’s prepare 
ourselves for the Second 
coming in order to be ready.

Apostolic Writings — 1 Peter 3:18-22
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fore the flood. Day here, night 
there; winter here, summer 
there, etc… could not this mul-
tiplicity of the earth, the variety 
in zones and climates have had 
an effect on the variety of na-
tions resulting in a shorter life-
period of men? In the future 
corruption cannot weaken all 
mankind as the nations are too 
different from each other. And 
as a result of the shorter period 
of life, there is hope that a per-
verted generation will soon be 
followed by a younger and bet-
ter one. Thus Divine providence 
has guided the history of man-
kind onto a new course.

Noachic Laws  

If the Jewish people have 
discovered that there are six 
hundred and thirteen com-

mandments in the Torah (from 
Genesis to Deuteronomy), they 
consider that most of these 
commandments are not for the 
whole humanity but specifically 
for God’s people. However that 
does not means only Jews will 
be saved, everyone can be saved, 
but according to the Jewish tra-
dition, Israel and by extension 
God’s people have a special 
purpose on the earth, to be a 
kingdom of priests to be a light 
to the nations, that is why most 
of the Bible commandments are 
considered valid for G-d’s peo-
ple and the nations who are not 
part of God’s covenant are en-
titled only to the Noachic Laws 
which are derived from Genesis 

9. In this chapter G-d blessed 
for the second time men: “And 
God blessed Noah and his sons 
and said to them, “Be fruitful 
and multiply and fill the earth.” 
(9:1). The Jewish people have 
established that there are seven 
Noachic laws, which are for all 
humanity, the purpose of these 
laws is to prepare humanity to 
live in the re-established Gan-
Eden (paradise) on the earth, 
until then, however, the posi-
tion of man in relation to nature 
is different from what it was be-
fore. Nature does not serve him 
unconditionally anymore (9:2). 
The changed living-conditions 
result in a different form on nu-
trition: G-d now permits man 
the use of clean meat, but not 
from a living animal (9:3) and 
avoiding animal suffering and 
blood (9:4). God forbids mur-
dering anyone (9:6) and judges 
are necessary to punish mur-
derer, that is why the seven No-
achic laws are: 1. Do not deny 
God. 2. Do not blaspheme 
God. 3. Do not murder. 4. Do 
not engage in illicit sexual rela-
tions. 5. Do not steal. 6. Do not 
eat meat from a live animal. 7. 
Establish courts/legal system to 
ensure obedience to the law. 
However, we don’t have to for-
get what was established at the 
creation (the marriage and the 
Shabbat), which were given by 
G-d to humanity right after the 
sin, A happy marriage and a 
correct celebration of the Shab-
bat can be a foretaste of paradise 
at home.  

“Then they said, ‘Come, let us build 
ourselves a city and a tower with its top 
in the heavens, and let us make a name 
for ourselves, lest we be dispersed over 

the face of the whole earth.’ ”  
(Genesis 11:4)



Inspirational 
Corner

v  The inhabitants 
of the antediluvian 
world turned from 
God, refusing to do 
His holy will. They 
followed their own 
unholy imagina-
tion and perverted 
ideas. It was be-
cause of their wick-
edness that they 
were destroyed; and 
today the world is 
following the same 
way. It presents no 
flattering signs of 
millennial glory. 
The transgressors 
of God’s law are 
filling the earth 
with wickedness. 
Their betting, their 
horse racing, their 
gambling, their dis-
sipation, their lust-
ful practices, their 
untamable pas-
sions, are fast fill-
ing the world with 
violence.  (DA 633) 

Inspirational 
Corner

v The word came 
to Noah, “Come 
thou and all thy 
house into the ark; 
for thee have I seen 
righteous before 
Me.” Noah obeyed 
and was saved. …
(Genesis 7:1). … So 
Messiah’s disciples 
were given warning 
of the destruction 
of Jerusalem. Those 
who watched for the 
sign of the coming 
ruin, and fled from 
the city, escaped the 
destruction. So now 
we are given warn-
ing of Messiah’s 
second coming and 
of the destruction to 
fall upon the world. 
Those who heed 
the warning will be 
saved.  (DA 634) 

This is a Wise Man

Reb Chaim from Sanz posed 
a question to one of his 
Chassidim as he passed by. 

„What would you do if you found 
a wallet with a significant amount 
of money in it and there were clear 
identifiable signs for the owner to 
reclaim it?‰ The man said in all 
sincerity, “Why Rebbe, I would 
return it!” The Rebbe exclaimed, 
“Foolishness!” The next gentleman 
was asked the same question about 
the wallet to which he responded, 
“Rebbe, I would keep it!” “Ganav-
Thief!” the Rebbe proclaimed. A 
third man on the street when asked 
about the wallet answered, “I don‚t 
know what I would do, Rebbe, 
but I hope I would have the moral 
resolve to do the right thing and 
return it to the rightful owner!” 
“Ahhhhh!,” sighed the Rebbe from 
Sanz, “This is a wise man!”

We can‚t know with certainty 
what we will do when the even 
the anticipated surprises of life 
leap upon us. All we can do is 
prepare for the eventuality and 
the inevitability of “whatever” 
through study, prayer, and a good 
imagination, because the best time 
to buy an umbrella is before it rains.

Why Animals?

A man prepared a beautiful 
canopy for his son’s wed-
ding.  But, unfortunately, 

his son died before it could be used.   
The man dismantled the canopy 
saying, “I have prepared this for my 
son.  Now that he is here no more I 
have no use for it.”  So too was with 
the Great Flood.  G-d said, “I have 
created all living beings for man-
kind.  Now that they will be de-
stroyed I have no use for anything 
which was created for them.”

Think on Your Own

A young man returned to vis-
it the sage (Chacham) with 
whom he had studied for 

many years. He had been one of the 
sage’s most brilliant disciples yet he 
was failure in life. Another young 
disciple, who had not been nearly as 
brilliant, however, had gone on to 
great triumphs and successes. 

“Why has he done better than I 
have?” the young man asked. “After 
all, I was clearly more talented.”

“Indeed you were,” said the sage. 
“You absorbed every word I spoke 
and understood it thoroughly. But 
you never developed the ability 
to think on your own. Therefore, 
once you left me you were lost. The 
other fellow, however, though not 
as brilliant as you, learned to take 
what I taught and adapt it. That is a 
formula for success.” 

Rabbi Naftali Reich draw this 
lesson: “In our own lives, we can 
transform our very existence if we 
would only view ourselves as the 
active participants in directing the 
flow of divine beneficence into the 
world. We are all endowed with 
special qualities and strengths 
which can be used for the good, if 
only we would acknowledge and 
develop them. In the end, we will 
surely discover that the privilege 
of acting as a conduit for divine 
beneficence is the most enriching 
grace of all.

Who is the King?

A king and his entourage 
went out hunting in the 
forest.  All day they chased 

after the animals.  The king was so 
engrossed in the sport that he didn’t 
notice that he became separated 
from the rest of his people.
Toward evening he realized that 

he was alone in the forest and he 
didn’t know the way out.  Just then 
a farmer came by carrying a pile of 
wood on his shoulder.
The king asked him for the way 

out of the forest.  The farmer said, “I 
will show you the way out of here, 
but I want to ask you for a favor.  I 
heard that the king is in the area 
hunting.  I never saw the king and 
you must be one of his entourage.  
When I lead you to the main road, 
could you show me the king.”
The king said, “Sure I will show 

you the king.” “But how will I know 
he is the king? Will he be wearing 
different clothes than everyone else?”
“No. He won’t be wearing different 

clothes. But here is how you will 
know who he is.  When we get to 
the road, you will see that all the 
king’s people will remove their hats 
and bow their heads.  The person 
who doesn’t take of his hat and 
doesn’t bow is the king!”
In a little while they reached the 

edge of the forest.  When they saw 
the king they all took off their hats 
and bowed their heads.
“Now can you identify who is the 

king?” asked the king of the farmer.
The farmer looked around and finally 

replied, “I’m not sure.  According to 
the sign you gave me, the two of us 
are wearing our hats and didn’t bow, 
so it’s either you or me!”
Many times, we too find ourselves 

in the shoes of the foolish farmer. 
Often we don’t recognize that it is 
G-d who is “walking amongst 
us” and fail to give Him the 
credit for everything we have.
“And I will walk among you, and 

I will be your G-d and you shall 
be My people” - Recognizing that 
G-d is amongst us and that He 
is our G-d and that we are His 
people... is indeed a great blessing 
and security.

StorieS and traditionS
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KidS ParaSha noach
AjOn

“Then the L-rd said to Noach, “Go into the ark, you and all your household, for I have seen 
that you are righteous before me in this generation. Take with you seven pairs of all clean 
animals, the male and his mate, and a pair of the animals that are not clean, the male and his 
mate, and seven pairs of the birds of the heavens also, male and female, to keep their off-
spring alive on the face of all the earth. For in seven days I will send rain on the earth forty 
days and forty nights, and every living thing that I have made I will blot out from the face of 
the ground.” And Noach did all that the L-rd had commanded him.” (Genesis 7:1–5)

Genesis 6:9- 11:32


