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• Website: www.jewishadventist.org 
A must website. To subscribe to our newsletter. To download some resources (Hebrew Sabbath School, 
and other documents). To order the book “Comfort, Comfort my people…” and many other things.
• Shalom Adventure Magazine online: www.ShalomAdventure.com 
If you would like to read articles, watch videos, learn things about Judaism and Israel, this website is just 
for you.
• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WJAFC: If you would like to share with people, this 
forum on facebook is a good place for that.
• Photos on Google+: https://get.google.com/albumarchive/1131446298409925652
91?source=pwa We have posted a lot of pictures on Internet during the last years. Don’t hesitate to 
look at them.
• Adventist Mission Website: http://wjafc.globalmissioncenters.org/ This website is the 
new resource provided by the Office of Adventist Mission of the General Conference of the Seventh-day 
Adventists.
• Russian Website: http://www.boruh.info/ This website is in Russian, many articles and the 
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Professional Urban 
Development:
The WJAFC provides:

- Professional Urban 
training for Jewish 
Ministry

- Teaching for 
theological students

- Help to plant new 
congregations.

- Support for Adventist-
Jewish dialogue with 
scholars and rabbis
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We pray every 
week for the 
Jewish Ministry. I 
suggest our part-
ners to pray from 
January 14 to 20 
for Alexander & 
Irena Bolotnikov 
They are work-
ing in the 
United States of 
America, Sasha 
(Alexander) is 
the Director of 
the NAD Shalom 
learning Center, 
which is the lead-
ing training cen-
ter for this minis-
try and the pas-
tor/Rabbi of the 
Jewish Adventist 
Congregation 
in Portland, 
Oregon. Let’s 
pray for their 
important minis-
try.
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Carlos Muniz

NEWS
List of Prayers for 2017
v A list of prayers to support our ministry by 
your prayers is available, if you would like to re-
ceive it, let us know please.

A Successful Newsletter
v our weekly newsletter is sent every week to 
1548 people.  954 in English,  78 in Russian, 67 
in Deutch, 166 in French, 165 in Portuguese, 
and 118 in Spanish, even though right now the 
Spanish one is not done anymore because of 
our lack of translators.

We constantly receive email of encourage-
ment about our ministry and newsletter. Here 
are some abstract of these emails.

From Roberta
Happy Hannukah,  and thanks for the 

weekly parasha. I read them over and over.
From Lucas
Thank you! It is a pleasure receive your 

newsletter, these materials always are a great 
opportunity to learn.

From James
I have followed with interest the Jewish Adven-

tist Friendship Group. Thanks for the subscrip-
tion and may God bless the effort.

From Imre,
Thank you for sending me the Shabbat Sha-

lom Newsletter. I am glad to received it.
From Robbie
Thank you again for the wonderful Shabbat 

readings. I do read them all the time. May the 
Lord bless you this Shabbat.

From Nicoleta,
Hello, thanks for the newsletter.
From Carmen,
Thank you for providing this information.  

It is such a blessing to my soul.
From Claus,
I have read the parasha on “acharei mot” 

with interest… Blessings to you.
From Bertram, 
Thank Dr. Elofer for your timely news letter 

it being a blessing.
From Sharon,
Just wanted to share with you my thankful-

ness for your Torah study each week. It is a right 
spot in my Shabbat study and offers great per-
spectives on the Word of truth from scripture. I 
know your life is so busy and that it is a true sac-
rifice of your time to do midrash on the Torah 
each week for the people of God. May Hashem 
bless you, keep you strong and bring light to your 
path daily. 

From Mosca,
I have to say thanks for your wishes and for the 

newsletter/parasha. I want to inform you that I 
work in Torino as president of the “Amicizia 
Ebraico-Cristiana.” May the Lord continue to 
bless your efforts.

From Imre,
Thank you for sending me again the Para-

sha letter. I am always interested to read it and 
I would like to let you know that I forward it to 
twelve people in Hungary every week and they 
like it very much.



Moshe protests that the 
People of Israel will doubt 
his being G-d’s agent, so 
G-d enables Moshe to 
perform three miraculous 
transformations to validate 
himself in the people’s eyes: 
transforming his staff into a 
snake, his healthy hand into 
a leprous one, and water 
into blood. 

When Moshe declares 
that he is not a good public 
speaker G-d tells him that 
his brother Aharon will be 
his spokesman.

Aharon greets Moshe on 
his return to Egypt and they 
petition Pharaoh to release 
Israel. 

Pharaoh responds with 
even harsher decrees, de-
claring that Israel must 
produce the same quota of 
bricks as before but without 
being given supplies. 

The people become 
dispirited, but G-d assures 
Moshe that He will force 
Pharaoh to let the Israel 
leave.

Shemot

The book of Exodus 
starts saying: “These 
are the names of the 

sons of Israel who came to 
Egypt with Jacob, each with 
his household:” (Exodus 1:1). 
The name mentioned in the 
first verse of Exodus is the 
name of Yaakov. He is the 
Patriarch, the leader of his 
generation, a righteous, and a 
man who like studying in the 
tent. He was a great example 
for his people for the twelve 
leaders of the twelve tribes. 
For four generations, the He-
brews had one leader per gen-
eration, they were Abraham, 
Yitzhak, Yaakov and Yosef. 
After the death of Yosef, the 
people of Israel grew rapidly 
and were identified by their 
tribes, and each tribe had a 
leader. 

The next Israelite men-
tioned in this chapter is Am-
ram, the leader of the tribe of 
Levi: “Now a man from the 
house of Levi went and took 
as his wife a Levite woman.” 
(Exodus 2:1). This man will 
give birth to the savior of 
Israel. During the history of 
Israel, many saviors came to 
save Israel from their diffi-
cult situation, Yosef was one 
of them. The savior is not 

Parasha for  
this Week

Shemot
twømVv

Exodus 1:1 - 6:1
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Parasha Overview:
Shemot

The Book of Shemot 
(Exodus) chroni-
cles the creation of 

the nation of Israel from 
the descendants of Yaa-
kov. 

At the beginning of this 
week’s Parasha, Pharaoh, 
fearing the population ex-
plosion of Israel, enslaves 
them. However, when 
their birthrate increases, 
he orders Israel’s mid-
wives to kill all newborn 
males. 

Yocheved gives birth to 
Moshe and hides him in 
the reeds by the Nile. Pha-
raoh’s daughter finds and 
adopts him, although she 
knows he is probably a 
Hebrew. Miriam, Moshe’s 
sister, offers to find a 
nursemaid for Moshe and 
arranges for his mother 
Yocheved to fulfill that 
role.

Years later, Moshe wit-
nesses an Egyptian beat-
ing a Hebrew and Moshe 
kills the Egyptian. 

Realizing his life is in 
danger, Moshe flees to 
Midian where he rescues 
Tzipporah, whose father 
Yitro (Reuel) approves 
their subsequent marriage. 

On Chorev (Mt. Si-
nai) Moshe witnesses the 
burning bush where G-d 
commands him to lead 
the People of Israel from 
Egypt to Eretz Yisrael, the 
land promised to their an-
cestors. 

always coming from the tribe 
of Yehudah. They came from 
Yoseph, Ephraim, Benyamin, 
Yehudah, and in Shemot it is 
a descendant of Levi, Moses, 
helped by Aaron and Myriam. 
Most of these “saviors” were 
typifying the greatest savior 
who will be sent at the end of 
time, the Mashiach, who will 
redeem humanity forever.

 

Killing The Boys

Abraham announced 
to Israel that they 
will be slave in Egypt 

and then will be delivered 
from their oppressors. How-
ever, this deliverance would 
not be easy and natural, the 
deliverance of G-d’s people is 
always by supernatural means 
and miracles. Pharaoh did 
not ignore this truth, that is 
why many other tyrants he 
decided to kill the savior of 
Israel before he would die. 
“Then Pharaoh charged all 
his people, saying, “Every boy 
that is born you shall throw 
into the Nile, but let every 
girl live.” (Exodus 1:22 JPS). 
Pharaoh gave order to “all his 
people” that means all the 
Egyptians were Pharaoh’s 
instruments to kill the new 
born boys. That means all the 

Egyptians who accepted the 
deal of Pharaoh were guilty 
of killing babies, that is why 
later the plagues will fell on 
“all his people” and not only 
on Pharaoh’s house. 
There is a difference between 
the first order given to the 
midwives Shiphrah And 
Puah and the second com-
mand given to “all people.” 
To the midwifes Pharaoh 
ordered to kill the boys born 
from Hebrew women, but 
this plan did not succeed. 
That is why the second order 
given not to the midwives, 
but to all the Egyptians was 
not to kill the Hebrew boys, 
but to kill every boy born in 
Egypt. Indeed, the Hebrew 
text does not say “Every son 
that is born to the Hebrews” 
but “Every son that is born 
you shall cast into the Nile,” 
the Hebrew text does not 
say “to the Hebrews,” These 
words are added by the trans-
lators. That is why the Jewish 
tradition affirms that since 
the first command to kill 
all Hebrew boys could not 
be achieved, and Pharaoh’s 
intention of killing the an-
nounced savior was so strong 
that he decided to kill every 
boy, Hebrew or Egyptian 
without any distinction.  

  Moshe’s 
Circumcision

The Torah states: “Now 
the daughter of Pha-
raoh came down to 

bathe at the river, while her 
young women walked beside 
the river. She saw the basket 
among the reeds and sent her 
servant woman, and she took 
it. When she opened it, she 
saw the child, and behold, the 
baby was crying. She took pity 
on him and said, “This is one 
of the Hebrews’ children.”” 
(Exodus 2:5–6), the daughter 
of Pharaoh came as every day 
to the Nile for her ablution or 
ritual washing, when she dis-
covered the basket with Baby 
Moshe. Her first reaction was 
“This is one of the Hebrews’ 
children” the question is why 
she did not say “a Hebrew 
child” or “a Hebrew boy” the 
answer of the Jewish tradi-
tion is that when she hear this 
child crying and knowing the 
decree of her father, she heard 
not only the cry of a child, but 
the weeping of all the Hebrew 
children. 

Another question, is how 
did she recognize in this baby 
a Hebrew baby, when the last 
decree of Pharaoh was about 
all boys of Egypt, Hebrews 

and Egyptians? She recog-
nized that this baby was an 
Hebrew one, because he was 
circumcised. Indeed Moshe 
was born from the tribe of 
Levi, the tribe which is dedi-
cated to the teaching of the 
people of Israel, and even 
though the written Torah was 
not yet given to the Israelite, 
an oral Torah was given by 
God to Abraham, Yitzhak, 
and Yaakov, and this tribe was 
dedicated, according to the 
tradition, to teach the people. 
Thus, it was important for the 
tribe of Levi to be an example 
for his people, thus, in spite 
of the decree promulgated 
by Pharaoh, Amram and 
Yokeved circumcised their 
boys Aaron and Moshe on 
the eighth day, as it was com-
manded by G-d to Abraham.  

Free Hatred

The Torah report 
that: “One day, 
when Moses had 

grown up, he went out to 
his people and looked on 
their burdens, and he saw an 
Egyptian beating a Hebrew, 
one of his people.” (Exodus 
2:11), Moshe is surprised he 
saw a Egyptian beating a 
Hebrew, one of his brother, 
he was revolted by not by 

“So they ruthlessly made 
the people of Israel work as 
slaves and made their lives 
bitter with hard service, 
in mortar and brick, and 
in all kinds of work in the 
field. In all their work they 
ruthlessly made them work 
as slaves.” (Exodus 1:13–14)

the fact that a Egyptian was 
beating a Hebrew, but no 
one Hebrew would defend 
the one who was beaten. In 
his mind, if no one Hebrew 
defended his brother, it is be-
cause the Hebrews were shy, 
not aggressive people, then 
being educated in the court 
of Pharaoh, he was trained 
to military affairs thus he 
took this responsibility “He 
looked this way and that, 
and seeing no one, he struck 
down the Egyptian and hid 
him in the sand.” (Exodus 
2:12), he looked around, here 
and there, and since no one 
was looking he struck down 
the Egyptian. However on 
the day after, when he visited 
again the country of Goshen, 
where the Hebrews were liv-
ing, he saw two Hebrews 
fighting one another, there he 
was even more surprised, how 
two Hebrews can fight one 
another? Abraham, Yitzchak 
and Yaakov were full of 
love for others, let’s remem-
ber Abraham’s love for the 
people living in Sodom and 
Gomorrah. This love which 
is expressed in the Torah as: 
וְאַָֽהבְתָּ֥ לְרֲֵעךָ֖ כָּמ֑וֹךָ
“you shall love your neighbor 
as yourself ” (Leviticus 19:18) 
known in Israel as Ahavat 



Haftarah Overview:
Ashkenazim 

Isaiah 27:6-29:23 
Sephardim 

Jeremiah 1:1-2:3

In the parasha, Yaakov 
(Israel) is oppressed by 
a foreign power even 

though Israel has been a 
blessing for that nation.  
“And he blessed Joseph 
and said, ‘The G-d before 
whom my fathers Abra-
ham and Isaac walked, 
the G-d who has been my 
shepherd all my life long 
to this day, the angel who 
has redeemed me from all 
evil, bless the boys; and in 
them let my name be car-
ried on, and the name of 
my fathers Abraham and 
Isaac; and let them grow 
into a multitude in the 
midst of the earth.’” (Gen-
esis 48:15–16).  This ex-
perience will be repeated 
several times during the 
history of the people of Is-
rael. After being a blessing 
for their hosts, these na-
tions persecuted Israel.

In the haftarah read 
this week by Ashkenazim 
people the accent is put on 
the blessings upon Yaakov 
(Israel, His Vineyard) who 
is removed from Egypt 
and will be fully blessed by 
the L-rd: “In days to come 
Jacob shall take root, Israel 
shall blossom and put forth 
shoots, and fill the whole 
world with fruit.” (Isaiah 

27:6) “Therefore thus says 
the L-rd, who redeemed 
Abraham, concerning 
the house of Jacob:  No 
longer shall Jacob be 
ashamed, no longer shall 
his face grow pale. For 
when he sees his children, 
the work of my hands, in 
his midst, they will sanc-
tify my name; they will 
sanctify the Holy One of 
Jacob, and will stand in 
awe of the G-d of Israel.” 
(Isaiah 29:23)

Moshe was called by 
G-d in the parasha, to 
be his prophet, but at the 
first time he refused: But 
Moses said to the L-rd, 
“O my L-rd, I have never 
been eloquent… (Exodus 
4:10)

The Sephardic people 
read the Haftarah in Jer-
emiah, where Jeremiah 
was called by G-d and 
as Moshe tried to refuse: 
Now the word of the L-rd 
came to me saying, “Be-
fore I formed you in the 
womb I knew you, and 
before you were born I 
consecrated you; I ap-
pointed you a prophet to 
the nations.”  Then I said, 
“Ah, L-rd G-d! Truly I do 
not know how to speak, 
for I am only a boy.” (Jer-
emiah 1:4-6). 

Israel, love for Israel, was 
taught by the patriarchs to 
their descendants, thus they 
should be an example for 
all people as loving people 
of G-d. However, discov-
ered that not only Hebrews 
knew how to fight, but 
even though they saw an 
Egyptian beating an He-
brew, they lack of interest 
in defending their fellow 
Hebrew. Here Moshe dis-
covered what is called sinat 
Chinam (Free Hatred). The 
Jewish tradition has always 
affirmed that the Exile of 
Israel led by Babylon and 
by Rome to lack of love and 
free hatred, thus Moshe 
discovered that this exile 
was due to lack of ahavat 
Israel and sinat chinam. 

Pharaoh Wanted 
to Kill Him

The Torah states, 
“When Pharaoh 
heard of it, he sought 

to kill Moses.” (Exodus 2:15) 
What a surprising statement, 
Pharaoh was as a father for 
Moshe, he was raised as the 
adoptive son of his daughter, 
that means the equivalent of 
his Grand-Child. Thus, why 
the reaction of Pharaoh was 
so radical, he heard, and au-
tomatically wanted to “kill 
Moshe.” Egypt was not a 
model of justice, the pha-
raoh and his close family 
were considered a gods, they 

With the text of the 
parasha we start 
the story of Mo-

ses, He was the greatest leader 
of Israel, his name appears 
847 times (niv) in the Bible, 
the only one who was more 
popular in the Bible was King 
David with 960 occurrences 
(niv). Moses’ name is quoted 
84 times (niv), more than any 
other character of the Tanakh. 

 The Torah says to Moses: 
“Not so with my servant Mo-
ses. He is faithful in all my 
house. With him I speak mouth 
to mouth, clearly, and not in 
riddles,” (Numbers 12:6–8), 
he was the only prophet in all 
the Bible who was allowed to 
see G-d and to live, to receive 
revelations from G-d mouth-
to-mouth, he was the only 
one who went to the top of the 
Sinai for 40 days in order to 
converse with God. and when 
the tabernacle was built, Moses 
received his revelations directly 
from the Holy of Holy and the 
people were not allowed to see 
his face: “And when he came 
out and told the people of Israel 
what he was commanded, the 
people of Israel would see the 
face of Moses, that the skin of 
Moses’ face was shining. And 
Moses would put the veil over 
his face again, until he went 
in to speak with him.” (Exo-
dus 34:34–35). We understand 
why Moses is so special for the 
people of Israel. 

However, there is one whose 
name appears more than 
Moses in the Bible, it is the 
Mashiach, his name, Yeshua 
appears 1225 times (niv) in 
the Apostolic Writings, more 
than Moses and David. How-
ever, there is a particularity in 
Yeshua, this particularity is 
that God has never given to 

him any dream, vision. At no 
time Yeshua came to the dis-
ciples saying like Moses, that 
God called and spoke to him 
(Leviticus 1:1). Then what to 
think about this difference be-
tween Moses and Yeshua?

In the parasha Shemot we have 
the first revelation of God to 
Moses, but Moses was reluctant 
to accept God’s calling, he did 
not want to go back to Egypt. 
After a long conversation with 
God he accepted to be the lib-
erator of Israel, but has still a 
question, he asked “Suppose I 
go … and they ask me, ‘What 
is his name?’ Then what shall I 
tell them?’ G-d said to Moses “I 
AM WHO I AM. This is what 
you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I 
AM has sent me to you.’” (Ex 
3:13-14), G-d is revealing his 
name for the first time in this 
parasha to a human being. G-d 
is the great BEING (his name 
is the verb “to be”), the Eternal 
G-d. He is not “in time” as we 
are, that is why in Isaiah “This 
is what the L-rd says — Israel’s 
King and Redeemer, the L-rd 
Almighty: I am the first and I 
am the last; apart from me there 
is no G-d.” (Is 44:6). G-d is the 
eternal I AM, he is also the 
FIRST and the LAST, there is 
no other who can be considered, 
Eternal as G-d is. 

Coming back to the Ap-
ostolic Writings, we discover 
that Yeshua, does not need to 
receive visions or dreams as the 
regular prophets, because he is 
G-d Himself. Yeshua used the 
same holy name of God and 
applied it to him. The great 
revelation of the Apostolic 
Writings is that Yeshua is the 
incarnation of the great I AM. 
Some Jews ask: how a man can 
be God or become God? That 
is a wrong question, the correct 

question is: Does God can be-
come a man? Then the answer 
is clear, a man cannot become 
G-d, that is a blasphemy, but 
God has the power to incar-
nate Himself as a man if he 
wants. There is no limitation 
in G-d. This is not polytheism, 
there is only one God. That is 
why when the Pharisees asked 
Yeshua, “Which command-
ment is the most important 
of all?” Yeshua answered by 
the Shema Israel, “The most 
important is, ‘Hear, O Israel: 
The Lord our God, the Lord 
is one.” (Mark 12:29), When 
he was asked by the Pharisees 
who he was, he answered “I tell 
you the truth,” Jesus answered, 
“before Abraham was born, I 
AM!” (John 8:58). He used the 
exact expression of God to mo-
ses in Exodus. The leaders were 
confused, they accused him of 
blasphemy, at another occasion 
he said publicly, “While I am in 
the world, I am the light of the 
world.” (John 9:5). And when 
He will revealing Himself to 
Yochanan in visions, he said to 
his disciple, “I am the First and 
the Last.” (Rev 1:17), title given 
to G-d in the book of Isaiah.

When Yeshua was teach-
ing the people of Israel, it 
is written “the crowds were 
astonished at his teaching” 
(Matthew 7:28), and “for he 
was teaching them as one 
who had authority, and not as 
their scribes.” (Matthew 7:29), 
the great difference between 
Yeshua and the scribes and 
pharisees, is that these leaders 
taught in the name of others: 
“Rabbi Levi ben Hama says 
in the name of Rabbi Simeon 
ben Lakish…” Not Yeshua, he 
taught from his own authority 
because he was G-d and did 
not need any other authority.

Apostolic Writings — John 8:58
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could not be judged or punished 
by the Egyptian law, and sud-
denly, Pharaoh wanted to kill 
Moshe without hearing his de-
fense, without  judgment, why? 
Let’s remember what was said 
above, Pharaoh knew 40 years 
ago that a savior was promised 
to Israel, he suspected Moshe, 
this miraculous boy” to be the 
savior, but was not sure, and did 
not want to sadden his daugh-
ter, thus he admitted Moshe in 
his palace, but kept an eye on 
him. But right now, after hear-
ing what happen in the field, 
he was sure that Moshe was 
the liberator of Israel from their 
slavery and wanted to kill him.

A Turning Point

The Torah states: “Dur-
ing those many days the 
king of Egypt died, and 

the people of Israel groaned be-
cause of their slavery and cried 
out for help.” (Exodus 2:23). A 
long period of time that elapse 
between Moses flight (Verse 
15) and the events described in 
verse 23. The king which was 
a father and a grand-father to 
Moses, the one who wanted 
to kill all the children to avoid 
the coming of the savior died, 
and another Pharaoh came to 
the power. The people of God 
could think that this new king 
would maybe have better feel-
ing about the Israelites, but in 
fact not. He was worse than 
his father. The Torah con-
tinues: “Their cry for rescue 
from slavery came up to God. 

And God heard their groan-
ing, and God remembered his 
covenant with Abraham, with 
Isaac, and with Jacob. God saw 
the people of Israel—and God 
knew.” (Exodus 2:24–25). This 
text has been the turning point 
from bondage to deliverance. 
Ramban (Rabbi Moses Moïse 
Nahmanide, a 13th century’s 
rabbi)  explains it in this way: 
“The plain sense is that, at the 
beginning, God had hidden 
his face and they had been de-
voured (Deuteronomy 31:17). 
Now, God heard their cry and 
‘saw’ them, i.e. that he no longer 
hid his face from them but ‘took 
cognizance’ of their sufferings 
and their needs.” God was not 
anymore accepting the suffer-
ing of his people, the prophetic 
time given to Abraham arrived 
at its end. Then God revealed 
Himself for the time to Moshe 
in Chorev, mountain which was 
already known as the moun-
tain of G-d, “he [Moshe] led 
his flock to the west side of 
the wilderness and came to 
Horeb, the mountain of God.” 
(Exodus 3:1), G-d has chosen 
to begin the redemption or de-
liverance of Israel, in the same 
place where the Torah will be 
revealed to his people, he wants 
first to lead his people not to the 
promise land, (the shortest way 
would be by the shore of the 
Mediterranean sea and Gaza 
strip) but to the place  they were 
to be constituted as the people 
of G-d, the people of the Torah, 
the people of the book.

“When she opened it, she saw the 
child, and behold, the baby was crying. 

She took pity on him and said, ‘This 
is one of the Hebrews’ children.’ Then 
his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter, 

‘Shall I go and call you a nurse from the 
Hebrew women to nurse the child for 

you’?” (Exodus 2:6–7)



Inspirational 
Corner

v By His human-
ity, Messiah touched 
humanity; by His 
divinity, He lays hold 
upon the throne of 
G-d. As the Son of 
man, He gave us an 
example of obedi-
ence; as the Son of 
G-d, He gives us 
power to obey. It 
was Messiah who 
from the bush on 
Mount Horeb spoke 
to Moses saying, “I 
AM THAT I AM.... 
Thus shalt thou say 
unto the children of 
Israel, I AM hath 
sent me unto you.” 
Exodus 3:14. This 
was the pledge of Is-
rael’s deliverance. So 
when He came “in 
the likeness of men,” 
He declared Himself 
the I AM. (DA 24)

Inspirational 
Corner

v God had de-
clared concerning 
Pharaoh, “I will 
harden his heart, 
that he shall not 
let the people go.” 
Exodus 4:21. There 
was no exercise of 
supernatural power 
to harden the heart 
of the king, but 
the seeds of rebel-
lion that he sowed 
when he rejected 
the first miracle 
produced their 
harvest. As he con-
tinued to venture 
from one degree 
of stubbornness to 
another, his heart 
became more and 
more hardened, 
until he was called 
to look upon the 
cold, dead faces of 
the firstborn. (EP 
184).

Voice of Thousand

The King of Austria 
once issued an evil de-
cree against the Jewish 

community. After much plead-
ing, the King agreed to receive 
a delegation of Rabbis. During 
the meeting, one of the Rabbis 
began to yell. The King looked 
at him sternly and said, “Don’t 
you know that i n the presence 
of a King one should talk softly 
and not yell?” The Rabbi apolo-
getically responded, “Your Maj-
esty, it is not I who is yelling. 
The loud voice you hear is the 
voice of the thousands of Jews 
who are in great jeopardy be-
cause of your evil decree.” Rabbi 
Moshe Bogomilsky made a 
parallel between this story and 
the daughter of Pharaoh who 
heard through baby Moshe, the 
thousand of other Hebrew boys 
who were in danger to be killed.

Letters of Torah

Rabbi Chanina Ben 
Tradyon was one of the 
ten martyrs who were 

killed by the Roman govern-
ment. His body was wrapped in 
a Sefer Torah and consumed by 
fire. While he was experiencing 
excruciating pain, his students 
asked him, “Our teacher, what 
do you see?” He responded, “ I 
see the parchment being burnt 
and the letters flying into the 
sky” (Avodah Zarah 18a). He 
meant that all attempts of the 
gentile world to destroy the 
people of G-d and the Torah 
would fail. Even at a timewhen 
the “parchment,” was being de-
stroyed the “letters” of Torah 
would ascend and be trans-
ferred to another part of the 

world, where another Jewish of 
believers would be built anew.

Faith and 
Trust in G-d

A father had two sons.  
One was clever while 
the other was foolish.  

The foolish son thought that 
he was the smartest person on 
earth and that everyone else was 
foolish.  One day, the father said 
to the smart son, “Take your 
brother to the big city and show 
him around.  Perhaps he will 
realize that he does not know 
everything.”

They came to the big city 
and passed by a store that made 
furniture.  The silly brother said, 
“Look how people are taking 
good and expensive wood, 
piercing holes through them 
and cutting them into pieces!  I 
told you everyone was foolish!”  
The brother didn’t say anything 
but continued on.

They came to another store 
that made clothing and again 
the foolish one exclaimed, 
“Look! Here, too, the people 
are taking beautiful pieces of 
cloth and cutting them up!”

“Wait here a while,” answered 
the intelligent brother, “and you 
will see who is the fool.”  Before 
long, they saw that the cut pieces 
were sewn together and, in time, 
beautiful garments were produced.  
“Now lets go back to the furniture 
store.”  There too, they saw that 
carpenters were using the pieces of 
wood to create beautiful furniture.  
“Now I see,” said the silly son.  
“Perhaps it is I who is the fool and 
not everyone else!” 

The fact that we know 
that everything is from G-d, 

regardless of the uncertainty 
and confusion the world is 
going through, should give us 
good reason to have faith and 
trust in G-d that, in the end, 
things will turn out for the best.

The Egg at the 
Seder

No other nation found 
its culture, learning 
and educational sys-

tem under such attack as did 
the Jewish people.  Yet, they 
have not only survived but 
flourished.

Rabbi Meir Shapiro was a 
member in the Polish Seim 
(parliament).  A member of 
the Seim once asked him, 
“Why do Jews place a hard 
boiled egg on the Seder Plate?” 

Rabbi Meir replied, “Other 
foods, the longer they are 
cooked, the softer they 
become.  But the longer 
you cook eggs, the harder 
they get.  The egg at the 
Seder symbolizes the Jewish 
people. Just like the egg, the 
sufferings and pain inflicted 
on the Jewish people have not 
broken us. Rather, they have 
made us harder and stronger.

With the burning bush G-d 
showed Moshe that, just as 
the bush burned yet was not 
consumed, so too, the Jewish 
people, will endure adversity, 
but will never be destroyed. 
Over three thousand years 
have passed and it is indeed 
one of the great miracles of all 
times that the Jewish people 
survived and are strong and 
vibrant.

StorieS and traditionS
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“Now Moses was keeping the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro, the priest of Midian, and he led his 
flock to the west side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of G-d. And the angel of 
the L-rd appeared to him in a flame of fire out of the midst of a bush. He looked, and behold, the 
bush was burning, yet it was not consumed. And Moses said, “I will turn aside to see this great sight, 
why the bush is not burned.” When the L-rd saw that he turned aside to see, G-d called to him out of 
the bush, “Moses, Moses!” And he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “Do not come near; take your 
sandals off your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground.” And he said, “I am the 
G-d of your father, the G-d of Abraham, the G-d of Isaac, and the G-d of Jacob.” And Moses hid his 
face, for he was afraid to look at G-d.” (Exodus 3:1–6)

Exodus 1:1 - 6:1


