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Resources:
• Website: www.jewishadventist.org 
A must website. To subscribe to our newsletter. To download some resources (Hebrew Sabbath School, 
and other documents). To order the book “Comfort, Comfort my people…” and many other things.
• Shalom Adventure Magazine online: www.ShalomAdventure.com 
If you would like to read articles, watch videos, learn things about Judaism and Israel, this website is just 
for you.
• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WJAFC: If you would like to share with people, this 
forum on facebook is a good place for that.
• Photos on Google+: https://get.google.com/albumarchive/1131446298409925652
91?source=pwa We have posted a lot of pictures on Internet during the last years. Don’t hesitate to 
look at them.
• Adventist Mission Website: http://wjafc.globalmissioncenters.org/ This website is the 
new resource provided by the Office of Adventist Mission of the General Conference of the Seventh-day 
Adventists.
• Russian Website: http://www.boruh.info/ This website is in Russian, many articles and the 
parasha are posted on it every week.

Professional Urban 
Development:
The WJAFC provides:

- Professional Urban 
training for Jewish 
Ministry

- Teaching for 
theological students

- Help to plant new 
congregations.

- Support for Adventist-
Jewish dialogue with 
scholars and rabbis
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We pray 
every week 
for the Jewish 
Friendship 
Ministry. I sug-
gest our part-
ners to pray 
from March 
5 to 11 for 
Ruslan Drumi,                       
and Sergiu 
Caraus who 
are the lead-
ers of the 
Russian Jewish 
Adventist con-
gregation in 
Chicago, USA. 
Let’s pray for 
their leadership 
and ministry.
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Carlos Muniz

NEWS
Health Center in Israel
v We are happy to see the achievement of a 
project which was started when Richard Elofer 
was still located in Israel. 

Indeed, a few years ago a “health Expo” was 
organized in Haifa, (North of Israel), by some 
members led by John and Emmanuel Lascu. 
It was a successful event, about 730 people at-
tended this exhibition on health and 230 among 
them applied to be members of a health club. 
Thus we understood that health work could be a 
great support for our ministry in Israel. 

With some Israel Field’s pastors ( John Lascu, 
Emmanuel Lascu, Shalom David) and mem-
bers we prayed and acted diligently to spread 
the idea of opening a new life and health center 
in Israel, which will promote health principles 
among Jews and Arabs. 

Richard Elofer, John and Emmanuel Lascu 
went to the ASI convention (a convention of 
Adventist business people), we advertised about 
this idea of a new life center in Israel in order 
to raise money for it. We approached several 
organization. Speaking to this project to Ste-
ven Grabiner, OCI President and Nicolae Dan, 
from the Health Center Herghelia, in Romania. 
Both of them were very interested by this idea 
even though the project was a project of several 
millions dollars and they started to make funds 
raising for this project. 

We met again in July 2015 for the last news 
about funds raising and the property to buy. We 
are finally happy that this dream become true, 

and OCI was able to buy a beautiful property in 
Galilee, near the site of Migdal, close to the see 
of Galilee.  

If any-
one is 
interest-
ed for a 
stay full 
of health 
in this 
c en t e r, 
p l e a s e 
contact 

Oksana and Daniela who are the managers for 
this lifestyle center. Oksana’s e-mail address is 
oksan4ik74@gmail.com. Daniela’s phone num-
ber is +972546878762. The center is still work-
ing on their website, as soon as it will be ready  
we will communicate it to our readers.

May G-d bless this center, to be an instrument 
in the hands of our members who will run it for 
the glory of our God.



entered only by the 
kohen gadol (high 
priest), and only 
once a year, on Yom 
Kippur. Here is the 
Ark that held the 
Ten Command-
ments inscribed on 
the two tablets of 
stone that G-d gave 
to the Jewish nation 
on Mount Sinai. All 
of the utensils and 
vessels, as well as the 
construction of the 
Mishkan (sanctu-
ary) , are described in 
great detail.

Ends and Means

The Torah states: “And 
the Almighty spoke 
to Moshe saying, 

‘Speak to the children of Israel 
that they take for me an offer-
ing” (Exodus 25:1-2). What 
link Terumah has with the last 
portion, Mishpatim? Rabbi 
Packouz says that Mishpatim 
teaches that according to jus-
tice and the letter of the law, 
a person’s money must be his 
own, and Terumah deals with 
donations to charity. Before a 
person gives money to charity, 
he must be very careful that 
his money was not acquired 
by cheating anyone else. If a 
person gives charity by steal-
ing from others, his charity 
is not considered charity. A 
mitzvah that someone would 
fulfill by means of violating 
other commandments is not 
considered a good deed.

When it comes to doing 
good deeds, the ends do not 
justify the means. Both the 
ends and the means must 
be in accordance with the 
teaching of the Torah.

My Offering

The Torah states, “The 
L-RD said to Moses, 
‘Speak to the people 

Parasha for  
this Week

Teruma
hDm…wrV;t 

Exodus 25:1 - 27:19
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Parasha Overview:
Teruma

G-d com-
mands 
Moshe to 

build a Mishkan 
(Sanctuary) and 
supplies him with 
detailed instruc-
tions. The Children 
of Israel are asked to 
contribute precious 
metals and stones, 
fabrics, skins, oil 
and spices. 
Description of  the 
Mishkan 
1. in the Mishkan’s 
outer courtyard 
are an altar for the 
burnt offerings and 
a laver for washing.
2. The Tent of 
Meeting is divided 
by a curtain into 
two chambers. 
- The outer chamber 
is accessible only 
to the kohanim 
(priests), the descen-
dants of Aharon. 
This contains the 
table of showbreads, 
the menorah, and 
the golden altar for 
incense. 

- The innermost 
chamber, the Holy 
of Holies, may be 

of Israel, that they take for me 
a contribution (terumah). From 
every man whose heart moves 
him you shall receive the con-
tribution for me (Terumati).” 
(Exodus 25:1–2). We have, in 
this verses, two times the word 
Terumah which is translated by 
“contribution” but means “of-
fering” The first one says Le 
Terumah “an offering for me” 
and the second one says: Et 
Terumati which means liter-
ally “my offering.” It is impor-
tant to understand first that in 
this text, it is about “offering” 
and not about “tithes.” There 
are people who give tithes and 
they consider that it is enough, 
they have made enough contri-
bution to the cause of G-d and 
use for themselves all the rest of 
the money in their possession, 
but according to the Bible, G-d 
is expecting from us not only 
the tithes but also offerings. 

In this text Hashem told 
Moshe to inform the Jewish 
people that the first thing 
each believer should do is 
Veyikchu li — “Take from

their earnings a portion 
for Me” and set it aside as 
terumah “offering” to be used 
for tzedakah (charity) causes. 
After doing this, you can 
be sure that when the time 
comes to take from them 

an offering for the Mishkan 
(sanctuary, or today for any 
other cause), they will give 
it graciously. Because tikchu 
et terumati — “they will not 
feel that you are taking their 
money, but instead they are 
giving offering from that 
which was already designated 
as ‘My offering’. literal mean-
ing of Terumati”

I May Dwell 
Among Them

When Hashem re-
quests Israel to 
build a Mishkan 

(sanctuary), He said, “They 
shall make Me a Sanctu-
ary that I may dwell among 
them (betocham) (Exodus 
25:8). Grammatically, Moshe 
should use the expression be-
tocho in the singular, “in it”. 
The Shelah (Isaiah ben Abra-
ham Horowitz (1555–1630), 
also known as the Shelah ha-
Kadosh) explains that, in addi-
tion to the physical Mishkan, 
Hashem requests that each 
believer should transform 
himself into a Sanctuary, so 
that G-d can dwell in them 
— in each and every believer. 
Thus the Torah adds, vechein 
ta’asu, (so shall you do) to in-
dicate that in addition to the 

construction of the physical 
Mishkan make yourself a 
Sanctuary for Hashem. 

This is  confirmed by 
Rabbi Shaul who affirms 
“Or do you not know that 
your body is a temple of the 
Ruach hakodesh (Holy Spirit) 
within you, whom you have 
from God? You are not your 
own,” (1 Corinthians 6:19), 
Hashem wants to live in us, 
he does it through the Ruach 
Hakodesh. The next ques-
tion is how to accomplish 
this in our lives? By living 
a life in harmony with the 
significance of all the details 
of the Mishkan. The Sanc-
tuary contained the Ark in 
the Holy of Holies (the most 
holy place). And in the Holy 
place three furniture the 
menorah, the table, and the 
altar. 

Let’s meditate on each of 
these furniture of the Taber-
nacle. 1) The Ark was placed 
in the most holy place of the 
sanctuary, and inside of it 
were placed the Ten Com-
mandments, which repre-
sented the law of G-d, the 
Torah. According to Jere-
miah, there would be a time 
when God would establish 
with the house of Israel a 
Brith Chadasha (a new cov-

enant), in the time of this 
Brith Chadasha G-d said: 
“I will put my law within 
them, and I will write it on 
their hearts. And I will be 
their God, and they shall 
be my people.” (Jeremiah 
31:33). Since the coming 
of Yeshua Hamashiach, we 
are living in the time of this 
Brith Chadasha, that is why 
the Ruach hakodesh is work-
ing in our hearts to write G-
d’s law in it. 

2) The menorah symboliz-
es the Light of G-d which is 
the Word of God. In Tehilim 
it is written “Your word is a 
lamp to my feet and a light to 
my path.” (Psalms 119:105), 
Only the Word of God can 
enlightened our path, our 
way of walking and living in 
this world, in fact our behav-
ior. However, let’s remember 
that according to the Apos-
tolic Writings Yeshua is the 
living Word of God, and the 
light (Menorah) who shines 
in this world “The true light, 
which gives light to every-
one, was coming into the 
world.” (John 1:9), our be-
havior should be influenced 
by the Word of God, which 
is light to our path, and by 
the Messiah who is the only 
true light in this world. 

“They shall make Me a 
sanctuary, and I will dwell 

among them”. (Exodus 25:8)

3) The Table, is the food we 
partake together, these foods 
should be kosher, that means 
in harmony with the will of 
G-d and each one should 
avoid all unclean food; but 
there is more, because on this 
table were placed the “bread 
of the presence” which were 
there to remind Israel that it 
is G-d who provides food, as 
he provided the “Manna” in 
the wilderness, he provides 
our daily food today. That 
is why before each meal we 
thank G-d for providing us 
the food we are eating. How-
ever, again these symbols 
of the sanctuary have a rich 
meaning. The Torah states: 
“And he humbled you and let 
you hunger and fed you with 
manna, which you did not 
know, nor did your fathers 
know, that he might make 
you know that man does 
not live by bread alone, but 
man lives by every word that 
comes from the mouth of the 
LORD.” (Deuteronomy 8:3), 
the manna was not only phys-
ical food, but also a remind-
ing that “man does not live by 
bread alone, but man lives by 
every word that comes from 
the mouth of the LORD” the 
Word of G-d should be our 
spiritual food every day, and 



Haftarah Overview
1Kings 5:12-6:13

The Sanctuary 
was used by 
Israel for about 

four hundred years 
before Solomon built the 
Temple in Jerusalem: 
“In the four hundred 
and eightieth year after 
the Israelites had come 
out of Egypt, in the 
fourth year of Solomon’s 
reign over Israel, in the 
month of Ziv, the sec-
ond month, he began to 
build the temple of the 
L-rd.” (1 Kings 6:1).

G-d was satisfied and 
blessed Solomon.  “The 
word of the L-rd came 
to Solomon: “As for this 
temple you are building, 
if you follow my decrees, 
carry out my regulations 
and keep all my com-
mands and obey them, 
I will fulfill through you 
the promise I gave to 
David your father. And I 
will live among the Isra-
elites and will not aban-
don my people Israel.” (1 
Kings 6:11-13).  

The spot on which the 
temple was built had 
long been regarded as a 
consecrated place. It was 
here that Abraham, the 
father of the faithful, 
had revealed his willing-
ness to sacrifice his only 
son in obedience to the 
command of the L-rd. 
Here G-d had renewed 
with Abraham the cov-
enant of blessing, which 
included the glorious 
Messianic promise to the 

human race of deliver-
ance through the sacrifice 
of the Son of the Most 
High. “I swear by myself, 
declares the L-rd, that 
because you have done 
this and have not with-
held your son, your only 
son, I will surely bless 
you and make your de-
scendants as numerous as 
the stars in the sky and as 
the sand on the seashore. 
Your descendants will 
take possession of the cit-
ies of their enemies, and 
through your offspring 
all nations on earth will 
be blessed, because you 
have obeyed me.” (Gen-
esis 22:16-18). Here it 
was that when David 
offered burnt offerings 
and peace offerings to 
stay the avenging sword 
of the destroying angel, 
G-d had answered him 
by fire from heaven (see 1 
Chronicles 21). And now 
once more the worship-
ers of Jehovah were here 
to meet their G-d and 
renew their vows of alle-
giance to Him. (PK37)

as Yeshua HaMashiach is the 
light in this world, he is also 
the Word of G-d, and the 
bread or Manna which was 
given to G-d’s people: “Ye-
shua said to them, ‘I am the 
bread of life; whoever comes 
to me shall not hunger, and 
whoever believes in me shall 
never thirst’.” (John 6:35). 

4) The altar is not the altar 
of holocaust, but the golden 
“altar of incense of acacia 
wood” (Exodus 37:25), this 
altar was placed on the Holy 
place next to the menorah 
and the table. This altar was 
used for the incenses, it is 
written: “And you shall put 
it in front of the veil that is 
above the ark of the testi-
mony, in front of the mercy 
seat that is above the testi-
mony, where I will meet with 
you. And Aaron shall burn 
fragrant incense on it. Every 
morning when he dresses 
the lamps he shall burn it” 
(Exodus 30:6–7), every day 
fragrant incenses were burnt 
in the tabernacle, the Ap-
ostolic Writings teaches us 
“golden bowls full of incense, 
which are the prayers of the 
saints.” (Revelation 5:8) and 
later “And another angel 
came and stood at the altar 
with a golden censer, and he 
was given much incense to 
offer with the prayers of all 
the saints on the golden altar 
before the throne, and the 
smoke of the incense, with 
the prayers of the saints, rose 

The text of the parasha is 
about the dwelling of God 
among his people “And let 

them make me a sanctuary, that I 
may dwell in their midst.” (Exo-
dus 25:8), it is the second tentative 
of G-d to be with his creation and 
his people. The first try was at cre-
ation, God created humanity to 
be with them, to love them, to be 
loved by them and to take care of all 
their needs “The LORD God took 
the man and put him in the garden 
of Eden to work it and keep it. . . 
. And they heard the sound of the 
LORD God walking in the garden 
in the cool of the day” (Genesis 2:15; 
3:8), but we know the result of this 
experience, it was a failure and G-d 
had to withdraw Himself from the 
earth. However, G-d did not give 
up, he continued to care for them 
from far, He protected them, and 
spoke to some of them Caïn, Abel, 
Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Ja-
cob and Moses. The time of Moses 
and Israel in the wilderness was a 
crucial time for G-d to try again 
to live with them, among them 
and in them. That is why He asked 
Moses to speak to Israel and to tell 
them to make  a sanctuary (Exo-
dus 25:8). The sanctuary was much 
more significant for G-d, than just 
to live among them. The sanctuary 
was a copy or a reflection of the true 
sanctuary or tent which is in heaven. 
To understand this Jewish concept, 
let’s read what Rabbi Mosh Alshich 
wrote on the Chabbad.org website: 
“Who can imagine that G-d’s Pres-
ence can be contained on earth, 
much less in a man-made structure! 
When Solomon beheld that the 
presence of G-d filled the Temple 
he had built, he was awed. … Our 
sages express this by stating that the 
sanctuary on earth is opposite G-d’s 
sanctuary in Heaven.” Reading the 
narration of the creation we don’t see 
any temple or sanctuary in heaven or 
in the Gan Eden, that is why in the 

Midrash it is written that “when Is-
rael erected the Tabernacle, G-d told 
the angels to erect a celestial coun-
terpart.” (Bamidbar Rabbah 12:12) 
This “celestial counterpart” or heav-
enly sanctuary is the one described 
in the letter written to Hebrews by 
a Rabbi in the Apostolic Writings 
(an old tradition assigns this letter to 
Rabbi Shaul) “We have such a high 
priest, one who is seated at the right 
hand of the throne of the Majesty in 
heaven, a minister in the holy places, 
in the true tent that the Lord set 
up, not man.” (Hebrews 8:1–2), the 
sanctuary or Mishkan is also called 
in the book of Exodus the “tent of 
meeting” Ohel Mo’ed, it was a porta-
ble structure to follow Israel during 
their travel in the wilderness, thus 
the heavenly sanctuary is called: “the 
true tent that the L-rd set up, not 
man” This tent was build in Heaven 
and served as a model “Exactly as I 
show you concerning the pattern of 
the tabernacle, and of all its furni-
ture, so you shall make it.” (Exo-
dus 25:9). G-d was concerned that 
Moses would copy the exact pattern 
shown, because every detail of the 
sanctuary had a meaning and a les-
son for the people of Israel. These 
lessons were written by the author 
of this letter 1950 years ago. The old 
age of this letter is important, be-
cause it demonstrates that these les-
sons are the Jewish understanding 
of the Sanctuary and its meaning 
before the Jewish-Christian polemic 
and conflict. Here is the teaching 
of a Pharisee, Doctor of the Torah 
who wrote about Sanctuary services: 
“They serve a copy and shadow of 
the heavenly things. For when Mo-
ses was about to erect the tent, he 
was instructed by God, saying, “See 
that you make everything accord-
ing to the pattern that was shown 
you on the mountain.” (Hebrews 
8:5). Why a shadow of the heav-
enly things? Because “Mashiach has 
obtained a ministry that is as much 

more excellent than the old as the 
covenant he mediates is better, since 
it is enacted on better promises.” 
(Hebrews 8:6), a sentence like this 
one could be difficult to Jewish ears, 
but we have to understand the rea-
soning of the Rabbi-author, without 
prejudice and presuppositions. With 
the coming of Mashiach, the old 
things cannot continue in the same 
way, that is why this author refers to 
the Brit Chadasha (New covenant) 
announced by the prophet Jeremiah 
“For if that first covenant had been 
faultless, there would have been no 
occasion to look for a second. For, he 
finds fault with them when he says: 
‘Behold, the days are coming, de-
clares the Lord, when I will establish 
a new covenant with the house of 
Israel and with the house of Judah’” 
(Hebrews 8:7–8). The New covenant 
is not an invention of the Christian 
church, it is a necessity announced 
by the prophets of Israel. The Chris-
tian failure, not able to keep the 
Torah when the text said explicitly 
“I will put my Torah (Torati) into 
their minds, and write them on 
their hearts” (Hebrews 8:10) is not 
an excuse to reject everything. We 
have to look at what is written in 
the Tanach and to try to do better 
than them. Then what is the teach-
ing of this tent or sanctuary: “But 
when Mashiach appeared as a Co-
hen Gadol (high priest) of the good 
things that have come, then through 
the greater and more perfect Ohel 
(tent) —not made with hands, that 
is, not of this creation— he entered 
once for all (tamid) into the holy 
places (Kodesh), not by means of 
the blood of goats and calves but by 
means of his own blood, thus secur-
ing an eternal redemption (olamim 
Geulah).” (Hebrews 9:11–12), this 
Geulah is according to the Rebbe, 
“the purpose for which HaShem 
created the world.” Let’s continue to 
study the purpose of the Ohel, Mish-
kan or Sanctuary.

Apostolic Writings — Hebrew 8:1-9:12
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before God from the hand of 
the angel.” (Revelation 8:3–4), 
these fragrant incenses which 
rose towards heaven as pleas-
ing aromas to the Lord were 
conveying the prayers of the 
saints. In our daily spiritual 
life, being a Temple of G-d 
where the Ruach Hakodesh 
dwells, it is crucial to pres-
ent to our L-rd our prayers, 
prayers of thanks and grati-
tude, prayers of adoration and 
worship, prayers of request and 
petition. All kind of prayers 
are like these incenses of pleas-
ing aroma to the L-rd. All 
these will contribute to trans-
form our body as a spiritual 
temple: “your body is a temple 
of the Holy Spirit within you, 
whom you have from God” (1 
Corinthians 6:19).

The Faces Of 
The Cherubs

According to the Jew-
ish tradition, the 
Ark contained the 

broken tablets as well as the 
second set of the Ten Com-
mandments, the Torah scroll 
that Moshe wrote and a jar of 
manna. The cover of the Ark 
was made out of pure gold and 
had two Cherubs hammered 
out of the same piece of gold. 
The Torah states that: “The 
Cherubs shall be with wings 
spread upward, sheltering the 
Cover with their wings with 
their faces toward one an-
other; toward the Cover shall 
be the faces of the Cherubs.” 

(Exodus 25:20)
According to Rabbi Ovadia 

Seforno (15th century Italian 
commentator) the upward 
spread wings teach that the 
goal of life is to ascend in our 
spiritual and intellectual quest 
to understand God’s plan and 
how He interacts with us. The 
faces of the Cherubs inclined 
downward toward the Ark 
which held the Torah teach 
that the means to understand 
God is through understanding 
His Word. The Cherubs 
faced each other to teach 
that we must interact with 
other human beings to both 
share and clarify the wisdom 
of God’s Word; additionally, 
we must be responsible to 
treat each other with respect 
and responsibility for each 
other — to think not only of 
oneself, but also for others.

Following Rashi, Rabbi 
Zalman Sorotzkin (a 
Lithuanian Rav known as the 
Lutzker Rav) comments that 
the Cherubs were in the form 
of young children to teach 
that childhood education 
should be grounded in the 
Word. Just as the cherubs 
were hammered out of the 
same block of gold as the Ark 
cover itself (i.e., they were 
“one” with the Torah), the 
young children’s education 
should be based in the Bible. 
This will give them the values 
and perspectives they need in 
order to live as true believers 
rooted in God’s people.

“Make an ark of acacia wood, 2 
and a half cubits long, 1 and a half 
cubits wide, and 1 and a half cubits 
high. (...) Make two golden cherubs, 
hammering them out from the two 

ends of the cover.” (Exodus 25:10,18)



Inspirational 
Corner

v The liberal-
ity of the Jews in the 
construction of the 
tabernacle and the 
erection of the temple 
illustrates a spirit of 
benevolence which has 
not been equaled by 
Christians of any later 
date. They had just 
been freed from their 
long bondage in Egypt 
and were wanderers 
in the wilderness; yet 
scarcely were they de-
livered from the armies 
of the Egyptians who 
pursued them in their 
hasty journey, when 
the word of the Lord 
came to Moses, saying: 
“Speak unto the chil-
dren of Israel, that they 
bring Me an offer-
ing: of every man that 
giveth it willingly with 
his heart ye shall take 
My offering.” Exodus 
25:2. (CCh 273) 

Inspirational 
Corner

v God com-
manded Moses for 
Israel, “Let them 
make Me a sanctu-
ary; that I may dwell 
among them” ( Exo-
dus 25:8), and He 
abode in the sanctu-
ary, in the midst of 
His people. Through 
all their weary wan-
dering in the desert, 
the symbol of His 
presence was with 
them. So Messiah 
set up His tabernacle 
in the midst of our 
human encamp-
ment. He pitched 
His tent by the side 
of the tents of men, 
that He might dwell 
among us, and make 
us familiar with His 
divine character and 
life. “And the Word 
became flesh and 
dwelt among us, 
and we have seen his 
glory,  glory as of the 
only Son from the 
Father, full of grace 
and truth.” John 1:14 
(DA 23). 

I am Taking Too Little

The Talmudic sage Mar 
Ukva had a poor neigh-
bor.  Each day, he threw 

four Zuzim through a hole in 
the man’s door so that the per-
son would not know his identity.  
One day, Mar Ukva and his wife 
stopped by the neighbor’s house 
to throw in the four Zuzim.  But 
as they did, the poor man opened 
the door.  Afraid that the man 
would be embarrassed to see 
his benefactor, Mar Ukva and 
his wife ran and hid in a large 
oven used for baking bread.  The 
coals in the oven were still hot 
and Mar Ukva burnt his feet.  
However, his wife’s feet were not 
affected at all. So she suggested 
that he place his feet on hers to 
avoid further pain. “We both 
give charity, so why is it that my 
feet burnt while yours didn’t?” 
Asked Mar Ukva His wife re-
plied: “The reason is that you 
perform the mitzvah of charity 
by giving money, yet, the poor 
cannot benefit from this imme-
diately for they must still buy 
food.  But I am in the house and 
when a poor person comes I give 
them food which they eat right 
away and benefit immediately!”
Mar Ukva’s charity was 
legendary.  Every erev Yom 
Kippur,  he would send a poor 
person a certain amount of 
money.  Once, he sent the 
money with his son, but the boy 
came back with it.  He told his 
father, “The person doesn’t need 
your money!  When I came to 
his house, I saw him eating a 
festive meal and drinking good 
wine!” “I didn’t realize what this 
man’s needs were,” Mar Ukva 

said to his son.  “Obviously he 
needs more than what I gave 
him.” Mar Ukva immediately 
doubled the amount and told his 
son to bring it to the person!

Before Mar Ukva passed away 
he asked that an accounting of 
all the money he distributed for 
charity be brought before him.  It 
amounted to a very large sum. Yet, 
Mar Ukva wasn’t satisfied.  “I’m 
taking too little with me for such 
a long journey!”  He stated.  He 
then took half of all his posses-
sions and distributed it to charity.

Who Support Whom

After his marriage, Rabbi 
Eliezer Gordon, the 
founder of the Telshe 

Yeshiva, was supported by his 
father-in-law, Rabbi Avraham 
Yitzchak Neviezer, so that he 
could devote himself fully to To-
rah learning and develop into a 
Gadol (Sage). As his family be-
gan to grow, and he was offered 
various rabbinical positions, Reb 
Eliezer sought to relieve his fa-
ther-in-law of this financial bur-
den. He asked his permission to 
accept a rabbinical position and 
begin to support himself. De-
spite difficult financial times, 
Reb Avraham Yitzchak refused 
to permit him to do so. When 
Reb Avraham Yitzchak’s wife 
asked him how long he intended 
to support their daughter and 
son-in-law’s family, he respond-
ed, “My dear wife, who knows 
who is supporting whom...” 
Finally the prestigious rabbini-
cal position in Eisheshok was 
offered to Reb Eliezer, and his 
father-in-law could no longer de-
tain him. The day after the Gor-
don family left for Eisheshok, 
Reb Avraham Yitzchak died. It 

then became clear who had been 
supporting whom. 

With Hashem’s Help

A man once approached 
Rabbi Yehuda Assad for 
advice. “There is an old, 

run-down store in the down-
town area of the city. I can get 
it a very reasonable price. I think 
that with my marketing skills I 
may be able to turn that loca-
tion into a profitable venture. 
Do you think I should buy it?” 
Rav Assad made a face. “I don’t 
think that it would be prudent 
to enter  that part of the city for 
a business venture.” The man 
left somewhat dejected.

A few days later another man 
entered the Rabbi’s study with 
the identical question about the 
same property. “There is an old, 
run-down store in the downtown 
area of the city. I can get it a very 
reasonable price. I think that 
with my marketing skills, and 
of course with Hashem’s help, I 
may be able to turn that location 
into a profitable venture. Do you 
think I should buy it?”

This time Rabbi Assad nodded 
in approval. “I think you should 
make a go of it. I have no doubts 
that it will be a success.”

When word got out that the 
Rabbi was behind this new 
endeavor, the first man stormed 
into his study quite upset. “Why 
did the you tell me not to buy 
the property and then tell my 
friend just the opposite?” He 
demanded. “My dear student,” 
answered the Rabbi, “there is a 
great difference. Your friend took 
in a partner. He said that with 
the help of Hashem he could 
make a go of it. When someone 
includes Hashem in his plans, I 
am sure that he will succeed!”

StorieS and traditionS
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“Moreover, you shall make the tabernacle with ten curtains of fine twined linen 
and blue and purple and scarlet yarns; you shall make them with cherubim skill-
fully worked into them. The length of each curtain shall be twenty-eight cubits, and 
the breadth of each curtain four cubits; all the curtains shall be the same size. Five 
curtains shall be coupled to one another, and the other five curtains shall be coupled 
to one another. And you shall make loops of blue on the edge of the outermost 
curtain in the first set. Likewise you shall make loops on the edge of the outermost 
curtain in the second set. Fifty loops you shall make on the one curtain, and fifty 
loops you shall make on the edge of the curtain that is in the second set; the loops 
shall be opposite one another. And you shall make fifty clasps of gold, and couple 
the curtains one to the other with the clasps, so that the tabernacle may be a single 
whole.” (Exodus 26:1–6).

Exodus 25:1 - 27:19


