We pray every week for
the leaders of the Jewish
Ministry,

• Website: www.jewishadventist.org

A must website. To subscribe to our newsletter. To download some resources (Hebrew Sabbath School,
and other documents). To order the book “Comfort, Comfort my people…” and many other things.
•

Professional Urban
Development:
The WJAFC provides:
- Professional Urban
training for Jewish
Ministry
- Teaching for
theological students

Shalom Adventure Magazine online: www.ShalomAdventure.com

If you would like to read articles, watch videos, learn things about Judaism and Israel, this website is just
for you.
• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WJAFC: If you would like to share with people, this
forum on facebook is a good place for that.

• Photos on Google+: https://get.google.com/albumarchive/1131446298409925652
91?source=pwa We have posted a lot of pictures on Internet during the last years. Don’t hesitate to
look at them.

• Adventist Mission Website: http://wjafc.globalmissioncenters.org/ This website is the

new resource provided by the Office of Adventist Mission of the General Conference of the Seventh-day
Adventists.
• Russian Website: http://www.boruh.info/ This website is in Russian, many articles and the
parasha are posted on it every week.
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Alexandra Obrevko

Montevideo
Uruguay,
Let’s pray for
these two
friends, their con-
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related to the

- Help to plant new
congregations.
- Support for AdventistJewish dialogue with
scholars and rabbis

Shabbat — Toldot

Shabbat Shalom Newsletter

Resources:

tacts and leadership.

Rachel Hyman in New Zealand
v

Rachel Hyman is a successful professional singer, she has sung in many concert
in Europe, in Australia and New Zealand.
We are happy to share with our readers some
photos from her tour in New Zealand.

Immersion in Venezuela

v It

is always a pleasure to share good
news in this newsletter, we have received
the wonderful news from Beth Bnei Tzion in Caracas, Venezuela, that they had
a service of immersion with three new
members. Congratulation Jorge Perez
for your wonderful work, we pray that
the Lord will give you more fruits in the
future. Here are some pictures from this
service.

Parasha Overview:

Toldot

Parasha for
this Week

A

fter 20 years
of marriage,
Yitzchak’s
prayers are answered
and Rivka conceives
twins. The pregnancy is
extremely painful. G-d
reveals to Rivka that the
suffering is a microcosmic prelude to the worldwide conflict that will
rage between the two
great nations descended
from these twins.
According to the
Jewish tradition Eisav
represents “Rome” and
ultimately the “Goyim”
or “nations” and Yaakov
represents Israel.
Eisav is born, and then
Yaakov, holding onto Eisav’s heel. They grow and
Eisav becomes a hunter,
a man of the physical
world, whereas Yaakov
sits in the tents of Torah
developing his spiritual
life. On the day of their
grandfather Avraham’s
funeral, Yaakov is cooking lentils, the traditional mourner’s meal. Eisav
rushes in, ravenous from
a hard days hunting, and
sells his birthright (and
its concomitant spiritual
responsibilities) for a
bowl of lentils, demonstrating his unworthiness for the position of
firstborn.
A famine strikes
Canaan and Yitzchak

“Once when Jacob was cooking stew, Esau
came in from the field, and he was exhausted. And Esau said to Jacob, “Let me eat
some of that red stew, for I am exhausted!””
(Genesis 25:29–30 ESV)

Toldot
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Genesis 25:19-28:9

Yitzchak,
Abraham’s Son

T

he Parasha starts with
these words “These
are the generations of
Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham fathered Isaac,” (Genesis 25:19). Knowing that to
write on parchment in the
time of Moses was not easy
and each word requires an effort, we can ask the question:
Why does the Torah repeats
that Yitzchak was the son of
Avraham and that Avraham
was the father of Yitzchak?
Just one affirmation would
have been enough. The Jewish tradition tries to answer
this question, comparing the
beginning of the genealogy
of Ishmael at the end of the
previous parasha. It is written:
“These are the generations
of Ishmael, Abraham’s son,
whom Hagar the Egyptian,
Sarah’s servant, bore to Abraham.” (Genesis 25:12). Here
it is said that Ishmael was
the son of Abraham, but not
repeating that Abraham was
the father of Ishmael. And
when we go to the genealogy
of Eisav, it is not written that
Eisav was the son of Yitzchak
or even that Yitzchak fathered
Eisav (Genesis 36:1). The
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answer goes that way “When
one met Yitzchak and complimented him for being what he is
(the Jews say a tsaddik or “righteous”), Yitzchak would modestly, respond: “I am really insignificant. The only great thing
about me is that I am the son of
a great father, Abraham.” And
when one praised Avraham for
his stature and greatness (Abraham was very much respected in
his time), he would answer: “All
this is insignificant. The only
important thing is that I have
a son such as Yitzchak.” Thus,
Yitzchak would pride himself
with his father Avraham, and
Avraham was proud that he had
a son such as Yitzchak. That is
what is reflected in this verse of
the parasha.

The Red Stew

T

he Torah affirm: “And
Yaakov said, ‘Sell me
this day your birthright.’” (Genesis 25:31). The
word Kayom “this day” —
seems superfluous. “Sell me
your birthright” would be
enough. Yaakov negotiated
the birthright on the day of
Avraham’s passing. The Jewish
tradition says that Yaakov and
Eisav were 15 on that day, we
know that When Yaakov and

Eisav were born, Yitzchak was
60 years old (Genesis 25:26).
Since Avraham was 100 years
old when Yitzchak was born, he
was 160 years old when Yaakov
and Eisav were born. Abraham
died when he was 175 years old,
that means Yaakov and Eisav
were 15 years old.
On that day a lot of people
went into deep mourning and
gloom, even dignitaries wept
openly. People from all walks
of life came to pay final tribute to the greatest and most
beloved figure of their generation. The only one absent at
the funeral was Eisav.
After the funeral Yaakov
returned home to prepare the
mourner’s meal. Suddenly
Eisav dashed in “from the
field.” Instead of weeping the
great loss, he had gone hunting. Yaakov was shocked and
ashamed. How could a grandson be so brutally insensitive?
At that moment, Yaakov resolved to acquire the birthright. He therefore said to Eisav, “Sell me your birthright,
today — because of what happened on this day. As a firstborn, you are destined to lead
the worship service. A morally
callous hunter like yourself is
unworthy of so lofty a spiritual identity.”

However, even though
the request of Eisav was
expressed in the following
way: “Let me eat some of
that red stew, for I am exhausted!” (Genesis 25:30),
Yaakov gave him more,
“Then Jacob gave Eisav
bread and lentil stew” (Genesis 25:34), he gave him not
only the “the red stew” but
also “bread”. The Jewish tradition says that when Eisav
came from the field he was
terribly hungry It would not
have been right of Yaakov to
take advantage of the situation and tell Eisav that if he
did not sell him the bechora
(birthright), he would let
him die from hunger.
Yaakov knew that Eisav
would claim that he was under hard time during the sale,
and thus, it was null and void.
Wanting to make sure that
Eisav would not have any regret about the sale, he first
gave him enough bread to
stave off his hunger. When
Eisav was no longer hungry,
Yaakov asked him if he still
wanted the lentil soup in
exchange for the birthright.
Eisav was then relaxed and
with his free will exchanged
his birthright for a pot of
lentil soup.

Yaakov Asked for
Yitzchak’s Blessing

T

he Torah states: “And
he came to his father
and said, ‘My father,’
and he said, ‘Here I am’; who
are you, my son?’” (Genesis
27:18) Yaakov came trembling
to his father and say only one
word “Avi” (my father), and
not the complete sentence
to invite him to eat. When
Yitzchak asked, “Who are
you?” Yaakov was convinced
that Yitzchak did not recognize his voice, and that it
was safe for him to continue
speaking. He then invited
his father to eat the meal he
prepared for him and to bless
him. “I have done as you told
me; now sit up and eat of my
game, that your soul may bless
me.” (Genesis 27:19).

Blessings from
Yitzchak

T

he Torah states: “When
Isaac was old and his
eyes were dim so that
he could not see, he called Eisav
his older son and said to him,
‘My son’; and he answered,
‘Here I am.’ He said, ‘Behold, I
am old; I do not know the day
of my death. Now then, take

your weapons, your quiver and
your bow, and go out to the field
and hunt game for me, and prepare for me delicious food, such
as I love, and bring it to me so
that I may eat, that my soul may
bless you before I die.’ ” (Genesis 27:1–4). If the voice and the
hands seemed to be of two different people, then there was a
strong doubt as to the person’s
identity. Normally Yitzchak
should have doubted that Eisav
was there with him for the berachot. But Yitzchak went to the
end of the process, why?
Here is an explanation:
Yitzchak told Eisav that he
would like to give him the berachot (blessings) but requested
that he should first bring him
food. Eisav remembered that
the birthright did not belong
to him anymore, that is why he
was reluctant to go. Thus, he
pleaded with his father to give
him the blessings immediately,
and he would bring him food
afterwards. He did not say to his
father, that he was not anymore
the firstborn, he told his father
that Yaakov was very sly and he
feared that during the time he
would be away, Yaakov would
sneak in and steal the berachot.
Yitzchak said to Eisav, “Indeed you are well aware that
Yaakov has a refined character
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thinks of escaping to
Egypt, but G-d tells
him that because he was
bound as a sacrifice, he
has become holy and must
remain in the Holy Land.
He relocates to Gerar in
the land of the Philistines,
where, to protect Rivka,
he has to say she is his
sister.
The Philistines grow
jealous of Yitzchak when
he becomes immensely
wealthy, and Avimelech
the king asks him to leave.
Yitzchak re-digs three
wells dug by his father.
Avimelech, seeing that
Yitzchak is blessed by
G-d, makes a treaty with
him.
When Yitzchak senses
his end approaching, he
summons Eisav to give
him his blessings. Rivka,
acting on a prophetic
command that the blessings must go to Yaakov,
arranges for Yaakov to
impersonate Eisav and
receive the blessings.
When Eisav in frustration reveals to his father
that Yaakov has bought
the birthright, Yitzchak
realizes that the birthright has been bestowed
correctly on Yaakov and
confirms the blessings he
has given Yaakov.
Eisav vows to kill
Yaakov, so Rivka sends
Yaakov to her brother
Lavan where he may find
a suitable wife.

“And he moved from there and
dug another well, and they did not
quarrel over it. So he called its name
Rehoboth, saying, ‘For now the Lord
has made room for us, and we shall be
fruitful in the land’.” (Genesis 26:22)

Haftarah Overview

T

Malachi 1:1-2:7

his week’s Parasha is about Yaakov and Eisav.
“The first came out red,
all his body like a hairy
mantle; so they named
him Eisav. Afterward his
brother came out, with
his hand gripping Eisav’s
heel; so he was named
Jacob. Isaac was sixty
years old when she bore
them.” (Genesis 25-26).
The Haftarah is also
about Yaakov and Eisav.
“I have loved you, says
the L-rd. But you say,
“How have you loved
us?” Is not Eisav Jacob’s
brother? Says the L-rd.
Yet I have loved Jacob”
(Malachi 1:1)
In the Haftarah the
priests and the leaders
deserved the reproaches
of G-d “A son honors his
father, and a servant his
master. If then I am a father, where is my honor?
And if I am a master,
where is my fear? Says
the L-rd of hosts to you,
O priests, who despise
my name. But you say,

and speaks very politely. On
the other hand, you speak
roughly and without any respect. If Yaakov will try to fool
me, he will imitate your voice
and speak in a very rough manner. Therefore, I advise you that
when you bring the food, speak
very gently. This will be the
sign that you are really Eisav.”
The Torah relates that
Rivkah overheard the conversation between Yitzchak and
Eisav: “Now Rivkah was listening when Isaac spoke to his
son Eisav. So when Eisav went
to the field to hunt for game and
bring it, Rivkah said (amrah) to
her son Jacob, saying (lemor), “I
heard your father speak to your
brother Eisav,” (Genesis 27:5–
6). The word amrah from the
infinitive lemor usually means
to say something to others. It
is strange that Rivkah repeated
twice the verb lemor. According to the above-mentioned
explanation and according to
the Jewish tradition, it is understood that Rivkah was advising Yaakov how to get the
blessings. Thus, she told him
“lemor” to speak in his regular
tone of voice when he came before his father, because “I heard
your father speaking to Eisav
your brother “lemor” to talk to
him in your tone of voice.” Yaakov came before Yitzchak and
spoke with G-d’s name on his
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tongue. Yitzchak
thought to himself, “The first sign
is true, and Eisav is
following instructions. Let me make sure he really is Eisav.” He instructed him
to come closer so that he could
feel if his skin was hairy. After
inspecting him, Yitzchak said,
“Now that I have two signs: the
voice is that of Yaakov and the
hands are those of Eisav, indeed
he is my son Eisav and I shall
bless him.”

The Voice and
The Hands

J

ews are not only reading
the Torah literally, but also
spiritually, that is why the
Midrash comments on this
verse: “The voice is the voice
of Jacob, but the hands are
the hands of Eisav.” (Genesis
27:22), that Eisav has hands
against the voice of Jacob. This
means that when the “voice of
Jacob,” the voice and sound of
Torah is heard, the “hands of
Eisav,” the threats of our enemies
have no power. It is likewise in
reverse, when the voice of Torah is weakened, the “hands
of Eisav” may overcome. This
has already come to pass with
the destruction of Jerusalem,
as stated by the prophet: “For
what reason was the land lost?
Because they had forsaken My
Torah ...” (Jeremiah 9: 11-12).
Thus let’s be faithful to the
Torah in order to be blessed.

A Second Blessing

Y

itzchak Called Yaakov
and blessed him a second time: “Yitzchak
summoned Yaakov and blessed
him” (Genesis 28:1a) then he
gave his a very special instruction: “Do not take a wife from
the Canaanite women.” (Genesis 28:1b) All parents wish that
their son should marry a girl
who comes from a nice family.
Unfortunately, many endeavors
to accomplish this by means of
intimidation, threats, and vociferous disapproval: “If you marry
this girl we will disinherit you,”
or “we will not come to the wedding” or “you are embarrassing
our family.” In reality this will
accomplish very little.
The proper way for parents to
gain children’s love is by showing
them that they care for them and
then, out of respect, they will in
turn not want to do anything
that may hurt their parents.
Therefore, the first thing
Yitzchak did was, “he blessed
him.” With this he showed him
how much he cared about him
and that he was concerned for
his success. Once a good relationship was established, he used
the opportunity to ask him a favor, that he not marry a girl from
the daughters of Canaan.
From Yitzchak we can learn
the best way to communicate
with our children. His method
is described by the popular proverb: “You can catch more flies
with honey than with vinegar.”

T

Apostolic Writings — Hebrews 12:16-17

he Apostolic Writings are echoing
what is written in
the Tanach and especially in
the Torah. The stories of the
Torah are for our instruction as Rabbi Shaul said
“Now these things occurred
as examples to keep us from
setting our hearts on evil
things as they did.” (1 Corinthians 10:6).
The text of Hebrews in the
Apostolic Writings is speaking about the text of the parasha for this week. It is said:
“See that no one is sexually
immoral, or is godless like
Eisav, who for a single meal
sold his inheritance rights as
the oldest son. Afterward, as
you know, when he wanted
to inherit this blessing, he
was rejected. He could bring
about no change of mind,
though he sought the blessing
with tears.” (Hebrews 12:16–
17). These words give us some
light on the character of Eisav, and this light helps us to
understand what happened
exactly. I have heard so many
wrong comments on the experience of Yaakov and Eisav. Most of the preachers or
commentators are very tough
with Yaakov who “cheated”
his father and his brother.
However, if Yaakov went
to his father to get his blessing instead of Eisav, it was
first because event though
his father did not know, he
was now the firstborn (let’s
remember that Eisav exchanged his firstborn right
for a soup of lentil) and it
was also on the instigations
of Rivka, his mother, who
heard the conversation between Yitzchak and Eisav,
and knew that Yaakov was

the right one.
Most of the time, mothers know the true character
of their sons and daughters.
They pass much more time
with them than their fathers.
Abraham instructed Rivka about G-d’s promise, the
prophecies of glorious future
and the gift of the land and
so on. She heard him about
many others promises given
by G-d. And as we have
seen in the text of Genesis,
Abraham knew the Torah and its laws, “Abraham
obeyed My voice, and kept
My charge, My commandments, My statutes, and
My laws.” (Genesis 26:5),
it is not written here about
a few commandments such
as tithing (Genesis 14:20) or
circumcising (Genesis 17:10)
but all G-d’ laws, since the
text speaks about “commandments”
(Mitzvot),
“statutes” (Chukim) and laws
(Torotay), he kept the Shabbat, he made the sacrifices,
he did not commit adultery
and did not kill etc…
Rivka discovered that
Yaakov was much more inclined to be like Abraham,
and Yitzchak, keeping the
commandments.
Yaakov
was 15 years old when his
grand-father
Abraham
died, that is why we can
be sure that before 15, he
went to the tent of Abraham hearing and studying
with him the stories of their
ancestors, his exodus from
Mesopotamia, to come to
the land of Canaan in order
to obey G-d’s order, and the
Torah. He heard from his
father, Yitzchak, these stories too. Rivkah observed
her two boys, she discov-

ered that Yaakov deserved
the spiritual blessings. It is
revealed in the book of Hebrews that Eisav was “godless”, Eisav was a man of the
field, a wild man, who had
no other G-d than himself, he did not care about
the feelings of his father
and mother when he married a Canaanite lady, even
though he knew that would
not please his parents. It is
surprising to meet someone
who was living about 3,700
years who had no G-d. In
our days and with our vocabulary we would say that
Eisav was an atheist. The
father of atheism. He rejected God, his promises,
and his inheritance rights
for a meal.
Yaakov and Rivka knew
exactly who was Eisav that
is why they accepted to play
this drama with their father
and husband, Yitzchak.
The text of Hebrews tells
us something more “he was
rejected. He could bring
about no change of mind”
(17); Eisav was rejected,
who rejected him, not his
father, his father was ready
to give him his main and
first blessings, thus he was
rejected by G-d who knew
that Eisav could not deserve the spiritual blessings.
After the drama of Yaakov
and Rivkah, the blind father “opened his eyes” and
understood who was Eisav,
he made his mind and even
though he discovered what
happened he did not want
to change the order of the
blessings, he understood
that Rivka was right in her
analysis and her choice for
the spiritual inheritance.
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‘How have we despised
your name?’ By offering
polluted food upon my
altar. But you say, ‘How
have we polluted you?’
By saying that the L-rd’s
table may be despised.
When you offer blind
animals in sacrifice, is that
not evil? And when you
offer those that are lame
or sick, is that not evil?
Present that to your governor; will he accept you or
show you favor? says the
L-rd of hosts.” (Malachi
1:6–8).
The Prophet Malachi is
the voice of G-d and says
that G-d is not happy with
what happens in the temple. “Oh, that someone
among you would shut the
temple doors, so that you
would not kindle fire on
my altar in vain!” (Mal.
1:10). But there is hope:
For the lips of a priest
should guard knowledge,
and people should seek instruction from his mouth,
for he is the messenger of
the L-rd of hosts. (Malachi 2:7)

Stories and Traditions
A Legend

T

Inspirational
Corner

v Many fail to understand the relation of faith
and works. They say,
“Only believe in Messiah, and you are safe.
You have nothing to do
with keeping the law.”
But genuine faith will be
manifest in obedience.
Concerning the father of
the faithful the Lord declares, “Abraham obeyed
My voice, and kept My
charge, My commandments, My statutes, and
My laws.” (Genesis 26:5).
{ EP 95 }

here is a legend about
Rivkah’s
children
struggling in her
womb when she was pregnant
(Genesis 25:22) It is said that
when Rivkah passed the yeshivah (Biblical or Talmudic
School) of Shem (Melchitsedek), Yaakov wanted to jump
out of her womb, and when she
passed a place of idol worship,
Eisav wanted to jump out.
And another legend says that
when a child is in his mother’s
womb an angel teaches him
the entire Torah and when he
come to birth, another angel
touch his lips and forgot everything (Niddah 30b). Thus
the legend teaches that In the
“yeshivah” in his mother’s
womb (where the Torah was
taught to Yaakov and Eisav by
an angel, his chaver or classmate would be Eisav. Yaakov
was greatly concerned about
having good friends. Therefore, he was willing to give up
the opportunity of an angel
teaching him Torah in order
to go to a yeshivah where he
would have good chaveirim
(friends) and not be in the
company of Eisav.
This legend was certainly
taught to Jewish children
in order to motivate them
to make a good choice of
friends and to study diligently at school.

The Voice and
the Hands

R
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av Abba ben Kahana
said: The heathens
had a great prophet,

Oenomaos of Gadara (who
lived in the second century
C.E.). This prophet was asked:
can we overcome this nation
of Israel? He answered Go to
their synagogues and schools,
if the children are intoning
their lessons you cannot prevail against them, but if not
you can succeed. For so their
patriarch (Yitzchak) promised them when he said the
voice is the voice of Jacob but
the hands are the hands of Eisav. This means that as long as
the voice of Jacob is heard in
the synagogue and school, the
hands of Eisav remain powerless. (Lamentations Rabbah).

Honoring
Parents

T

he story is told of
Rabbi Yehoshua ben
Ilem who was once
told in a dream, “Be happy,
for you and a butcher named
Nanas will be neighbors in
the World-to-Come.” Upon
awakening, Rabbi Yehoshua
was quite shaken. He had
devoted all his time to studying torah and fulfilling commandments; how could an ordinary butcher have sufficient
merit to be his neighbor in the
World-to-Come?
Rabbi Yehoshua traveled
with his students from town
to town until he found Nanas,
the butcher. Overwhelmed
that a famous sage came to
visit him, Nanas humbly
asked Rabbi Yehoshua why
he had come. When Rabbi
Yehoshua asked him what
mitzvot he was performing,
Nanas replied, “I have elderly

parents who are helpless. I
give them food and drink, and
wash and dress them daily.”
Upon hearing this, Rabbi
Yehoshua kissed him on his
head and said, “I am truly
fortunate to have you as my
neighbor in the World-toCome!” (Seder HaDoros, p.
196).

Kids Parasha Toldot
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Never too late
Never too early

O

ur sages explain
that while they were
small, the difference
between Eisav and Yaakov
wasn’t as noticeable. Only
when the boys reached Bar
Mitzvah, the age of thirteen,
was there a noticeable difference between Eisav and Yaakov. Eisav spent his time in
the fields hunting and stealing
while Jacob devoted his time
in prayer and study.
At what age does a child’s
education begin?
Here is what the Talmud
says about Rabbi Yehoshua,
who was one of the greatest
Talmudic scholars.
Rabbi
Yochanan ben Zakai, credited
Rabbi Yehoshua’s mother
for her son’s great Torah
knowledge. Each day she
would bring her infant son to
the study hall where they were
studying Torah, so that he
would absorb the holy words
of the Torah even while still
in his crib! Just like it is never
too late to learn Torah, it is
never too early!

v v

Genesis 25:19- 28:9
“These are the generations of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham fathered
Isaac, and Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah, the daughter of
Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, the sister of Laban the Aramean, to
be his wife. And Isaac prayed to the L-rd for his wife, because she was barren. And the L-rd granted his prayer, and Rebekah his wife conceived. The
children struggled together within her, and she said, “If it is thus, why is this
happening to me?” So she went to inquire of the L-rd.” (Genesis 25:19–22)
http://www.bnai-tikkun.org.nz
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v This same covenant was renewed to
Abraham (Genesis
22:18). Abraham trusted in Messiah for the
forgiveness of sins. It
was this faith that was
accounted unto him
for righteousness. The
covenant with Abraham also maintained
the authority of God’s
Torah. The testimony
of God was, “Abraham
obeyed My voice, and
kept My charge, My
commandments, My
statutes, and My laws.”
(Genesis 26:5). Though
this covenant was
made with Adam and
renewed to Abraham,
it could not be ratified until the death of
Messiah. It had existed
by the promise of God;
it had been accepted by
faith; yet when ratified
by Messiah, it is called a
new covenant. The Torah was the basis of this
covenant, which was
simply an arrangement
for bringing men again
into harmony with
the divine will, placing
them where they could
obey God’s Torah. {EP
259 }

