
We pray every week for 
the leaders of the Jewish 
Ministry, Shabbat Hagadol — Tsav
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Resources:
• Website: www.jewishadventist.org 
A must website. To subscribe to our newsletter. To download some resources (Hebrew Sabbath School, 
and other documents). To order the book “Comfort, Comfort my people…” and many other things.
• Shalom Adventure Magazine online: www.ShalomAdventure.com 
If you would like to read articles, watch videos, learn things about Judaism and Israel, this website is just 
for you.
• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WJAFC: If you would like to share with people, this 
forum on facebook is a good place for that.
• Photos on Google+: https://get.google.com/albumarchive/1131446298409925652
91?source=pwa We have posted a lot of pictures on Internet during the last years. Don’t hesitate to 
look at them.
• Adventist Mission Website: http://wjafc.globalmissioncenters.org/ This website is the 
new resource provided by the Office of Adventist Mission of the General Conference of the Seventh-day 
Adventists.
• Russian Website: http://www.boruh.info/ This website is in Russian, many articles and the 
parasha are posted on it every week.

Professional Urban 
Development:
The WJAFC provides:

- Professional Urban 
training for Jewish 
Ministry

- Teaching for 
theological students

- Help to plant new 
congregations.

- Support for Adventist-
Jewish dialogue with 
scholars and rabbis
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We pray 
every week 
for the Jewish 
Friendship 
Ministry. I 
suggest our 
partners to 
pray from April 
9 to 15 for 
Anna Vasina,                        
and Victor 
Sokurov 
leaders of 
our Jewish 
Adventist 
congregation 
and ministries 
in San Jose 
(California). 
They need our 
prayers, Let’s  
pray for their 
ministries.
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News
Pastor Meetings in Italy
v The week of March 12 to 19 was a very busy 

week in for Richard Elofer in Italy. Each day of the 
week was full of meeting with the pastors of this beau-
tiful country: On Monday 13 with the pastors work-
ing in Milan and the North of Italy. On Tuesday 14 
with the pastors working in Veronese and that region 
of Italy. On Wednesday 15  with the pastor working  
in Florence and that region. This meeting was par-
ticular because the Theological Seminary of the Italian 
Union is located in Florence, that is why this meeting 
was held at the premise of the Seminary.

On Thursday 16 was a pastor meeting with the pas-
tor working in Rome and the Region. All these meet-
ings were wonderful, the pastors were very sensitive to 
the Jewish people and open to a ministry to them.

One of the leader of the Union, Francesco Mosca, 
the Secretary of the Ministerial Association, is very 
involved with the Jewish-Christian Friendship asso-
ciation of Italy in Turin, and shared with me his joy to 
participate to these meetings with Rabbis and other 
Christians clergy. He said that from time to time they 
organize a two voice lectures ( Jewish and Christian), 
the last lecture organized was about the book of Mala-
chi, and after he heard Richard Elofer’s interpretation 
of Elijah’s message (Malachi 4:5-6), he sent the bro-
chure of invitation with the program of 3 meetings 
which will be on Thursday March 23, 30 and April 
6, 2017.

 On Friday, after working all the morning on 
the next week newsletter, Richard Elofer went 

Amicizia Ebraico Cristiana di Torino 
Commissione diocesana per l’ecumenismo 

e il dialogo con le altre religioni 
Comunità Ebraica 

CEPE Commissione Evangelica per l’ecumenismo 
Centro Evangelico di cultura Arturo Pascal 

Polo Teologico - Torino 
 
 
 

Il libro di 
Malachia 

Lettura a due voci tra ebrei e cristiani 

 

Giovedì 23, 30 marzo e 6 aprile 2017 
ore 17,30 - 19 

Polo teologico, Via XX Settembre 83, Torino 

Il corso è aperto a tutti gli interessati ed è gratuito 

to visit the city of the Vatican, and the neighbor-
hood of the Coliseum where so many Christians 
of the first centuries lost their life, and specially 
the Arch of Titus where a sculpture present Ti-
tus’ armies coming back from Jerusalem with 
the treasure of the Temple which was destroyed, 
and specially the Menorah or candelabra, which 
is lost in Rome until today.  On Friday evening 
and Shabbat were congregational meetings.



sprinkling the blood of the 
asham (guilt-korban). 
The details of shelamim, 
(various peace korbanot), are 
described, including the 
prohibition against leaving 
uneaten until morning the 
remains of the todah, (the 
thanks-korban). 
All sacrifices must be 
burned after they may no 
longer be eaten. 
No sacrifice may be eaten 
if it was slaughtered with 
the intention of eating it 
too late. Once they have 
become ritually impure, 
korbanot (sacrifices) may 
not be eaten and should be 
burned. One may not eat a 
korban (sacrifice) when he is 
ritually impure. 
Blood and chelev, (forbidden 
animal fats), are prohibited 
to be eaten. 
Aharon and his sons are 
granted the breast and 
shank of every korban 
shelamim. 
The inauguration ceremony 
for Aharon, his sons, the 
Mishkan and all its vessels is 
detailed.

Bible Study 
and Prayers

Let’s remember that 
there is a difference in 
the reference of this 

text between the Hebrew and 
the English Bible. In Hebrew, 
we start the chapter 6, but in 
English, we read from the 
verse 8. “The L-rd spoke to 
Moses, saying, “Command 
Aaron and his sons, saying, 
This is the law of the burnt of-
fering.” (Leviticus 6:8–9). The 
word Tsav, which is the title of 
our parasha is translated in our 
text as the imperative “Com-
mand” this word is from the 
same root of the word Mitz-
vah which means “command-
ment” It is interesting to no-
tice that Rashi wrote that the 
term tsav denotes encourage-
ment (zeiruz) for the present 
and future generations. 

The Gemara (Menachot 
110b) says that when someone 
studies in the Torah the laws 
of the burnt-offering, it is con-
sidered as though he offered 
one to G-d, as is the case with 
all other korbanot (sacrifices). 
This is truly an encourage-
ment, because in fact we don’t 
need today to offer the sacri-
fices prescribed in the Torah 
to get forgiveness from G-d. 

Parasha for  
this Week

Tsav
wAx 

Leviticus 6:8-8:36 
(start 6:1 in Hebrew)
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Parasha Overview:
Tsav

The Torah address-
es Aharon and 
his sons to teach 

them additional laws 
relating to their service. 
The ashes of the korban 
olah (the offering burnt on 
the altar throughout the 
night) are to be removed 
from the area by the kohen 
(priest) after he changes 
his special linen clothing. 
The olah (burnt offering) 
is brought by someone 
who forgot to perform a 
positive commandment of 
the Torah. 
The kohen retains the skin. 
The fire on the altar must 
be kept constantly ablaze. 
The korban mincha (after-
noon sacrifice) is a meal 
offering of flour, oil and 
spices. 
A handful is burned on 
the altar and a kohen eats 
the remainder before it 
becomes leaven. 
The Parasha describes the 
special korbanot to be of-
fered by the Kohen Gadol 
(high priest) each day, 
and by Aharon’s sons and 
future descendants on the 
day of their inauguration. 
The chatat, (korban or sin 
offering) brought after an 
accidental transgression, 
is described, as are the 
laws of slaughtering and 

We already have seen that the 
sacrifices could be offered only 
in the sanctuary, and later in the 
Temple of Jerusalem, that is why 
for example the prophet Daniel, 
living in diaspora (Babylon) nev-
er offered any sacrifice during his 
stay in Babylon. Together with 
the Jewish people they replaced 
the 3 daily sacrifices, by 3 daily 
prayers (Daniel 6:10). And that is 
the current practice of the Jew-
ish people, they open their syna-
gogues for the 3 daily prayers 
every day, Shacharit (morning 
prayer), Minchah (afternoon 
prayer) and ‘Arvit or Ma’ariv 
(evening prayer). However, here 
in this text of the Gemara we 
learn that when Jews study the 
Bible, and especially the Torah, 
this Bible study is considered as 
offering a sacrifice. This confirms 
what we already know, that G-d 
is pleased when we seek him, 
and are in communion with him 
through prayers and Bible Study. 
Prayers is a way to communi-
cate, to open our heart to G-d, 
to praise him, to thank him, to 
adore him, to worship him, to 
confess our sin, to ask forgive-
ness, but also to present to him 
our petitions, our requests, to 
pray for our family members, 
our friends, our congregations 
and their needs. Prayer is funda-
mental to any relationship with 

G-d and our neighbor. On the 
other hand, studying the Bible is 
a way to know the will of G-d, 
to understand the plan of salva-
tion G-d has established even 
before the creation of the world. 
The Bible has been presented as 
a “love letter” to human beings, 
G-d is our creator, he wants to 
communicate with his creation, 
he used the prophets to write to 
us. That is why the Bible is also 
called the “Word of G-d.”

In addition, let’s remember 
that the sacrifices prescribed in 
the Torah are not, as the pagan 
sacrifices were, ways of appeas-
ing G-d’s anger, no. G-d loves 
us, even before we pray him, even 
before we study the Bible, even 
before we ask him forgiveness for 
our sin. The sacrifices were given 
just as an illustration of the ulti-
mate sacrifice, the sacrifice of the 
Messiah for our sins. To under-
stand this truth it is important 
to consider the teaching of Mai-
monides (see next column).

The Olah Offering

The Torah states: “The 
L-rd spoke to Moses, 
saying, “Command 

Aaron and his sons, saying, This 
is the law of the burnt offering. 
The burnt offering shall be on 
the earth on the altar all night 
until the morning, and the fire of 

the altar shall be kept burning 
on it.” (Leviticus 6:8–9). The 
‘Olah (burnt-offering), is com-
pletely burnt on the altar, noth-
ing is left, nothing is given to 
the priests for their meal. That 
is why this offering has been 
seen by the Jewish people and 
the commentators as a substi-
tute to the complete death and 
destruction of the sinners. This 
idea of a substituting sacrifice, 
is not common today, because 
it is one of the main Christian 
explanation of the Hebrew Bi-
ble sacrifice, but we don’t have 
to be afraid to affirm that this 
idea of substitution in sacrifice 
is Jewish and exists in Juda-
ism. It is interesting that Rabbi 
Moshe Bogomilsky* reminds 
us what Maimonides said about 
the ‘Olah or burnt offering:  
“The Ramban (Hadrash Ha’ion 
 explains the (הדרש  העיון 1:9
concept of bringing animals as 
sacrifices in the following way: 
A person should realize that he 
has sinned against Hashem (G-
d) with his body and spirit and 
that it is really ‘his’ blood that 
should be spilled and his body 
burnt. It is only that Hashem 
in His loving kindness accepts 
a substitute and a ransom, 
namely this offering. Its blood 
takes the place of the sinner’s 
blood, its life takes the place of 

his life, and the chief limbs of 
the offering are in place of the 
chief limbs of his body. If the 
sinner considers this, he will 
be inspired to sincerely repent. 
Our pasuk (verse) is alluding to 
this thought by saying, “Com-
mand Aharon and his sons 
leimor (that they should say) to 
each individual who brings a 
sacrifice and explain to them 
that not only — hi ha’olah — it 
(the sacrifice) is a burnt-offer-
ing, but actually hu  (he i.e. the 
person himself) should have 
been ha’olah (the burnt offering) 
placed upon the altar to atone 
for his misdeeds, and ve’eish 
hamizbei’ach tukad bo (the fire 
of the altar should be burning 
on him, the one who offer the 
sacrifice). However, Hashem in 
His mercy has prescribed that 
he brings an animal as a substi-
tute, and when he will repent he 
will be pardoned.” This descrip-
tion of the substitution between 
the sinner and the animal is 
the exact illustration of what 
Mashiach has done for us. The 
sinner should realize that he 
has sinned against G-d, and 
because of that his blood should 
be spilled, and his body should 
die, it is also the truth taught by 
Rabbi Shaul in his letters to the 
Romans: “For the wages of sin 
is death,” (6:23a). However, in 

Chag 
Pesach 

Sameach
His loving kindness G-d accepts 
a substitute and a ransom, which 
is symbolized by this offering. Its 
blood takes the place of the sin-
ner who is pardoned, that is why 
Rabbi Shaul ends his sentence 
saying: “but the free gift of G-d 
is eternal life in Mashiach Ye-
shua our L-rd.” (6:23b). This idea 
of substitution is also perfectly 
taught by the story of the Akedah 
(sacrifice of Isaac) in Genesis 22, 
where Isaac is not sacrificed but 
substituted by an animal. 
* Bogomilsky, Rabbi Moshe. 5766-
2006. Vedibarta Bam - And You Shall 
Speak To Them: A compilation of se-
lected Torah insights, thought-pro-
voking ideas, families and explana-
tions of Torah passages - Volume III 
— Vayjkra. Brooklyn, NY: www.
hebrewbooks.org.

Shabbat Hagadol

Pesach or Passover will 
start this week, on Tues-
day April 11, that is why 

this Shabbat is called by the 
Jewish people Shabbat Hagadol 
the “Great Shabbat”. It is a tra-
dition every year, that the Shab-
bat before Passover is called 
Shabbat Hagadol. The question 
everyone ask is, why do the 
Jewish people call this Shabbat, 
Shabbat Hagadol? It is because 
according to the story of the Ex-
odus, G-d asked Israel to start 



Haftarah Overview
Jeremiah 7:21-9:23 

G-d speaks to the 
prophet Jeremiah 
just before the 

destruction of Jerusalem, 
saying to the people of Is-
rael that he prefers obedi-
ence rather sacrifice: “Thus 
says the L-RD of hosts, 
the G-d of Israel: Add 
your burnt offerings to 
your sacrifices, and eat the 
flesh.  For in the day that I 
brought your ancestors out 
of the land of Egypt, I did 
not speak to them or com-
mand them concerning 
burnt offerings and sacri-
fices. But this command 
I gave them, ‘Obey my 
voice, and I will be your 
G-d, and you shall be my 
people; and walk only in 
the way that I command 
you, so that it may be well 
with you.’” (Jeremiah 7:21-
23).

G-d’s appreciation of 
Israel is strong  “Yet they 
did not obey or incline 
their ear … For the people 
of Judah have done evil in 
my sight” (Jeremiah 7:24; 
30).

Israel is full of illusion, 
they don’t see their exact 
spiritual situation:  How 
can you say, “We are wise, 
and the law of the L-RD 
is with us,” when, in fact, 
the false pen of the scribes 
has made it into a lie?” 
(Jeremiah 8:8)

That’s why G-d allows 
Babylon to come and to 
punish Israel for her sins 
“Therefore I will give their 
wives to others and their 

fields to conquerors” (Jer-
emiah 8:10).

The Almighty contin-
ues his reproaches towards 
Israel, “Oppression upon 
oppression, deceit upon de-
ceit! They refuse to know 
me, says the L-RD” (Jer-
emiah 9:6).

The consequences are 
clear, here is what the L-rd 
declared about Jerusalem 
and Judah,  “I will 
make Jerusalem a heap of 
ruins, a lair of jackals; and 
I will make the towns of 
Judah a desolation, with-
out inhabitant.” (Jeremiah 
9:11).

It is difficult to be the 
people of G-d, it gives 
them responsibilities, they 
are accountable for their 
actions, and because of 
their disobediences the 
punishment is terrible,  “I 
will scatter them among 
nations that neither they 
nor their ancestors have 
known; and I will send the 
sword after them, until I 
have consumed them” (Jer-
emiah 9:16).

What about us today? it 
is good to read what hap-
pened three thousand years 
ago but only if we receive 
the lessons that the L-rd 
wanted to give us for to-
day. Are we faithful to our 
covenant and our commit-
ment? It is a question for 
each one of us.

to prepare the Passover-lamb 
on that Shabbat. Let’s re-
member that Israel left Egypt 
on the morrow of the day they 
celebrated Passover, on the 
15th of Nissan. They slaugh-
tered the Pesach-offering On 
Wednesday afternoon, the 
14th day of Nissan, and left 
Egypt the following morn-
ing (Thursday), the 15th day 
of Nissan. However, 4 days 
before, on the 10th of Nissan, 
which was according to the 
Gemara a Shabbat (Shabbat 
87b), the people of Israel were 
instructed to prepare a lamb 
to be used as a Pesach-offer-
ing. The tradition explains 
that while they were prepar-
ing the lamb for the sacrifice, 
some Egyptians visited Isra-
elites’ homes, and they asked 
them what they were doing, 
the Egyptians were horrified 
to see how the Israelites were 
treating the lambs, which the 
Egyptians worshipped. The 
Jews did not try to evade the 
question and said “We have a 
G-d Who commanded us to 
sacrifice these.” They also an-
swered that G-d had request-
ed to his people to be prepared 
to leave Egypt. The people 
of Israel, begged the Egyp-
tians to let them go before it 
would be too late for the first 
born, but they did not listen to 
them, and refused to let them 
go. This Shabbat was the last 
Shabbat of slavery, few days 
after this day they would start 
their new life with freedom.

The book of Leviticus 
presents to us various 
ways of getting atone-

ment and forgiveness through 
sacrifices and offerings. Some 
sins require blood sacrifices 
but some other sins require 
other kind of offerings with-
out bloodshed. The lesson for 
us is that G-d is always ready 
to forgive, with and without 
bloodshed, he is Love. 

In the Apostolic Writings, 
it is affirmed that G-d is love 
and because he loves us he 
wants to forgive us for all our 
sins: “This is love: not that 
we loved G-d, but that he 
loved us and sent his Son as 
an atoning sacrifice for our 
sins.” (1 John 4:10). Here it 
is important to explain the 
expression  “His Son” or “Son 
of G-d” when it is speaking 
about Yeshua. G-d is not a 
man to have a Son in the 
same way as human beings 
have sons. Yeshua is a “Son” 
of G-d, only from the time of 
the incarnation, after he was 
born on the earth, his father 
was not Yosef —Myriam’s 
husband— but G-d. We read 
in the Besorah of Matthew 
the words of the angel 
Gabriel to Yosef, “Joseph, 
son of David, do not fear to 
take Mary as your wife, for 
that which is conceived in 
her is from the Holy Spirit. 
She will bear a son, and you 
shall call his name Jesus, 
for he will save his people 
from their sins.” (Matthew 
1:20–21). Before his incarna-
tion Yeshua was in heaven 
as G-d, not a “Son.” That is 
a truth which is revealed by 
Yochanan: “In the beginning 
was the Word, and the Word 
was with G-d, and the Word 
was G-d.” (John 1:1). 

Coming back to the topic 
of forgiveness, let’s remem-
ber that the only way to 
benefit from this sacrificial 
forgiveness and atonement 
is, according to the Bible 
and Maimonides, to recog-
nize that we are sinners and 
we need to confess our sins 
to receive forgiveness. If we 
look for righteousness and 
perfection through the keep-
ing of the 613 command-
ments of the Torah, we will 
be disappointed and will 
fail. Each one recognizes 
also that many of these com-
mandments cannot be kept 
today, all the command-
ments about the Temple, the 
Kohanim or the Land of 
Israel and many others.

Yochanan said in his letter 
“If we claim to be without 
sin, we deceive ourselves and 
the truth is not in us.” (1 John 
1:8), It is important to recog-
nize that we are sinners, in 
order not to deceive ourselves, 
we must be open for improve-
ment, and spiritual growth. 
The L-rd can really work in 
our heart and our life helping 
us to stay connected with him. 
But there is more, if we recog-
nize that we are sinners and 
act accordingly we will come 
humbly to the Almighty to 
confess our sins, Yochanan 
adds, “If we confess our sins, 
he is faithful and just and will 
forgive us our sins and purify 
us from all unrighteousness.” 
(1 Yochanan 1:9).

It is the teaching of the 
Torah, “‘When anyone is 
guilty in any of these ways, 
he must confess in what way 
he has sinned (Lev 5:5). it is 
important to recognize that 
we are sinners and then to 
confess our sins to get forgive-

ness. If we don’t recognize 
and don’t confess them, it will 
be difficult to abandon them, 
but it is what G-d expects 
from us, to give up our sins. 
The prophet Daniel gives us 
a good example of an inspired 
prayer: “I prayed to the L-rd 
my G-d and made confes-
sion, saying, “O L-rd, the 
great and awesome G-d, who 
keeps covenant and steadfast 
love with those who love him 
and keep his commandments, 
we have sinned and done 
wrong and acted wickedly 
and rebelled, turning aside 
from your commandments 
and rules. …” (Daniel 9:4–5) 
This prayer is a long one, to 
the verse 20.

It is difficult to give up 
our sins, they become an 
addiction. We take a good 
resolution in our prayers, we 
promise G-d that we want 
to change, and to give them 
up… and at the next tempta-
tion, we discover the power 
of sin in our life. That is 
why even Jews recognize that 
studying the Bible and pray-
ing G-d for our forgiveness 
is important, in this way, we 
read and learn the will of 
G-d, and through our prayers 
we ask G-d to give us the 
power to overcome our sins, 
then we get a divine power led 
by the Ruach Hakodesh, the 
Holy Spirit who empowers 
us the strength to overcome 
our nature and our addiction 
to sin. “For everyone who 
has been born of G-d over-
comes the world. And this is 
the victory that has overcome 
the world—our faith. Who is 
it that overcomes the world 
except the one who believes 
that Yeshua is the Son of 
G-d?” (1 John 5:4–5).

Apostolic Writings — 1 John 4:10
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Celebrating 
Passover

Many people ask the 
questions, “Do we 
have to celebrate 

Passover? If yes, how? These 
questions are interesting, be-
cause Jews, Messianic and 
some Christian groups cel-
ebrate Passover. Before an-
swering these questions, we 
should ask: about what Pass-
over are they speaking about? 
If it is the Passover described 
in Exodus 12, it is difficult to 
answer “yes,” because in fact it 
is impossible to celebrate the 
feast as it is written in the Bi-
ble. The main request of this 
celebration is the sacrifice of 
the “Passover-Lamb.” How-
ever, G-d asked his people to 
avoid idolatry, and not to imi-
tate the nations around them, 
and to destroy all the worship 
places and idols of the na-
tions. We read in Deuteron-
omy, “These are the statutes 
and rules that you shall be 
careful to do in the land that 
the L-rd, … You shall surely 
destroy all the places where 
the nations whom you shall 
dispossess served their gods, 
… You shall chop down the 
carved images of their G-ds 
and destroy their name out of 
that place. You shall not wor-
ship the L-rd your G-d in that 
way.” (Deuteronomy 12:1–4). 
But in addition, G-d gave an-
other command, he said: “But 
you shall seek the place that 
the L-rd your G-d will choose 

out of all your tribes to put his 
name and make his habita-
tion there. There you shall 
go, and there you shall bring 
your burnt offerings and your 
sacrifices, … your freewill of-
ferings, and the firstborn of 
your herd and of your flock.” 
(Deuteronomy 12:5–6), after 
commanding Israel to build 
the sanctuary, the L-rd said 
that their sacrifice should 
be offered only in “the place 
that the L-rd your G-d will 
choose” to establish the sanc-
tuary, and later the Temple of 
Jerusalem. That is why after 
the destruction of the Temple, 
Jews don’t sacrifice anymore 
the Passover lamb as it was 
done in the Temple. Thus we 
can say that nobody, even the 
Jewish people celebrates the 
feast of Passover as it is de-
scribed in the Bible. And we 
have no text in the Bible say-
ing how to celebrate the feast 
without the Temple and sac-
rifice.
Thus, Passover becomes for the 
Jewish people a memorial, a 
commemoration of their free-
dom from the slavery of Egypt. 
Each nation in the world has 
its own celebration of history. 
Thus the Jewish people have 
also the right to make their 
own celebration of their his-
tory and to rejoice for what the 
L-rd has done for them. How-
ever, even though they call 
their celebration “Passover” 
that is not really a celebration 
of the biblical Passover. 

Chag 
Pesach 

Sameach



Inspirational Corner
v [Lev 8:14-21] The 
sins of the people were 
transferred in figure to 
the officiating priest, 
who was a mediator 
for the people. The 
priest could not himself 
become an offering for 
sin, and make an atone-
ment with his life, for 
he was also a sinner. 
Therefore, instead of 
suffering death himself, 
he killed a lamb with-
out blemish; the penal-
ty of sin was transferred 
to the innocent beast, 
which thus became his 
immediate substitute, 
and typified the per-
fect offering of Yeshua 
HaMashiach. Through 
the blood of this victim, 
man looked forward 
by faith to the blood of 
Mashiach which would 
atone for the sins of the 
world (The Signs of the 
Times, March 14, 1878).    

Inspirational 
Corner

v [Leviticus 7:22-27 
quoted]. Many Bible 
readers and professed 
Bible believers do the 
very thing that the L-rd 
has told them not to do, 
and then they suffer the 
result of their disobedi-
ence. G-d does not work 
a miracle to prevent the 
consequences of their 
folly. If they introduce 
into their systems that 
which cannot make 
good flesh and blood, 
they must endure the 
result of their disregard 
of G-d’s word. All who 
claim to love and serve 
the L-rd Yeshua should 
feel it their solemn duty 
to search the Scriptures, 
to see how they can 
be doers of His word. 
Mashiach gave His 
own life for a perishing 
world. “G-d so loved the 
world, that He gave His 
only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in 
Him should not per-
ish, but have everlasting 
life.” ( John 3:16). G-d 
is good to His children, 
and they do not begin to 
understand His mercy, 
and His gracious care for 
them. (Letter 102, 1896)

Charity and 
Education 

In the little Lithuanian 
town of Vabolninkas 
there lived a saintly 

woman by the name of 
Batsheva Shach. Her chari-
table deeds were legendary. 
Despite her own limited 
means, she would deliver 
baskets of food at the doors 
of poor families in town and 
quickly depart before any-
one became aware of her 
good deed.

Her charitable activities 
reached their peak when the 
need arose to provide funds 
for the wedding of an or-
phaned girl. As she racked 
her brain for some way to 
help the poor kallah, her 
eyes fell upon the closed 
cabinet containing silver 
vessels that her husband had 
given her as a gift. These 
were precious vessels that 
were used only on Pesach 
and she was sentimentally 
attached to them. Without 
even informing her husband 
she opened the cabinet and 
delivered the vessels into the 
hands of the trustees col-
lecting for the wedding.

When Pesach came and 
her husband opened the 
cabinet to decorate the Sed-
er table, he asked his wife 
where the vessels were. Her 
reply was that those vessels 
helped establish a Jewish 
home.

This was the woman 
whose son, Rabbi Eliezer 
Schach, became a leader of 
world Jewry.

Seen Only in Darkness

A villager came to the 
big city for the first 
time in his life. He was 

amazed at the many wonders in 
the big city.  He wanted to buy 
something to bring back to his 
village.  But most of the items 
needed electrical connection 
and his village didn’t even have 
any electricity.  He was delight-
ed when he found a flashlight. 
He bought the flashlight which 
fascinated him every time he 
pushed the switch and a bright 
light came on. 

As he continued his way, he 
noticed people waiting in line. 
He inquired what this line was 
for and was told that they were 
waiting to enter a theater where 
there was a movie playing.

He had no idea what a 
movie was, but decided to 
wait in line too. He paid for 
a ticket and was ushered into 
a dark room. After a little 
while, a picture started play-
ing. He was fascinated to see 
the beautiful scenery and all 
the action on the screen.

Then he remembered the 
flashlight in his pocket.  “I 
will shine the flashlight on 
the picture, so I will see it 
even better.”  He took out 
the flashlight and shone it 
straight at the screen.  But to 
his amazement the picture 
became faded.  From all sides 
people started shouting that 
he should turn off the light!

“But I only wanted to get a 
better view of the picture,” he 
said to the one sitting next to 
him. “Don’t you know?  Here, 
we see only in the dark!” re-
plied his neighbor.

Some things can be seen 
and have an effect only when 
viewed in darkness.  Try to 
shed some light on this movie 
and it completely disappears! 

Baruch Hashem

Rabbi Israel Baal Shem 
Tov, founder of the 
Chassidic movement, 

was a great scholar, Kabal-
list and mystic.  Once dur-
ing his travels, he stayed at 
an inn. The innkeeper was a 
very simple Jew, ignorant of 
Torah knowledge, even the 
daily prayers he read with 
difficulty.  But he and his 
wife had a wonderful custom 
that whenever asked how 
things where they would al-
ways answer, Baruch Hashem 
“praised be G-d’s name.”

During one of his spiritually 
profound meditating sessions, 
the Baal Shem Tov had a vi-
sion in which he was told that, 
“the words ‘praised be G-d’s 
name which the innkeeper 
and his wife state with hones-
ty and feeling brings more joy 
in the heavenly spheres than 
your prayer and meditation!”

Upon hearing this the Baal 
Shem Tov decided to make 
a special effort to encour-
age Jews to praise G-d.  To 
achieve this, he would always 
ask people he met, about 
their health, about their 
children and livelihood, in 
order that they should reply, 
Baruch Hashem.

G-d said to Abraham, “I 
will bless those who bless 
you.”  So too, when we bless 
and praise G-d it invokes 
His blessings to us.

StorieS and traditionS

http://www.bnai-tikkun.org.nz6 7

KidS ParaSha tSav 
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“If anyone sins and commits a breach of faith against the L-rd by deceiving his neighbor 
in a matter of deposit or security, or through robbery, or if he has oppressed his neighboor 
has found something lost and lied about it, swearing falsely—in any of all the things that 
people do and sin thereby— if he has sinned and has realized his guilt and will restore 
what he took by robbery or what he got by oppression or the deposit that was commit-
ted to him or the lost thing that he found or anything about which he has sworn falsely, 
he shall restore it in full and shall add a fifth to it, and give it to him to whom it belongs 
on the day he realizes his guilt. . . . And the priest shall make atonement for him before 
the L-rd, he shall be forgiven for any of the things that one may do and thereby become 
guilty.” (Leviticus 6:2–7)

Leviticus 6:8-8:36 
(start 6:1 in Hebrew)


