We pray every week for
the leaders of the Jewish
Ministry,

• Website: www.jewishadventist.org

A must website. To subscribe to our newsletter. To download some resources (Hebrew Sabbath School,
and other documents). To order the book “Comfort, Comfort my people…” and many other things.
•

Professional Urban
Development:
The WJAFC provides:
- Professional Urban
training for Jewish
Ministry
- Teaching for
theological students

Shalom Adventure Magazine online: www.ShalomAdventure.com

If you would like to read articles, watch videos, learn things about Judaism and Israel, this website is just
for you.
• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WJAFC: If you would like to share with people, this
forum on facebook is a good place for that.

• Photos on Google+: https://get.google.com/albumarchive/1131446298409925652
91?source=pwa We have posted a lot of pictures on Internet during the last years. Don’t hesitate to
look at them.

• Adventist Mission Website: http://wjafc.globalmissioncenters.org/ This website is the

new resource provided by the Office of Adventist Mission of the General Conference of the Seventh-day
Adventists.
• Russian Website: http://www.boruh.info/ This website is in Russian, many articles and the
parasha are posted on it every week.

- Help to plant new
congregations.
- Support for AdventistJewish dialogue with
scholars and rabbis
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NEWS

13th Shabbat Offering

Everyone who is familiar with the Sabbath
School and the Seventh-day Adventists, is aware
that each quarter a special offering is collected all
over the world for a special project. This offering is
collected on the last Shabbat of the quarter. This
quarter, the 4th of the year 2016, this offering will
be shared among several European projects, and
one of them is the establishment of a new Jewish
Adventist project in Paris, France.
Since Richard Elofer left Jerusalem to live in
Paris, his objective was to plant a new ministry
in this great city of France. Let’s remember that
France with its 600,000 Jews is the third Jewish
country in the world after the USA and Israel. and
approximately half of these Jews are living in Paris
and suburb. It is therefore important to establish a
Jewish Adventist ministry in this big metropolis of
12 million and among them about 300,000 Jews.
One of the French pastor, Joseph Dumesnil
d’Engente has been chosen to lead this ministry because of his sensitivity towards the Jewish
people, and his previous experience in some other
cities. Richard Elofer being much more the trainer
and advisor for this ministry.
The project is supported by all level of the Seventh-day Adventists: the Conference, the Union,
the Division, and the General Conference. That is
why the Division’s leaders in consultation with the
Conference and the Union, have voted to dedicate
a portion of this offering to this project in Paris.
The Office of Adventist Mission, is producing
each quarter some videos called “Mission Spotlight” to present the various projects in order to

promote this special offering. The producers of
Mission Spotlight have decided for the promotion
of this special offering to focus
on the special experience of Richard Elofer,
growing up in Paris and discovering Jesus in Paris.
If you want to see this video, or even to show it
in your congregation, I invite you do download it
from the website of Adventist Mission.

All Mission spotlights are available at the website
of Adventist Mission: https://am.adventistmission.
org/mission-spotlight. Scrolling the screen down,
you will find the mission spotlight made for this
special project in Paris called: October 8 - Planting
in Paris, with this description: From growing up in
a strict Jewish home to becoming an Adventist pastor,
Richard’s life has been far from normal. Find out how
he is impacting the lives of people in Paris.
The weight of this file is 213 Mo, it is therefore
better to have a fast internet connection to download it.

Parasha for
this Week

Parasha Overview:

Vayera

Vayera

T

hree days after
performing brit-mila
“circumcision” on
himself, Abraham is visited
by G-d.
When three angels appear
in human form, Abraham
rushes to show them hospitality by bringing them into
his tent, despite this being
the most painful time after
the operation.
Sarah laughs when she
hears from them that she
will bear a son next year.
G-d reveals to Abraham
that He will destroy Sodom,
and Abraham pleads for
Sodom to be spared.
G-d agrees that if there
are fifty righteous people in
Sodom He will not destroy
it. Abraham “bargains”
G-d down to ten righteous
people. However, not even
ten can be found.
Lot, his wife and two
daughters are rescued just
before sulfur and fire rains
down on Sodom and her
sister cities. Lot’s wife looks
back and is turned into a
pillar of salt. Lot’s daughters fear that as a result of
the destruction there will be
no husbands for them. They
decide to get their father
drunk and through him to
perpetuate the human race.
From the elder daughter,
Moab is born, and from the
younger, Ammon.
Abraham moves to Gerar
where Abimelech abducts

“The Lord visited Sarah as he had said, and
the Lord did to Sarah as he had promised.
And Sarah conceived and bore Abraham
a son in his old age at the time of which
G-d had spoken to him. Abraham called
the name of his son who was born to him,
whom Sarah bore him, Isaac.”
(Genesis 21:1–3 ESV)
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Genesis 18:1-22:24

G-d’s
Revelation

T

he last verses of parasha Lech-Lecha confirm
Abraham circumcision: “That very day Abraham
and his son Ishmael were circumcised.” (Genesis 17:26), the
parasha Vayera starts three days
after the brit milah (circumcision), Abraham was resting
on the hottest part of the day
thinking about what happened
to his life, according to the Jewish tradition he was troubled by
the thought that people might
shun him, now that the Milah
had taken place. It is at that
moment that G-d appeared to
Abraham: “And the Lord appeared to him by the oaks of
Mamre, as he sat at the door
of his tent in the heat of the
day.” (Genesis 18:1). Abraham
is happy, in spite of his pain, he
is in joy for obeying G-d, performing the mitzvah according the will of G-d, a feeling
called in Hebrew Simchah shel
Mitsvah. It is that moment G-d
wants to make himself visible
to his servant Abraham.
This event is of tremendous
importance for each one of us to
understand the true character
of biblical revelation and biblical prophecy. Let’s remember
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that a prophet is a spokesperson
of G-d, he is the one who speaks
on behalf of G-d. Thus a prophecy is a word coming from G-d, a
prophecy is not necessarily a prediction of future, but just a word
coming from G-d. Thus each
biblical character who received a
revelation from G-d and report
the words he received from G-d is
a prophet. In this way Abraham
is a prophet, that is confirmed by
G-d to Abimelech, “Now then,
return the man’s wife, for he is a
prophet” (Genesis 22:7).
The lesson we draw from this revelation of G-d to Abraham in Genesis 18 is that a regular prophecy
has nothing to do with “rapture” or
“ecstasy”; neither does one partake of
Divine revelations by an “escape from
life”: Men who are in the prime of
their G-d serving lives are selected by
G-d as tools of His Prophecy. On the
same topic, G-d gave some instructions to Moses about prophecy, and
how G-d will reveal himself to men
and women: “And he said, ‘Hear my
words: If there is a prophet among
you, I the Lord make myself known
to him in a vision; I speak with him
in a dream.” (Numbers 12:6).

Abraham’s Love

T

he Torah states, “He
lifted up his eyes and
looked, and behold,

three men were standing in front
of him. When he saw them, he
ran from the tent door to meet
them and bowed himself to the
earth and said, “O Lord, if I
have found favor in your sight,
do not pass by your servant.”
(2-3) Abraham sees the wanderers, rushes towards them, asking them (in fact Him, the one
he call “Lord” not to withdraw
from him for, say the Sages, “to
receive wanderers hospitably is a
far greater duty than to ‘receive
G-d’s Shechina’.” Thus Abraham
practices what will become the
model of biblical brotherhood
and hospitality. Thinking about
Abraham experience, the author
of the letter to the Hebrews, says:
“Let brotherly love continue. Do
not neglect to show hospitality to
strangers, for thereby some have
entertained angels unawares.”
(Hebrews 13:1-2).
And how did he practice it? No
one would so hotly pursue profit
as Abraham seeks an occasion to
demonstrate brotherly love to his
fellow men! His entire household
is set into motion, wife and child,
everything is made ready as
Abraham seizes the first chance
to practice brotherly love as a believer in the true G-d.
Let’s remember that one of the
great quality of Abraham is his
love. His brotherly love is dem-

onstrated in a wonderful way
in these chapters 18 and 19 of
Genesis. One of Abraham’s
mission is to bring to men and
women in the name of G-d
the message of brotherly love.
In the chapter 18 he has the
exceptional occasion to give
hospitality to strangers, and in
the chapter 19 he will intercede
for the evil cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah. Intercession, which
will radically differentiate him
from Noah. Noah received a
revelation from G-d, that the
world is going to be destroyed.
Noah accepts it, goes home, informs his family, starts the construction of the Ark, preaches
to the people of his generation
to repent, but does not intercede
for the world, he accepts the
destruction of the world, when
Abraham, moved by his love for
his fellow human beings, does
not accept the destruction of
the two cities and will try to do
everything he can to avoid this
destruction.

Moving Toward

T

he torah states: “The
two angels came to
Sodom in the evening,
and Lot was sitting at the gate
of Sodom.” (Genesis 19:1) this
verse is very meaningful, because it demonstrates the level

of assimilation of Lot in the
city of Sodom. “Lot was sitting
at the gate of Sodom” means
that Lot had a high position
in the city, we know through
archeology discoveries and the
Bible stories, that those who
were sitting at the gate of any
city where the judges and the
chiefs of the cities. That is why,
to negotiate any property, both
the buyer and the seller have to
do this negotiation at the gate of
the city (Genesis 23:10). Abraham became the official owner
of the cave of Machpelah at the
gate of the city (Genesis 23 :18)
and to possess the gate of the
city means to possess the whole
city “And your offspring shall
possess the gate of his enemies”
(Genesis 22:17). Thus the fact
that Lot was sitting at the gate
of the city of Sodom meant that
he had been elevated to the status of “Citizen” of Sodom and
occupied an influential position
in the city.
Sodom was a degenerated
city, selfishness was the rule,
strangers were not welcomed
and according to the Jewish
tradition hospitality was strictly
prohibited. The travelers were
informed of this prohibition
before entering the city. They
were able to enter the city for
their shopping but they knew

that rule and they were expected
to spend the night outside of the
city by the roadside. Lot, however, dares to oppose the prohibition. He was raised by his uncle,
Abraham, he received in his
education the example and the
great love of Abraham and his
spirit of hospitality. The example
of Abraham had had some effect
on Lot. It was impossible for him
to let these travelers to sleep on
the roadside, especially knowing what it would mean for the
travelers, they were in danger of
being raped by some people of
this depraved city. He addressed
them: “‘My lords, please turn
aside to your servant’s house and
spend the night and wash your
feet. Then you may rise up early
and go on your way.’ They said,
‘No; we will spend the night in
the town square.’ But he pressed
them strongly; so they turned
aside to him and entered his
house.” (2-3). Abraham offered
to them hospitality in the chapter
18, and now it is the turn of Lot.
However, there is a great difference between the two houses, in
the chapter 18 it is written: “And
Abraham went quickly into the
tent to Sarah and said, ‘Quick!
Three seahs of fine flour! Knead
it, and make cakes.’ And Abraham ran to the herd and took a
calf, tender and good, and gave it
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Sarah. After G-d appears
to Abimelech in a dream, he
releases Sarah and appeases
Abraham.
As promised, a son,
Itzchak, is born to Sarah and
Abraham. On the eighth day
after the birth, Abraham circumcises him as commanded.
Abraham makes a feast the
day Itzchak is weaned.
Sarah tells Abraham to
banish Hagar and Hagar’s son
Ishmael because she sees in
him signs of degeneracy.
Abraham is distressed at
the prospect of banishing
his son, but G-d tells him to
listen to whatever Sarah tells
him to do. After nearly dying
of thirst in the desert, Ishmael
is rescued by an angel and
G-d promises that he will be
the progenitor of a mighty
nation. Abimelech enters into
an alliance with Abraham
when he sees that G-d is with
him. In a tenth and final test,
G-d instructs Abraham to
take Itzchak, who is now 37,
and to offer him as a sacrifice.
Abraham does this, in spite
of ostensibly aborting Jewish
nationhood and contradicting
his life-long preaching against
human sacrifice. At the last
moment, G-d sends an angel
to stop Abraham.
Because of Abraham’s unquestioning obedience, G-d
promises him that even if the
Jewish People sin, they will
never be completely dominated by their foes.
The parasha ends with the
genealogy and birth of Rivka.

“When they came to the place of which
G-d had told him, Abraham built the
altar there and laid the wood in order
and bound Isaac his son and laid him
on the altar, on top of the wood.”
(Genesis 22:9 ESV)

Haftarah Overview

T

2 Kings 4:1-4:37

his chapter of the
second book of
Kings tells us about
the Ministry of Elisha and
Gehazi his servant to an
unnamed lady called the
Shunammith, that means a
native of Shunem, a place
belonging to the tribe of
Issachar. This place lies in
a very rich section of Israel
a short distance north of
Jezreel at the foot of “Little
Hermon.”
The rabbis have read this
Haftara in connection with
the Parasha Vayera because
of their evidence parallel.
Parasha: The angel who
visited Abraham said: “I
will surely return to you in
due season, and your wife
Sarah shall have a son.”
(Genesis 18:10). It is a
promise to Sarah that she
will have a son.
Haftara: Elisha plays
the role of the angel in
this text. He said to the
Shunammith: “At this
season, in due time, you
shall embrace a son.” She
replied, “No, my lord, O
man of G-d; do not deceive
your servant.” The woman
conceived and bore a son
at that season, in due time,
as Elisha had declared to
her.” (2Kings 4:16,17)
The next point about this
haftara is that this story is

to a young man, who prepared
it quickly. Then he took curds
and milk and the calf that he
had prepared, and set it before
them.” (6-8) everyone participated to this hospitality, Abraham, Sarah, and Abraham’s
son, Ishmael called “young
man.” Following Abraham
example, hospitality became
one of the greatest values to
the Ishmaelites. In the case of
Lot it is written: “And he made
them a feast and baked unleavened bread, and they ate.” (3).
Lot’s wife, daughters and sonsin-laws were not interested in
hospitality, they did not help
him, he prepared everything
for his guests by himself. What
a contrast to the spirit of hospitality!
G-d was ready to delay or
even to cancel the final destruction of the city, but the
events of this night provided
the decisive proof of the true
extent of their inhumanity and
immorality. There were no ten
righteous in the city, even his
wife would not survive. His
sons-in-law refused the offer to
be saved (14). and his daughters
had a so poor morality that later
they would lay down with their
father (31-33). They were saved
not because they deserved it,
but because of the merit of their
father who was a righteous.
It is interesting to notice that
During the entire account of
the downfall of Sodom G-d is
called by his covenantal name
yhwh, this name qualifies the
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loving character of G-d, in view
of such degeneration, destruction
was the work of “merciful love.”

The Akedah

T

he same G-d who had
assured Abraham of his
future giving to him and
Sarah a son, Yitschak, confronts
him with a strange demand: “He
said, ‘Take your son, your only
son Yitschak, whom you love,
and go to the land of Moriah, and
offer him there as a burnt offering
on one of the mountains of which
I shall tell you.” (Genesis 22:2),
Abraham answered “Hineni ‘I am
ready’,” even before he learns of
the nature of the Divine demand!
According to the Jewish tradition, Yitzchak was not a child
any more, he was a man of 37
years and independent. Yitzchak
had not received the divine command directly from G-d but from
the mouth of his father as a “oral
tradition.” Here the first Jewish
son sacrificed himself for a “tradition” which he had received from
his father. Let’s remember that at
that time, the Bible did not exist,
Yitzchak had never heard until
now the voice of G-d, all that he
knows is what his father told him,
they were just family’s tradition.
This was so because his father’s
character and greatness of mind
guaranteed the truth of all that
was handed down to him in the
name of G-d. Thus each generation sees in the previous one the
guarantor for the truthfulness of
G-d’s revelation and its traditions.

While Abraham was ready to
sacrifice his beloved son, At the
last moment (11), an angel of
G-d orders him to stop, informing him that this was a test. in
the first verse, it is G-d who says
to Abraham to sacrifice his son,
how Abraham could accept that
this test is over by an angel, G-d
Himself had to tell him about
his son’s sacrifice as he would not
have believed this incredible news
coming from an angel, thus the
only way Abraham accepted the
angel’s words, is because this angel was a new appearing of G-d
as he appeared to him in Genesis
18. “And Abraham lifted up his
eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a ram, caught in a
thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the ram and
offered it up as a burnt offering
instead of his son.” (13). Here we
have the proof that sacrifices have
only symbolic significance. It is
a great lesson Abraham received
in order not to put all his confidence on the sacrifice but rather
on the symbolic meaning of it.
With this sacrifice, Abraham
vows that his life shall be devoted to the Divine will and G-d
renewed his promises to him “I
will surely bless you, and I will
surely multiply your offspring
as the stars of heaven and as the
sand that is on the seashore.”
(17). Later on, the Jewish people
renewed Abraham’s vow daily
in the Tamid-offering (perpetual-offering) in the Temple on
Mount Moriah.

T

Apostolic Writings — Hebrews 7:25-27

he parasha is about
Abraham, his intercession in favor of Sodom and its sister cities, and
his victory over the test of
the Akeda (improperly called
in English the “sacrifice of
Isaac”). Abraham has such
great love for his fellow human beings that it is impossible for him to accept that
G-d would punish the innocent with the guilty (Genesis
18). Abraham’s intercession
is a type of the supreme intercession of the Messiah.
The role of Messiah is to save
his people, but G-d’s people is so guilty that without
Mashiach’s intercession they
cannot be saved.
The story of the Akeda
(Genesis 22) is an example
for all generations, Abraham has been tested, and
successfully overcame all
the tests and temptations.
The lesson given by the
author of letter to the Hebrews is that each believer
can continue to trust G-d in
every circumstance, because
of the victory of the Messiah, it is not “our” victory,
but the victory of G-d and
Yeshua. He is the great triumphant savior, that is why
his victory and his intercession are also for our benefit.
The character of Abraham
is very central in the letter
written to the Hebrews, his
name appears 11 times in
this short text and becomes
an example for everyone
who trusts G-d and puts his
faith in the one who has led
the Jewish people during
the last 2,000 years (in the
time of the writing of this
letter). This letter “to the
Hebrews” has been written

as an encouragement to the
Jewish people (Hebrews),
confirming that the promises made to Abraham are
still valid.
The author of the letter
to the Hebrews said “He
is able to save completely
those who come to G-d
through him, because he
always lives to intercede for
them.” (Hebrews 7:25). The
Messiah did not live on the
earth in the same way as all
other human beings, the
Messiah lived a life without
any sin, which is exceptional because he was the only
one who could live such a
perfect life, that is why he
is able to save us completely.
Yeshua is also presented in
this letter as our high priest:
“For it was indeed fitting
that we should have such a
high priest, holy, innocent,
unstained, separated from
sinners, and exalted above
the heavens.” (Hebrews
7:26). However the Bible
affirms that he lived a full
human life, being tempted
on everything, like each one
of us. “For we do not have a
high priest who is unable to
sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one who
has been tempted in every
way, just as we are—yet
was without sin.” (Hebrews
4:15). that is why he did
not need any sacrifice for
the forgiveness of his sin:
“He has no need, like those
high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own
sins and then for those of
the people, since he did this
once for all when he offered
up himself.” (Hebrews 7:27)
The wonderful part of
G-d’s plan is that not only

Mashiach intercedes for us
but also the Ruach Elohim
(G-d), Rabbi Shaul says: “In
the same way, the Ruach
helps us in our weakness.
We do not know what we
ought to pray for, but the
Ruach himself intercedes
for us with groans that
words cannot express.” (Romans 8:26). Mashiach and
the Ruach Elohim intercedes
for us, on behalf of us because of our weakness. Owing to the fact that we are
weak we don’t know how to
pray and what to pray. That
is a manifestation of G-d’s
love for us.
We need these intercessions every day, every
morning, every evening,
that is why intercessions
and prayers are linked together. We pray G-d for
our spiritual life, asking
forgiveness for our sins, but
because of our sinful nature
our prayers cannot go to
heaven through our merit,
we don’t deserve this honor, that is why our prayers
should be presented in the
name of Mashiach, “so that
whatever you ask the Father in my name, he may
give it to you.” (John 15:16),
Mashiach has all merits
to present our intercession
to G-d, he deserves it. In
the same way, according to
Rabbi Shaul, the Ruach Elohim intercedes for us. If you
are not sure, let’s remember
what Yochanan said “My
dear children, I write this
to you so that you will not
sin. But if anybody does sin,
we have one who speaks to
the Father in our defense —
Jesus Christ, the Righteous
One.” (1 John 2:1).
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special for its length and
complexity. Usually the
miracle in the Hebrew Bible
are short and rare, but this
text is an exception. Elisha
wants to rewards the Shunammith for her kindness
to him and not only did he
promise to her that she will
have a son, but later when
this son died, he raised him.
Parasha: In the parasha
we have also a complex
text with many miracles, it
seems to us that Abraham’s
life was a succession of
miracles. In Genesis 18 to
22 we see: first miracle:
he is practicing on himself
circumcision and survived
to it. Second miracle:
Three angels appeared to
Abraham. Third miracle:
they announced to Sarah
that she will have a boy
and that happened the
next year. Fourth miracle:
G-d announced to Abraham the destruction of
Sodom, that happened but
Lot and his daughter are
miraculously saved. Fifth
miracle: G-d appeared to
Abimelech in order to save

Sarah from dishonor.
Sixth miracle: An Angel
saves Hagar and Ishmael
from death in the desert.
Seventh miracle: G-d
saves Itzchak from being
sacrifice by his father by
stopping the hand of the
killer and providing a ram
to be sacrificed instead of
the son.

Stories and Traditions

Additional
Blessings

R
Inspirational
Corner

v The G-d of

heaven speaks to
every faithful parent
in the words addressed to Abraham:
“I know him, that
he will command
his children and
his household after
him, and they shall
keep the way of the
Lord, to do justice
and judgment; that
the Lord may bring
upon Abraham that
which he hath spoken of him.” (Genesis
18:19.)—PP 143144. (CE 222)

abbi Nachman once
asked Rabbi Yitzchak
for a blessing. Rabbi
Yitzchak replied “Let me tell you
a parable, A man was once traveling through the desert. Hungry,
tired and thirsty, he arrived at an
oasis where he found a fruit-laden
tree and a stream of water beside
it. He ate the fruit, drank the water and rested in the shade of the
tree. Refreshed, he rose to go. But
first, he wanted to bless this wonderful tree.
“Tree, tree, how can I bless
you?” He said. “I cannot bless
you with sweet fruit, for they are
already sweet. I cannot bless you
with ample shade, for you already
have it. I cannot bless you with a
stream of water, for you already
have one. All I can say is, may it
be the Will of Hashem that all
shoots replanted from you should
be just like you.”
“So is it with you, Rabbi
Nachman,” he concluded. “You
have Torah, wealth and sons. All
I can say is, may it be the will of
Hashem that your sons should be
just like you’.”
The commentators wonder:
Was Rabbi Nachman so totally
blessed that he had no room for
additional blessings for himself?
Was there nothing left to do but
bless his children?
The answer lies in Rabbi
Nachman’s connection to
Torah. The blessing was that
his connection to Torah and
the nobility of character it
engenders should become so
deep and powerful that Rabbi
Nachman and the Torah would
become one and the same entity.
In that case, his children would
automatically follow in his ways.
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The blessing, therefore, was to
Rabbi Nachman himself, but
it would manifest itself in his
children.

The Greatest
Blessing

Y

ankel was a vagabond.
Every Friday he would
spend the last of his few
zloty at the bathhouse and barber and, well groomed, he would
present himself in the synagogue
as a respected businessperson from out-of-town. Then he
would usually get a sumptuous
Shabbat meal at the home of the
wealthiest Jew in town. One Friday afternoon he was in the city
of Lodz and inquired about the
wealthiest Jew. “Velvel, the banker,” he was told “is definitely the
wealthiest Jew. But he is also the
stingiest. You never get a chance
to eat the delicious dishes that
he serves you!” “How’s that?”
asked Yankel. “Well, as soon as
you take you first bite he engages
you in conversation. You begin to
speak, and as soon as your eyes
leave your plate, a waiter comes
and snatches your food away!”
With a game plan in mind
Yankel posed as a businessman
from Warsaw, and got invited to
Reb Velvel’s magnificent home.
The table was set with exquisite
china, and the delicious smells
wafting from the kitchen made
Yankel’s hungry mouth water.
After kiddush and challah,
the first course was served, a
succulent piece of white fish. As
Yankel speared it with his fork a
voice boomed from the head of
the table.
“So, Yankel, tell me, how is my
cousin Shlomo feeling? You must
know Shlomo, the tailor?”
Yankel kept his fork embedded

in the fish and held tight as he
nodded somberly. “He’s dead.”
“What? Shlomo is dead? How
can that be?” He ran to the
kitchen and shouted for his wife,
while Yankel managed to finish
his fish in comfort. He even got
in a few nibbles off an adjoining
plate. After the shock wore off,
they served the soup.
After the first sip, the banker
was quick to his old ways.
“You don’t happen to know my
father’s brother Reb David the
bookbinder, do you?” With the
waiter poised to pounce, Yankel
nodded again. “He died too!”
“What?” cried the stunned
host. “How can that be? I just got
a letter from him last week!”
He ran next door to tell his
brother the terrible news—while
Yankel calmly finished his soup.
The main course, with
chicken, also saw the death of
more members of the Warsaw
community,
each
tiding
throwing the banker into a tizzy.
Meanwhile Yankel ate his portion
and all the portions of those who
were sickened by the terrible news
that they had just heard.
By the time dessert came, the
banker got hold of the scheme.
“What’s going on?” He
shouted. “Are you trying to tell
me that the entire Warsaw has
dropped dead?”
“No,” answered Yankel, “what I
am trying to tell you is that when I
eat, the whole world drops dead!”
Calm and composure are the
greatest blessing. For without
them, the bread of plenty can
still be bread of affliction. The
Torah does not give half-baked
blessings. For we must not only
pray for sustenance, but also
health, well being, and serenity
with which to enjoy it.
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v Isaac is bound by

Genesis 18:1- 22:24
“And the LORD appeared to him by the oaks of Mamre, as he sat at the door
of his tent in the heat of the day. He lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold,
three men were standing in front of him. When he saw them, he ran from the
tent door to meet them and bowed himself to the earthand said, “O Lord, if I
have found favor in your sight, do not pass by your servant. Let a little water
be brought, and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree, while I
bring a morsel of bread, that you may refresh yourselves, and after that you
may pass on—since you have come to your servant.” So they said, “Do as
you have said.”” (Genesis 18:1–5 )
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the trembling, loving
hands of his pitying
father because G-d has
said it. The son submits
to the sacrifice because
he believes in the integrity of his father.
But when everything
is ready, when the faith
of the father and the
submission of the son
are fully tested, the angel
of G-d stays the uplifted
hand of Abraham that
is about to slay his son
and tells him that it is
enough. “Now I know
that thou fearest G-d,
seeing thou hast not withheld thy son, thine only
son from Me.” (Genesis
22:12.)
This act of faith in Abraham is recorded for our
benefit. It teaches us the
great lesson of confidence in the requirements of G-d, however
close and cutting they
may be; and it teaches
children perfect submission to their parents and
to G-d. By Abraham’s
obedience we are taught
that nothing is too precious for us to give to
G-d. (CCh 187)

