
Chanukah: December 7-14
( I hope that every Jewish Adventist congre-
gation has prepared a good lightning of the 
Chanukiah for this Jewish feasts and has invit-
ed their Jewish friends and neighbor to attend 
this special event. Here are the blessings Jews 
pronounce when they light the candles:

1st Chanukah blessing
 Baruch ata adonay elohenu melech haolam 

asher kideshanu bemitsvotay Vetsivanu 
lehadlik ner shel chanuka.

Blessed are you L-rd our G-d, king of 
the universe, who  sanctifi es us by your 
commandments and commands us to 

light the candle of Chanukah.
2nd Chanukah blessing

Baruch ata adonay elohenu melech haolam 
 she asa nisim leavotenu beyamim hahem 

bezman hazeh
Blessed are you L-rd our G-d, king of the 
universe, who did miracles for our fathers 

during those days during that time.
3rd Chanukah blessing

Baruch ata adonay elohenu melech haolam 
 Shehichiyanu Vehigyanu lezman hazeh

Blessed are you L-rd our G-d, king of 
the universe, who has revived us, who has 
sustained us, and who has brought us to 

this days.

Special Time in Brazil
( Richard Elofer is in Brazil during this spe-
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cial time of Chanukah. From December 1 to 5 
in Rio de Juanero to teach and train the mem-
bers of the Jewish Adventist congregation of 
Rio and to lead some meetings with the Con-
ference leaders, the Adventist pastors of the 
city and also pastors of other denominations. 

Th en from December 6 to 12, Richard 
Elofer will be in Manaus, which is the capital 
of Amazon to participate to a Global Mission 
meeting with General Conference’s leaders 
and  Andrews University’s professors. Th is 
meeting in Manaus will be a good occasion 
for us to meet the Jewish community on Fri-
day December 10 evening and the Jewish Ad-
ventist congregation of that city on Shabbat 
December 11.

Concert in Buenos Aires
(We have 
just been in-
formed that 
the Jewish 
A d v e n t i s t 
congregation 
of Buenos 
Aires orga-
nized a con-
cert on No-
vember 28. 
It is a great 
occasion to 
build good 
relat ionship 
with Jews
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Resources:
• Website: https://jewishadventist-org.gcnetadventist.org
A must website. To subscribe to our newsletter. To download some resources (Hebrew Sabbath School, 
and other documents). To order the book “Comfort, Comfort my people…” and many other things.
• Shalom Adventure Magazine online: www.ShalomAdventure.com
If you would like to read articles, watch videos, learn things about Judaism and Israel, this website is just 
for you.
• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WJAFC: If you would like to share with people, this 
forum on facebook is a good place for that.
• Photos on Google+: http://picasaweb.google.com/jewishadventist: We have posted a lot 
of pictures on Internet during the last years. Don’t hesitate to look at them.
• WebRadio: www.shema-israel-radio.com
If you would like to listen Jewish or Messianic songs. If you want to be used to ear modern Hebrew of the 
Apostolic Writings, it is the right radio to listen on the web. 
• Adventist Mission Website: http://wjafc.adventistmission.org/ Th is website is the new 
resource provided by the Offi  ce of Adventist Mission of the General Conference of the Seventh-day 
Adventists.
• Russian Website: http://www.boruh.info/ Th is website is in Russian, many articles and the 
parasha are posted on it every week.

Professional Urban 
Development:
The WJAFC provides:

- Professional Urban 
training for Jewish 
Ministry

- Teaching for 
theological students

- Help to plant new 
congregations.

- Support for Adventist-
Jewish dialogue with 
scholars and rabbis
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We pray every 
week for the 
leaders of the 
Jewish Ministry or 
Jews somewhere 
in the world.
I suggest that our 
partners pray next 
week (Chanukah) 
on December 
6-12, for the 
Jewish people 
living in the 
Inter-European 
Region (France, 
Germany, 
Switzerland, 
Belgium, Spain, 
Italy, Por-tugal, 
Romania, Bulgaria 
…). We run two 
Jewish Adventist 
ministries in these 
countries, one in 
France and one in 
Germany, Thank 
you for your 
prayers for these 
countries.
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NEWS
CHAG CHANUKAH SAMEACH 

HAPPY  CHANUKAH



In the Parasha’s sub-
plot, Yehuda’s son, Er, 
dies as punishment for 
preventing his wife Tamar 
from becoming pregnant. 

Onan, Yehuda’s second 
son, then weds Tamar by 
levirate marriage. He too 
is punished in similar cir-
cumstances. 

When Yehuda’s wife 
dies, Tamar resolves to 
have children through Ye-
huda, as this union will 
find the Davidic line cul-
minating in the Mashiach 
(Yeshua was a descendant 
of Yehuda and Tamar). 
Meanwhile, Yosef rises to 
power in the house of his 
Egyptian master. 

His extreme beauty at-
tracts the unwanted ad-
vances of his master’s 
wife. Enraged by his re-
jection, she accuses Yosef 
of attempting to seduce 
her, and he is imprisoned. 
In prison, Yosef success-
fully predicts the outcome 
of the dream of Pharaoh’s 
wine steward, who is re-
instated, and the dream of 
Pharaoh’s baker, who is 
hanged.

Yaacov Settled

The Torah states 
“Yaakov settled 
(vayeshev) in the 

land of his father’s sojourn-
ing, in the land of Canaan” 
(Genesis 37:1). The Torah 
uses the Hebrew verb ye-
shev, “settled,” to describe 
his action of setting up a 
homestead, Yaakov wanted 
to live in peace.  After living 
hard time with his brother 
and Laban, Yaakov wanted 
to follow the example of his 
father Itzchak and to live in 
tranquility. After all, this 
was the land of Canaan, the 
land that had been prom-
ised for quiet development. 
But by G-d’s plan, the time 
for that had not yet arrived, 
his life will continue to be 
difficult, especially when 
his sons will provoke the 
exile of their brother Yosef. 

Yosef and His 
Brothers

Yaakov family was a 
special family, some 
will say a dysfunc-

tional family, however, 
G-d is working with our 
infirmity. Yaakov had two 
wives, Leah, Rachel, and 
two concubines Billah and 
Zilpah. These four wives 

tional personality, and Is-
rael (not Yaakov) regarded 
Yosef as the most excellent 
of his sons, he saw himself 
living on  in Yosef. In Yo-
sef he saw the heir to all 
his spiritual attainments. It 
is a constant in the Bible, 
it is not the older who in-
herit the spiritual heritage. 
Ishmael was older than 
Itzchak, but Itzchak was 
the heir of Abraham; Esau 
was older than Yaakov, but 
it was Yaakov who was the 
heir, Ruben was older than 
Yosef, but Yosef played the 
role of the firstborn. Reu-
ben, Shim’on, Levi were 
older than Yehuda, but it 
is Yehuda who received the 
leadership and the privilege 
of the first born and the 
King of Israel was chosen 
from the tribe of Yehuda. 
Manasse was older than 
Ephraim, but Ephraim re-
ceived the privilege of being 
firstborn. This means that 
G-d is not looking at the 
appearance but at the heart.
The text continues: “he 
made him a robe of many 
colors.” (Gen 37:3) This was 
not judicious and wise, Yo-
sef gave a bad report to his 
father about his brother. 
The robe is considered as a 
reward by his brothers. Yaa-
kov should have rejected the 
bad reports. Generally, fa-

voritism shown to one child 
had and has only harmful 
effects in the history of our 
forefathers and in the histo-
ry of any home. The rest of 
this story will make it clear.
 
Yosef’s Dreams

When Yosef had 
a dream and 
told his broth-

ers about it.  “Now Yosef 
had a dream, and when he 
told it to his brothers they 
hated him even more” (Gen 
37:5). They did not want to 
hear him. But he insisted 
“Hear this dream that I have 
dreamed:” (Gen 37:6). May-
be Yosef ’s brothers did not 
understand the dream and 
did not accept it, because it 
was strange for them. 

The object in Yosef ’s 
dream were sheaves of 
wheat. Agriculture was not 
the brothers occupation; 
they were shepherds. Their 
destiny to become an agri-
cultural nation was still in 
the distant future. If farm-
ing was so much in Yo-
sef ’s thoughts that he even 
dreamed about it, this could 
have been so only because 
his father, Israel, had taught 
him about the national des-
tiny that was in store for his 
family. The brothers were 
so upset that they left and 

went to pasture their flock 
“Now his brothers went to 
pasture their father’s flock 
near Shechem.” (Gen 37:12) 
They were living in Hevron 
in the South of Jerusalem, 
they went to Shechem at 53 
miles (85 km) from Hevron. 
A curious place when we 
know what happened to Di-
nah in that city. It was a city 
were the brothers united to-
gether to defend the honor 
of the family.

Hebron was according to 
its name the city of broth-
erhood solidarity, they went 
there hoping to take cour-
age for the decision that 
again seemed necessary for 
the future of the family.

According to Rabbi Zev 
Leff: The brothers viewed 
Joseph as a threat to the 
nation, which in their view 
had already come into be-
ing. They perceived him as 
attempting to curry favor in 
Jacob’s eyes at their expense. 
They viewed their father’s 
love for Joseph as coming 
at their expense, and thus 
estranged themselves from 
him and could not find the 
ability to speak to him in 
harmonious perfection that 
had to be reached through 
the unity of each tribe con-
tributing its unique portion, 
and not usurping the role of 
another tribe.

Parasha for  
this Week

Vayeshev 

bRvE¥yÅw
Genesis 37:1 - 40:23

“Now Israel loved Joseph more than any 
other of his sons, because he was the 

son of his old age. And he made him a 
robe of many colors.” (Genesis 37:3)
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Parasha Overview:
Vayeshev

Yaakov settles in 
the land of Ca-
naan. His son, 

Yosef, brings him critical 
reports about his broth-
ers. Yaakov makes Yosef 
a fine tunic of multi-col-
ored woolen strips. 

Yosef exacerbates his 
brothers’s hatred by 
recounting prophetic 
dreams of sheaves of 
wheat bowing to his 
sheaf, and of the sun, 
moon and stars bowing 
to him, signifying that all 
his family will appoint 
him king. 

The brothers indict 
Yosef and resolve to ex-
ecute him. When Yosef 
comes to Shechem, the 
brothers relent and de-
cide, at Reuven’s instiga-
tion, to throw him into a 
pit instead. 

Reuven’s intent was to 
save Yosef. Yehuda per-
suades the brothers to 
take Yosef out of the pit 
and sell him to a caravan 
of passing Ishmaelites.
Reuven returns to find 
the pit empty and rends 
his clothes. The broth-
ers soak Yosef’s tunic in 
goat’s blood and show it 
to Yaakov, who assumes 
that Yosef has been de-
voured by a wild beast. 

Yaakov is inconsolable. 
Meanwhile, in Egypt, Yo-
sef has been sold to Poti-
phar, Pharaoh’s Cham-
berlain of the Butchers. 

gave twelve sons and one 
daughter to Yaakov. In his 
way back to Canaan Rachel 
died when she gave birth to 
her last son, Benyamin. The 
great difference between 
Yosef, Benyamin and their 
brothers, is that they had to 
grew up without a mother. 
All others sons of Yaakov 
grown up in the company of 
their brothers under mother’s 
wing and under the influence 
of her love and care, but not 
Yosef and Benyamin. Even 
more, Benyamin was born 
when his mother was giving 
birth, that means Yosef who 
was the first born, grew up 
alone, Benyamin was still a 
child, he had no compan-
ion of his age with whom to 
speak and with whom to play. 

Let’s remember that only 
Leah was buried in the cave 
of Makhpelah in Hebron; 
Although the concubines 
had risen in status as Yaa-
kov’s wives, nevertheless they 
never completely lost their 
feeling of inferiority. Yosef 
who was a little arrogant as-
sociated with the sons of the 
concubines who perhaps sub-
mitted a little to him. “Yosef, 
being seventeen years old, 
was pasturing the flock with 
his brothers. He was a boy 

with the sons of Bilhah and 
Zilpah, his father’s wives.” 
(Gen 37:2).

It is not easy to raise thir-
teen children and to manage 
in the same time the poten-
tial conflict between the four 
wives.  The ideal of the bib-
lical home is strictly a prod-
uct of education through the 
Bible; the sense of duty, the 
common commitment to the 
same Divine aim, and the 
work together in fulfilling 
this mission, should level out 
all difference. 

 
Israel Loved Yosef

The Torah states: “Is-
rael loved Yosef more 
than any other of his 

sons because he was the son 
of his old age” (Gen 37:3). 
The word “loved” used in 
this verse is a very strong 
word; Rabbi Hirsch says that 
it means “to give oneself up 
completely to another and 
to seek the other’s extreme 
closeness.” The consequence 
of this favoritism is that his 
brothers cannot speak with 
him LeShalom (in a way that 
lead to peace). 

In the Jewish tradition, 
Yosef is called Yosef Hatsadik 
(Yosef the righteous). Yosef 
had the making of an excep-



Haftara Overview
Amos 2:6 - 3:8

We continue 
to read in 
this parasha 

the story of Yaakov and 
specially the painful 
experience of Yosef who 
was sold by his brothers 
for some coins of silver.  
(Genesis 37:27-28). 

This text of Amos 
could be linked to the 
selling of Yosef for some 
coins of silver “Thus 
says the L-rd:  For three 
transgressions of Israel, 
and for four, I will not 
revoke the punishment; 
because they sell the 
righteous for silver, and 
the needy for a pair of 
sandals” (Amos 2:6).

The parasha describes 
the beginning of the 
installation of the Is-
raelites in Egypt “Now 
Yosef was taken down to 
Egypt, and Potiphar, an 
officer of Pharaoh, the 
captain of the guard, an 
Egyptian, bought him 
from the Ishmaelites 
who had brought him 
down there.” (Gen. 39:1)

The mention of Egypt 
in our Haftara is also a 
link with the Parasha 
where Yosef is sold and 
then will see Israel to 
be installed in Egypt, 

then after slavery they 
will have to leave.  “Also 
I brought you up out of 
the land of Egypt, and 
led you forty years in the 
wilderness, to possess the 
land of the Amorite. And 
I raised up some of your 
children to be prophets 
and some of your youths 
to be nazirites. Is it not 
indeed so, O people of 
Israel? says the L-rd.” 
(Amos 2:10-11). 

It is not easy to be G-
d’s people in the Para-
sha, it gives them more 
responsibilities and from 
time to time Israel did 
not use their privilege 
properly, that’s why the 
L-rd has said to them: 
“Hear this word that the 
L-rd has spoken against 
you, O people of Israel, 
against the whole family 
that I brought up out of 
the land of Egypt: You 
only have I known of all 
the families of the earth; 
therefore I will punish 
you for all your iniqui-
ties.” (Amos 3:1-2).

 Divine Purpose

Yosef’s brothers sold 
their brother into 
slavery. Yosef ends up 

in Egypt working for an offi-
cer in the king’s guard. Even-
tually, Yosef lands in prison 
when he refuses the advances 
of his master’s wife. Anyone 
else could be very discour-
aged for this unfortunate 
situation. However, Yosef ’s 
coming to Egypt was or-
dained by Divine Providence 
to save Yaakov and his family 
who were destined to enter 
Egypt because of a famine. 
It took twenty-two painful 
years for Yosef and Yaakov 
to realize the purpose of their 
separation, but in the end G-
d’s purpose became obvious.

This Parasha is a great 
lesson in believing that 
nothing in this world is 
by chance.  Whatever 
G-d does is for a purpose.  
Whether it takes twenty 
two years or whether one 
may never see and realize 
the purpose, it is comfort-
ing to know that everything 
is by Divine Purpose.

Appearances

How painful it is 
and how destruc-
tive it is to have to 

be judged merely by appear-
ance. Appearances often 
times deceive the beholder. 
In this week’s parasha this 
human tendency to rush 
to judgment on the basis 

These texts of the 
parasha and the Be-
sorah of Mark have 

some interesting parallels. 
The first part of the Besorah 
is in parallel with the story 
of Judah and Tamar. Let’s 
remember the story, Judah 
left his family and married 
a Canaanite lady, she gave to 
Judah three boys: Er, Onan 
and Shelah. When Er grew 
up, his father chose a wife 
for him, her name was Tam-
ar. However, Er was weak, 
not in a very good health and 
died before Tamar could give 
him a son. Then Judah who 
followed G-d’s law went to 
his second son, Onan and 
said to him: “Go in to your 
brother’s wife and perform 
the duty of a brother-in-law 
to her, and raise up offspring 
for your brother.” (Genesis 
38:8). But Onan was not a 
good man, the Bible says that 
he was a wicked man, he did 
not want to give a son to his 
brother: “But Onan knew 
that the offspring would not 
be his. So whenever he went 
in to his brother’s wife he 
would waste the semen on 
the ground, so as not to give 
offspring to his brother.” 
(Genesis 38:9). Because of 
his sins G-d punished him 
and he died too. Then Judah 
was in trouble, he had only 
one son left from his wife, 
thus he did not give Shelah, 
his third son to Tamar. In 
the course of time Judah’s 
wife died too. Even though 
Shelah grew up, Judah for-
got his promise to Tamar. 
Thus she was not happy and 
used a stratagem to recall to 
Judah that he failed to keep 
his promise and to follow 

the custom. When she heard 
that Judah was coming to 
the city, she covered her-
self with special clothes and 
went to the street. Judah saw 
her, did not recognize her, 
thought that she was a pros-
titute, went to her and as a 
result she became pregnant. 
Later, people came to Judah 
saying: “Tamar your daugh-
ter-in-law has been immoral. 
Moreover, she is pregnant 
by immorality.” And Judah 
said, “Bring her out, and 
let her be burned.” (Gen-
esis 38:24). Just before being 
punished she revealed who 
was the father of her baby, 
when Judah recognized 
what he did, he affirmed: 
“She is more righteous than 
I, since I did not give her to 
my son Shelah.” (Genesis 
38:26). The text of the Be-
sorat of Mark for this week 
is related to this law. Ye-
shua was always questioned 
by Pharisees or Sadducees. 
Yeshua was closer to the 
Pharisees than to the Sad-
ducees. The Sadducees had 
some theological problems, 
one of these problems was 
that they did not believe in 
the resurrection. One of the 
main doctrine of Judaism is 
to believe in the resurrection 
of the dead at the coming of 
the Messiah, as Maimonides 
affirmed it: “I believe that 
there will be a resurrection 
of the dead.” The question of 
the Sadducees was about this 
law of marriage of a wid-ow 
by her younger brothers-in-
law and they said: “Teacher, 
Moses wrote for us that if 
a man’s brother dies and 
leaves a wife, but leaves no 
child, the man must take the 

widow and raise up offspring 
for his brother. There were 
seven brothers; the first took 
a wife, and when he died 
left no offspring. And the 
second took her, and died, 
leaving no offspring. And 
the third likewise. And the 
seven left no offspring. Last 
of all the woman also died. 
In the resurrection, when 
they rise again, whose wife 
will she be? For the seven 
had her as wife.” (Mark 
12:19–23). It is in this text 
that Yeshua pronounced his 
famous sentence: “Is this not 
the reason you are wrong, 
because you know neither 
the Scriptures nor the power 
of God? For when they rise 
from the dead, they neither 
marry nor are given in mar-
riage, but are like angels in 
heaven.” (Mark 12:24–25). 
The Sadducees did not un-
derstand the spiritual nature 
of the ‘Olam Habaah (the 
World-to-come) but Yeshua 
did not compromise with 
people and did not hesitate 
to say to them that they did 
not understand God’s Word 
and His power, Yeshua an-
swered that in heaven we 
will be “like angels.” 

Some other parallels can 
be underlined between these 
texts of Genesis and Mark 
as: Yeshua telling the great-
est commandments: loving 
G-d over anything else in 
parallel with Joseph who did 
not want to sleep with Poti-
phar’s wife, his love for G-d 
was over anything. A second 
one is that Joseph and Ye-
shua were both rejected by 
their people, even though 
they were chosen by G-d for 
a great saving ministry.

“And they took him and threw him into a pit. The pit 
was empty; there was no water in it.” (Genesis 37:24)

Apostolic Writings — Mark 12:18 - 13:4

4 5

of external appearances and 
physical circumstances plays 
an important part in the nar-
rative of the Torah.

1. The brothers of Yosef mis-
interpret the cloak given to 
him by their father as a symbol 
of hatred towards them. “Why 
should he be allowed to dress 
differently than we?” is their 
complaint. Yosef ’s attitude 
and his dreams certainly did 
not help the situation, but in 
the judgment of the Torah and 
its commentators, the brothers 
misread the situation and bad-
ly overreacted. Yosef ’s physi-
cal beauty, his attention to his 
appearance and his brilliant 
and charming personality only 
intensified the hatred of his 
brothers towards him. He was 
far too “different” than they 
were and in the words of the 
Torah itself, the brothers never 
really recognized Yosef as the 
great, noble and holy person 
that he was until very late in 
their relationship with him.

2. In the Torah, we are told 
of the instance where Yehuda 
sees a woman sitting at the 
crossroads of a highway. He 
does not recognize her even 
though she is his daughter-in-
law. She is dressed in a “dif-
ferent” manner “When Judah 
saw her, he thought she was a 
prostitute, for she had covered 
her face.” (Genesis 38:15) and 
he immediately comes to the 
conclusion that because of the 
circumstances, she must be 
a harlot. He will be eternally 
and publicly shamed for mis-

taking Tamar’s appearance — 
and out of this unlikely union 
the future of the Jewish people 
will arise. However it is obvi-
ous that this was not Yehuda’s 
finest hour. He judged the 
woman by her appearance and 
he was mistaken. He will later 
admit publicly that she was the 
more righteous one.

3. Yosef is attractive and 
charming and well liked by 
all who come into contact 
with him. He is entrusted 
with everything in Potiphar’s 
house. The wife of Potiphar 
misreads Yosef ’s appearance 
and is convinced that he will 
succumb to her seductions 
“Now Joseph was handsome 
in form and appearance. And 
after a time his master’s wife 
cast her eyes on Joseph and 
said, “Lie with me.” But he 
refused” (Genesis 39:6–8). 

4. When Yosef is the Vice-
Roy in Egypt, Yosef recogniz-
es his brothers but they do not 
recognize him. “And Joseph 
recognized his brothers, but 
they did not recognize him.” 
(Genesis 42:8) They see only a 
person clothed in the garb of 
an Egyptian viceroy standing 
before them. How painful it 
is and how destructive it is to 
have to be judged merely by 
appearance and raiment. 

Rabbi Berel Wein says “In 
truth, the Torah teaches us 
that ‘humans only see physi-
cally what appears before their 
eyes but that the Lord, sees 
into the heart and essence of 
the person.’”



STORIES AND TRADITIONS

Inspirational 
Corner

v   From the 
beginning G-d 
has wrought 
through His 
people to bring 
blessing to the 
world. To the 
ancient Egyp-
tian nation G-d 
made Joseph 
a fountain of 
life. �rough 
the integrity of 
Joseph the life 
of that whole 
people was pre-
served. (AA 13)

Inspirational 
Corner

v  The lessons 
given Joseph in 
his youth by Ja-
cob in expressing 
his firm trust in 
God and relating 
to him again and 
again the precious 
evidences of His 
loving-kindness 
and unceasing care 
were the very les-
sons he needed in 
his exile among an 
idolatrous people.  
(CG 197) 

Trust in G-d

A father had two sons.  One 
was clever while the other 
was foolish.  The foolish 

son thought that he was the smart-
est person on earth and that ev-
eryone else was foolish.  One day, 
the father said to the smart son, 
“Take your brother to the big city 
and show him around.  Perhaps he 
will realize that he does not know 
everything.”

Th ey came to the big city and 
passed by a store that made furni-
ture. Th e silly brother said, “Look 
how people are taking good and 
expensive wood, piercing holes 
through them and cutting them 
into pieces!  I told you everyone 
was foolish!”  Th e brother didn’t say 
anything but continued on. Th ey 
came to another store that made 
clothing and again the foolish one 
exclaimed, “Look! Here, too, the 
people are taking beautiful pieces 
of cloth and cutting them up!”

“Wait here a while,” answered the 
intelligent brother, “and you will 
see who is the fool.”  Before long, 
they saw that the cut pieces were 
sewn together and, in time, beauti-
ful garments were produced.  “Now 
let’s go back to the furniture store.”  
Th ere too, they saw that carpenters 
were using the pieces of wood to 
create beautiful furniture.  “Now I 
see,” said the silly son.  “Perhaps it 
is I who is the fool and not everyone 
else!” Th e fact that we know that 
everything is from G-d, regardless 
of the uncertainty and confusion 
the world is going through, should 
give us good reason to have faith 
and trust in G-d that, in the end, 
things will turn out for the best.

Prisoner Exchange
The tavern keeper stood before 

his landlord, quaking with ter-

ror. His rent was due that day, but 
he did not have a penny to pay. He 
would have to ask for a postpone-
ment. Would the hardhearted land-
lord agree? He shivered, waiting for 
an answer, hoping and fearing.

From the frown on the land-
lord’s beefy face, he already had 
his answer. Th e heavyset gentile 
growled as he said, “How dare you 
appear before me without bring-
ing the money, you fi lthy Jew!”

He shouted for his servants to 
bring clubs and whips to beat the 
tavern keeper. Th ey fell upon him 
with a lust of their own, strik-
ing him until he was bruised and 
bleeding. He suff ered in silence, 
but his ordeal was still not over.

“Now take this Jewish dog, 
chain him and throw him 
into the dungeon. And throw 
his family out into the street.”

Mere mention of the dungeon 
struck terror in all Jewish hearts. 
It was a damp, dingy underground 
pit in a cellar on the landlord’s 
estate. It was used to punish all 
those who dared defy and dis-
please the landlord, owner of the 
vast estate which employed doz-
ens of Jews in various capacities. 
Not always did the victim emerge 
alive from this horrible pit alive.

Th e pain-racked Jew lay on the 
damp fl oor of the dungeon. He 
wept and thought, “Will I ever 
see my wife and children again? 
Will I ever get out of here alive?”

Th e news of this tragedy 
reached Rabbi Moshe Leib Sass-
over, the great rebbe whose heart 
wept for all of his brothers in 
sorrow. Th e plight of the home-
less, fatherless family shook him 
deeply; the tears streamed in-
voluntarily down his cheeks.

He arose and made his way to 
the landlord’s mansion. Rabbi 

Moshe Leib knocked boldly on 
the door. Th e gate man opened 
the huge door, and was sur-
prised to see a distinguished-
looking Jew standing outside.

“What do you want?” he asked.
“Take me to your master,” Rabbi 

Moshe Leib demanded authori-
tatively. “I must speak to him.”

Th e gate man was so impressed 
by the rabbi’s bearing and confi -
dence that he led him straight to the 
owner. Th e landlord was stunned to 
see this impressive Jew in his home.

“Sir,” said Rabbi Moshe Leib, “I 
have heard that there is a wounded 
Jew imprisoned on your property, 
in the dungeon of your castle.”

“He deserves it!” Th e land-
lord replied hotly. “He did not 
pay his rent. Th at is the punish-
ment for failing to pay rent.”

Rabbi Moshe Leib did not make 
any demands. With a suave tone, he 
said, “I would like to suggest an off er.”

“An off er?” Th e landlord repeat-
ed, his voice rising with curiosity. 
“What could you possibly off er?”

“Look at the matter logically. 
What possible benefi t can you reap 
from holding this Jew in jail? His 
suff ering will not pay the rent; you 
surely can understand that. How-
ever, if you were to free him and 
imprison me in his stead, I am cer-
tain that my fellow Jews would has-
ten to redeem me for the amount 
that he owes, and even more. What 
do you say to that suggestion?”

Th e landlord’s eyes lit up. He 
never would have conceived such 
a thought. He would be able to 
demand any amount of ransom 
for this distinguished Jew. “I 
accept your off er,” he said. He 
freed the Jew and imprisoned 
Rabbi Moshe Leib instead, 
chaining him hand and foot.

“Jacob lived in the land of his father’s sojourning, in the land of Canaan. 
These are the generations of Jacob. 
Yosef, being seventeen years old, was pasturing the flock with his brothers. He was 
a boy with the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah, his father’s wives. And Yosef brought a bad 
report of them to their father. Now Israel loved Yosef more than any other of his sons, 
because he was the son of his old age. And he made him a robe of many colors. But when 
his brothers saw that their father loved him more than all his brothers, they hated him and 
could not speak peacefully to him.”

(Genesis 37:1–4)
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