We pray every week for
the leaders of the Jewish
Ministry,

• Website: www.jewishadventist.org

A must website. To subscribe to our newsletter. To download some resources (Hebrew Sabbath School,
and other documents). To order the book “Comfort, Comfort my people…” and many other things.
•

Professional Urban
Development:
The WJAFC provides:
- Professional Urban
training for Jewish
Ministry
- Teaching for
theological students

Shalom Adventure Magazine online: www.ShalomAdventure.com

If you would like to read articles, watch videos, learn things about Judaism and Israel, this website is just
for you.
• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WJAFC: If you would like to share with people, this
forum on facebook is a good place for that.

• Photos on Google+: https://get.google.com/albumarchive/1131446298409925652
91?source=pwa We have posted a lot of pictures on Internet during the last years. Don’t hesitate to
look at them.

• Adventist Mission Website: http://wjafc.globalmissioncenters.org/ This website is the

new resource provided by the Office of Adventist Mission of the General Conference of the Seventh-day
Adventists.
• Russian Website: http://www.boruh.info/ This website is in Russian, many articles and the
parasha are posted on it every week.

- Help to plant new
congregations.
- Support for AdventistJewish dialogue with
scholars and rabbis
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NEWS

Next Jewish Celebration
v December is always a special month for the

Jewish people. Chanukah is coming soon. It is
the feast of the “dedication.” This feast is known
in this way by the Jewish people, the Apostolic
Writings, and Yeshua: “At that time the Feast of
Dedication took place at Jerusalem. It was winter,” ( John 10:22). However the particularity of
this feast on this year 5777 or 2016-2017 is that
this celebration will be exactly on the night of
Christmas for most of the Christians. The first
day of Chanukah will be on December 25th of
December, and the lighting of the first candle
on the 24th of December. It is an extraordinary
coincidence for a common Jewish Adventist celebration of the shining light who is Yeshua: “In
him was life, and the life was the light of men.
The light shines in the darkness, and
the darkness has not overcome it.”
( John 1:4–5). We are just 2 weeks
before Chanukah/Christmas, both
of these feasts are not biblical, but
they are important celebrations for
the people who celebrate them.
Let’s organize special events in order to help these people, Jews and
Christians, to understand who is
Yeshua our Messiah.
It is not very often the calendar
gives us this opportunity to celebrate, let’s do it with this spirit
of contextualization which has
led us in our ministry.

Congratulation to Dr. Roger Lang
v Pastor Roger Lang from Wellington, in

New Zealand was, on Monday November 28,
at Avondale college, in Australia to defend
his PhD dissertation, his dissertation was approved by the faculty of Avondale College.
His dissertation title is “The Intellectual and
Ethical Connections Between Matthew 5:3842 and Mishna Pirkei Avot.” Congratulation
Dr Lang! All the friends of the World Jewish Adventist Friendship Center, all over the
world are proud to count a new PhD Doctor among them. Anything Dr. Roger Lang
and his wife Dr Jennifer Lang will do in the
future, teaching, pastoring, administrating, as
Jews their heart will be with us and we thank
them for this.

Parasha Overview:

F

Vayetse

leeing from Esav,
Yaakov leaves Beer
Sheva and sets out
for Charan, the home of his
mother’s family.
Yaakov Arrives at Bethel,
Hebrew word meaning
“House of God. “
He sleeps there and
dreams of angels going up
and down a ladder between
Heaven and earth. G-d
promises him the Land of
Israel, that he will found a
great nation and that he will
enjoy Divine protection.
Yaakov wakes and vows
to build an altar there and
tithe all that he will receive.
Then he travels to Charan
and meets his cousin Rachel at the well. He arranges with her father, Lavan,
to work seven years for her
hand in marriage, but Lavan fools Yaakov, substituting Rachel’s older sister,
Leah.
Yaakov commits himself to work another seven
years in order to also marry
Rachel.
Leah bears four sons:
Reuven, Shimon, Levi and
Yehuda, the first Tribes of
Israel.
Rachel is barren, and in
to give Yaakov children,
she gives her handmaiden
Bilhah to Yaakov as a wife.
Bilhah bears Dan and
Naftali. Leah also gives
Yaakov her handmaiden
Zilpah, who bears Gad and
Asher.

Parasha for
this Week

“Laban invited all the local people and
made a wedding feast. In the evening, he
took his daughter Leah and brought her to
[Jacob] who consummated the marriage
with her.” (Genesis 29:22,23)

Vayetse
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Genesis 28:10-32:3
G-d Blesses Yaakov

T

he parasha starts saying: “Jacob left Beersheba, and set out
for Haran. He came upon
a certain place and stopped
there for the night,” (Genesis
28:10–11 JPS). It was a night
of marvels. He dreamed a
dream in which the course
of the future, the world’s history was unfolded to him.
In the vision the plan of redemption was presented to
Jacob, not fully, but in such
part as were essential to him
at that time. On a ladder set
up on the earth, with the
top of it reaching to heaven,
he beheld, according to the
Jewish tradition, the two
angels who had been sent to
Sodom. Furthermore, God
showed unto Jacob the revelation at Mount Sinai, the
transfiguration of Elijah, the
Temple in its glory and in
its spoliation, the coming of
the Messiah. From this wondrous dream Jacob awoke
with a start of fright, on account of the vision he had
had of the destruction of the
Temple and the slaying of the
Mashiach ben Yoseph. He
cried out, “How awesome is
this place! This is none other
than the house of God, and
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that is the gateway to heaven.”
(17)And G-d blessed him with
all the blessings of Abraham
and Itzchak, “I am the Lord,
the God of your father Abraham and the God of Isaac:
the ground on which you are
lying I will assign to you and
to your offspring. Your descendants shall be as the dust of
the earth; you shall spread out
to the west and to the east, to
the north and to the south. All
the families of the earth shall
bless themselves by you and
your descendants. Remember,
I am with you: I will protect
you wherever you go and will
bring you back to this land. I
will not leave you until I have
done what I have promised
you.” (Genesis 28:13–15) God
promised him almost all that
is desirable, but Jacob feared he
might forfeit the pledged blessings through his sinfulness,
and again he prayed earnestly
that God bring him back to
his father’s house unimpaired
in body, possessions, and
knowledge, and guard him, in
the strange land where he was
going, against idolatry, an immoral life, and Bloodshed. “If
God remains with me, if He
protects me on this journey
that I am making, and gives
me bread to eat and clothing to

wear, and if I return safe to my
father’s house—the Lord shall
be my God. And this stone,
which I have set up as a pillar,
shall be God’s abode; and of
all that You give me, I will set
aside a tithe for You.” (Genesis
28:20–22).

Jacob Strength

W

hen Yaakov arrived
in Haran, he met
some shepherds
at the well, and their behavior astonished him: “He said,
‘It is still broad daylight, too
early to round up the animals;
water the flock and take them
to pasture.’ But they said, ‘We
cannot, until all the flocks are
rounded up; then the stone
is rolled off the mouth of the
well and we water the sheep’.”
(Genesis 29:7-8). Jacob found
it strange that so many should
be standing idle by the well,
and he questioned further:
“Are you day laborers? Then it
is too early for you to put by
your work. But if you are pasturing your own sheep, why do
you not water your flocks and
let them feed?” They told him
they were waiting until all the
shepherds brought their flocks
thither, and together rolled
the stone from the mouth of

the well. While he was yet
speaking with them, Rachel
came with her father’s sheep,
for Laban had no sons, and a
pest having broken out shortly
before among his cattle, so few
sheep were left that a maiden
like Rachel could easily tend
them. “Jacob went up and
rolled the stone off the mouth
of the well, and watered the
flock of his uncle Laban. Then
Jacob kissed Rachel, and broke
into tears.” (Genesis 29:10–
11). Now, when Jacob saw
the daughter of his mother’s
brother approaching, he rolled
the great stone from the mouth
of the well as easily as a cork
is drawn from a bottle—the
fourth wonder of this extraordinary day. Jacob’s strength
was equal to the strength of
all the shepherds; with his two
arms alone he accomplished
what usually requires the united forces of a large assemblage
of men. He had been divinely
endowed with this supernatural strength on leaving the
Holy Land. “God had caused
the dew of the resurrection to
drop down upon him, and his
physical strength was so great
that even in a combat with
the angels he was victorious.”
(Louis Ginzberg, The Legend
of the Bible, p. 169.)

A Wealthy Yaakov?

W

hen Yaakov arrived to the house
of Lavan, he came
with empty pockets, nothing
as his own belonging. This can
be surprising, because in the
previous parasha we learned
that Yitzchak called Yaakov
and blessed him and sent him
to the family of his mother to
take a wife among them “You
shall not take a wife from
among the Canaanite women.
Up, go to Paddan-aram, to the
house of Bethuel, your mother’s father, and take a wife
there from among the daughters of Laban, your mother’s
brother” (Genesis 28:1–2).
It is difficult to believe that
Yitzchak who knew the cost of
taking a wife—Eliezer, Abraham’s servant, went to Haran
with a caravan of 10 camels
full of gifts for the parents of
Lavan— Yitzchak knew the
cost of a travel from Beer-Sheva to Haran; how, knowing all
these costs, did he let his son,
Yaakov go with empty hands
to get a wife from Lavan? In
fact Yaakov left Beer Sheva
with wealth and a lot of gift
for his future father-in-law.
But we learn from the Jewish tradition that Eisav who

wanted to kill him, learned that
Yitzchak sent him with wealth
—which belonging to Eisav, as
the older brother— was very
angry at Yaakov and sent his
son Elifaz to catch up with Yaakov and kill him. When Elifaz
met Yaakov, he told him his
father’s orders. Yaakov told Elifaz, “A poor person is equivalent to a dead person (Nedarim
64b). Take all my valuables and
it will be considered as though
you killed me.” Thus, Eliphaz
took all the possessions of Yaakov and brought them back to
his father. And Yaakov arrived
with empty hands, without
nothing in the land of Haran.
Thus, when Lavan heard about
the coming of Yaakov from
the family of Abraham and
Yitzchak, he remembered about
Eliezer who came in the same
way, more than one hundred
years ago, while Lavan was still
very young, he ran and kissed
him, but was very disappointed
when he found Yaakov emptyhanded. He asked Yaakov why
Eliezer had carried so many
valuables while he, Yaakov, had
nothing? Yaakov “told Laban
all that had happened,” (Genesis 29:13 JPS) which means “I
left my house with great wealth
but the bandit Elifaz took it all
away.”
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Leah then bears Yissachar,
Zevulun, and a daughter,
Dina.
Hashem finally blesses
Rachel with a son, Yosef.
Yaakov decides to leave
Lavan, but Lavan, aware
of the wealth Yaakov has
made for him, is reluctant to
let him go, and concludes a
contract of employment with
him.
Lavan tries to swindle Yaakov, but Yaakov becomes
extremely wealthy.
Six years later, Yaakov,
aware that Lavan has become dangerously resentful
of his wealth, flees with his
family.
Lavan pursues them but is
warned by G-d not to harm
them.
Yaakov and Lavan agree
to a covenant and Lavan returns home.
Yaakov continues on his
way to face his brother Esav.

“Jacob began the journey, placing his children
and wives on the camels. He led away all
his livestock, and took all the goods he had
acquired, including everything that he had
bought in Padan Aram. He was heading to
see his father Isaac in the land of Canaan.”
(Genesis 31:17,18)

Haftarah Overview:

T

Hosea 11:7-14:10

his week’s Parasha
tells us that Yaakov left his home
to go to his Uncle Lavan’s
house. On the way he
slept in Bethel and had a
dream — the dream of the
ladder. “He came to a certain place and stayed there
for the night, … And he
dreamed that there was a
ladder set up on the earth,
the top of it reaching to
heaven; and the angels of
God were ascending and
descending on it. And the
LORD stood beside him
and said, “I am the LORD,
the God of Abraham your
father and the God of
Isaac; the land on which
you lie I will give to you
and to your offspring.”
(Genesis 28:11-13).
In the Haftara, Hosea
reminds us of Yaakov’s
dream saying. “He met
him at Bethel, and there
he spoke with him. The
L-rd the G-d of hosts,
the L-rd is his name!”
(Hosea 12:4,5). It is interesting that Hosea said
that Yaakov met the Lord
and spoke to him while
Yochanan said it was Yeshua, “The Son of Man,”
the title of the Mashiach
in Daniel 7.
In the parasha G-d spoke
directly to Yaakov: “Then
the LORD said to Yaa-

You Are My
Bones and Fleshed

T

he Torah states: “And
Lavan said to him;
‘Surely you are my
bones and flesh.’” (Genesis
29:14). They were two separate individuals. How could
it be that Yaakov was Lavan’s bone and flesh? There
are three partners in the
forming of man: The father,
the mother, and G-d who
give the Ruach, the breath
of life. Yaakov was related
to Lavan through both of
his parents. Yaakov’s mother
was Lavan’s sister, and his
grandfather, Avraham, was
a brother to Lavan’s grandfather Nachor. Thus, he was a
nephew through his mother
and a second cousin through
his father, Yitzchak. Consequently, through the paternal relationship, they were
of “one bone,” and from the
maternal relationship, they
were of “the same flesh.”

A Strange
Wedding

Y

aakov worked seven
years to marry Rachel, when the time
of the wedding arrived
Yaakov asked Lavan: “Give
me my wife, for my time is
fulfilled, that I may cohabit
with her.” (Genesis 29:21).
The first step of Lavan was
to organize a feast “Lavan
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gathered all the people of
the place and made a feast.”
(Genesis 29:22). During the
feast (which lasted seven
days), Yaakov got his wife and
had his first night with her
and it is only in the morning
that he discovered that this
lady he married was Leah and
not Rachel. The first question
we could ask is: why Lavan
organized this big reception?
Lavan was not a honest
person, and was going to fool
Yaakov into marrying Leah.
In order to distract his attention and the attention of all
the people of the city, with
wine and heavy diner so that
they would all be busy with
the beautiful party and not
have any time to discuss with
the chatan (groom) and kallah
(bride).
It is therefore only on the
day after that everyone found
out what has been going on
during the wedding, and
discovered the truth. Yaakov
went back to Lavan to express his disappointment, but
Lavan who wanted his two
daughters to be married to
the family of Abraham and
Yitchak discovered that Eisav
was already married, found
another way to marry Leah
and Rachel as well to Yaakov.
“Lavan said to Yaakov ‘Wait
until the bridal week of this
one is over and we will give
you that one too, provided
you serve me another seven
years’.” (Genesis 29:27 JPS).

The “bridal week” means the
festivities for the wedding
which last, until today in Jewish family, for one week. Yaakov is going to serve Lavan
for Rachel fourteen years, but
Lavan gave Rachel to Yaakov
right after the week of celebration for the wedding of
Yaakov and Leah: “Jacob did
so; he waited out the bridal
week of the one, and then he
gave him his daughter Rachel
as wife” (Genesis 29:28 JPS).
Since Lavan gave Rachel right
after the first wedding a second celebration was not necessary and so Lavan saved his
money and did not make any
party at all for this second
wedding.
Then the Torah states: “And
he also married Rachel, and he
loved also Rachel more than
Leah.” (Genesis 29:30). According to the tradition, Rachel and Yaakov arranged a secret sign between them for the
day of the wedding, but when
Rachel saw that her father was
going to substitute her sister
Leah for her, she became concerned that her sister would
not be embarrassed. Therefore,
she informed Leah about the
secret sign. When Yaakov became aware of this, his love
for Rachel intensified because
the way she conducted herself
with Leah convinced him even
more of her righteousness and
good nature. “he loved Rachel
more than Leah” because of
what she did for Leah.

I

Apostolic Writings — Hebrews 1:7-14

n the text of the parasha we
have the story of Yaakov’s vision of the ladder on which
angels ascend and descend from
heaven to earth and from earth
to heaven, they have been sent
to encourage him while he does
not know what to think about
his future. At the very beginning of God’s revelation (Genesis) we have stories of angels.
Even though the first one could
be considered in Genesis 3:24
right after the fall God sent a
Keruvim to keep the entrance of
Eden, it is not a description of a
Malach, which is the normal Hebrew word for angel but Keruvim,
translated in our Bible as “Cherubim”. Then we can say that the
first Malach (angel) God sent was
to save Hagar, Ishmael’s mother
(Gen 16:9). The second text is
when three angels appeared to
Abraham to announce him the
birth of Yitzchak (Gen 18:9-15),
it is also a saving action, because
Abraham’s son of the promise
would not come yet and Abraham
was already 99 years old, thus
these angels saved the posterity of
Abraham and made G-d’s promise a reality. The third time was
also a saving situation, they came
to Sodom and Gomorrah not
to destroy them, but to save Lot
and his family (Gen 19:1). Then
another action of the Malach was
to save Ishmael and his mother
from starving and thirsting (Gen
21:17). The most famous intervention of an angel in Genesis
was the saving of Yitzchak from
the Akedah (Gen 22:11-15). And
then we have the text of our parasha with the vision of Yaakov
and mal’akhim ministering for
human beings, especially saving
Yaakov from his guilt, his distress and anguish of leaving his
parents’ home for the first time.
Another strange intervention of

an angel is in the chapter 32, it is
not written that it was an angel,
in the text it is a Ish (a man) “And
a man wrestled with him until
the breaking of the day” (Gen
32:24), in the text it is never said
that it is an angel, but when this
man left Yaakov, he exclaimed “I
have seen God face to face, and
yet my life has been delivered.”
(Gen 32:30), this angel is a special angel, who is sent on special
occasion and called “The Angel
of God” who will be, identified in
Daniel 12 as Michael “The great
prince who stands watch over the
sons of your people” (Dan 12:1).
Genesis 32 gives us the last intervention of supernatural power
which are identified with “angels”
in this book, the next one will be
the apparition of “The Angel
of God” to Moses in Exodus 3.
That means the only intervention
of angels in the book of Genesis
were for the patriarchs Abraham,
Yitzchak, Yaakov and their wife,
Sarah, Hagar, Rivkah…
In the Apostolic Writings The
letter to Hebrews confirms the
ministry of angels: “And of the
angels He says: ‘Who makes
His angels spirits And His ministers a flame of fire’.” (Heb 1:7).
The Hebrew word Ruakh can be
translated by “wind” and “spirit”
that is why we find these two
words in the English translations, he made his angels “spirits”
who are ministering for G-d.
That is exactly what the text
of Genesis 28 affirms, the angels
were ascending and descending
on Yaakov’s ladder ministering
for G-d (descending). It is also
an illustration of their service for
G-d’s people (ascending). The
text of Hebrews asks the rhetoric
question: “Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation?” (Heb 1:14). Yes they are.

The ministry of the angels were
constantly present in the history
of Israel: three angels appear to
Abraham (Gen 18). An angel appears to Moses in the burn bush
(Ex 3). And a special angel assisted Israel in their journey in the
wilderness, “Behold, I send an
angel before you to guard you on
the way and to bring you to the
place that I have prepared. Pay
careful attention to him and obey
his voice;” (Ex 23:20–21). It is
this angel who gave them the Ten
Commandments (Acts 7:35). It is
the angel of the Lord, the “man”
who wrestled with Yaakov, who
will be called Mi-ka-el (Who Is
Like G-d?), It is one of the apparition of the Mashiach in the
Tanakh that is why he is identified with God (Gen 18, 32, Ex 3,
23 etc.). This Angel of the L-rd
was also sent by G-d to show the
way to Canaan “behold, my angel
shall go before you” (Ex 32:34).
It was also the angel of G-d who
appears to Joshua (5:13), and
led him to conquer the Promise
Land. It was a promise from G-d
“I will send an angel before you,
and I will drive out the Canaanites, the Amorites, the Hittites,
the Perizzites, the Hivites, and
the Jebusites.” (Ex 33:2).
These ministering angels are
also here today for us. There is a
strong promise in the Bible “The
angel of the L-rd encamps around
those who fear him, and delivers
them.” (Ps 34:7). This promise
has been written by David, before
being a king, He experimented
this presence of G-d and his
angels around anyone who fears
him, who loves him and respects
him. He is here to protect us too.
The letter to the Hebrews invites
us to pay attention to their ministry “Therefore we must pay much
closer attention to what we have
heard” (Hebrews 2:1).

5

kov, “Return to the land of
your ancestors and to your
kindred, and I will be with
you.” (Genesis 31:3).
In the Haftara, Hosea reminds us that Yaakov was
guarded by G-d.
No prophet spoke to
Yaakov. G-d spoke directly
to him, not like when the
people of Israel left Egypt.
“Yaakov fled to the land of
Aram, there Israel served
for a wife, and for a wife
he guarded sheep. By a
prophet the LORD brought
Israel up from Egypt, and
by a prophet he was guarded. (Hosea 12:12-13).
In the Parasha, G-d said
that he will be with Yaakov. “I am the G-d of Bethel, … Now leave this land
at once and return to the
land of your birth.’” (Genesis 31:13).
In the Haftara, Hosea
said that the return of Yaakov to his land will also be
a return to G-d. Yaakov is
the representative of G-d’s
people who are to return to
G-d. “Return, O Israel, to
the L-RD your G-d” (Hosea 14:1).

Stories and Traditions

Montefiore and
Queen Victoria
Inspirational
Corner
v The Lord knew
the evil influences
that would surround Jacob, and
the perils to which
he would be exposed. In mercy
He opened up the
future before the
repentant fugitive,
that he might understand the divine
purpose with reference to himself,
and be prepared to
resist the temptations that would
surely come to
him when alone
amid idolaters and
scheming men.
(PP. 184)

T

he famous Jewish philanthropist Sir Moses
Montefiore lived in
nineteenth-century England.
Queen Victoria once asked
him, “What is the extent of
your wealth? How much do
you own?” Sir Moses told her it
would take him a few days to do
a proper accounting.
When Sir Moses told her
his wealth she became upset,
saying, “You’re not telling the
truth. Everyone knows that you
have much more.” Sir Moses
explained that he considered as
his wealth whatever money he
gave away to tzedakah (charity).
Anything else that he possessed
was only temporary and could
be confiscated or lost.
Yaakov was alluding to this
thought and said to Hashem, —
“Whatever you will give” — “I
realize, that — ‘for me’ — I will
only have the ten percent which
I will give away to tzedakah.”

The Sheep and
the Shabbat

T

he Midrash (Pesikta
Rabbati, 14) tells a story
of a chassid who sold
one of his animals to a nonJew. When Shabbat came, the
animal refused to work until the
Jew himself whispered into her
ear: “You no longer belong to
me, and you may work for your
new owner as he requests.”
Having Yaakov as their
shepherd for twenty years,
the sheep became attached to
him. According to the new
agreement, some would remain
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the property of Lavan, and some
would belong to Yaakov. All the
sheep preferred being in the holy
possession of Yaakov to being in
the profane possession of Lavan.
Yaakov and Lavan were both
aware of this fact and, therefore,
Yaakov offered: “I will pass
through your flock, and I will tell
them of the new arrangement
that we made, and then you will
be able to remove for yourself all
the speckled ones.”

Are we Weak
or Strong?

A

young man came to
study in the academy
of a great sage. He
listened to the sage expound
his thoughts and was amazed
at their profound wisdom. He
bent over the revered texts and
pored over every single words
in awe. A feeling of humility
swept through his soul.
“Oh, what a nothing I am,”
he muttered under his breath.
“What a miserable ignorant
nothing.”
The sage overheard his
words and called him closer.
“Young man,” he said, “why
do you consider yourself a
nothing?”
“Because I am weak, a salve
to my physical needs and
desires.” “I see. And why did
you come here?”
“To learn from you.”
“If you wish to stay here and
be successful,” said the sage,
“then you cannot consider
yourself a nothing. After
all, if you are truly nothing,
how can you possibly retain
wisdom? No, my young

friend. Humility is a very
good trait, but know your own
worth. Know the sublimity of
your soul and give it what it
deserves.”
Rabbi Naftali Reich draw
a lesson saying in our own
lives, we sometimes fall asleep
on hallowed ground. Driven
down by the pressures of
everyday life, we can easily fall
into the trap of deprecating
our own worth.

Kids Parasha Vayetse
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Inspirational
Corner

v The book of

A Good Heart

I

n Pirkei Avot, Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakai said to
five of his students, “Go
and see which is the good
way to which a person should
cleave?”
Each of the students came
back with a different answer. “Rabbi Eliezer said, A
good eye; Rabbi Joshua said,
A good friend; Rabbi Yosay
said, A good neighbor; Rabbi
Shimon said, One who considers the consequences of his
actions; Rabbi Elazar said, A
good heart.”
Their teacher, Rabbi Yochanan ben Zakai, said that
Rabbi Elazar was correct
(“a good heart”), “For in his
words yours are included.” In
other words, when one has
a good heart he or she will
automatically strive for the
other qualities. So too with
Rivkah. When she passed
Eliezer’s test and he knew
that she had a good and kind
heart, he was sure that she
possessed all the other qualities required.

Genesis 28:10-32:3

“These are the generations of Isaac, Abraham’s son: Abraham fathered
Isaac, and Isaac was forty years old when he took Rebekah, the daughter of
Bethuel the Aramean of Paddan-aram, the sister of Laban the Aramean, to
be his wife. And Isaac prayed to the L-rd for his wife, because she was barren. And the L-rd granted his prayer, and Rebekah his wife conceived. The
children struggled together within her, and she said, “If it is thus, why is this
happening to me?” So she went to inquire of the L-rd.” (Genesis 25:19–22)
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Genesis gives quite a
definite account of social and individual life,
and yet we have no
record of an infant’s
being born blind, deaf,
crippled, deformed, or
imbecile. There is not
an instance upon record of a natural death
in infancy, childhood,
or early manhood.
There is no account
of men and women
dying of disease.
Obituary notices in
the book of Genesis
run thus: “And all the
days that Adam lived
were nine hundred
and thirty years: and
he died.” … It was so
rare for a son to die
before the father that
such an occurrence
was considered worthy of record: “And
Haran died before his
father Terah.” Haran
was a father of children before his death.
(3T 138).

