
News From Brazil
( It is a great privilege for Richard Elofer 
to be during this time in Brazil to visit, en-
courage and train two communities in Bra-
zil. He visited the Jewish Adventist com-
munity of Rio de Janeiro from December 
1 to 5, and then from 5 to 12 the Jewish 
Adventist community in Manaus, capital 
of the province of Amazon in Brazil.

Jewish Adventists 
in Rio de Janeiro

( ( Rio de Janeiro is a very well known city 
in the world for his beaches, carnival and the 
Redeemer Christ on a rock mountain over 
the South Atlantic Sea, However, Richard 
Elofer was not their for these monuments, but 
for making the Jewish Adventist community 
stronger in their mission.  Several meetings 
were held with the leaders of the Conference, 
local congregations and Jewish Adventist 
leaders.

We pray every week for 
the leaders of the Jewish 
Ministry, Shabbat - Vayigash

vÅ…gˆ¥yÅw660
1 9  D e c e m b e r  /  7  Te v e t 
2 0 1 5  /  5 7 7 6

W e e k l y
J e w i s h - A d v e n t i s t 

J o u r n a l 
o f  I n f o r m a t i o n

Global Mission Meeting
( After being at the Jewish Adventist con-
gregation in Rio, Richard Elofer travelled to 
Manaus in Amazon (Brazil) for a meeting of 
the General Conference Global Mission of-
fi ce. A meeting where all the missiologistes of 
the General Conference meet together. Th at 
means the director of the Global Mission 
Centers, the members of the World Mission 
Institute, the teachers of the Mission depart-
ment at Andrews University and the leaders of 
the offi  ce of Adventist mission. 

Th e purpose of this meeting is to listen to the 
report of what has been done during the last 
year, to speak about mission challenges and to 
prepare the agenda of the Global Mission Is-
sues Committee which meet every year at the 
General Conference offi  ce. It was again a great 
meeting where we have heard many wonderful 
things about our ministry among Jews, Mus-
lims, Buddhists, Hindus, post-moderns, etc… 
thanks to the Almighty for all these progresses. 
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Resources:
• Website: https://jewishadventist-org.gcnetadventist.org
A must website. To subscribe to our newsletter. To download some resources (Hebrew Sabbath School, 
and other documents). To order the book “Comfort, Comfort my people…” and many other things.
• Shalom Adventure Magazine online: www.ShalomAdventure.com
If you would like to read articles, watch videos, learn things about Judaism and Israel, this website is just 
for you.
• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WJAFC: If you would like to share with people, this 
forum on facebook is a good place for that.
• Photos on Google+: http://picasaweb.google.com/jewishadventist: We have posted a lot 
of pictures on Internet during the last years. Don’t hesitate to look at them.
• WebRadio: www.shema-israel-radio.com
If you would like to listen Jewish or Messianic songs. If you want to be used to ear modern Hebrew of the 
Apostolic Writings, it is the right radio to listen on the web. 
• Adventist Mission Website: http://wjafc.adventistmission.org/ Th is website is the new 
resource provided by the Offi  ce of Adventist Mission of the General Conference of the Seventh-day 
Adventists.
• Russian Website: http://www.boruh.info/ Th is website is in Russian, many articles and the 
parasha are posted on it every week.

Professional Urban 
Development:
The WJAFC provides:

- Professional Urban 
training for Jewish 
Ministry

- Teaching for 
theological students

- Help to plant new 
congregations.

- Support for Adventist-
Jewish dialogue with 
scholars and rabbis
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We pray 
every week 
for leaders of 
the Jewish 
Ministry, 
According 
to our list of 
prayer for 
2014, I sug-
gest that 
our partners 
pray from 
December 20 
to 26, for the 
World Jewish 
Adventist 
Friendship 
Center and 
its leader, 
Richard Elofer 
Let’s pray for 
their ministry.
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is there that G-d will estab-
lish the Children of Israel as 
a great nation even though 
they will be dwelling in a 
land steeped in immorality 
and corruption. 

The Torah lists Yaakov’s 
offspring and hints to the 
birth of Yocheved, who will 
be the mother of Moshe 
Rabbeinu. 

Seventy souls in total de-
scend into Egypt, where 
Yosef is reunited with his 
father after 22 years of sep-
aration. He embraces his 
father and weeps, overflow-
ing with joy. 

Yosef secures the settle-
ment of his family in Gos-
hen. 

Yosef takes his father 
Yaakov and five of the least 
threatening of his brothers 
to be presented to Pharaoh, 
and Yaakov blesses Pha-
raoh. Yosef instructs that, 
in return for grain, all the 
people of Egypt must give 
everything to Pharaoh, in-
cluding themselves as his 
slaves. 

Yosef then redistributes 
the population, except for 
the Egyptian priests who 
are directly supported by a 
stipend from Pharaoh. 

The Children of Israel 
become settled, and their 
numbers multiply greatly.

Yosef The 
Weeper

The torah states, 
“Then Yosef could 
no longer control 

himself before all his at-
tendants, and he cried out.” 
(Gen 45:1). Yosef was a very 
sensitive man, he cried out 
seven times in the book of  
Genesis, it was never for 
himself, but always for his 
people. Judah approaches 
Yosef to plead for the re-
lease of Benjamin, offer-
ing himself as a slave to the 
Egyptian ruler in Benjamin’s 
stead. Yosef discovered that 
Judah was ready to defend 
Benyamin at the cost of his 
own life. Yosef understood 
that his brothers changed, 
they were not anymore the 
same as twenty years before. 
The Torah continues “And 
he wept so loudly that the 
Egyptians heard him, and 
Pharaoh’s household heard 
about it.” (Gen 45:2). This 
is a sign of Yosef ’s high po-
sition. The whole land, the 
entire royal court, participate 
in an event of which nothing 
is known except that Yosef 
had broken out into loud 
weeping. This loud weeping 
is also the proof of deep feel-
ing, a stamp of sincerity.

touching another person’s 
heart. When what you say, 
or write, is powerful enough, 
you can give people great 
awareness very quickly.

Forgiveness

When the brothers 
realize that Pha-
raoh’s right hand 

man is none other than their 
brother Yosef whom they sold 
into slavery, they are overcome 
with remorse for their actions. 
Yosef tries to lessen their feel-
ing of guilt and says to them: 
“So it was not you who sent 
me here, but G-d. He has 
made me a father to Pharaoh, 
and L-rd of all his house 
and ruler over all the land of 
Egypt.” (Genesis 45:8) What 
can we learn from Yosef ’s ac-
tion? When a person has been 
wrong, there is a tendency not 
to fully accept the apology of 
the offender in order to keep 
him guilty forever. This gives 
the wrong person a feeling of 
being “one-up” and the other 
person “one-down.” Yosef did 
not behave in this way, he 
did an act of kindness so that 
they should not feel guilty. 
He even expressed gratitude 
for the good he gained from 
their selling him. And gave 
credit for every thing to G-d. 
Rabbi Neiman says when a 
person attains a high position, 

it is normal for him to men-
tion who appointed him, or 
who elected him, or how he 
managed to get there. Yosef, 
however, says nothing about 
Pharaoh. He attributes ev-
erything to G-d.

Yosef forgiveness was true 
and sincere, then if some-
one asks you for forgiveness, 
be sensitive to his feeling of 
guilt and regret. Make it your 
goal to save the person from 
emotional stress and suffer-
ing. Ask yourself, “What can 
I do or say now to make this 
person feel better?” You will 
be a bigger person for your 
effort and have fulfilled the 
mitzvah of Emulating the 
Almighty. You will gain more 
respect from the other person 
and your peers. And remem-
ber, the way you treat others 
is the way that the Almighty 
will treat you. 

Prophetic Weeping

The Torah states, 
“Then he fell upon his 
brother Benjamin’s 

neck and wept, and Benjamin 
wept upon his neck.” (Genesis 
45:14). Why did Yosef and 
Benyamin weep on each oth-
ers shoulders? 

Our sages explain that 
Yosef wept on Benyamin’s 
neck because he saw the de-
struction of the Temple Beth 

HaMikdash which would be 
situated on the land of the 
tribe of Benyamin.  Mean-
while, Benyamin wept on 
Yosef ’s neck for the destruc-
tion of the Temple in Shiloh 
which was on the land of the 
tribe of Yosef.

Rabbi Yechezkel of Kuzmir 
asks, “Why didn’t each of 
them cry about their own 
Temple? Benyamin should 
have cried about the destruc-
tion of the Holy Temple 
which was on his land, while 
Yosef should have cried over 
the temple in Shiloh which 
was on his land?”

He replies, “This teaches us 
that true Ahavat Israel, (love 
for Israel) is when someone 
else’s pain is felt even more 
than one’s own pain!  Al-
though our sages tell us that 
one who accepts pain with 
love is at a very high spiritual 
level, it only applies to one’s 
own pain, but never should 
one justify someone else’s 
pain.” Thus, while Yosef and 
Benyamin were able to accept 
their own pain, they couldn’t 
accept the other one’s pain 
and cried.

No Conflict 
of Interest

The Torah states, “You 
are also directed to 
tell them, ‘Do this: 

Parasha for  
this Week

Vayigash 

vÅ…gˆ¥yÅw
Genesis 44:18 - 47:27

“Then Yosef prepared his chariot and 
went up to meet Israel his father in 

Goshen. He presented himself to him 
and fell on his neck and wept on his 

neck a good while. Israel said to Yosef, 
‘Now let me die, since I have seen your 
face and know that you are still alive.’” 

(Genesis 46:29–30)
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Parasha Overview:
Vayigash

With the dis-
covery of 
the goblet 

in Binyamin’s sack, the 
brothers are confused. Ye-
hudah alone steps forward 
and eloquently but firmly 
petitions Yosef for Bin-
yamin’s release, offering 
himself instead. 

As a result of this act of 
total selflessness, Yosef fi-
nally has irrefutable proof 
that his brothers are differ-
ent people from the ones 
who cast him into the pit, 
and so he now reveals to 
them that he is none other 
than their brother. 

The brothers shrink 
from him in shame, but 
Yosef consoles them, tell-
ing them that everything 
has been part of G-d’s 
plan. 

He sends them back to 
their father Yaakov with a 
message to come and re-
side in the land of Goshen. 
At first, Yaakov cannot ac-
cept the news, but when he 
recognizes hidden signs in 
the message which posi-
tively identify the sender 
as his son Yosef, his spirit 
is revived. 

Yaakov together with 
all his family and pos-
sessions sets out for Gos-
hen. G-d communicates 
with Yaakov in a vision at 
night. He tells him not to 
fear going down to Egypt 
and its negative spiritual 
consequences, because it 

 I Still Love You

Rabbi Abba Wagensberg 
reminds us that in this 
week’s parasha, Yosef 

reveals his true identity to his 
brothers. 

After Yehuda’s impassioned 
plea for Binyamin’s release, 
the Torah tells us “Make ev-
eryone go out from me.” So 
no one stayed with him when 
Yosef made himself known to 
his brothers.” (Genesis 45:1). 
Rashi explains that Yosef could 
not bear the thought of embar-
rassing his brothers in front of 
the Egyptians in the room. The 
revelation of his true identity 
would mean revealing that his 
brothers had sold him, and that 
this would be intensely humili-
ating for them. Therefore, Yo-
sef ordered all his Egyptian 
servants to leave the room, be-
fore he stated, “I am Yosef.”

The Iturei Torah counters 
this claim by pointing out that 
Yosef, immediately after send-
ing out his servants, raised his 
voice and cried so loudly that 
all of Egypt and everyone in 
Pharaoh’s palace heard his sob-
bing (Genesis 45:2). Clearly, 
Yosef was not concerned with 
maintaining his own dignity if 
this is how he behaved. There-
fore, he must have dismissed 
the Egyptians only in order to 

prevent his brothers’ public hu-
miliation?

Yosef ’s behavior teaches us 
how far we must go to keep 
from embarrassing others. 
Shortly after Yosef breaks down 
in tears, he tells his brothers, “I 
am Yosef, your brother, whom 
you sold down to Egypt” (Gen-
esis 45:4). The Ohr HaChaim 
comments that the word “your 
brother,” which seems super-
fluous in this context, actually 
conveys an important message. 
Through the intentional addi-
tion of this word, Yosef is tell-
ing his family, “Even when you 
sold me down to Egypt, I was 
still your brother. Even in the 
midst of that incredibly chal-
lenging time, I still loved you 
and still felt connected to you.”

These words of Yosef were 
rebuke to his brothers. They 
had thought evil of Yosef and 
now they realized that his pro-
phetic dreams of rulership and 
power were true. They instan-
taneously realized that they 
were previously wrong in their 
judgment of him. A mistake 
they had lived with for many 
years was cleared up with just 
two Hebrew words “Ani Yo-
sef” — I am Yosef. The broth-
ers changed their minds in just 
one moment.

There is no minimum to 



Haftara Overview
Ezekiel 37:15-28

Yosef and Yehudah 
are the two lead-
ers of Israel. Yosef 

rules in Egypt, Yehudah 
is the leader of Israel list-
ed as the first and the one 
who defends his brothers 
and especially Binya-
min:  “Yehudah and his 
brothers came to Yosef ’s 
house.” (Genesis 44:14). 
“Then Yehudah stepped 
up to him and said, “O 
my L-rd, let your ser-
vant please speak” (Gen. 
44:18).

In the Haftarah A 
schism has divided 
Israel in two kingdoms, 
Yehudah in the South 
and Israel in the North. 
The L-rd does not like 
this situation He would 
like to see Israel, His 
people to be united again. 
Yoseph and Yehudah are 
the symbol of this unity. 
“Mortal, take a stick and 
write on it, “For Yehu-
dah, and the Israelites 
associated with it”; then 
take another stick and 
write on it, “For Yosef 
(the stick of Ephraim) 
and all the house of Israel 
associated with it”; and 
join them together into 
one stick, so that they 
may become one in your 
hand.  (Ezekiel. 37:16-
17). This text is clearly 
a Messianic text, that’s 
why some commentators 
have seen Yehudah as the 
representative of Israel 
and Yosef or Ephraim 
as representative of the 
kehilah (assembly) of the 
Mashiach.

The unity between Israel 
and Yehudah will protect 
them against apostasy 
and idolatry: “I will save 
them from all the aposta-
sies into which they have 
fallen, and will cleanse 
them. Then they shall 
be my people, and I will 
be their G-d” (Ezekiel. 
37:23).

David is presented as 
the future king: “My 
servant David shall be 
king over them” (Ezekiel. 
37:24). But David died 
long time before Ezekiel, 
that’s why we understand 
that “David” is the Mes-
siah, who Son of David 
and therefore is called 
after the name of his 
ancestor David. 

The spiritual leader of 
G-d’s people will be the 
Messiah. “and they shall 
all have one shepherd” 
(Ezekiel. 37:24). The L-rd 
give many promises: 1. 
They shall live in the land 
… forever. 2. David shall 
be their prince forever. 3. 
I will make an everlasting 
covenant of peace with 
them; 4. I will bless them 
and multiply them,  5. 
I will set my sanctuary 
among them forevermore. 
6. My dwelling place shall 
be with them; 7. I will be 
their G-d, and they shall 
be my people… forever-
more. (Ezekiel 37:28)  The 
key word here is “forever.”

Take some carts from Egypt 
for your children and your 
wives, and get your father 
and come. Never mind about 
your belongings, because 
the best of all Egypt will be 
yours.’” (Genesis 45:19–20). 
A piece of land is offered to 
the family of Yoseph, the 
verse 19 is a very nice touch 
on the part of the Egyptian 
ruler. For although Yosef had 
full authority to give such or-
der, Pharaoh knew that an 
honest man who attains high 
office will be careful to avoid 
doing anything that might be 
taken as misuse of authority 
and conflict of interest.

Keeping Its Culture

Genesis 45:19 shows 
that Pharaoh greatly 
desired that Yosef ’s 

whole illustrious family come 
to live in Egypt, especially af-
ter witnessing the great ben-
efit brought to the kingdom 
by Yosef.

Rabbi Zev Leff says that 
Pharaoh sought to remove 
any barriers to Jacob’s com-
ing. He reasoned that Jacob 
might be deterred by the dif-
ficulties of acclimating to a 
new culture and society, and 
therefore told Yosef to tell 
his father not to worry about 
bringing his wardrobe, furni-
ture, or utensils from Israel. 

We know the story 
of this parasha 
and how from the 

beginning of Yosef ’s life G-d 
choose him to be the leader 
of his people and the savior of 
this people, that is why we can 
affirm with the Jewish people 
that Yosef is the type of the 
Messiah, after all his sufferings 
he saved his people from fam-
ine and death. “And Yosef pro-
vided his father, his brothers, 
and all his father’s household 
with food, according to the 
number of their dependents..” 
(Genesis 47:12). 

In the Besorah Yeshua con-
tinues to pronounce his “escha-
tological” speeches, that means 
his sermon on the end of time 
and his second coming. Yes 
Yeshua is coming very soon for 
the second time. According to 
the Jewish tradition (Succah 
52b) the Jewish people have 
discovered that there is two de-
scriptions of the Messiah an-
nounced in the Hebrew Bible, 
a suffering Messiah, which is 
in Isaiah 53 and was interpret-
ed by Rashi in his commen-
taries of the Midrash, as the 
suffering of the Messiah: “R. 
Huna said in the name of R. 
Akha: All the sufferings have 
been divided in three portions: 
one for the ancient generations 
and fathers, one for the gen-
eration of apostasy, and one for 
the King Messiah, for it is said: 
Isaiah 53:5, “He was wounded 
for our sins’” (Midrash Sh-
emuel 16:1). This Messiah 
will die, and will be called in 
the Talmud: Mashiach Ben Yo-
seph because of the suffering of 
Yosef. Yosef was a type of the 
Mashiach, he suffered a lot, 
from his own brothers, from 
the Egyptians, he was rejected, 

he was sold as a slave, he was in 
prison, almost dead. but came 
back to life when Pharaoh ask 
him to come to the palace to 
explain his dreams. 

A second description of the 
Messiah as in Daniel 7 is a 
king coming from heaven to 
establish the kingdom of G-d 
on earth. This glorious Mes-
siah is called the Mashiach ben 
David. And in fact these two 
Messiah, the son of David and 
the son of Yosef are the same 
Messiah who are coming at 
two different moments of hu-
man history. 

Yeshua is now preaching on 
his coming back. This special 
time, called the time of the end 
will not be an easy time, that 
is why the first sentence of our 
Besorah text is saying: “Pray 
that it may not happen in win-
ter.” (Mark 13:18). Winter is 
never an easy time, it is never a  
time when we can travel easily, 
the wind, the rain, the snow, 
the ice, all this climatic condi-
tions could be an obstacle to 
flee from our places. 

Yeshua give more explana-
tion why this time of the end 
will not be an easy time: “For 
in those days there will be such 
tribulation as has not been 
from the beginning of the cre-
ation that G-d created until 
now, and never will be. (Mark 
13:19), there will be tribula-
tions, that means there will be 
a great persecution of G-d’s 
people. 

Each one of us, I am sure, 
we have seen movies about the 
Holocaust, may “The Schindler 
List” and we have seen in these 
kind of movies, how the Jew-
ish people suffered from the 
hands of the Nazis. Their suf-
ferings were much harder on 

the winter time, when they 
had no coat, not enough food 
to eat, not good shoes to wear 
and so on… However, Yeshua 
said that the tribulation or the 
persecution of the end will be 
much bigger than the last Ho-
locaust: there will be such trib-
ulation as has not been from 
the beginning of the creation 
that G-d created until now.” 
These tribulations are so hard 
to overcome that he said to his 
disciples “And if the L-rd had 
not cut short the days, no hu-
man being would be saved. But 
for the sake of the elect, whom 
he chose, he shortened the 
days.” (Mark 13:19–20). 

An other point of paral-
lel between Yosef and Yeshua  
is that Yosef was a wise man, 
Yeshua was a was man as well. 
He knew that the last days 
of our history will be a time 
of religious confusion, and 
he said: “And then if anyone 
says to you, ‘Look, here is the 
Mashiach!’ or ‘Look, there he 
is!’ do not believe it. For false 
Messiahs and false prophets 
will arise and perform signs 
and wonders, to lead astray, if 
possible, the elect. But be on 
guard; I have told you all things 
beforehand.” (Mark 13:21–23). 
It is on our responsibility to 
be on our guard in this time 
of human history not be con-
fused about the real identity of 
the Messiahs and not to fol-
low anyone who will pretend 
or claim that his the Messiah. 
The Messiah will come from 
heaven and everyone will see 
him as it is written the book 
of Isaiah: “And the glory of the 
L-rd shall be revealed, and all 
flesh shall see it together, for 
the mouth of the L-rd has spo-
ken.” (Isaiah 40:5).

“So Yosef bought all the land of Egypt 
for Pharaoh, for all the Egyptians sold 

their fields, because the famine was 
severe on them. The land became Pha-

raoh’s.” (Genesis 47:20)

Apostolic Writings — Mark 13:18-31
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He would 
be fur-
n i s h e d 
w i t h 
the best 
E g y p t 

had to offer so that he could 
blend comfortably into Egyp-
tian society. Therefore Pharaoh 
instructed Yosef to send wagons 
for the people but not for their 
possessions.

Yosef, however, knew that if 
this plan were conveyed to Ja-
cob, he would never descend to 
Egypt. On the contrary, Jacob 
would need assurances that ev-
ery precaution was being taken 
to combat the possibility of 
assimilation. Thus Yosef sent 
wagons “according to the word 
of Pharaoh” — not exactly ac-
cording to the command of 
Pharaoh, but in accord with 
Pharaoh’s intention of enticing 
Jacob to Egypt. Yosef added 
wagons for their possessions 
so that they could recreate to-
tally the environment of Israel 
in Egypt and remain insulated 
from Egyptian society and cul-
ture. Thus, Jacob’s family went 
down to Egypt with all “their 
livestock and all of their pos-
sessions which they acquired in 
the Land of Canaan...” (Gen-
esis 46:6).

Consequences of Lying

The Torah states: “And 
they told him, ‘Yosef is 
still alive, and he is ruler 

over all the land of Egypt.’ And 
his heart became numb, for he 
did not believe them.” (Genesis 

45:26). Why didn’t Yaakov at 
first believe his sons when they 
told him that Yosef was alive? 
The Talmudic sage Rabbi Shi-
mon says, “The punishment of 
one who lies is that even when 
he tells the truth no one believes 
him. Yaakov’s children original-
ly lied to their father, when they 
told him that they found Yo-
sef ’s garment smeared in blood, 
when in fact, they had sold him 
into slavery.  Later, when the 
brothers told their father Yaakov 
the truth that Yosef was alive 
and ruler of the land of Egypt, 
he didn’t believe them.”

Importance of Studying

According to Rabbi Zev 
Leff Before descending 
to Egypt, Jacob sent Ju-

dah ahead to prepare the way. 
The Sages say that his function 
was to establish a Yeshiva (Bib-
lical study center) in Goshen. 
Seemingly this task should have 
been given to Levi, the teacher 
of Israel, not to Judah, the king. 
But this Yeshiva was not merely 
a place of Torah study, it was 
the means of transferring the 
holiness of Israel to Egyptian 
soil. 

It was Judah who exercised 
his royal power by bringing the 
extra wagons back to Jacob for 
all their possessions. He there-
by nullified Pharaoh’s purpose 
of promoting Jacob’s assimila-
tion.

If we look in Jewish sources, 
we are taught that our objective 
in life should be spiritual rather 
than material greatness.



STORIES AND TRADITIONS

Inspirational 
Corner

v   Yosef took �ve of 
his brothers to present 
to Pharaoh and receive 
from him the grant of 
land for their future 
home. Gratitude to his 
prime minister would 
have led the monarch 
to honor them with 
appointments to of-
�ces of state; but Yosef, 
true to the worship of 
G-d, sought to save 
his brothers from the 
temptations to which 
they would be exposed 
at a heathen court; 
therefore he counseled 
them, when ques-
tioned by the king, to 
tell him frankly their 
occupation. (PP. 233) 

Inspirational 
Corner

v     Not long after 
their arrival Yosef 
brought his father 
also to be pre-
sented to the king. 
The patriarch was 
a stranger in royal 
courts; but amid 
the sublime scenes 
of nature he had 
communed with 
a mightier Mon-
arch; and now, in 
conscious superi-
ority, he raised his 
hands and blessed 
Pharaoh.  (PP. 
233)

My Partner in 
Gan Eden

The Talmudic sage 
Rabbi Yehoshua 
ben Alim was a very 

learned and wise man. When 
he asked, “Who will be my 
partner in Gan Eden (World-
to-Come),” he was told in a 
dream, “You and Naness the 
butcher will be together in 
Gan Eden.”
Rabbi Yehoshua was aston-
ished; “After spending all my 
time studying and teaching 
the Torah, I will share Gan 
Eden with a simple butcher?” 
he said. “I must find Naness 
and see what kind of person 
he is.”
Rabbi Yehoshua went from 
village to village and from 
city to city asking for Naness 
the butcher.  Finally he came 
to a place where there was a 
butcher by that name.
The people couldn’t under-
stand why Rabbi Yehoshua 
was so interested in meeting 
the butcher. “Rabbi, he is an 
ignorant person,” the towns-
people said.
“I would like to see him any-
way,” answered Rabbi Ye-
hoshua. Naness too couldn’t 
understand why the great sage 
was interested in meeting 
him.  “Why did you bother 
to come see a simple person 
like me?” Naness the butcher 
asked Rabbi Yehoshua.
“Tell me, my son, what good 
deeds have you done?” asked 
Rabbi Yehoshua.
“As you can see, I am a very 
simple man,” answered Na-
ness.  “I have very old par-
ents who are weak and can’t 

do anything for themselves.  
Everyday I visit them, wash 
them, dress them, and feed 
them.” Rabbi Yehoshua kissed 
Naness on the forehead and 
said, “In that case, I consider 
myself lucky to be your part-
ner in Gan Eden!”

Who Care 
For Me? 

The Talmud relates that 
one of Rabbi Akiva’s 
students once became 

very ill and no one visited 
him. Rabbi Akiva went to vis-
it him and, realizing that no 
one was attending to him, he 
cleaned and washed his room. 
Because of Rabbi Akiva’s care 
the student eventually became 
well. Rabbi Akiva then told 
his students that not visiting 
one who is sick is “like spilling 
his blood!” In other words, it 
is everyone’s responsibility to 
make sure the sick person’s 
needs are met.

The Almighty 
gives Mercy

Rabbi Paysach Krohn 
tells this beautiful tale 
in his work, Along the 

Magid’s Journey:
In 1939, the Nazi Gestapo 
shut down Rabbi Moshe 
Schneider’s yeshiva in Frank-
furt Germany.  With tremen-
dous effort and support from 
the English community, he 
was able to relocate the school 
to England.  Survival during 
that horrific period was both 
a tremendous spiritual and 
physical challenge but two 
boys in the Yeshiva helped 
meet that challenge.  They 

both were named Moshe.  
One Moshe would rise in 
the early hours of the morn-
ing and pick up leftover bread 
from a generous bakery.  Car-
rying the bags of bread and 
leftover rolls while walking 
through the bitter cold was 
not easy, but Moshe never 
missed his duties.  In fact, he 
often took the place of other 
boys who were supposed to do 
the chore.
The other Moshe also woke 
up early.  He led a special 
learning session before dawn.  
He encouraged his friends to 
make the extra effort  which 
they religiously did.
After years of uninterrupted 
efforts, one day the boys got 
public recognition.  Rabbi 
Schneider blessed them in 
front of the entire school.  
“Moshe who shleps the bread 
is not only schlepping today’s 
bread. One day, he will help 
distribute bread for thousands 
of people. And the Moshe 
who is concerned with spiri-
tuality of others will continue 
to do so in years to come,” an-
nounced the Rosh Yeshiva.  
“Their actions today are only 
seeds of the future.”
His words proved true.  
Moshe, the bread-shlepper, 
became Moshe (Paul) Reich-
man, one of our generation’s 
most benevolent philan-
thropists. Moshe, the young 
teacher, became Rabbi Moshe 
Shternbuch, Rav in Johannes-
burg, South Africa and Har 
Nof, Israel, an author of pres-
tigious books on Jewish Law, 
and a teacher of thousands.

“So Israel took his journey with all that he had and came to Beersheba, and offered sacrifi ces to the 
G-d of his father Isaac. And G-d spoke to Israel in visions of the night and said, “Yaakov, Yaakov.” 
And he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “I am G-d, the G-d of your father. Do not be afraid to go 
down to Egypt, for there I will make you into a great nation. I myself will go down with you to Egypt, 
and I will also bring you up again, and Yosef’s hand shall close your eyes.” 
Then Yaakov set out from Beersheba. The sons of Israel carried Yaakov their father, their little ones, 
and their wives, in the wagons that Pharaoh had sent to carry him. They also took their livestock and 
their goods, which they had gained in the land of Canaan, and came into Egypt, Yaakov and all his 
offspring with him, his sons, and his sons’ sons with him, his daughters, and his sons’ daughters. All 
his offspring he brought with him into Egypt.”  (Genesis 46:1–7)
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