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Resources:
• Website: www.jewishadventist.org 
A must website. To subscribe to our newsletter. To download some resources (Hebrew Sabbath School, 
and other documents). To order the book “Comfort, Comfort my people…” and many other things.
• Shalom Adventure Magazine online: www.ShalomAdventure.com 
If you would like to read articles, watch videos, learn things about Judaism and Israel, this website is just 
for you.
• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WJAFC: If you would like to share with people, this 
forum on facebook is a good place for that.
• Photos on Google+: https://get.google.com/albumarchive/1131446298409925652
91?source=pwa We have posted a lot of pictures on Internet during the last years. Don’t hesitate to 
look at them.
• Adventist Mission Website: http://wjafc.globalmissioncenters.org/ This website is the 
new resource provided by the Office of Adventist Mission of the General Conference of the Seventh-day 
Adventists.
• Russian Website: http://www.boruh.info/ This website is in Russian, many articles and the 
parasha are posted on it every week.

Professional Urban 
Development:
The WJAFC provides:

- Professional Urban 
training for Jewish 
Ministry

- Teaching for 
theological students

- Help to plant new 
congregations.

- Support for Adventist-
Jewish dialogue with 
scholars and rabbis
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We pray every 
week for a 
topic related 
to the Jewish 
people. I sug-
gest our part-
ners to pray 
from January 
8 to 13 forthe 
leaders of the 
World Jewish 
Adventist 
Friendship 
Centers who 
are all over 
the world, that 
means basi-
cally for all 
leaders of the 
Jewish minis-
try.
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Carlos Muniz

NEWS
Hebrew Sabbath School
v  The Hebrew Sabbath School is important for 
everyone who read Hebrew or want to learn He-
brew, and it is never too late to begin. This Sabbath 
School with the title “The Holy Spirit and spiritu-
ality” is stored on our website, jewishadventist.org  
and click on resources. 

Chanukah in Florida
v We have received an email from Jeff sharing 
his joy for the successful 1st night of Chanukah, 
he says: “We celebrated the first night of Chanu-
kah this past Saturday in New Port Richey.  This 
coming weekend we will celebrate the 7th night 
in St. Petersburg and the 8th night in New Port 
Richey. To see new Chanukah videos, articles, & 
recipes all week long visit www.ShalomAdven-
ture.com daily. “



is there that G-d will estab-
lish the Children of Israel as 
a great nation even though 
they will be dwelling in a 
land steeped in immorality 
and corruption. 

The Torah lists Yaakov’s 
offspring and hints to the 
birth of Yocheved, who will 
be the mother of Moshe 
Rabbeinu. 

Seventy souls in total de-
scend into Egypt, where 
Yosef is reunited with his 
father after 22 years of sep-
aration. He embraces his 
father and weeps, overflow-
ing with joy. 

Yosef secures the settle-
ment of his family in Gos-
hen. 

Yosef takes his father 
Yaakov and five of the least 
threatening of his brothers 
to be presented to Pharaoh, 
and Yaakov blesses Pha-
raoh. Yosef instructs that, 
in return for grain, all the 
people of Egypt must give 
everything to Pharaoh, in-
cluding themselves as his 
slaves. 

Yosef then redistributes 
the population, except for 
the Egyptian priests who 
are directly supported by a 
stipend from Pharaoh. 

The Children of Israel 
become settled, and their 
numbers multiply greatly.

Yehudah and Yosef, 
Two Leaders

The Torah states: 
“Then Judah went 
up to him and said, 

“Oh, my lord, please let your 
servant speak a word in my 
lord’s ears, and let not your 
anger burn against your ser-
vant, for you are like Pharaoh 
himself.” (Genesis 44:18). 
The fact that Yehudah starts 
to speak demonstrates that 
Yehudah was the leader of 
the Children of Israel in the 
absence of their father and in 
the land of Israel, but God 
appointed Yosef as the leader 
of the people of Israel outside 
of Israel. It is another way 
to consider the leadership of 
David (descendent of Yehu-
dah) and Yosef who is also 
perceived as the prototype of 
the Messiah. Both of these 
leaders represent the two vi-
sions of the Messiah we have 
in the Bible: Isaiah 53, who 
is understood by the Jew-
ish people as the Mashiach 
ben-Yosef, and Daniel 7:13-
14 which is perceived as the 
Mashiach-ben-David. Ye-
shua HaMashiach  gathered 
in his person both of them, 
he is Mashiach ben-Yosef and 
Machiach ben David.

Parasha for  
this Week

Vayigash
vÅ…gˆ¥yÅw

Genesis 44:18 - 47:27
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Parasha Overview:
Vayigash

With the dis-
covery of the 
goblet in Be-

nyamin’s sack, the broth-
ers are confused. Yehudah 
alone steps forward and 
eloquently but firmly pe-
titions Yosef for Benya-
min’s release, offering 
himself instead. 

As a result of this act of 
total selflessness, Yosef fi-
nally has irrefutable proof 
that his brothers are differ-
ent people from the ones 
who cast him into the pit, 
and so he now reveals to 
them that he is none other 
than their brother. 

The brothers shrink 
from him in shame, but 
Yosef consoles them, tell-
ing them that everything 
has been part of G-d’s 
plan. 

He sends them back to 
their father Yaakov with a 
message to come and re-
side in the land of Goshen. 
At first, Yaakov cannot ac-
cept the news, but when he 
recognizes hidden signs in 
the message which posi-
tively identify the sender 
as his son Yosef, his spirit 
is revived. 

Yaakov together with 
all his family and pos-
sessions sets out for Gos-
hen. G-d communicates 
with Yaakov in a vision at 
night. He tells him not to 
fear going down to Egypt 
and its negative spiritual 
consequences, because it 

The Magical Cup

The Torah affirms: 
“Then Judah went 
up to him and said, 

“Oh, my lord, please let your 
servant speak a word in my 
lord’s ears,” (Genesis 44:18), 
according to this verse, Ye-
hudah wanted to speak to 
Yosef ’s “ears,” that means he 
didn’t want others to hear 
what he had to say to Yosef. 
He whispered to his ears that 
this cup was not special but 
an ordinary cup.

Benyamin was accused of 
stealing a magical silver cup. 
However, Yehudah as the 
leader of the people of Israel 
answered this accusation to 
demonstrate the fallacy of 
it. He wanted to defend his 
brother that is why Yehudah 
said to Yosef ’s ears, “Even 
though your allegations about 
Benyamin are correct (which 
they are not) I don’t under-
stand why you are making 
such an issue over an ordinary 
cup.” Yosef responded, “This 
is a priceless magical goblet 
through it I can see the past 
and future. Therefore, Benya-
min committed a major crime 
and deserves slavery.” Yosef 
pretended that this cup was 
magical and used for divina-

tion, let’s remember what Yo-
sef said to his steward: “Now 
Joseph said to his steward, 
“Up, follow after the men, 
and when you overtake them, 
say to them, ‘Why have you 
repaid evil for good? Is it not 
from this that my lord drinks, 
and by this that he practices 
divination?” (Genesis 44:4–
5). Thus Yehudah remind to 
Yosef his question: “Have you 
a father, or a brother?” (Gene-
sis 44:19). Yehudah continues 
saying to Yosef, “This is not 
true! The cup is an ordinary 
one with no special value. If 
you had a magical cup, why 
did you have to ask us ques-
tions? Could you not have 
known all about us by con-
sulting your magical cup?”

His Face Frightened Them

We read in the 
parasha: “And 
Joseph said to 

his brothers, “I am Joseph! 
Is my father still alive?” But 
his brothers could not answer 
him, for they were dismayed 
at his presence.” Or in Jewish 
translation “his face fright-
ened them” (Genesis 45:3). It 
was the third time that Yosef 
asked this question about his 
father, the first time, when 

the brothers came to Egypt 
(43:7), at their second ar-
rival he again asked about 
their father (43:27). And 
now it was the third time, 
Yosef said to Yehudah and 
his brothers ani Yosef  “I am 
Yosef…” “I am your broth-
er Yosef whom you sold 
22 years ago…” and added 
ha’od avi chai “Is my father 
still alive?” Why a third 
time? When Yosef revealed 
himself to his brothers, he 
knew that they would be 
reluctant to believe him. He 
therefore gave them certain 
signs to prove who he was. 
This time Yosef was not ask-
ing his brothers, but saying: 
“From my question you can 
realize that I am really your 
missing brother. Whenever 
we meet I only ask about 
my father and not about my 
mother, because I know that 
she died many years ago. If I 
were a stranger and pretend-
ing, I would ask about both 
my father and my mother.”  
He added: Think how much 
pain and grief you caused 
him by keeping my sale a 
secret and not telling him 
my whereabouts. You plead 
to me to have mercy; why 
didn’t you have mercy on 
your father?”  The brothers 

were unable to answer, be-
cause they could not justify 
the grief they had caused 
their father. 

An other way to be rec-
ognized by his brothers 
was through their own lan-
guage, Rashi explains that 
Yosef told his brothers, “You 
can believe that I am your 
brother because I am now 
speaking to you in Lashon 
Hakodesh (holy language) — 
Hebrew.” During all their 
previous visit, Yosef held 
long conversations with his 
brothers but never in He-
brew, always in Egyptian 
and was translated by an 
interpreter. It was difficult 
to recognize his voice, be-
cause everyone who speaks 
in a foreign language speaks 
with more or less an accent, 
but now he said to them in 
Hebrew, “If you listen care-
fully to my voice, you will 
recognize that I am Yosef, 
because I sound the same as 
I did many years ago when 
I regularly spoke to you in 
Hebrew.”

However, not only the text 
of the parasha says that the 
brothers were unable to an-
swer but adds this sentence: 
“his face frightened them,” it 
should have simply said “they 

“So Joseph said to his brothers, 
‘Come near to me, please.’ 
And they came near. And 
he said, ‘I am your brother, 
Joseph, whom you sold into 

Egypt’.” (Genesis 45:4)

were frightened of him”? Ac-
cording to the tradition Yo-
sef ’s countenance was identi-
cal to Yaakov’s, they looked 
the same, but when the broth-
ers met Yosef, the Torah says, 
“Yosef recognized his broth-
ers, but they did not recog-
nize him” (42:8). Why didn’t 
they recognize him since he 
looked exactly like his father? 
Yosef did not want his broth-
ers to recognize him. There-
fore, when he spoke to them, 
he covered his face with an 
Egyptian make-up and hat, 
and the brothers were unable 
to discover who he was, and 
did not recognize his face. 
Upon revealing himself, he 
uncovered his face from all the 
make-up and said to them, “I 
am Yosef.” Knowing that Yo-
sef looked identical to Yaakov, 
they became frightened when 
they saw that the face of the 
man speaking to them re-
sembled exactly that of their 
father, Yaakov.

Brother’s Teshuvah

After revealing to his 
brothers that he was 
Yosef, he said to 

them “Hurry and go up to my 
father and say to him, ‘Thus 
says your son Joseph, God has 



Haftarah Overview:
Ezekiel 37:15-28

Yosef and Yehudah 
are the two lead-
ers of Israel. Yosef 

rules in Egypt, Yehudah 
is the leader of Israel list-
ed as the first and the one 
who defends his brothers 
and especially Benya-
min:  “Yehudah and his 
brothers came to Yosef ’s 
house.” (Genesis 44:14). 
“Then Yehudah stepped 
up to him and said, “O 
my L-rd, let your ser-
vant please speak” (Gen. 
44:18).

In the Haftarah A 
schism has divided 
Israel in two kingdoms, 
Yehudah in the South 
and Israel in the North. 
The L-rd does not like 
this situation He would 
like to see Israel, His 
people to be united again. 
Yoseph and Yehudah are 
the symbol of this unity. 
“Mortal, take a stick and 
write on it, “For Yehu-
dah, and the Israelites 
associated with it”; then 
take another stick and 
write on it, “For Yosef 
(the stick of Ephraim) 
and all the house of Israel 
associated with it”; and 
join them together into 
one stick, so that they 
may become one in your 
hand.  (Ezekiel. 37:16-
17). This text is clearly 
a Messianic text, that’s 
why some commentators 
have seen Yehudah as the 
representative of Israel 
and Yosef or Ephraim 

as representative of the 
kehilah (assembly) of the 
Mashiach.

The unity between Israel 
and Yehudah will protect 
them against apostasy 
and idolatry: “I will save 
them from all the aposta-
sies into which they have 
fallen, and will cleanse 
them. Then they shall 
be my people, and I will 
be their G-d” (Ezekiel. 
37:23).

David is presented as 
the future king: “My 
servant David shall be 
king over them” (Ezekiel. 
37:24). But David died 
long time before Ezekiel, 
that’s why we understand 
that “David” is the Mes-
siah, who Son of David 
and therefore is called 
after the name of his 
ancestor David. 

The spiritual leader of 
G-d’s people will be the 
Messiah. “and they shall 
all have one shepherd” 
(Ezekiel. 37:24). The L-rd 
give many promises: 1. 
They shall live in the land 
… forever. 2. David shall 
be their prince forever. 3. 
I will make an everlasting 
covenant of peace with 
them; 4. I will bless them 
and multiply them,  5. 
I will set my sanctuary 
among them forevermore. 
6. My dwelling place shall 
be with them; 7. I will be 
their G-d, and they shall 
be my people… forever-
more. (Ezekiel 37:28)  The 
key word here is “forever.”

made me lord of all Egypt. 
Come down to me; do not 
tarry” (Genesis 45:9). Yosef 
was in a very high position 
and free to do whatever he 
wanted, but he did not con-
tact his father by himself, 
but sent his brothers with 
the good news, that he was 
still alive.

Yosef ’s brothers commit-
ted a heinous crime against 
him. Due to jealousy, they 
caused their brother to be 
sold as a slave to Egyptians. 
Yosef, however, did not 
bear any hatred against his 
brothers. On the contrary, 
he felt very bad for them 
and feared that they might 
be punished by Hashem 
if they did not do teshu-
vah (repent). Therefore, he 
took upon himself to help 
his brothers to repent. The 
highest level of teshuvah oc-
curs when the transgressor 
is faced with an identical 
situation and is able to resist 
(Rambam, Teshuvah 2:1). 
Yosef, therefore, waited till 
the entire scenario would be 
repeated. When the broth-
ers came to Egypt, he in-
sisted that they bring down 
their brother Benyamin. At 
the meal he showed favorit-
ism to Benyamin by giving 
him a bigger gift (45:22), 
and five time more food, 
hoping to arouse jealousy 
in their hearts. Afterwards, 
he plotted that Benyamin 

In this portion of the para-
sha we see that Yosef was 
overwhelmed by his emo-

tions when he heard Yehudah 
speaking about Benyamin, 
weeping in front of his brother 
he said to them, “I am Yoseph 
your brother.” Here again we 
have a strong parallel between 
Yosef and Yeshua, both of 
them, loved their people and 
wept upon them.

As a man Yeshua was full of 
feeling and emotions for his 
friends and his people, that is 
why I would like to focus on 
two events. 

First when Yeshua went to 
the house of his friends Laza-
rus, Myriam and Martha. 
Every time he went to Jerusa-
lem, he lived in their home in 
Bethany, they welcomed him 
warmly, cooking for him, giv-
ing him their best bed, they 
had the intuition that he was 
the Messiah, even though as 
everyone else, they were not 
really sure yet at that time.

One day Yeshua went to their 
home, and found that Lazarus 
had died three days before. Ye-
shua said, “Your brother will 
rise again.” (John 11:23). He 
is here to give hope. Yes your 
brother Lazarus died, but he 
will resurrect him again, you 
will see him again. “Jesus said 
to her, ‘I am the resurrection 
and the life. Whoever believes 
in me, though he dies, yet shall 
he live, and everyone who lives 
and believes in me shall never 
die. Do you believe this?’” (25–
26). The sisters were still full of 
confidence in God and Yeshua, 
they answered “Martha said to 
him, ‘I know that he will rise 
again in the resurrection on the 
last day’.” (24) and added to the 
words of Yeshua: “Yes, Lord; I 
believe that you are the Christ, 

the Son of God, who is com-
ing into the world.” (27), what 
a great faith! They were full of 
confidence in the resurrection, 
one day the Lord will give us 
to live again, but not in this life 
only but in the after-life. The 
conviction of Martha and Myr-
iam was more precise, it will be 
on the last day, that means after 
the end of the world, after the 
coming of the Messiah. On the 
last day will be the resurrection 
and we will live forever with 
G-d and the Messiah. There 
will be no sickness, no suffer-
ing, no death, it will be the 
Eden, but an Eden better than 
the first Eden, an Eden where 
we will enjoy the presence 
of our family members and 
friends. And when Yeshua con-
firmed that she must believe in 
Him, Martha gave a wonderful 
confession “Yes, Lord; I believe 
that you are the Christ, the Son 
of God, who is coming into the 
world.” (27). Then something 
very special happened, Yeshua, 
Myriam and Martha went to-
gether to the tomb to see where 
Lazarus was buried. Going to a 
cemetery is always a sad expe-
rience, we cannot think about 
those we love and are not any-
more with us without pain and 
suffering. Myriam spoke at that 
time, “Lord, if you had been 
here, my brother would not 
have died.” (32), Yeshua did not 
take these words badly, it was 
not a reproach, but an expres-
sion of sadness, that is why the 
emotional reaction of Yeshua is 
understandable “When Jesus 
saw her weeping, … he was 
deeply moved in his spirit and 
greatly troubled. And he said, 
“Where have you laid him?” 
They said to him, “Lord, come 
and see.” Jesus wept.” (33–35). 
Yosef wept, Yeshua wept, there 

are not many heroes in the Bible 
who weep; it reinforces the par-
allel between Yosef and Yeshua.

These verses tell us Yeshua’s 
love for his friends, that is why 
when it was time to offer his 
life for them he did not hesi-
tate and died for us, however, 
Yeshua had this love not only 
for his friends, but also for his 
people and consequently for 
each one of us. 

Secondly, at another occa-
sion, Yeshua came from Betha-
ny, the house of Martha, Myr-
iam and Lazarus, to Jerusalem. 
Bethany was on the East side 
of the Mount of Olives, Jeru-
salem is on the West side of the 
Mount of Olive. Coming from 
the East, and before going 
down on the West side, he sat 
down on the top of the Mount 
and looked at the beautiful city 
of Jerusalem, then the text says: 
“and [he] saw the city, he wept 
over it” (Luke 19:41). It is again 
this great man, Yeshua, who 
was weeping like a baby, why? 
Because of his love for the holy 
city. And Yeshua full of tears 
on his cheek said: “Would that 
you, even you, had known on 
this day the things that make 
for peace! But now they are 
hidden from your eyes. For 
the days will come upon you, 
when your enemies will set 
up a barricade around you 
and surround you and hem 
you in on every side and tear 
you down to the ground, you 
and your children within you. 
And they will not leave one 
stone upon another in you, 
because you did not know the 
time of your visitation.” (Luke 
19:42–44). Yeshua saw by an-
ticipation the destruction of 
Jerusalem, and with great love 
for the city cried for her and 
its inhabitants.

Apostolic Writings — John 11:23-35
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be accused of stealing the 
magical cup. Benyamin was 
found guilty and sentenced 
to remain in Egypt as a slave. 
The brothers did not agree 
that Benyamin should be 
punished for a crime he did 
not commit and fought vehe-
mently for his release. When 
Yosef saw his brothers’ refined 
character, he was convinced 
that they did teshuvah whole-
heartedly. Consequently, he 
revealed himself to them and 
asked them to inform Yaakov 
of his success in Egypt.

Yosef Deserves 
Royalty

Pharaoh rejoiced that 
Yosef gathered his 
family in Egypt: 

“When the report was heard 
in Pharaoh’s house, “Jo-
seph’s brothers have come,” it 
pleased Pharaoh and his ser-
vants.” (Genesis 45:16). 

After Pharaoh had dreamed 
his strange dreams, the butler 
had told him that in jail he 
had met a young Hebrew boy 
who was also a slave. Rashi 
explains: The butler cautioned 
pharaoh that though he might 
find the boy to be a genius, in 
the laws of Egypt it is written 
that one who is a slave cannot 
become a king and is not per-
mitted to wear royal garb. 
Pharaoh was so impressed with 
Yosef that he decided to violate 
the laws of Egypt. Despite the 

protest of the people, he permit-
ted Yosef to dress royally and 
appointed him viceroy. When 
pharaoh and his servants heard 
that Yosef ’s brothers arrived, 
they were very happy, because it 
then became known that Yosef 
was a member of a great family 
not yet royal, but a great family. 
His great-grandfather, Avra-
ham, was recognized as leader 
and almost king by the kings 
he saved from Chedorlaomer 
and his allies (Rashi 14:17), and 
by Melchizedek (Genesis 14). 
And his grandfather, Yitzchak, 
was also very famous, dealings 
with Avimelech the king of the 
philistines and other poten-
tates.  Thus, they were no longer 
ashamed for dressing Yosef roy-
ally and appointing him a ruler 
over Egypt.
Alternatively, pharaoh knew 
that Yosef was a stranger 
in the land of Egypt. Usu-
ally, when someone is alone 
without his family, he is not 
in the best of spirits and does 
not function to the best of 
his ability. Pharaoh figured 
that once Yosef had found 
his family he would cheer up 
and do even more for Egypt 
than previously. Therefore, to 
make Yosef feel comfortable, 
he let him invite his brothers 
to move to Egypt, realizing 
that in the long run the land 
of Egypt would benefit from 
Yosef ’s resulting improved 
disposition.

“Joseph said to his brothers and 
to his father’s household, ‘I will 
go up and tell Pharaoh and will 
say to him, ‘My brothers and my 
father’s household, who were in 
the land of Canaan, have come 

to me.’’” (Genesis 46:31)



Inspirational 
Corner

v Joseph coun-
seled his brethren, 
when Pharaoh 
should ask them of 
their occupation, 
to tell him frankly 
that they were shep-
herds, although 
such an occupation 
was regarded by the 
Egyptians as degrad-
ing. Joseph loved 
righteousness, and 
feared God. He did 
not wish his breth-
ren to be exposed to 
temptation, therefore 
would not have them 
in the king’s special 
services, amid the 
corrupting, idolatrous 
influence at court. If 
they should tell the 
king that they were 
shepherds, he would 
not seek to employ 
them in his service, 
and exalt them to 
some honorable posi-
tion for Joseph’s sake. 
(1SP 153)

Inspirational 
Corner

v When the king 
learned that they 
were shepherds, 
he gave Joseph per 
mission to settle 
his father and his 
brethren in the best 
part of the country 
of Egypt. Joseph 
selected Goshen 
as a suitable place 
provided with good 
pastures, well wa-
tered. Here also 
they could wor-
ship God without 
being disturbed 
with the ceremo-
nies attending the 
idolatrous worship 
of the Egyptians. 
The country round 
about Goshen was 
inhabited by the 
Israelites, until with 
power and mighty 
signs and won-
ders God brought 
his people out of 
Egypt. (1SP 153)

Don’t Fight

The first rule of mari-
tal happiness: Don’t 
argue. “It takes two 

to fight.” If you don’t argue 
back, if you answer in a soft 
voice (‘A gentle answer turns 
away anger’ - Proverbs 15:1), 
then you won’t have fights. 
People think that they have 
to respond to invectives—of-
ten, either to defend them-
selves or as a psychological 
necessity to return hurt. It 
is important to keep focused 
on the goal —to stay hap-
pily married and build a life 
together. That was the goal 
when they got married and 
it should still be the goal. 
There are strategies to mini-
mize fights and minimize the 
impact of the “slings of barbs 
and arrows.”

Guilty or not?

In the city where Rabbi 
Bunim lived there was a 
communal charity dis-

tribution fund.  Each request 
for help was evaluated and an 
amount allocated.

Once, a poor man who was 
a distinguished Torah scholar 
had to marry off his daugh-
ter. He approached the char-
ity treasurer for help with the 
wedding and related expens-
es.  As the man in need was 
a scholar, so the treasurer, a 
very compassionate person, 
gave him more than the nor-
mal amount.

At the next board of direc-
tors meeting, the members 
angrily rebuked the treasurer 

for giving so much.  Some 
even demanded that he be 
removed from his position.  
Rabbi Bunim, who couldn’t 
stand the anger expressed 
against the wonderful trea-
surer, said, “My friends, be-
fore you make any decision, I 
want to tell you a story.”Once 
a plague broke out in the for-
est and thousands of animals 
died.  The animals gathered to 
see what could be done to stop 
the plague.  “The plague must 
be the result of a sin commit-
ted by one of us.  We must 
find and punish the sinner, so 
the plague would stop!”  The 
lion, king of the forest, called 
together a panel of friends to 
act as judges and every animal 
of the forest was to come for-
ward and confess their sins.

First, the leopard came and 
made his confession, “My 
lord, king of the forest, I was 
once very hungry, when I saw 
a human in the forest.  I killed 
him and ate him.”  The judges 
debated the case and ruled, 
“The leopard is not guilty!  He 
killed only due to his hunger 
pangs and that is normal for a 
leopard...”

Next came the wolf, “My 
lord, king of the forest, I was 
once very hungry. I hadn’t had 
a morsel of food all day long. 
I was about to give up on eat-
ing that day, when I noticed a 
cow and it’s calf grazing in the 
field.

I killed the mother and calf 
and ate them both.”   The case 
was deliberated and the ver-
dict came back, “Not guilty!  
It killed because it was hungry 
and that is the way of a wolf.”

One after the other each 
animal came forward relating 
of their killing and maiming 
people and animals in the for-
est and each was found not 
guilty.

The last to come forward 
with its confession was a lit-
tle lamb.  It got up and said, 
“My lord, king of the forest, 
I have the following confes-
sion to make.  Once on a bit-
ter cold night, my master had 
pity on me and took me into 
the house for the night.  That 
night, while my master was 
asleep, I saw that the holes 
of his shoes were filled with 
straw.  I was very hungry and 
couldn’t resist the tempta-
tion.  I pulled the straw from 
the shoes and ate it.  The next 
day, my master had to walk 
with those shoes through the 
puddles and got his feet wet. I 
confess and feel terribly sorry 
for what I did.”

“You wicked animal,” they 
all screamed at the little lamb!  
“It is because of your sin that 
the plague befell us!”  They 
immediately attacked the lit-
tle lamb as punishment for it’s 
horrendous crime.

“All of you here are acting 
just the same as the animal-
judges of the forest,” conclud-
ed Rabbi Bunim.  “Some of 
you may be guilty of violating 
the laws against taking inter-
est.  Others may have false 
weights.  Still others may be 
mistreating your workers.  
Each person knows his own 
faults. Yet, you can only see 
the sin of the charity director 
who distributed a little extra 
to help a poor man!”

StorieS and traditionS
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“So Israel took his journey with all that he had and came to Beersheba, and offered sac-
rifices to the G-d of his father Isaac. And G-d spoke to Israel in visions of the night and 
said, “Yaakov, Yaakov.” And he said, “Here I am.” Then he said, “I am G-d, the G-d of 
your father. Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for there I will make you into a great 
nation. I myself will go down with you to Egypt, and I will also bring you up again, and 
Yosef’s hand shall close your eyes.”  Then Yaakov set out from Beersheba. The sons of 
Israel carried Yaakov their father, their little ones, and their wives, in the wagons that 
Pharaoh had sent to carry him. They also took their livestock and their goods, which they 
had gained in the land of Canaan, and came into Egypt, Yaakov and all his offspring with 
him, his sons, and his sons’ sons with him, his daughters, and his sons’ daughters. All his 
offspring he brought with him into Egypt.”  (Genesis 46:1–7)

Genesis 44:18 - 47:27


