We pray every week for
the leaders of the Jewish
Ministry,

• Website: www.jewishadventist.org

A must website. To subscribe to our newsletter. To download some resources (Hebrew Sabbath School,
and other documents). To order the book “Comfort, Comfort my people…” and many other things.
•

Professional Urban
Development:
The WJAFC provides:
- Professional Urban
training for Jewish
Ministry
- Teaching for
theological students

Shalom Adventure Magazine online: www.ShalomAdventure.com

If you would like to read articles, watch videos, learn things about Judaism and Israel, this website is just
for you.
• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WJAFC: If you would like to share with people, this
forum on facebook is a good place for that.

• Photos on Google+: https://get.google.com/albumarchive/1131446298409925652
91?source=pwa We have posted a lot of pictures on Internet during the last years. Don’t hesitate to
look at them.

• Adventist Mission Website: http://wjafc.globalmissioncenters.org/ This website is the

new resource provided by the Office of Adventist Mission of the General Conference of the Seventh-day
Adventists.
• Russian Website: http://www.boruh.info/ This website is in Russian, many articles and the
parasha are posted on it every week.
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News

Hebrew Sabbath School
v The beginning of a quarter is always the time
to start a new Bible Study. The topic of this new
lesson, is the study of the letters of Shimon Kefa
(Peter). We are happy to share with our subscribers the Hebrew translation of the Sabbath School, if
you would like to download it, go please to https://
jewishadventist-org.netadventist.org/document_
groups/59.
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- Help to plant new
congregations.
- Support for AdventistJewish dialogue with
scholars and rabbis

Shabbat Vayikra

Shabbat Shalom Newsletter

Resources:

School lesson, but these lessons are not always
contextualized for our Jewish friends, that is why
the Jewish Adventist leadership in Brazil has decided to contextualize the lessons to be Jewish
friendly every quarter.
The topic of this new lesson, is the study of the
letters of Shimon Kefa (Peter) in Portuguese.
Anyone who would like to study this contextualized version of the Sabbath School lesson
in Portuguese can download it via Dropbox at
חטיבת מערב מרכז אפריקה
http://adv7.in/Eq
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Parasha Overview:

T

he Book of
Vayikra (Leviticus), also
known as Torat Kohanim — the Laws of
the Priests — deals
largely with the korbanot (offerings)
brought in the Mishkan (Tent of Meeting). The first group
of offerings is called
korban olah, a burnt
offering. The animal is brought to the
Mishkan’s entrance.
For cattle, the one
bringing the offering
sets his hands on the
animal. Afterwards
it is slaughtered and
the kohen sprinkles its
blood on the altar. The
animal is skinned and
cut into pieces. The
pieces are arranged,
washed and burned
on the altar. A similar
process is described
involving burnt offerings of other animals
and birds.
The various meal offerings are described.
Part of the meal offering is burned on the
altar, and the remaining part is eaten by the
kohanim.
Mixing leaven or

Speak to the Israelites,
and tell them the following:
‘When one of you brings a
mammal as an offering to God,
the sacrifice must be taken
from the cattle, sheep or goats.
(Leviticus 1:2)

Parasha for
this Week

Vayikra

Yayikra
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Leviticus 1:1-6:7
(5:26 in Hebrew)
The First Month
of the Second Year.

I

n this book Leviticus,
we are looking into the
dedication of the sanctuary and the priesthood of
Israel. That is why this book
is also called Torat Hakohanim (the law of the priests).
Chronologically the full book
of Leviticus took place during the Month of Nissan,
on the second year after the
Exodus. The book of Exodus
ends on the day of the erection of the sanctuary, which
was “the first month in the
second year” (Exodus 40:17)
after leaving Egypt the land
of slavery. And the book of
Number starts “on the first
day of the second month, in
the second year after they
had come out of the land of
Egypt,” (Numbers 1:1). The
fact that the book of Leviticus
was given during the month
of Nissan is certainly the reason why each year we start
to read this book on the first
week of Nissan, just before
Passover.
This book, therefore,
was given to the Cohanim
(priests) to teach how to offer appropriate offerings
and worship to G-d.
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Studying Chumash

I

t is interesting to notice
that orthodox families have
the custom to begin the
learning of the Chumash (Torah) with the book of Vayikra
(Leviticus) rather than Bereishit (Genesis). They said that
there are two reasons for that,
little children are innocent and
Vayikra discusses korbanot (sacrifices) and purity, thus little
children should begin their
studies of the Chumash with
the topic of purity. The second reason is taught to parents
and children, both must make
sacrifices to succeed in Torah study. Children are taught
to live a life compatible with
the Torah teaching, children
should know that dedication
is a prerequisite for a successful
life. Torah study without effort
will not bear fruits. A Torah
student must always keep in
mind the words of our Sages “If
a person says, I have tried hard
and succeeded, ‘believe him’.”
Only through diligent and assiduous study will one succeed.

Poor and Rich

H

ere are the first instructions concerning the services in the
Sanctuary: “The LORD called

Moses and spoke to him from
the tent of meeting, saying,
“Speak to the people of Israel
and say to them, When any
one of you brings an offering
to the LORD, you shall bring
your offering of livestock from
the herd or from the flock.”
(Leviticus 1:1–2). These instructions are for everyone,
rich or poor, all of the offering it could be “a bull” (1:5), “a
sheep or a goat” (1:10), “a bird”
(1:14), “a grain offering or fine
flour” (2:1), all are “offering
with a pleasing aroma to the
LORD.” (Leviticus 1:9, 13,
17, 2:2 etc.). This means that
a rich who brings a bull and a
poor who brings just a pigeon
will have the same forgiveness
by the Lord, will be accepted
in the same way. God is not a
God that we can corrupt with
big or small offering, he loves
everyone, the rich and the
poor in the same way.

Laying-on of
one’s hand

T

he Torah states, “He
shall lay his hand on the
head of the burnt offering” (Leviticus 1:4), This verse
is speaking about the laying-on
of one’s hand. In fact, the Hebrew word Samach, means to

support or to lean upon. It is
indicative of intense contact.
Looking at other biblical texts
that use this Hebrew word,
we discover that the one who
performs the leaning grants
authority to another, this authority being intrinsically related to the personality of the
one who leans. Rabbi Hirsch
says that the rite of leaning incorporates two ideas: “granting and gaining,” as one who
grants authority gains a representative, thus increasing
the grantor’s power in terms
of place or time. In the Leviticus, the obligation of the community is fulfilled through
the Service of the Levi’im,
whereas the community itself
is exempted from service.
Moses’ life and work are
continued through Yehoshua
(Joshua). Thus, the hand of
the one who leans represents
his duty and his authority to
act. This “hand” is transferred
to the one who is leaned upon,
the “hand” itself thereby gaining him as a support.

Korban - Repentance

L

et’s remember that
one of the Hebrew
words for “offering”
is Korban. The root of this
word is karov (coming near).

The person who brings this
offering aspires to come
closer to G-d, which is also
the meaning of Teshuvah, to
return to G-d, or to repent.
The Torah teaches that a
person who experiences an
awakening, and resolves to
come closer to G-d, should
continuously do teshuvah.

‘Olah - Ascending

T

he other words for
offerings or sacrifices in Hebrew are
Minchah (evening offering). Chatat (from chet), sin
offering. ‘ashmah, from esh
(fire) guilt offering. Zebach
shelamim, peace offering.
Zebach todah, thanks offering. Most of them point to
reason for the offering and
its purpose. However, there
is a word which comes very
often, which is ‘Olah (rise),
burnt offering, that is why
this ‘olah, which derives from
the verb la’alot and means “to
ascend” expresses the need
and aspiration to ascend, to
advance. Rabbi Hirsch affirms that the “one who
brings an ‘olah is aware that
he has failed to carry out his
duty; the purpose of the ‘olah
is to caution against any such
failure in the future. Surely

any fulfillment of duty is a
positive step forward, an ascent in moral perfection, another step forward the moral
heights which lead to closeness to G-d.

Dipping Bread

T

he Torah states: “And
every meal-offering
you shall season with
salt, and you may not discontinue the salt of the covenant of your G-d upon your
meal-offering. On all your
sacrifices you shall offer salt.”
(Leviticus 2:13). Today our
table, at home, is compared
to an altar, that is why when
we pronounce the prayer on
the bread (Hamotzi) at the
beginning of our meal, we
dip three times the bread into
salt (Shulchan Aruch 167:8)
in some traditions we say
each time we dip the bread,
Adonai melech, Adonai Malach, Adonai yimloch le’olam
va’ed, which means “the Lord
reigns, the Lord has reign
and the Lord will reign forever.” Rabbi Moshe Rogomilsky speaking about these
three dipping, says “The
world stands on three pillars:
1. Study of Torah, 2. Service
of G-d (worship), 3. Deeds of
kindness (Pirkei Avot 1:2).
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honey into the offerings
is prohibited.
The peace offering, part
of which is burnt on the
altar and part eaten, can
be either from cattle,
sheep or goats.
The Torah prohibits
eating blood and chelev
(certain fats in animals).
The offerings that atone
for inadvertent sins
committed by the Kohen Gadol, by the entire
community, by the
prince and by the average citizen are detailed.
Laws of the guiltoffering, which atones
for certain verbal transgressions and for transgressing laws of ritual
purity, are listed.
The meal offering for
those who cannot afford the normal guilt
offering, the offering
to atone for misusing
sanctified property,
laws of the “questionable guilt” offering, and
offerings for dishonesty
are detailed.

Aaron’s descendants shall burn
this on the altar, along with
the burnt offering which is on
the wood on the fire.
It is a fire offering,
an appeasing fragrance
to God. (Leviticus 3:5)

Haftarah Overview
Isaiah 43:21 - 44:23

T

his beginning of
the book of Leviticus is about
the sacrifices that Israel
had to offer to G-d for
the forgiveness of her
sins.
In the Haftara Israel
was not always faithful
in her service to the L-rd
“You have not brought
me sheep for burnt offerings, nor honored me
with your sacrifices.”
(Isaiah 43:23).
However the L-rd is a
G-d of love not a L-rd
of blood, that is why
He is always ready to
forgive, “I, even I, am
he who blots out your
transgressions, for my
own sake, and remembers your sins no more.
(Isaiah 43:25) One of
the fundamental value
of the Bible is that when
G-d choose a people
He choose him for
ever, “This is what the
LORD says — he who
made you, who formed
you in the womb, and
who will help you: Do
not be afraid, O Jacob,
my servant, Jeshurun,
whom I have chosen.”
(Isaiah 44:2). The L-rd
wants to bless his people
with his spirit, “I will
pour out my Spirit on
your offspring, and my
blessing on your descendants. (Isaiah. 44:3).

Salt is connected with these
three things: 1) The way to
succeed in Torah study is to
limit oneself to eating only
“bread with salt” (Pirkei
Avot 6:4). 2. Salt was used
in the Beit Hamikdash
(temple) on all offerings. 3.
Salt is a preservative. Our
Sages advise, melach mammon chaseir “if one wants to
‘salt’ (preserve) his money,
he should give a portion to
tzedakah” (Ketuvot 66b).
The Hebrew word lechem
(bread) denotes the source
of our physical sustenance,
as King David says, “Bread
sustains a man’s heart”
(Psalms 104:15). In addition, it is also an analogy
to our spiritual sustenance,
as the Bible says, “Come,
eat of my bread—(torah)”
(Proverbs 9:5), and “man
does not live by bread alone,
but man lives by every word
that comes from the mouth
of the LORD.” (Deuteronomy 8:3). The dipping
of bread three times in salt
conveys the message that
a person’s material and
spiritual well-being is dependent on the three pillars upon which the world
stands.”

Leader’s Sin

G

ood example is
very important in a
community, that is
why the Torah speaks about
the leaders who sin even
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“unintentionally,“ it is written
“When a leader sins, doing
unintentionally any one of all
the things that by the commandments of the LORD his
God ought not to be done,
and realizes his guilt,” (Leviticus 4:22). Just before this
verse, the Torah speaks about
“sin offering for the assembly.” (4:21), it is easy to understand that the task of a leader
is to lead his community, that
is why if the leader would like
to have credibility among his
people, he must be an example for each one of them. If he
acts improperly he will not be
able to teach his member appropriately about sins and repentance. The members of the
community could easily and
with good reason tell him to
“Please check first your own
behavior.” Not only it will be
difficult to respect the leader,
but the standard of behavior
will not be at the top.
However, there is always
hope, God is ready to accept
us if we repent and confess
our sin, King Shlomo says,
“One who covers up his sins
will not prosper, but the one
who confesses and forsakes
[them] shall have mercy.”
(Proverbs 28:13), which is
confirmed by the Apostolic
Writing or Brit Hachadasha,
“If we confess our sins, he is
faithful and just to forgive
us our sins and to cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.” (1
John 1:9).

Shabbat Connexion

T

he parasha ends by “And
the priest shall make
atonement for him before the LORD, and he shall
be forgiven for any of the things
that one may do and thereby
become guilty.” (Leviticus 6:7
(5:26 in Hebrew)). It is a custom
not to finish the reading of the
parasha by a negative sentence,
and since Parashat Vayikra ends
by the one who “become guilty”
thus in this case, it is customary that when the community
leader concludes the reading,
the entire community would
rise and proclaim “To the Almighty G-d, Who rested from
His work on the seventh day.”
What is the reason for these
words? G-d created the world
in six days and placed it in
man’s hands to work and care
for it. On Shabbat man ceases
to work and restores the world
to its master. The end of Parashat Vayikra discusses the case
of one who has the audacity to
steal from his friend and swear
falsely. Such a person is denying the sovereignty of G-d. By
atoning for his sin and rectifying his wrongdoing, he demonstrates his recognition that G-d
is the true Master of the world
and affirms G-d’s authority
over all creation. This parallels the concept of restoring the
world on Shabbat to G-d, Who
rested from all His work on the
seventh day.

T

Apostolic Writings — 1 Peter 2:4-9

he parasha for this week
invites us to understand the
Korban as a way to come
closer to G-d, not to try to appease
or calm down G-d’s anger. That is
why in his letter to the new believers, the Shaliach Sim’on Bar-Jona,
talmid of Yeshua known as PeterKephas says: “As you come to him,
a living stone rejected by men but
in the sight of G-d chosen and
precious, you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a
spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to G-d through Yeshua Hamashiach.” (1 Peter 2:4-5).
We come to G-d as living stones
to form a new spiritual temple.
When G-d asked the people of
Israel to build the Temple, it was
for a special purpose, he wanted to
dwell among them (Exodus 25:8).
This becomes a reality, today, because the Temple is not anymore,
a building of inert stones, but the
Temple is built within each one
of us, that is why Shim’on calls us
“living stones,” we are these stones
that G-d needs. G-d’s people is a
holy Temple, the house of G-d.
Each one of us has a special place
in this edification of the Temple.
Let’s remember that we are
sinners, that is why we need to
offer spiritual “korban”, the only
way to fill the gap widen by our
sins, “but your iniquities have
made a separation between you
and your God, and your sins have
hidden His face from you so that
he does not hear.” (Isaiah 59:2).
In the parasha for this week we
have commented the meaning
of these “korban” I wrote that the
Hebrew words for “offering” is
Korban. The root of this word is
karov (coming near). The person
who brings this offering aspires
to come closer to G-d. In order
to serve G-d in a proper way, it is
important to offer these, “spiritu-

al sacrifices acceptable to G-d”.
They are our prayers and worship, “spiritual sacrifices acceptable to G-d.” Shim’on clarifies, that they are “acceptable”
“through Yeshua Hamashiach.”
All the sacrificial system of the
Temple was an illustration of
the plan of salvation G-d established, and the key element of
this plan is Yeshua haMashiach,
that is why our prayers, worship,
praise, and thanksgiving can be
acceptable only “through Yeshua
Hamashiach”, and just after,
Sim’on Bar-Jona explains why it
is through Yeshua, “For it stands
in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious, and
whoever believes in him will not
be put to shame.” (1 Peter 2:6).
What is this “stone” or “rock” laid
in Zion? Shim’on quotes a text
from the Hebrew Bible, Isaiah
28:16. The context of the verse
is in this section, from chapters
28 through 33, Isaiah continues
his reproaches to G-d’s people
for their foolishness to trust
the nations instead of the L-rd.
Between Samaria’s fall in 721
B.C. and Sennacherib’s attack
on Jerusalem in 701 B.C. Achaz
made an alliance with Egypt.
This alliance was, for Isaiah,
stupid, that is why each of his
messages is introduced by the
Hebrew funeral cries Hoy, translated “Woe!” (Isaiah 28:1; 29:1,
15; 30:1; 31:1; 33:1). At that
moment, Israel laid their foundation on cheap stones, a building
built on these foundation stones
cannot survive for long time. By
contrast G-d has laid a stone
foundation whose very nature is
permanent and solid. “Behold,
I am laying in Zion a stone, a
cornerstone chosen and precious,
and whoever believes in him will
not be put to shame.” This stone

is the same stone chosen in the
Sinai, which gave water to Israel
(Exodus 17:6) and presented in
the Brith Hachadasha as Yeshua,
“For they drank from the spiritual Rock that followed them,
and the Rock was Christ.” (1
Corinthians 10:4). Shim’on continues in his letter “So the honor
is for you who believe, but for
those who do not believe, ‘The
stone that the builders rejected
has become the cornerstone’,” (1
Peter 2:7), Yeshua was rejected,
but he is the foundational stone
or rock on which all the edifice
of the plan of salvation was built,
the cornerstone. Even though
Yeshua was rejected, God still
continues with his people, “you
are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people
for his own possession, that you
may proclaim the excellencies of
him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light.” (1
Peter 2:9). This chosen and holy
priesthood are not new people
which replace the old Israel, but
they are people who have been
chosen among the Gentiles to
be added to the people of Israel,
Rabbi Shaul affirms this in his
letter to the Ephesians, speaking
to those who were Gentiles he
said, “So then you are no longer
strangers and aliens, but you are
fellow citizens with the saints
and members of the household
of God,” (Ephesians 2:19), you
are “fellow citizens” that means
citizens “with” not “instead” with
“the saints” that means with
“Israel” who are the “household
of God” What a wonderful statement! G-d has chosen each one
of us. He has made us a “royal
priesthood.” By choosing Yeshua
as our Kohen Gadol we become
Kohen. We are “Am Kodesh” a
holy nation, we belong to G-d.
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Israel is witness to
G-d, He is the one who
can prove that G-d is
G-d and has given true
prophecies about his
people and about history,
“Who then is like me?
Let him proclaim it. Let
him declare and lay out
before me what has happened since I established
my ancient people, and
what is yet to come —
yes, let him foretell what
will come,” … Do not
tremble, do not be afraid.
Did I not proclaim this
and foretell it long ago?
You are my witnesses.
(Isaiah 44:7-8).
G-d is always calling
back his people to him,
“I have swept away your
offenses like a cloud,
your sins like the morning mist. Return to me,
for I have redeemed you.”
(Isaiah. 44:22).
The return of Israel to
her G-d will produce
joy in Heaven, “Sing for
joy, O heavens, for the
LORD has done this;
shout aloud, O earth beneath. Burst into song,
you mountains, you forests and all your trees,
for the LORD has redeemed Jacob, he displays his glory in Israel.
(Isaiah 43:23). Are we
ready to rejoice with Israel for her return to G-d?

Stories and Traditions

Do and Don’t Do

Inspirational
Corner
v That G-d who

walked with Enoch
was our Lord and
Saviour Yeshua
Hamashiach. He
was the light of the
world then just as
He is now. Those
who lived then were
not without teachers to instruct them
in the path of life;
for Noah and Enoch
were believers. The
[good news of the]
gospel is given in
precept in Leviticus.
Implicit obedience
is required now, as
then. How essential
it is that we understand the importance of this word!
(CCh 90)

O

nce there was a certain
scribe who went to learn
Torah in the Beit HaMidrash (Talmudic school). While he
was gone, someone came to buy a
pair of tefillin (phylactery) from
him. His children said that their
father wasn’t home, and so the
would-be buyer went and bought
from someone else. When the
scribe returned and found out what
had happened he was furious that
no one had come to fetch him from
the Beit HaMidrash.
A few days later, the scribe
was again learning in the
Beit HaMidrash when a tax
inspector came knocking at the
door of his home. Remembering
their father’s previous wrath,
the children hastened to
summon him to the house.
His reaction when confronted
with this unwelcome visitor
needs no description. In the
Bible, we have “do mitzvot
(commandments)” and “don’tdo mitzvot”, and G-d has
given us the character traits to
accomplish both.

Half Successful

U

pon returning home
after delivering his annual pre-Passover fund
raising appeal (Maot Chititm) to
the members of his congregation, for the benefit of the poor
and needy, Rabbi Naftali’s wife
asked him, “Was the appeal successful?” “At this point I can only
say that it was half successful,” he
answered.
“What do you mean ‘half’
successful?” His wife wondered.
“You see,” replied Rabbi
Naftali, “In the mitzvah of
charity there are two parties;
the poor who receive and the
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wealthy who have to give. I was
successful with the first half—
in that the poor are willing to
take. I’m still not sure about the
other half—whether the rich are
willing to give!”

The Source of
All Blessings

A

group of very wealthy
Bedouins, with vast oil
resources, decided to have
a 10 day convention at one of the
prominent hotels in New York.
When the convention was over
and they all left for the airport,
the rooms were inspected and
to the amazement of the hotel
manager, they found that in
each of the rooms where they
stayed, the faucets were missing!
The police were notified and
they caught up with them as
they were about to board the
airplane. A thorough check
of their bags revealed that
each one had a faucet carefully
packed away in their bag.
“Just name the price. We will
pay you as much as you want for
the faucets,” they said.
“Why do you want these
faucets?” the police asked in
amazement.
They replied: “We live in
the desert where water is very
scarce. But in the hotel we saw
this wonderful gadget which,
just with a simple turn, gave as
much water as we wanted. This
is exactly what we need in the
desert and we are willing to pay
any price...”
One of the translations for
Tefilah (prayer) is “connection.”
Just like water flowing from
the faucet has to be connected
to the reservoir, so too, in order
for G-d’s blessings to flow
down and reach us we have to

connect to G-d, the source of all
blessings.”

honey cookies

Kids Parasha Vayikra
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Schneersohn, (known as the
“Tzemach Tzedek”), was a
grandchild of the Alter Rebbe,
Rabbi Shneur Zalman of Liadi,
founder of Chabad Chassidut.
His mother died when he was
a baby. Before her death his
grandfather promised her that
he would raise the child.
The day after Yom Kippur
5553 (1793), the Rebbe
prepared his grandchild for his
first day of learning Torah. He
prayed early in the morning and
read the portion of the week
(Ha’azinu) with much emphasis
on the pasuk (verse), “He
encircled him, He gave him the
wisdom of Torah, He preserved
him like the pupil of His eye”
(Deuteronomy 32:10). After
praying, the Rebbe asked that
the child be wrapped in a tallit
and carried to the cemetery.
Upon reaching his daughter’s
grave, the Rebbe said loudly
with great joy, “Mazel Tov to
you Devorah Leah, daughter
of Shterna. Today I bless him
that just as he enters Torah,
so he should enter chuppah
(canopy) and good deeds with
long life.” Everyone present
answered “amen.” When they
returned home, the Rebbe asked
the melamed (teacher) to learn
the first parashah of Chumash
Vayikra with his grandchild.
When the melamed finished
his lesson, the Rebbe told him
to give the child honey cookies
and a hard-boiled egg on which
various pesukim (verses) were
written.

Leviticus 1:1-6:7
(5:26 in Hebrew)

“When anyone brings a grain offering as an offering to the LORD, his offering
shall be of fine flour. He shall pour oil on it and put frankincense on itand bring
it to Aaron’s sons the priests. And he shall take from it a handful of the fine flour
and oil, with all of its frankincense, and the priest shall burn this as its memorial
portion on the altar, a food offering with a pleasing aroma to the LORD. But the
rest of the grain offering shall be for Aaron and his sons; it is a most holy part of
the LORD’s food offerings.” (Leviticus 2:1–3)
http://www.bnai-tikkun.org.nz7
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v We are to
become familiar
with the Levitical
law in all its bearings; for it contains
rules that must be
obeyed; it contains
the instruction
that if studied will
enable us to understand better the
rule of faith and
practice that we
are to follow in our
dealings with one
another. No soul
has any excuse for
being in darkness.
Those who receive
Mashiach by faith
will receive also
power to become
the sons of God
(Letter 3, 1905)

