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Resources:
• Website: www.jewishadventist.org 
A must website. To subscribe to our newsletter. To download some resources (Hebrew Sabbath School, 
and other documents). To order the book “Comfort, Comfort my people…” and many other things.
• Shalom Adventure Magazine online: www.ShalomAdventure.com 
If you would like to read articles, watch videos, learn things about Judaism and Israel, this website is just 
for you.
• Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/WJAFC: If you would like to share with people, this 
forum on facebook is a good place for that.
• Photos on Google+: https://get.google.com/albumarchive/1131446298409925652
91?source=pwa We have posted a lot of pictures on Internet during the last years. Don’t hesitate to 
look at them.
• Adventist Mission Website: http://wjafc.globalmissioncenters.org/ This website is the 
new resource provided by the Office of Adventist Mission of the General Conference of the Seventh-day 
Adventists.
• Russian Website: http://www.boruh.info/ This website is in Russian, many articles and the 
parasha are posted on it every week.

Professional Urban 
Development:
The WJAFC provides:

- Professional Urban 
training for Jewish 
Ministry

- Teaching for 
theological students

- Help to plant new 
congregations.

- Support for Adventist-
Jewish dialogue with 
scholars and rabbis
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We pray every 
week for a topic 
related to the 
Jewish people. 
I suggest our 
partners to pray 
from December 
18 to 24 for New 
Jewish Adventist 
congregation 
we would like 
to start in Paris 
(France), The 
13th Sabbath 
offering of 
December 2016 
will be dedicated 
to this project 
Let’s pray for the 
success of this 
new plant and its 
leaders, Joseph 
du Mesgnil 
d’Engente and 
Richard Elofer.
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NEWS
Chag Chanukah Sameach
v Chanukah is coming soon. This Jewish feast 
will be celebrated from December 25 to January 
1. The first candle will be lit on December 24 eve-
ning. What are you planning to do during this 
celebration. As you know many Jews are not cel-
ebrating Christmas, why not organizing a joint 
celebration for Chanukah?

Old Parasha/Newsletter
v We have opened a new website link to the 
General Conference of the Seventh-day Adven-
tists. There are many interesting information on 
it. One of the pages which could interest you is 
the possibility for each one to download our old 
parasha/newsletter. You have to connect to http://
wjafc.globalmissioncenters.org/ however, this 
page with many others will be confidential and 
only available through user name and password. 
To get it, click on “login”   and then register now. 
Richard Elofer will be happy to approve your reg-
istration.

Immersion Service 
in Florianopolis

v The Beth Bnei Tsion of Florianopolis has 
performed a Tevilah service on November 
28, A tevilah service is an immersion service 
marking the teshuvah or repentance of new 
members who desire to join our community 
of faith.  On November 28, two new mem-

bers have accepted the Tevilah, Cinthia Ber-
wanger Pereira and her mother Rosania Alves 
de Oliveira went through the immersion.

The ceremony was performed in one of the 42 
beaches that compose this island in the south 
of Brazil. This service was led by the Rosh 
(head of the community) Cristiano Silva, 
who also conducted the weekly bible studies 
with the family.



feigning agreement; how-
ever, they stipulate that all 
the males of the city must 
undergo brit mila. Shimon 
and Levi, two of Dina’s 
brothers, enter the town and 
execute all the males who 
were weakened by the cir-
cumcision. 

This action is justified by 
the city’s tacit complicity in 
the abduction of their sister. 

G-d commands Yaakov to 
go to Beit-El and build an 
altar. 

His mother Rivka’s nurse, 
Devorah, dies and is buried 
below Beit-El. 

G-d appears again to Yaa-
kov, blesses him and chang-
es his name to Yisrael. 

While traveling, Rachel 
goes into labor and gives 
birth to Binyamin, the 
twelfth of the tribes of Israel. 

She dies in childbirth and 
is buried on the Beitlechem 
road. Yaakov builds a monu-
ment to her. 

Yitzchak passes away at 
the age of 180 and is bur-
ied by his sons. The Parasha 
concludes by listing Esav’s 
descendants.

Angel’s Actions

The Torah states: 
“Yaakov sent mes-
sengers ahead to his 

brother Eisav in the land of 
Seir, the country of Edom,” 
(Genesis 32:4), The He-
brew text for “messengers” 
is Mal’achim, which is the 
word for “messengers” but 
also for “angels,” that is why 
Rashi goes to the way to 
think that Yaakov sent real 
and actual angels. 

Let’s remember that In the 
final verses of the previous 
parasha we read that Yaakov 
met a group of angels: “Yaa-
kov went on his way, and an-
gels of G-d encountered him. 
When he saw them, Yaakov 
said, ‘This is G-d’s camp.’ So 
he named that place Maha-
naim” (Genesis 32:2–3). From 
the fact that the Torah speaks 
of the angels in plural — The 
translation of Machanaim is 
“two camps”— we can un-
derstand that there were two 
camps or two groups of be-
ings at this meeting. One 
group consisted of heavenly 
angels which G-d sent to 
protect Yaakov during his trip 
from Haran to Canaan, and 
the second group consisted of 
Yaakov and his family. I am 
not sure that Yaakov had the 

Parasha for  
this Week

Vayishlach
jAlVvˆ¥yÅw

Genesis 32: 4 - 36:43
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Parasha Overview:
Vayishlach

Returning home, 
Yaakov sends an-
gelic messengers 

to appease his brother Ei-
sav. The messengers return, 
telling Yaakov that Eisav is 
approaching with an army 
of 400.

 Yaakov takes the strate-
gic precautions of dividing 
the camps, praying for as-
sistance, and sending trib-
ute to mollify Eisav. 

That night Yaakov is left 
alone and wrestles with 
the Angel of Esav. Yaakov 
emerges victorious but is 
left with an injured sinew 
in his thigh (which is the 
reason why it is forbidden 
to eat the sciatic nerve of a 
kosher animal). The angel 
tells him that his name in 
the future will be Yisrael, 
signifying that he has pre-
vailed against man (Lavan) 
and the supernatural (the 
angel). 

Yaakov and Eisav meet 
and are reconciled, but 
Yaakov, still fearful of his 
brother, rejects Eisav’s of-
fer that they should dwell 
together. 

Sh’chem, a Caananite 
prince, abducts and violates 
Dina, Yaakov’s daughter. 

In return for Dina’s hand 
in marriage, the prince and 
his father suggest that Yaa-
kov and his family inter-
marry and enjoy the fruits 
of Caananite prosperity. 

Yaakov’s sons trick 
Sh’chem and his father by 

right to use G-d’s angels, but 
according to the Jewish tradi-
tion, he did have permission to 
use them for his benefit. When 
Yaakov had to prepare for an 
encounter with Eisav, he sent 
his angels to prepare this meet-
ing. The Psalmist experienced 
this help from angels and 
could write: “The angel of the 
L-rd camps around those who 
fear Him and rescues them.” 
(Psalms 34:8). 

Yaakov’s 
Faithfulness

The Torah continues 
“Thus shall you say, 
‘To my L-rd Eisav, 

thus says your servant Yaa-
kov: I stayed with Laban and 
remained until now’” (Gene-
sis 32:5), the message Yaakov 
gave to the Mal’achim for Ei-
sav was a message of reconcil-
iation but with the idea of ne-
gotiations. When two parties 
are trying to reach an agree-
ment, it is necessary for each 
one to yield a little. Yaakov’s 
message to Eisav was, “I am 
eager to negotiate with you 
and to make peace. If neces-
sary, I will make concessions 
and grant some of your wish-
es. However, I want you to 
know that I lived with Lavan 

and frequently had to nego-
tiate with him. I was always 
patient and let him have his 
way. One hundred times he 
changed his agreement with 
me regarding my salary — 
“and you changed my wages 
time and again” (Genesis 
31:41) — and I always gave in 
and never argued. But there 
was one place where I did not 
give up one inch: my faithful-
ness to G-d.” the message was 
this one “I stayed with Laban 
and remained [faithful] until 
now” “I am therefore inform-
ing you that I am easy to deal 
with, but if you are expecting 
me to compromise on this 
faithfulness then there can be 
no discussion between us.”

 He Was Left Alone

According to the Jew-
ish tradition, the 
world stands upon 

three pillars: 1. Bible study, 
2. Worship and prayer, and 
3. Acts of kindness. Each of 
the three patriarchs was the 
prototype of one of these 
pillars. Avraham excelled 
in chesed — love and kind-
ness (Genesis 18). Yitzchak 
was associated with worship 
and prayer, as the text states: 
“And Yitzchak went out to 

meditate in the field” (Gen-
esis 24:63) the Hebrew text 
is clear, where some trans-
lations wrote “to walk” the 
original text says Lashuach 
which means “to meditate.” 
The third one, Yaakov was 
ish tam yosheiv ohalim — “a 
blameless man, dwelling in 
tents” (Genesis 25:27). He 
spent his time in the “tents” 
that means studying G-d’s 
Word and His will trans-
mitted to him by Abraham 
and Yitzchak. That is why 
the text explains, “Yaakov 
was left alone.” (Genesis 
32:25), Yaakov wanted to be 
alone with his G-d, praying  
(Genesis 32:9-12) meditat-
ing His Word and Will.

The Torah continues, 
“Yaakov was left alone. And 
a man wrestled with him un-
til the break of dawn.” (Gen-
esis 32:25) Suddenly a man 
which looked like a shepherd 
appears to Yaakov and wres-
tled with him all the rest of 
the night.  The “man” who 
wrestled with Yaakov was 
the angel of G-d. The Jew-
ish tradition give the detail 
that this man was the angel 
Michael, “The shepherd was 
no less a personage than the 
archangel Michael, and in his 
combat with Yaakov he was 

assisted by the whole host of 
angels under his command.” 
(Ginsberg, Louis. 2002. The 
Legends of the Jews. skokie, Il: 
Verda Books).

 This angel was always 
helping the three patriarchs. 

He helps Avraham, to 
be sure that Sarah will be 
pregnant and will give birth 
to the son of the promise, 
Yitchak, for the continuity 
of G-d’s people, his act of 
kindness in Genesis 18 was 
a demonstration that Abra-
ham deserved to be the fa-
ther of G-d’s people. 

Yitzchak was in close com-
munication with G-d too, 
“The L-rd had appeared to 
him” (Genesis 26:2), nobody 
can see the L-rd and live, 
that is why the L-rd appears 
to his “chosen” through the 
Angel of the L-rd. Yitzchak 
was a man of worship and 
prayers “And Yitzchak went 
out to meditate in the field” 
(Genesis 24:63). That is why 
the secret of G-d’s people 
existence is the study of the 
Bible and teaching it to their 
children as soon as they 
are of age to understand it. 
When Yaakov met Eisav, he 
was clear with him that he 
would not compromise on 
his faithfulness to G-d. 

“Looking up, Jacob saw Esau com-
ing, accompanied by four hundred 

men. He divided the children 
among Leah, Rachel, and the two 

maids,” (Genesis 33:1)

This battle for faithful-
ness is a never ending one, 
that is why when Yaakov met 
the “man” during the night 
he first thought that he was 
a warrior sent by Eisav, “He 
thought that an enemy was 
seeking his life, and he en-
deavored to wrest himself 
from the grasp of his assail-
ant. In the darkness the two 
struggled for the mastery.” 
(PP. 197). Yaakov, “wrestled” 
with kaf yereicho (Genesis 
32:26) which is translated by 
Hebrew scholars as “the hol-
low of his thigh” — which 
represents the children and 
future generations of Yaakov, 
in reference with Genesis 
46:26 where the Torah enu-
merates the family of Yaakov, 
it calls them yotzei yereicho 
literally translated as “[who] 
came out of his thighs” and 
which are translated in Eng-
lish translations as “descen-
dants.” This struggle of Yaa-
kov was a struggle for his 
future, for the future of G-d’s 
people. 

Yaakov the Righteous, 
Eisav the Wicked   

The Torah states, “And 
Eisav said, ‘I have a 
lot,’ and Yaakov said, 



Haftarah Overview:
Obadiah 1:1-21

We continue to 
read in this 
parasha about 

the conflict between 
Yaakov and Eisav. “Now 
Yaakov looked up and 
saw Eisav coming, and 
four hundred men with 
him. So he divided the 
children among Leah 
and Rachel and the two 
maids.” (Genesis 33:1). 
Eisav, became the father 
of he Edomites, and 
Yaakov the father of 
Israel.

In the Haftarah the 
book of Obadiah is 
about the Edomites 
and the Israelites. The 
Edomites and the Israel-
ites have been in conflict 
since they were con-
ceived in their mother’s 
womb “The children 
struggled together 
within her; and she 
said, “If it is to be this 
way, why do I live?” (Ge 
25:21-23).

The L-rd is very strong 
against Edom and their 
ancestor Eisav. “On that 
day, says the L-rd, I will 
destroy the wise out of 
Edom, and understand-
ing out of Mount Eisav. 
Your warriors shall be 
shattered, O Teman, 
so that everyone from 
Mount Eisav will be cut 
off. .” (Obadiah 8,9). 
Some people can think 
that is not fair, but we 
have to remember what 

happened in history.
1. Edom’s refusal to al-

low Israel to pass through 
their territory on the way 
to Canaan. (Numbers 
20:14-21)

2. Doeg, the Edomite’s 
conspiracy against David 
before Saul who was on 
a mission to destroy him. 
(1Samuel 21; 22).

3. The confederacy of 
Edomites and the Ish-
maelites against Israel 
(Psalm 83)

4. The confederacy 
of Edom, Moab and 
Ammon against King 
Jehoshaphat and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem. 
(2 Chronicles 20)

5. The attack on Judah 
by the Edomites during 
the reign of King Ahaz. 
(2 Chronicles 28:17)

6. The desecration 
of Jerusalem (and the 
inhabitants thereof) by 
the Edomites as Jerusa-
lem was being leveled by 
the Chaldeans. (Obadiah 
1:10-16).

7. A near obliteration 
of the Jews in exile at the 
hands of Haman who 
was an Agagite. (Esther 
3:5-6)

8. The destruction of 
Bethlehemite male chil-
dren two years old and 
under by Herod the Great 
(Matthewhew 2:16).

‘Please accept my gift... be-
cause I have everything.’” 
(Genesis 33:9-11), In Hebrew 
Eisav said Yesh le Rav which 
means literally “I have a lot,” 
why did Eisav say, “I have a 
lot” while Yaakov said, “I 
have everything” in Hebrew 
Yesh le kol? 
Yaakov was a righteous 
man, Ish Tam, (Genesis 
25:27) and Eisav was a  
wicked. Rabbi Shaul says 
about Eisav, “no one is sexu-
ally immoral or unholy like 
Eisav,” (Hebrews 12:16). 
The wicked are never fully 
satisfied. Therefore, Eisav 
said, “I have a lot.” He was 
insinuating that though he 
did have much wealth, he 
was not happy and satisfied 
because he did not have it 
all. The nature of a tsaddik 
(righteous) is to be happy 
with whatever he has and 
not to desire more. There-
fore, Yaakov said, “What-
ever I have is what G-d 
gave me, and to me it is 
everything — I do not need 
any more.” 

Keeping Shabbat

The Torah says, “And 
[Eisav] said, ‘Let us 
start on our journey, 

and I will proceed at your 
pace.’ But he said to him, ‘My 
L-rd knows that the children 

The struggle of Yaakov 
with the angel of G-d 
on that famous night 

in the edge of the Yabok re-
minds me the struggle of Ye-
shua the last night of his life 
in the garden of Gethsemane. 
Yaakov was in doubt about 
the feelings and intentions 
of Eisav about him. He  had 
nothing to oppose to Eisav 
while Eisav came to him with 
a great army. If Eisav want-
ed to fight Yaakov, Yaakov 
would be surely killed with 
his people and all his family. 
That is why the only help he 
could receive was from G-d. 
Thus Yaakov “left alone” to 
pray, to meditate on his life, 
to repent on his sins and just 
wait for G-d’s answer and 
protection.

Yeshua struggled on that 
night too for the future of 
his life. He was tempted to 
change his destiny, he knew 
that his destiny was to suf-
fer a terrible death, but was 
reluctant to accept it. That is 
why on that night he prayed 
“My Father, if it be possible, 
let this cup pass from me;” 
(Matthew 26:39), this cup 
was the cup of suffering, he 
was afraid to accept it, that is 
why he said “if it be possible 
let this cup pass from me” 
but Yeshua was ready to ac-
cept the will of G-d, not his 
own will “nevertheless, not as 
I will, but as you will.” (Mat-
thew 26:39). The key of suc-
cess, in any circumstance is to 
accept the will of G-d for us, 
even though we are experi-
encing suffering. G-d knows 
better than anyone else what 
is the best for us “neverthe-
less, not as I will, but as you 
will.” (Matthew 26:39).

Yeshua sent all his disciples 

away and kept with him three 
of them (Yaakov-James, Yo-
chanan-John  and Shim’on-
Peter). And then he wanted 
to stay alone to pray, “And 
going a little farther he fell 
on his face and prayed, say-
ing,” (Matthewhew 26:39). In 
the same way Yaakov Avinu 
wanted to be alone in order to 
pray his father in heaven, he 
sent all his family ahead and 
stayed alone, Yeshua staying 
alone said to his disciples, “My 
soul is very sorrowful, even to 
death; remain here, and watch 
with me.” (Matthew 26:38). 
The disciples were not able to 
stay awake during this night, 
that is why when Yeshua came 
back to them a few minutes 
later he found them sleeping 
and again said, “So, could you 
not watch with me one hour? 
Watch and pray that you may 
not enter into temptation. 
The spirit indeed is willing, 
but the flesh is weak.” (Mat-
thew 26:40–41). He returned 
to pray, alone, and came back 
again to them later, they were 
still sleeping, “Sleep and take 
your rest later on. See, the 
hour is at hand, and the Son 
of Man is betrayed into the 
hands of sinners.” (Matthew 
26:45). As Yaakov received 
assurance from G-d that he 
will be blessed and protected, 
Yeshua received this assurance 
too, At that time he was will-
ing to accept the cup of suf-
fering, which was prepared 
for him. And his last prayer in 
this garden was “My Father, if 
this cannot pass unless I drink 
it, your will be done.” (Mat-
thew 26:42). Some could be 
surprised by this comparison 
between Yaakov and Yeshua 
because if Yaakov was saved 
from Eisav and had a long 

life, Yeshua died on the day 
after, he was crucified by the 
Romans. In fact this compari-
son is still valid, because both 
of them on their night were 
suffering, both of them were 
in doubt, both of them were 
waiting for an affirmation 
from G-d, and both of them 
received this affirmation. And 
in fact both of them contin-
ued their life, we know the 
story of Yaakov, he was really 
saved from Eisav. Yeshua also 
was saved, because if it is true 
that he died on the day after, 
the Apostolic Writings teach 
us that he was resurrected, 
Shim’on one of his closest 
talmid affirms: “Blessed be 
the G-d and Father of our 
L-rd Yeshua HaMashiach! 
According to his great mercy, 
he has caused us to be born 
again to a living hope through 
the resurrection of Yeshua 
HaMashiach from the dead,” 
(1 Peter 1:3), and not only is 
he resurrected, but he is also 
interceding for us as the high 
priest of the New Covenant, 
“Yeshua HaMashiach is the 
one who died—more than 
that, who was raised—who 
is at the right hand of G-d, 
who indeed is interceding for 
us.” (Romans 8:34). Yeshua 
came on this earth to save us 
from our sins, according to 
the prophet Daniel, a proph-
ecy was given “To finish the 
transgression, To make an 
end of sins, To make recon-
ciliation for iniquity, To bring 
in everlasting righteousness, 
To seal up vision and proph-
ecy, And to anoint the Most 
Holy.” (Daniel 9:24), this 
prophecy of the seventy weeks 
point directly to the time of 
Yeshua, the year of his anoint-
ing and his death.

Apostolic Writings — Matthew 26:36-42
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are frail and that the flocks 
and herds, which are nurs-
ing, are a care to me; if they 

are driven hard for one day, all 
the flocks will die. Let my L-rd 
go on ahead of his servant, while 
I travel slowly, at the pace of the 
cattle before me and at the pace 
of the children, until I come 
to my L-rd in Seir.’” (Genesis 
33:12–14). Eisav proposed to 
Yaakov to travel together for 
a while, and Eisav was so nice 
that he said “I will proceed at 
your pace,” that means he was 
ready to go slowly at the pace 
of Yaakov’s children and cattle. 
But Yaakov’s answer is strange, 
he refused. Why didn’t Yaakov 
accept Eisav’s offer to accom-
pany him and travel together 
at a slower pace? Answering “if 
they are driven hard for one day, 
all the flocks will die” but it was 
not the suggestion of Eisav. The 
Jewish answer to this question 
is: Yaakov was keeping Shab-
bat strictly, while Eisav, who 
did not care about his father 
and grandfather’s teaching, was 
not keeping the Shabbat. Thus 
Eisav was going to travel with 
all the troop on Shabbat, while 
Yaakov would not travel, would 
rest and worship the L-rd. Then 
if he accepted to travel with Ei-
sav he would have to go fast on 
the first day of the week, He 
would have to make the trip of 
two days in one day in order to 
catch up Eisav who would con-
tinue to travel on Shabbat. This 
is understood through the fact 
that Yaakov would have to trav-

el hard “one day” Yom Echad, 
which was Yaakov’s expression 
to designate Sunday, the first 
day of the week.

Yaakov arrived 
complete

The Torah affirms: 
“Yaakov arrived safe 
(Shalem) in the city 

of Shechem which is in the 
land of Canaan, having come 
thus from Paddan-aram, and 
he encamped before the city.” 
(Genesis 33:18). It is interest-
ing that The Bible says that 
“Yaakov arrived Shalem in 
the city of Shechem,” I prefer 
the original translation of the 
word Shalem, which is from 
the same root of Shalom, but 
in this vocalization means 
“whole,” “entire,” or “com-
plete.” Yaakov came from 
Paddan-Aram, the country of 
Lavan. He was there for about 
twenty years, associated with 
Lavan. Lavan could have in-
fluenced Yaakov, on his way 
of living, his way of being 
clothed, his way of speaking 
and even his language, he 
could be tempted to be “mod-
ern” for his time. But in fact 
Yaakov refused this influence, 
he came back to the promise 
land, as he left, “wholly” and 
“complete,” he did not give 
up Hebrew as his language, 
he kept his Hebrew/Jewish 
clothes, and his way of living 
as a child of G-d.

“Now Dinah, the daughter whom Leah 
had borne to Jacob, went out to visit the 
daughters of the land. Shechem son of 

Hamor the Hivite, chief of the country, saw 
her, and took her and lay with her by force.” 

(Genesis 34:1–2)



Inspirational 
Corner

v In his distress 
Yaakov referred to the 
repentance of his soul, 
the deep humility he 
had felt for his wrongs. 
The angel regarded his 
prayer with seeming 
indifference, continu-
ally making efforts to 
release himself from 
the grasp of Yaakov. He 
might have exercised 
his supernatural power, 
and forced himself 
from Yaakov’s grasp, 
but he did not choose 
to do this. But when he 
saw that he prevailed 
not against Yaakov, to 
convince him of his 
supernatural power 
he touched his thigh, 
which was immediately 
out of joint. But Yaakov 
would not give up his 
earnest efforts for bodily 
pain. His object was to 
obtain a blessing; and 
pain of body was not 
sufficient to divert his 
mind from his object. 
His determination was 
stronger in the last mo-
ments of the conflict 
than at the beginning. 
His faith grew more 
earnest and persevering 
until the very last, even 
till the breaking of the 
day. (1 SP 118)

Inspirational 
Corner

v Yaakov pleaded 
with determined 
spirit, “I will not let 
you go, unless you 
bless me.” (Genesis 
32:26). This spirit 
of persistence was 
inspired by Him 
who wrestled with 
the patriarch. It was 
He who gave him 
the victory, and He 
changed his name 
from Yaakov to 
Israel, saying, “for 
you have struggled 
with G-d and with 
men, and have 
prevailed.” (Gen-
esis 32:28). That for 
which Yaakov had 
vainly wrestled in 
his own strength 
was won through 
self-surrender and 
steadfast faith. “This 
is the victory that 
overcometh the 
world, even our 
faith.” (1 John 5:4). 
(MB 144)    

Kiddush 
Hashem

The prophet Eliyahu 
confronted the false 
prophets who wor-

shipped idols. To prove their 
falsehood, he challenged 
them to offer an ox as a sac-
rifice to their idol, and he 
would bring an ox as a sac-
rifice to G-d. The true G-d 
would send down a fire to the 
altar which would consume 
the sacrifice. An ox selected 
for the false prophets ran 
away and refused to be used 
for this purpose. Eliyahu 
ran after him, and when he 
caught up with him, the ox 
complained, “Why should I 
be used as a sacrifice for idol 
worship while the other ox 
is for G-d?” Eliyahu com-
forted him by telling him, 
“Through the both of you, 
G-d’s name will be sancti-
fied.” He then took the ox 
in his hand and handed him 
over to the false prophets.

A similar occurrence 
took place now. When 
Yaakov began preparing 
the many animals for the 
gift to Eisav, they all ob-
jected and refused to go. 
Yaakov had to take them 
with his hand “he se-
lected from what was at 
hand these presents for his 
brother Eisav:” (Genesis 
32:14) and persuade them 
to go. He promised them 
participation in a kiddush 
Hashem (sanctification of 
G-d), for when Mashiach 
comes, Eisav will return to 
him the entire gift.

The Best Business

When Rabbi Yaakov 
David Wilovsky 
(the Ridvaz) was 

six years old, his father hired 
a private tutor to study Torah 
with him. The learning was 
going well, but his father was 
very poor, and after a while he 
could no longer afford to pay 
the tutor.

One day, the tutor sent 
Yaakov David Wilovsky   
home with a note, reminding 
his father that he owed 
two months‚ worth of back 
wages. He gave his father 
an ultimatum. If his father 
could not come up with the 
money, the tutor would have 
no choice but to stop studying 
with Rabbi Wilovsky.

His father was distraught. 
He really had no money for 
anything, let alone private 
tutoring. But he could not 
bear the thought that Yaakov 
David Wilovsky would stop 
learning. That night in shul, he 
heard a rich man conversing 
with his friend. He said that 
he was building a new house 
for his son-in-law, and he just 
could not find bricks with 
which to build the chimney.

Rabbi Wilovsky’s father 
had heard enough. He rushed 
home and painstakingly 
dismantled the chimney of 
our house, brick by brick. 
Then he delivered them to 
the rich man, who paid him a 
large sum of money.

Elated, his father hurried 
to the tutor and paid him his 
back wages, plus wages for 
the coming six months. Rabbi 
Wilovsky remembers the 

bitter cold of that winter, the 
Ridvaz continued. “Without 
a chimney, we could not light 
a fire, and the whole family 
suffered miserably from the 
cold. But his father felt that 
he had made a good business 
decision. All the suffering was 
worthwhile if he could study 
Torah.

Fortunately for this family, 
they no longer have to watch 
their family’s shiver from the 
bitter cold of winter in order 
to study Torah. All they have 
to do is to make sure that 
they view the world correctly: 
to consider that trading 
something created in six days 
for something created in forty 
days is the best business deal 
we could make. 

Peace at home

Rav Moshe Soloveitchik 
says what is the true 
definition of “victory.”  

Victory does not necessar-
ily mean that one vanquishes 
his enemy.  The definition of 
victory is achieving what one 
started out wanting to achieve. 
He shared this idea with a cou-
ple that had come to him for 
marital counselling.  In mar-
riage, as we all know, there are 
many times disagreements be-
tween husband and wife.  Of-
ten the issue about which they 
argue becomes secondary to 
the larger issue of “Who is go-
ing to win?”  Each side digs in 
their heels because they want 
to achieve victory.  Rav So-
loveitchik told the couple that 
they should each define vic-
tory as achieving Shalom Bayit 
(Peace à Home) in their home.
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“He [Yaakov] crossed the ford of the Jabbok. … And Yaakov was left alone. And a man 
wrestled with him until the breaking of the day. When the man saw that he did not prevail 
against Yaakov, he touched his hip socket, and Yaakov’s hip was put out of joint as he 
wrestled with him. Then he said, ‘Let me go, for the day has broken. But Yaakov said, ‘I 
will not let you go unless you bless me.’ And he said to him, ‘What is your name?’ And 
he said, ‘Yaakov.’ Then he said, ‘Your name shall no longer be called Yaakov, but Israel, 
for you have striven with G-d and with men, and have prevailed.’ Then Yaakov asked 
him, ‘Please tell me your name.’ But he said, ‘Why is it that you ask my name?’ And 
there he blessed him. So Yaakov called the name of the place Peniel, saying, ‘For I have 
seen G-d face to face, and yet my life has been delivered.’” (Genesis 32:22–30)

Genesis 32: 4 - 36:43


