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News

We pray every
week for the Jewish
Friendship Ministry
and their partner. I
suggest our friends to
pray from February
6 through 13, for
Alan Reinach ,
who try to start a
Jewish Adventist
Friendship Center
in Thousand Oaks
(CA). Alan is also one
of the leaders of the
South Pacific Union,
leading the Public
Affairs and Religious
Liberty department.
Let’s pray for Alan
Reinach, his ministry
and his family.
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Purim Celebration

very Jew knows that when the celebration of Tu
Bishvat is over, the celebration of Purim is near,
always coming at the end of winter on the 14
of Adar, one month before Passover. This year Purim
will be on February 26, just three weeks away. Now is
the time to prepare a nice online celebration. Since
we don’t have space here, we will say more about this
celebration very soon.
Purim is the biblical feast of Esther, set in the country of Persia, now known as Iran. It is a biblical feast
because the book of Esther is in the Bible, but it is not a
feast established by G-d in the Torah, that is why Purim
is considered as a minor feast. Let’s remember why
Jews celebrate Purim:
Remembering the History
When the Jewish people were deported to Babylon in
the 6th century bce, it was a terrible time for the people of Yisrael as described in the book of Jeremiah. This
deportation punished not only those who had acted
wickedly. The deportation was a collective deportation
of both the unfaithful Yisraelites and the faithful remnant such as the prophets Jeremiah, Daniel, Ezekiel,
Habakkuk and many others who were deported. This
Exile would be a very long one, almost 2,600 years.
Even though the Jews will receive permission to rebuild
their temple in the time of Nehemiah and Ezra, they
will never be fully independent again like they were
during the kingships of David and Shlomo (Solomon)
Hamlachim (the kings).
Even after Babylon fell, the Jews continued to be
subjugated by other kingdoms such as the Medes
and the Persians, the Greeks, and then the Romans.
The Romans would eventually destroy Jerusalem for
the second time, sending into exile those Jews who
were living in Judea. Then the Byzantines took power,
followed by the Muslims, the Crusaders, the Ottoman
empire and then the British. These dominations ended
in 1948 ce, when Israel finally achieved her independence.
The Story of Purim
The story of Esther and Purim took place in the
time of the Persian Empire of the 4th century bce
when the Jews were subjects of King Ahasuerus. After
the death of his wife, Queen Vashti (cf. Esther 1), he
organized a competition, a beauty pageant of sorts,
to select “Miss Persia,” to enable King Ahasuerus to
marry the most beautiful girl of the empire. Esther, a
Jewish girl, won the competition, found favor in the
king’s eyes and became the new queen. Throughout

this process, Esther refused to divulge her Jewishness
(cf. Esther 2). Meanwhile, the prime minister who had
been appointed by the king was a Jew-hater named
Haman. Esther’s cousin, Mordechai, who was of royal
ancestry (a descendant of King Shaul), was the leader
of the Jews, according to the Jewish tradition. Jews have
always learned from the prophets to be respectful of
the king of the country, even when it is a pagan country. One day, Mordechai heard about a plot organized
against the king and saved his life.
However, since Mordechai was a faithful Jew, he
refused to bow to Haman as demanded. Haman was
incensed and convinced the king to issue a decree
ordering the extermination of all the Jews on the 13th
of Adar, a date Haman chose by a casting lots.
G-d provides Salvation
Mordechai’s faith was so great he had no doubt G-d
would save His people. He devised a two-pronged plan
to save the Jewish people from this genocide. 1) He
asked Esther to reveal her identity to the king to thwart
the plan of Haman; 2) Mordechai and Esther appealed
to all the Jews, convincing them to repent, fast and pray.
Meanwhile, Esther asked the king and Haman to join
her for a feast. Then at a second feast, Esther revealed
to the king her Jewish identity and that Haman’s plot
would also take the Queen’s life. Haman was hanged
and Mordechai was appointed prime minister in his
stead. Then a new decree was issued, granting the Jews
the right to defend themselves against their enemies.
The Feast of Purim celebrates this mobilization of
the Jewish people on the 13th of Adar when they killed
many of their enemies who came against them, showing they were also G-d’s enemies. On the 14th of Adar,
the Jews rested and celebrated their victory in the capital city of Shushan.
What lessons can we draw from this celebration?
1. It is clear that even though we don’t see G-d and
He does not speak to us through a prophet, He is still
acting to save His people.
2. Purim has been established by the Rabbis, who
considered this event important enough to establish
a feast in order to celebrate it. That means “human
beings,” particularly the leaders of G-d’s people, have
the right to establish extra-biblical celebrations to
remember how G-d leads His people and the deliverances/miracles G-d has accomplished for His people.
Next week we will reflect here on how Jews celebrate this feast, what they do for Purim, and how to
use high technology to celebrate this feast with our
Jewish friends in spite of the Covid-19 Pandemic.
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Parasha Overview:
Exodus 18:1 - 20:23

earing of the miracles G-d performed
for Bnei Yisrael,
Moshe’s father-in-law Yitro
arrives with Moshe’s wife
and sons, reuniting the family in the wilderness.
Yitro is so impressed by
Moshe’s detailing of the
Exodus from Egypt that he
converts to the G-d of Israel.
Seeing that the only judicial authority for the entire Jewish nation is Moshe
himself, Yitro suggests that
subsidiary judges be appointed to adjudicate smaller
matters, leaving Moshe free
to attend to larger issues.
Moshe accepts his advice.
Bnei Yisrael arrive at Mt.
Sinai where G-d offers them
the Torah. After they accept, G-d charges Moshe
to instruct the people not to
approach the mountain and
to prepare for three days.
On the third day, amidst

thunder and lightning, G-d’s
voice emanates from the
smoke-enshrouded mountain and He speaks to the
Jewish People, giving them
the Ten Commandments:
1. Believe in G-d
2. Don’t worship other “G-ds”
3. Don’t use G-d’s name in vain
4. Observe the Shabbat
5. Honor your parents
6. Don’t murder
7. Don’t commit adultery
8. Don’t kidnap
9. Don’t testify falsely
10. Don’t covet.
After receiving the first two
commandments, the Jewish
People, overwhelmed by this
experience of the Divine, request that Moshe relay G-d’s
word to them.
G-d instructs Moshe to caution the Jewish People regarding their responsibility to be
faithful to the One who spoke
to them.

A Kingdom

of Cohanim
he purpose of God for Israel is given
in this section of the Torah: “Now
then, if you listen closely to My
voice, and keep My covenant, then you
will be My own treasure from among all
the people, for all the earth is Mine. So as
for you, you will be to Me a kingdom of
priests[ מַמְ ֶל֥כֶת כֹּהֲנִ ֖יםmamleḵeṯ kōhᵃnim]
and a holy nation [ גֹ֣וי קָד֑ ֹוׁשg̱ ôy qāḏôš]”
(Ex 19:5-6). Here is one of the most fundamental text of the Hebrew Bible, after
releasing Israel from the slavery of Egypt,
God want to ratify the covenant is to
be renew with his people, to renew it,
because the covenant with Israel is not
a new one, it is the same covenant that
God has contracted with Adam, Noach,
Avraham, Yitschak and Yaakov. The term
of this covenant would be engraved in
the tablets of stones to demonstrate the
universal and atemporal aspect of this
covenant, and will be pronounced by God
himself in order to impress permanently
the people of Israel on this covenant. In
fact the purpose of God is expressed in
these verses, as he wants his people to be a
royal priesthood. It is a divine declaration,
not a simple declaration from Moses. It is
God who said to Moses to address these
words to the people of Israel.
The question raised by this expression
“kingdom of Priest” of Royal priesthood, is

T
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s we are reading Parashat Yitro,
that means they chapters 18 to 20,
we come to the heart or climax of
the book is Exodus, where for the first and
last time in history God speaks not only to
a prophet, but to an entire people. We cannot over-emphasize this point. Usually,
God has revealed Himself to the prophets
one by one. However, at the beginning
of the history of the people of Yisrael,
Hashem exceptionally chose to speak to
the millions of Yisraelites gathered at the
foot of Mount Sinai, thus, the revelation
of God to Moshe could not be opposed or
ridiculed. Hashem’s appearances to Moshe
were not illusions or psychiatric phenomena but real revelations, as the appearance
at Mount Sinai with millions of witnesses
attests. This event has so deeply marked
the Jewish collective consciousness that
even until today Moshe is considered the
greatest prophet God has ever raised.
This section start with the chapter 18,
which is the junction between two parts.
Chapters 1 to 17 describe the raise of
Moshe as a prophet and the exodus of
Israel from Egypt. This section end on
Exodus 18:12, and then starts the last
section of Exodus, which is the stay of
Israel at the bottom of Mount Sinai. As
Carpenter says it: “The first half of the
chapter [18] (vv. 1-12) brings the exodus
deliverance motif of the preceding chapters to a meaningful conclusion (τέλός),
but also addresses the issues raised by the
Midianite tradition, both essential and
incidental, found in chs. 2-4. The second half of the chapter (vv. 13-27) points
forward to the dissemination of mishpat
( )מִׁשְּפָטand therefore, to Sinai. The second
half creates a totally new ambiance appropriate to the ongoing activities of Sinai.
(Journal for the Study of the Old Testament,
Supplement Series 240, 1997, 93).

to know if this text is about the function
of God’s people as a collective royal priesthood or the individual role of each member of god’s people. We don’t have time to
develop all the argument for one answer
or the other, we invite our readers here to
consult the work of Davies, but what is
interesting is to check how the Apostolic
Writings has interpreting this divine declaration. This expression is found in 1 Peter
2:5-9, in the Hitgalut (Revelation) 1:6; 5,
10; and 20:6. The Text of Peter says: “you
also, as living stones, are being built up
as a spiritual house—a holy priesthood
to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable
to God through Messiah Yeshua.” (1 Peter
2:5). The believers are compared to stones,
which put together form a “spiritual house”
this house is called “holy priesthood” that
seems to indicate in accordance with the
text of Exodus, a collective priesthood.
The purpose of God is that His people, all
together in this world play the collective
role of priests, this seems to be confirmed
by the verse 9 which says: “But you are a
chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, a people for God’s own possession”
(1 Peter 2:9a), Shim’on Peter speaks to the
whole people of God which he calls her
with collective expression: “chosen people,” a “royal priesthood,” a “holy nation,”
a “people for God’s own possession” a
Royal priesthood is the exact expression of
Shemot 19, βασίλειον ἱεράτευμα basileion hierateuma, “Royal Priesthood,” which
is also the exact translation of Exodus
19:6 by the LXX (Davies, 64). What is role
of this nation of priests, “so that you may
proclaim the praises of the One who called
you out of darkness into His marvelous
light.” (1 Peter 2:9b), her role is to proclaim His honor, to exalt Him, to glorify
Him to adore and worship him, this him
is presented in the verse as the “One who
called you out of darkness into His marvelous light.” We were living in the dark,
and through Yeshua, the light came to this
world and enlighten us for salvation. It is
a collective function of God’s people, that
why the time of worship, when all the congregation meet together is important. It is
at these collective gathering that proclaim
through our worship, and adoration the
praise of God for what he has done for us,
this is what is called in the verse 5: “to offer
up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God
through Messiah Yeshua” in this time, after
Yeshua offered his life for us, we don’t need
to go to Jerusalem any more to offer sacrifice in the Temple, our worship and service
for Him are our “spiritual sacrifices.”
When we read the text of Revelation
it is also going in the sense of “nation
of priests” when it says: “To Him who
loves us and has freed us from our sins
by His blood and made us a kingdom,
kohanim [βασιλεῖς καὶ ἱερεῖς basileis
kai hiereis] to His God and Father—to
Him be glory and power forever! Amen!”
(1:5–6). “a kingdom of priests” this imply

The third day arrived. There
was thunder and lightning
in the morning, with a heavy
cloud on the mountain, and
an extremely loud blast of a
ram’s horn. The people in the
camp trembled.
(Exodus 19:16)

in fact that the priesthood is not reserved
to a class of people within God’s people,
but each member of this kingdom is a
priest. This is implied also in the letter
written to the Hebrews, when the service
of the sanctuary are explained in detail,
and where Yeshua is presented as our high
priest. One verse is interesting, where it
is written: “Therefore let us draw near to
the throne of grace with boldness, so that
we may receive mercy and find grace for
help in time of need.” (Hebrews 4:16).
While this letter explains the sanctuary of
the wilderness, designating Yeshua as the
Cohen Gadol who enter the heavens which
is the real sanctuary, “Therefore, since we
have a great Cohen Gadol who has passed
through the heavens, Yeshua Ben-Elohim,
let us hold firmly to our confessed allegiance.” (Hebrews 4:14) the people of God
is invited to come near to the “throne of
Grace.” Where was this throne of grace?
In the Most Holy Place of the sanctuary,
the throne of grace, was the ark of the
covenant in the Most Holy Place. We know
that nobody but only the Cohanim and the
Cohen Gadol were allowed to enter the tabernacle. Thus is the letter to the Hebrews
invite us to come near the throne of Grace,
it is because we have been made a nation
of cohanim, each one of us is a cohen. We
don’t have enough space here to develop all the implication of this Apostolic
Writings interpretation, but it is clear that
the first intention of God was that his
people would be a kingdom of priests,
however the experience of the Golden
Calf has revealed that only one tribe was
able to defend the honor of God “to proclaim the praise of the “One who called
you out of darkness [Egyptian Slavery]
into His marvelous light [at the Mount
Sinai]. where was revealed the 10 commandments to the whole nation. Thus,
consequently to the experience of the
Golden Calf, God choose one tribe among
the thirteen, the tribe of Levi to the priests
of God among Israel. But God has never
given up His first intention, and realized
it through the Great priesthood of Yeshua
who call his people to be priests under his
role as Cohen Gadol, it is in fact an universal priesthood, to which we are all called
in order to achieve our goal on the earth
in prepare the Coming of Mashiach. The
book of Revelation teaches us that this
status of priesthood is not only for this
life on earth, but a status we will enjoy in

G-d said to Moses: ‘You have
seen that I spoke to you
from heaven. Do not make a
representation of anything
that is with Me. Do not
make silver or gold gods for
yourselves.’
(Exodus 20:22,23)

heaven too, after the coming of coming of
Mashiach and the resurrection: “How fortunate and holy is the one who has a share
in the first resurrection! Over such the second death has no authority, but they shall
be kohanim of God and the Messiah, and
they shall reign with Him for a thousand
years.” (Revelation 20:6). The first resurrection is the one of righteous, that is why
it is written “Fortunate and holy is the one
who has a share in the first resurrection!”
the second death is the last definitive
punishment of the wicked, that is why
those who participate to the first resurrection will not experience the second death.
And it is written about those who participate to the first resurrection that “they
shall be kohanim of God and the Messiah”
here is it is not a collective expression, but
each one, everyone who will be resurrected at the first resurrection will be a priest
of God. What function do these people
will have after the resurrection? to answer
this question, we have to differentiate
between the first millennium (one thousand years) after the coming of Yeshua
and the rest of eternity, as we have already
seen, after the coming of Mashiach the
earth would need one millennium to be
restored to its original state, the state of
Genesis 1 and 2, when it came out from
the hand of the creator, to welcome the
righteous who will come down from heaven with the heavenly Jerusalem, “I also
saw the holy city—the New Jerusalem—
coming down out of heaven from God,
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.” (Revelation 21:2), The Jewish tradition too agree on this need of a millennium to restore the earth in that tractate
Avodah Zarah it is written, “In relation
to the discussion on the calculation of
years, the Gemara states that one of the
Sages of the school of Eliyahu taught: The
world is destined to exist for six thousand
years. For two thousand years the world
was waste, as the Torah had not yet been
given. The next set of two thousand years
are the time period of the Torah. The last
set of two thousand years are the period
designated for the days of the Messiah”
(9a). and Chaim Luzzatto said: “The world
will [exist] for six thousand years, and
be destroyed for one [thousand]; but at
the end of a thousand years, the Holy
One, blessed be He, returns and renews
the world (Derech Hashem, part one on
Mankind). The next question is what
will be the function of these Cohanim or
“Priests of God” they will judges as it is
written: “Then I saw thrones, and people
sat upon them—those to whom authority to judge was given.” (Revelation 20:4),
which is confirmed by Rabbi Shaul: “Don’t
you know that the kedoshim will judge the
world?” (1 Corinthians 6:2).
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Central Parashah

Haftarah

Apostolic Writings
Acts 4:24

O

ne of the great affirmations of the Tanach
is that God is the Creator of the universe. This affirmation is repeated in
the text of our Parashah, especially in the Ten
Commandments given in Exodus 20. At the
heart of the Ten Commandments is found the
fourth commandment where it is written about
Shabbat: (Ex 20:8-11).
The text of the Parashah for this week is crucial
for the people of Yisrael. Exodus 19 is preparatory to hearing the voice of God, and Exodus 20
is the proclamation of the Ten Commandments
by God. For the last 3,500 years, Yisrael has kept
in its remembrance the fact that the only people
to hear the voice of God has been their ancestors
at Mount Sinai. This event is also particularly
unique in that not just one or two people heard
the voice of God, but the entire community of
Yisrael—between 2 and 3 million people, if all are
counted (including men, women and children,
both young and old). It was during this event that
Yisrael received the famous Ten Commandments.
These Ten Commandments were then written
by God’s finger on the two tablets of stone as the
founding act of the covenant between God and
Yisrael. These tablets were carefully protected in
the Ark of the Covenant for about 1,000 years
before being hidden just before the first destruction of Jerusalem in 586 B.C.E.
This unique history helps to explain why faithfulness to God and His commandments have
been so important for the people of Yisrael. When
Yeshua appeared as a Rabbi, teacher and prophet,
and was then revealed as the Messiah, an important question was asked by the leaders: “And one
of the scribes came up and heard them disputing
with one another, and seeing that he answered
them well, asked him, ‘Which commandment is
the most important of all?’” (Mark 12:28 NRSV).
It was a difficult question, perhaps even a trick
question. How can we say that one commandment is more important than another, when each
one comes from God and demonstrates our love
to God? Also, the Jewish people count that God
has given 613 commandments, not only ten.
The Torah is full of these commandments from
Genesis 1 to Deuteronomy 34. Knowing the Jewish
mind and thinking about the commandments,
Yeshua’s answer showed great wisdom: “Yeshua
answered, ‘The most important is, “Hear, O Yisrael:
The Lord our God, the Lord is one. And you shall
love the Lord your God with all your heart and with
all your soul and with all your mind and with all
your strength.” The second is this: “You shall love
your neighbor as yourself.” There is no other commandment greater than these’” (Mark 12:29-31).
It was a wise answer: Yeshua answered by
giving the most important prayer of the Jewish
people, the Shema Yisrael. All the commandments, the ten and the 613, are included in
these words of Yeshua. The leader knew this, and

could only agree with Yeshua (12:32-33). The Ten
Commandments were given to Yisrael on two
tablets, the first one with four commandments,
the commandments between God and man—
these first four commandments outline our duty
to God. The second tablet displays the next six
commandments outlining respect between men
and our duty to our neighbors, the first being our
parents, the subject of the 5th commandment.
The authority for giving these commandments
is found within the fourth commandment: God
is the Creator: “For in six days the LORD made
the heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is
in them” (Ex 20:11).
This text is exactly what we have in the Book
of Acts: “And when they heard that, they lifted up
their voice to God with one accord, and said, Lord,
thou art God, which hast made heaven, and earth,
and the sea, and all that in them is” (Acts 4:24).
This is an important affirmation because today
both of these truths (Creation and Shabbat) are
contested. People no longer believe that God is the
Creator of this world. Most schools and the popular media teach that this world is the result of a “big
bang” that occurred a little more than 14 billion
years ago. According to the scientists, the universe
is in expansion and God has nothing to do with this
process. At the same time, even religionists teach
that Shabbat does not apply to non-Jewish believers from the nations—it is only for the Jewish people. Even worse, many theologians teach that we do
not need Shabbat or the other laws of the Torah. It
is easy to reject Shabbat when we reject the truth
that God created this world. These two beliefs
go hand in hand. In the fourth commandment,
Shabbat is presented as the memorial of Creation.
If divine creation does not explain our origins, then
we are only the result of a haphazard combination
of atoms through a process termed “evolution.”
Therefore, a day called Shabbat to commemorate
Creation loses any meaning or value.
The first characteristic of believers in Creation
should be immense Joy as they view the universe
composed of billions of galaxies and in each
galaxy trillions of stars such as our sun. In this
vast and grand universe there is no occasion for
anything haphazard—everything is organized
and functioning with precision. The astronomers know our solar system very well, and have
mapped its organization. They have discovered
the planets follow a predictable orbit that can
be mapped in advance, never colliding with the
earth or other planets. Many of the rules that
govern the motion of our universe have also
been discovered. This precise organization is
found at every level, from individual stars and
planets to vast galaxies that include billions of
stars (suns) and other solar systems. From the
smallest system to the movement of galaxies
throughout the vast universe, the same precise
organization is observed.

When we consider the features of this earth,
from the stratosphere down to the basic cell,
and even more microscopic, the atom with its
proton, neutron and electrons, we find the same
precise organization and function in line with
predictable rules—each system, each tiny particle is precisely programmed by the Creator.
What is found is organization that is the opposite of haphazard chance. That is why it is difficult for knowledgeable people to believe in
evolution: haphazard chance has never produced anything so precisely organized. In fact,
we could say a person needs more blind faith to
believe in evolutionary theory than in divine creation, based on the organization which we clearly see throughout nature. If we believe in divine
creation and in God as the Creator, we happily
celebrate such a God who gave us life on earth,
and gave us Shabbat as the weekly “anniversary”
of this Creation. It also is true that everyone who
keeps the Shabbat according to the fourth commandment should believe that the world has
been created in seven days, as specified by that
commandment and the Genesis record. Those
who do not understand the connection between
Shabbat and Creation have no coherence within
their faith system and beliefs.
Looking at the text of Acts 4, the context is that
Shim’on-Peter and John were asked to come before
the Sanhedrin to give the reason for their faith in
Yeshua. The first words of the passage show that
Shim’on was inspired: “Then Peter, filled with the
Ruach HaKodesh, said to them, ‘Rulers and elders
of the people!’” (Acts 4:8). The Sanhedrin, this
college of Rabbis, Cohanim and Rulers, had no
power to condemn these talmidim—all civil power
was in the hands of the Roman authorities. Thus,
Shim’on and John were released and went to the
house where they knew their friends were praying
for them: “As soon as they were released, Peter
and John went to their own people and reported
all that the ruling cohanim and elders had said
to them” (Acts 4:23). The reaction of the believers was one of joy and praise to God, and they
directed their praise to the Creator, the one who
made everything: “When they heard it, they lifted
their voices together to God and said, ‘O Sovereign
Master, “You made heaven and earth and the sea,
and everything in them.”’” (4:24).
If we want to be faithful to the God of the Bible,
if we want to be disciples of Yeshua and disciples
of the first community of Yeshua, we should
accept the doctrine of divine Creation. It is God
who has made everything, not haphazard chance.
Let’s be disciples of the first believers in
Yeshua, believing in the same doctrines, looking
forward like they did to the coming of Mashiach
and the resurrection of the dead “on the last day”
(John 6:39, 44, 54; 11:24). Only those who believe
in divine creation can believe in the resurrection,
when the righteous will be re-created.

Stories and Traditions

A

A Sharp Vision

mother returned home with her son
from a visit to the optician. The boy
wore a new pair of glasses with shiny,
stylish gold frames, which he proudly showed
off to all his siblings. A short while later, the
mother found once her younger sons sulking
in his room.
“What‚s the matter?” she asked. “Why are you
so glum? Has anyone done anything to hurt
you?” “Yes,” the boy declared. “You did! You

bought him glasses, but you didn’t buy any for
me.”
The mother was taken aback for a moment,
then she gather her little boy in her arms.
“Do you know why he got glasses?” she said.
“Because he doesn’t see well. Without those
glasses, he can’t see the blackboard. But you
are so lucky. You have such sharp vision, you
can read the smallest letters from far away.
Why would I get you glasses?”
Rabbi Naftali Reich says “In our own lives, we

are all too familiar with the pressures of living
in a materialistic society where the quality of
life is often measured by the possessions we
accumulate. The tenth commandment offers us
the means by which to rise above this myopic
vision. If we connect to the universal will of
the Creator and direct ourselves towards the
accomplishment of our mission in life, we will
find a serenity and fulfillment that will enrich
us far more than the gratification of any of our
covetous desires.”

W

Isaiah 9:5, 6

hile the Sephardic Jews read
with Yitro only the text of
Isaiah 6, the Ashkenazim
add another portion of Isaiah to
their reading of the Haftarah—the
Eastern-European Rabbis have added
two verses of chapter 9, which carry
controversial interpretations between
Jewish and Christian commentators. These verses read: “For to us a
child is born, a son will be given to
us, and the government will be upon
His shoulder. His Name will be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
My Father of Eternity, Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of His government
and shalom there will be no end—
on the throne of David and over His
kingdom—to establish it and uphold
it through justice and righteousness
from now until forevermore. The zeal
of HASHEM-Tzva’ot will accomplish
this” (Isaiah 9:5-6). Christian commentators have looked at these divine
names, “Wonderful Counselor, Mighty
God, My Father of Eternity, Prince of
Peace,” and have seen in this child of
verse 5 the Mashiach of Yisrael, Yeshua,
identified as God, for only God can be
called “Father of Eternity” or “Mighty
God.” But the Jewish commentators
argue that this child could not be a
child who would come in the future
since the text is expressed in the past
 כִּי־יֶ֣ל ֶד יֻלַּד־לָ֗נּוKi yeled youlad lanu,
“For a child has been born to us” and בֵּן
 נִתַּן־לָ֔נּוben nitan lanu “a son has been
given to us.” Therefore, the Jewish
commentators have seen in this child
the son of King Ahaz, Hezekiah, who
was a righteous king. Ibn Ezra says
Hezekiah was called a child because
he was very young when Isaiah pronounced this prophecy. Scherman
reminds us that the Talmud (Sanhedrin
94a) states, “all the appellations of this
verse refer to Hezekiah” not to God
(2018, 79). However, the argument of
the past tense is not strong enough to
believe that this child or son is not the
future Mashiach, because very often

G-d spoke all these
words, saying, “I
am G-d your Lord,
who brought you
out of the Egypt,
from the place of
slavery.
(Exodus 20:1,2)

the prophets of the Tanach used the
past tense to express something that
will come in the future. We need to
understand that the prophets, having received the prophecies, are so
convinced, so sure of the realization
and the fulfillment of their prophecies, that they expressed it in the past
tense as if the prophecy had already
been realized. We also need to keep in
mind that some of the prophecies in
the Tanach and even in the Apostolic
Writings have a double application:
one in the immediate context of the
prophet, and a second application in
the future. In the Apostolic Writings
we have a confirmation of the identity
of this child in Isaiah 9:5 in the angelic
message: “But the angel said to them,
‘Do not be afraid! For behold, I proclaim Good News to you, which will be
great joy to all the people. A Savior is
born to you today in the city of David,
who is Messiah the Lord. And the sign
to you is this: You will find an infant
wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in
a manger.’ And suddenly a multitude
of heavenly armies appeared with the
angel, praising God and saying, ‘Glory
to God in the highest, and on earth
shalom to men of good will’” (Luke
2:10-14). This message is confirmed
by the context of Isaiah 9, where the
nations are invited to rejoice because
of the birth of this child: “The people
walking in darkness will see a great
light. Upon those dwelling in the land
of the shadow of death, light will
shine. You will multiply the nation.
You will increase the joy. They will
rejoice before You like the joy in the
harvest, as they revel when they divide
spoil” (Isaiah 9:1-2). It is only this child
who will be called Immanuel, God with
us (Isaiah 7:14) and who bears the
name Sar Shalom, “Prince of Peace”
(Isaiah 9:5), the one who will be able to
bring peace on this earth and will give
to the nations reasons to be full of joy.

Inspirational Corner

The same law that was
engraved upon the tables
of stone is written by
the Ruach Hakodesh
upon the tables of the
heart. Instead of going
about to establish our
own righteousness we
accept the righteousness
of Mashiach. His blood
atones for our sins. His
obedience is accepted
for us. Then the heart
renewed by the Ruach
Hakodesh will bring
forth “the fruits of the
Spirit.” Through the
grace of Mashiach we
shall live in obedience to
the law of God written
upon our hearts. Having
the Spirit of Mashiach,
we shall walk even as
He walked. Through the
prophet He declared of
Himself, “I delight to do
Thy will, O My God: yea,
Thy law is within My
heart.” Psalm 40:8. And
when among men He
said, “The Father hath
not left Me alone; for I do
always those things that
please Him.” John 8:29.
(PP 372)

